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And pal mers to ſeche ſtraunge ſtrondes 
Coſcruc bacomes cou dle in ſondrꝑ tondes 8 
And ſpectalky fro euety ſiyres ende 
Ofenglond to Caunterburpe they wende 
The loc bliſ fut martiz fox to ſene 
That tue m lathj hofppy whey Gy wer ſete ws 
pfet1y that ſeaſon on a day 
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That towardcaunterbuty wolder 
The chamb a 
And efe dere weenfedntth beſt 

And ſhoꝛtky when the ſonne was at reſt 
Jo adde Jſpokey with theym enirichone 
That ꝗ was of theiꝛ fekauſhip anone 
And made foꝛ warde erly fox to a 
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; bnytt6t there was a Worthy ma 
a Thatfrothe tyme that he firſt began 
To riden oute. he loued cheuak rye 
Trouthe and honoure fredom and curte ſye 
Ful woꝛthy be was in his loꝛdes Werze 
And therto hadde be ryden no man ferꝛe 
8 And aſwele in criſtendorie as in hethneſſe 
And euiꝛ ha dde honcuꝛe fo his Wozthpneſſe 
At akiſaundre he was when it was wonne 
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Fulte ofte epme gelinde the bord Gezonme 
Abouen alle nations in price 

In lettole ha dde ge reyſed and it Fuſe = 
y garnade at the ſege eke haddehe be 

At algeyiꝛ and ryden in Belmarye 

at fepeps was he and eke at Sarakpe 
wg an they were won ne and in the grete ſee 
at many a noble arme ha dde he be . 
at moꝛtaył᷑ bataifiestjadde fe be fpftene 17 5 
And foutthe foꝛ ouꝛe feytij at Tramyſſenre 
Jy liſtts thryes and ay ſleyn lis foo. 1, 6H 
This pfbe wozthpy hnygut badde be gx 4 
Som tyme With che loꝛde of pakathpe 
Ageyn a notheꝛ hethey may in Cuitye 
And euirmoꝛe He hadde a ſoue rayn price 
aud though be was woꝛ tiy tie was wiſe 
And of his ſpoꝛte as meke as a mapde 
He neui: pete no Vikanyehe ſaid 

Jy alle his cf dnto no maner Wighe 
He was a erp gentyl pazfite hnygijt 
Fo: to telle pou of lis arzape , 
His hoꝛſe weregode but he Was nat tape 
Of fuſtiay he wered a gyppyon 

Alle be LT with his habergeon | 

Foz Fe Was late come fro his Vpatte 

And ſent foꝛ to do his pünramuge 
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ytß him there was his ſonne a potit ſquye2 


0 7 Afouc2 anda łuſty Bachel: 


witz cobes cruſe as they were leyde in preſſe 
Of twe Ae was bite 
ie he was of eue ne lenght 


And he hadde be ſomtyme in cheuauchye 
hn flaundres. in Artoyſe and in pytaidye 


And boꝛne him wele as of a kytelſpate 
n hope to ſtonden in his ladies grace 


Snbrowded was hee as it were a me de 


Alle fulle of freſſhe floures white and rede 


Synginge he was oꝛ ſloyting alte the daie 


he was as freſſte as is the moneth of may 


Shoꝛt was his gowne with ſieuys long and wyd⸗ 


"my  bekecoude fie ſitte oy ſoꝛs and therto faire ryd⸗ 


He coude ſonttes make and wele entite 
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yemay adde he and ſeruauntes o 
1 At that tyme for ſie kiſt to ryde ſo 


Andbe wascfadde in cote andliode of grene 


q ſieef of pecok growes brigtit and ſiene 
Vndre his belt ha bare ful thrifteftp 
wele coude he dre ſſe his tabyl pomanlyr 

His arowes drouped nat with fettfers lode 
And in his hond he bare a migijty bowe 
A not hede he adde With a broune biſage 
Of wode mannes craft coude he alle the B ſage 
Vpon his arme He bare a gay bracez 8 
And by his ſyde a ſuerde anda Bokefe2 
Und on that othez ſide a gay dart: 
Harneſed wele and ſharp as poynte of ſpere 
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iche ga work was of grene 


Her was alſoa non ne apricieſſe 


t Chatoftezſmyfing was ſympte and boy 


Heꝛ greteſt othe was bp ſeint koy 


And ſße was cke pyd dame Oglentyn 
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Fu. łe wele ſhe ſor ge the ſeruite dpuine 


ntoyned in heꝛ vey e fulfe ſeme 


And frenche ſhe ſpate fuſke fetouſky 


Afteꝛ the ſccke of ſtratfoꝛd at the Bowe 


Foz frenſtje of Pa rice was to heꝛ ñᷣnknobe 
At mete Wefe tau(t5t was ſe with elle 
She lete no moꝛſer fro heꝛ lyppes falle 

Ne wette heꝛ fyngers in heꝛ ſauce depe 


we le coude ſqe carye a moꝛ ſelle of mett 
Tat nodrope fil, Spoyliez breeſt 
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In curteyſee was ſette fulle melykherfeſt 
Het oueꝛlippe wiped ſhe ſoclenre 
Chat in heꝛ cuppe theꝛ was no ferthing ſene 
Of ttrece, whay ſte hadde dronke hez dravtth+ 
Futte ſemely aftez ber mete ſhe raug t 
And ſehirtp ſhe was of grete Qiſpozte 
Of pfeſaunce andampabfe of poꝛte 

And pepned heꝛ to countrefete chere 

Df courte and cobe ſtateip of manere 

And to be holde digne of reuerence 

But foꝛ to ſpeke of Fez conſcience 

She was ſocheritabte and ſo pyteous 
She wol de Wepe if that ſhe ſa we a mouſe 

Naught in trappe if it were de de 02 bledde 
Of ſmale houndes hadde ſhe tuat ſhe fe dde 
with rooſt fleſſhe 02 mptke 02 waſtil brede 
But ſoꝛe wept ſteif any of theym were dede 
Oꝛ if men ſmote theym with ye rde ſmert 
And alle was con ſcience and tendre heꝛte 
Fulle ſemeky bez Wpmpyfppyched was 
He2 noſe tretiſe hez epey grey as glas 
Heꝛ mouth ſmat and therto ſoft and rede 
But ſykerky ſhe hadde a faire foꝛehede 

Jt was almoſt a ſpanne brode g trowe - 

Foz haꝛdiy ſhe was nat bnder (trowe 

fulte fe tyce Was bez cloke as) was Waar 

Of ſmalklecozaife aboute heꝛ arme ſhe bare 

A pepre of be der gauded alle with grene 

And there on heng a broctje fulle ſſene 

On wh iche firſc was writte a crowned a 

And afteꝛ that Imoꝛ bincit omnia 
\Anothez nonne With bez hath ſhe 
That was heꝛ chapeleyn and vreſts thre 
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. Mone tffez was fayꝛ for the maiſtre 
4 An oute rpdez tfjatfoued weile denoꝛye 
A manky man to be ayabbote able 
Fulle many a deynte hoꝛſe hadde he in ſtable 
And when he rode men mpttlit his bridel here 
Gyngting and whiſtpntt in the win de clere 
And ebe as lolbde as doth the cha pel belle 
Chere as thisfo2de was hepaꝛ of the celle 
The reufe of ſeint Maure and of ſeint Benet 
BicauſehetefditſomWhat olde and ſtreyte 


And helde aftez the new Woꝛlde the ſpace 

Re paf nat of the te vte a pulled henne 

That ſepth that hunters be nat holy mey 
Ne that amonhe when he is recheleſſe 
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Buff texte helde he nat woꝛth ay oyſt te 

Andß ſey that his opunyon was gode 

what ſtſukde he ſtudpe and make lim wode 
pon a boke attwep in ckoyſtre to pure 
Oꝛ ſwynke with his hondes andkaboure 
as auſtyn biddeth hop ſhulde the woꝛtde be ſerued 
Let Auſtpy haue his ſwynke to him re ſerned 
Tier foꝛe ſie was a prycaſouz a rig ti 
Grehoun des he hadde as ſift as foule on flig t 
Of pryhing andof huntyng foꝛ the bare 

was alle his cuſt foꝛ no coſt wol de he ſpare 

ſa we his ſteues purfyked at the honde 

Wich grice and that the fyneſt of a londe 

And to faſten his hode Sndre the chynne 
He hadde of golde Wrouttht a curyous pynne 

I coue h notte in the gretteꝛ ende the was 
Bis ſede wa s balled which ſhone as clas 

And ehe his face as he ha dde been anoynte 

He was a loꝛde fatte and in gode poynte 5 
His eyen ſteep and ꝛolking in bis he de 

That ſtempd as a furneys of ałede e 

His botes ſolwpfe his hoꝛs in grete eſtate 

Node certeynky he was a fapre prelate . 
He was nat pate as a fourepyned gooſt 

A fat ſwaykoued ſe beſt of any roſte 
Nis pal fꝛey was as broune as a bery 


PFr-rere theꝛ was a wanton anda merey 9 
a Afimptoure and a ful ſolemne may 
hu alte the oꝛdꝛes foure is none tqat tan 
Somoche of dalpaunce and faire kingage 
He hadde made fulke many a faire mariage 
Df rong wpmmey at his owen coſt 
Duto his oꝛdre he was a nobfe poſt 
Fulle wel beloued and fulle ſamylieꝛ was he 
with franhleyns one: al in his contre 
Andehe With worchy ye mey of the towne 
F oꝛ hie hadde pole: of con feſſioun 


And ſeid him ſeff moꝛe than a curate 
Andof his ordre he was licenciat 


/ . Fulle ſuetely ſerd he confeſſion 


And pkeſaunt Witb his ab ſekucion 
Anda eaſy may to ꝑyue penaunce 
T ibere ſee wiſte to haue gode pitaunce 
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For Brito a poure oꝛdute fon fothpue 
s ſigne tat a man is were y ſh: pue 


Fot if he yaf he durſt wele make u Laun 


He wiſt that a may was repentaunt 
Many a may ſo hard is of herte 
He may nat wepe thou he ſoze ſmerte 
Che rfoꝛe in ſtede of wepyng and prapezs 
Men moſte peue ſifuez to the poure freres 
His tepat Was y farſed fukof anyues 
And with pynnes to gyue faire wyues 
And rte 08 merp note 
Percły coldde he ſens and «ta at the zt 
Of yeddinges he bare Btteryp the price 
His necke Was wſjite as the floure dekice 
The rto ſtzonge he was as a champyoun 
And knee the tauernes Weke in euery cone 
And euerp oſtefez and tapſteee | 
Betteꝛ thay a fazaz 02 a begge ſteꝛe Ay 5 
oz vᷣnto ſuche a woꝛthy may as lie 
Accoꝛdeth nat as by his faculie 
To haue of ſuche ſhe fazers acquepntaunce”” 
Jet is nat honeſt it 1 nat auauntce 
Foꝛ to dele With ſuche poꝛaille gs 
But witfh "ihe Lp; [ter of dytaille 
And oueꝛ alie there as richeſſe ſhulde aryſt 
Curteps he was and lolbly of ſeruite 
Ther was no may no Wheze ſo Bertuous 
Be was the Beſt — in his houſe 
And yaue a certeyne ferme foꝛ the graunt 
Noon of his Brethery cam iy his haunt 
ſoz though a widowe hadde nat a ſhoo 
So pleſaunt Was his in principio 
yet Wolde he haue a ſerthin 5 W went 
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8 Y foue daies thereconde fir mt het hi ſpe 

Ton tſer te asstehe atkeypſtrez 
+: Þ with a tire de ate tope as a poure frere 

But ſe waskybe a maiſter 

Of doudte woꝛſtede was ſis ſemp cope 

. Chat rounde was as a gelle oute of preſſe 
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— thez was With a forhed berd 
bis hoꝛſt high he ſat 
a ffaundres beue: hat 
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foꝛſothe he was a worthy may Witt alle 
Put ſothe to ſap not fold men lim caſee 
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Ctkerhe cher was of Oxenſoꝛde afſo = 8 
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And kene was his hoꝛſe as a rake 
Andhe Was nat ritfft fat J vnde rtahe 
But kobꝛed holowe and theꝛto ſobirkp 3 
ful threde bare Was his ouereſtourtb 


— 


Dla 
Nat a woꝛde ſpahe he moze thay nede 
And that was ſeyde in fourme and reue rente 
Shoꝛte and quiche and fu of ig ſentence 
Solbnyng motar dertue was his ſpeche 

andgladiy wolde ſie kerne andglatky tele 
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Fot was epycuties oben ſone 


5 was redy couered alle the kong da 
Aeſeſt dir 

Fulle oft tyme he Washnptife 
Aankace and a gypſer ał of ſifke 
A 
was nowhere ſuche a Wozthp Saneſoure 
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Frankfepy was n, 
ee ee nene 
des lam ch 
Tokpue in dekite was eue his wone * 


Tat feld opunyo — delite 


Was Lerzap 


x 30 Gouſeolde: andthataprete was be 


Seint Julian he was in his contre 
Bis Grede his ale was atWepaftez one 


betteꝛ wiued man was no where none 


withoute Gabe mett Was he neuiz ſyouſe 


Bis fiſſſe his fkeſſhe and that ſox ſentebous 
ht ſnewediyliistiouſe of 


mete anddrinbe 
Df alke denttes that mey coude thinke 

* the hey: ea ſon of the pere 

So chaunged he lis mete and his ſoupeze 
ffulſe many a EO partriche hadte he in mee 


And many a hre me and luce iy ſte we 


woo was his coe hut his ſa bee we re 


naunt and ſharp and redy alle his gere 
Rigtable do2maunt in his halle at Yep 


ions thez was be koꝛd and fire 


tlie ſhire 


Hing at his (tirdet as white as moꝛowe 
ſtereue hadde he be and cozonoure 88 


Naberdaſſiiex ther wes anda ca enters 
E 
And they were ckothhedacke ty one kyuer rn 
Dfa eee (ings! >! „„ 
Fulte fre ſſße and neW theiz gere pyhtd was „ 


Theire hnyues chaped were nat Dich ra ſſe 
But ek wich ſifuez Wrouglt fade dene and wert. 
Tbeiz girdeles and their poueſſes eyery dee 
Weke ſemed eche of thepma faire burttees Pe Lord 

To ſittey in the pekde halle at the deſe. 
Sueriche foꝛ the wiſdome that he can 

was happefp foꝛ to be ay alderma 

ſo: catethadde they pnoW and rent 

And theiꝛ wyues Wolde it weke aſſent 

And elles terteyn they Were to blane 

It is fulte faire to becalbed gaadame 

And go to the vigylles alle bifoꝛe 

And haue a mantek riativ p Boe e 
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Mahe moꝛtre es and Wele bahe a pre 


Cohe they hadde With theym fo the nones 
To hoyle tile chehyns and the ma ty bones 
| And poudre marchaunt tart and galingale 
wele kne we he a drautifit offondoy ate 
He coude rooſt ſethe bropſe and frye 


Dut grete harme Was it as it thought me 
Foz on his ſſiynne a mozmake Fade be 
and blanke mange z made fe with ehe beſte 
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Foz ought} wote he was of doing 
| Ke rode bpo a roÞnce as ge cout 
Ju a gone folding tothe knee 

A datttfe2 oh alact ſangingudebe 

a Boute his neche Sndre Fisarme a downe 
The hote ſomeꝛ hadde made his he wwe alte browne 
And certepnfy he was a r fela we 1 
Fulle many d drauttht of w dne dran 3 
fro burdeuv warde While the chapman ſtepße 3 
Df npce conſcience toke Fe no kepe 
f that he faught and hadde the bittfez Fonde . 
Dp water he ſent theym home to eue ry konde 
But of his craft to rehen Wete h is ty 
Bis ſtremes and his daungers him beſides 
His herbe ruth his mone and his fodemanatte 
There Was none ſuche from hulce to Ca ttage 
Gardp he was and Waaz to öndertahe 

with many a tempeſt his beꝛde hath been ſJahe 
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Aundeuery — foo ne 
W Hie be ; Waocakted the paudeltpne — 


| Profojjue 


witz Fs (he2 was a doctoure of phiſphe 
w n the woꝛlde was thez noneß im ij he 
To ſpehe of phyſike and ſurgery 
© Fore was grounded in aſtronomye 
He kept his pacient a grete dele 


In r 
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coude oztune the aſcendent 
Of his pmages foꝛ his pacient 

He nne we the cauſe of euerp mala dye 

were it of tolde hete moyſt oꝛ dryer 


And were engendred of what humou re 
He was a perꝛy parfite practeſoure 


The cauſe y hnowe and of is harme the rote 
Anone ſee paf to the ſehe may his bote 
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To ſend him drufftfes and his kectuaries 
Fo eche of theym made othez foz to wynnne 

Theire fre was nat new to betynne 

Ful wefe une lde he the olde S ſtulapiuns 

And diſcoꝛydes and eke R uus 
Olde ppocras. galy. and eke Galiernrne 
Aue rroys damaſcene andconſtantpy 

ſden andGifbertyy 


Bernarde Gati 
Of his dyete meſurable Was he . 
Fo: it was of no ſuperffuite 7 7 ood 
But f gee nooſing and _ 

His ſtodye was hut kytet on the bybfe — ,' 
y ſang weyn and in perte x ckadde With elk 
Ey ned witß taffata and with ſant afke N 
And kytelle he was of his diſpence 

He hept that he wan in the peſt ie nce 

ſor gocde in phyſike is a coꝛdialle 55 
The r foꝛe ſje koued golce in eſpetalfte 


— 


— * 
Las th i 
* 
i 
. 
L 


WE 6 Bode dif tex ago ebatſe _ 
ED 
* e paſſed they re and 
WO Steeger was there nont 
That to the offrx 
Andif the dydce 
T ſan was ſhe oute o falle charyte 
Jp He2 hercheues were fulke fpne of grounde 
I') durſt ſwere they weyt d thre pounde 
S Thbatoyſondap were on 
He: hoſen were of fpne ſcarlet re de 


ſuche an haunt 


bifore hez ſhulde gone 
y wrotte was ſhe. 


hez bede 


Ful ſtrepte y teyde and ſſhoos ful moyſt and ne w 


 Boſde was her face faire and rede of he we 


She was a woꝛthy woman alle he z kyue 


Nuſbondes at the chirche doꝛe hadde ſhe fyue 


withoute otfez company in poutte 


VBaure the rof nedith nat to ſpehe as nowtße 


At acres hadde ſtje been and at Meru ſalem 


She bad paſſed througti many a ſtraunge reame 


At Rome ſhe hadde be and boloyne 


At ſeynt ga mes in Gałis and at Coloynt 


She coude mocte of wandring in the wey 
Gap tothed was ſte ſothfp to ſe 

pon ayambutez ful ea ſiły ſhe fate | 
p wympted wele and on heꝛ hede ay hatte 


As brode as it were a hohe leꝛ 02 a taꝛge 
Afote mantekaboute hez hippes large 
And on her befes a peire of ſpoꝛes ſharpe 
FjJuyf ela wſſſip coude ſhe la he and carpe 
DOf remedyes of lou ſhe coude paꝛ chaunte 
ioꝛ of that arte ſhe coude the olde daunce 
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Gode may thez was of rekigiou / 
And was a poure parſon of a tone 
But riche Ge was of holy thoutthe and were 
He was alſo a kerned man a clerhe 

Chat criſtes goſpelles truly wolde precle 

His pariſſhons deuoutly Wolde fie tece 

Benygne he was and wondre difittent 

And in aduerſite fulle pacient 27 

And ſuche he was proued offe ſithes 

fulle fothe were he to curſe for his tithes 

But ratheꝛ Wolde he yeue oute of doute 

Ynto his poure pariſſhons aboute 

Of his offrynge aud ehe of his ſubſtaunce 

He code in lytet thinge haue ſuffiſaunſe 
wyde was his paryſſhe and houſes fe2 a ſondre 

But he lete nat foꝛ rapne ne foꝛ tfundre 

Jn ſeheneſſe ner in myſcheyf to biſite 

The ferꝛeſt in his paryſſhe moꝛe and lyte 

Vpon his feete and in his honde a ſtaßf 
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is noble ſampte önto lis be be 
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And cht 
For preeſt tobe foule in whom we truſte 
No wondre is a le lode man to ruſte | 


ſtotty ſhepetierdand a clene ſhepe ' 
3 79 pen par Seat ae 


HPekſette nat his 
Andke te his ſiepe acombre in tie mpre 


He was a ſhepeherde and nat a mercenarye 


igure he ched therto 
ruft What ſFukde 


iron doo 


And ſame it is if a preeſt take hepe 


By his cer neſſe —— ap roy 


And rynne to london to ſeynt poules 
ſoukes 


and ſc be hima chauntrye fox 


O the ꝛ with a broderfode tobe witholde 


Nut duelle at home and hepe his folde 
So that the wolf ne made it nat myſcarye 


und thong he holy were and bertuous 
He was nat to ſynfulmen to diſpiteous 
Ne of his tech ing dauntterous ne digne 
But iy his ſpeche diſcrete and benittne 

To dra be fofhe to he wyn with fairneſſe 


' By gode enſample that was his beſpneſſe 


But it were any parſone obſtynate 
whcthez he were of high oꝛ lolbe eſtate 


7 5 Bim Wolde be ſnpbbe ſharpely for the nones 
Abettire preeſt trove nowhere none is 
He waptedaftez no pompe ne reuercnce 


Ne ma de tohim a ſpyced con ſcience 


D.ut criſtes loꝛe andbis apoſteles twelue 
hie taugßt but firſt he folowedſ im ſetae 


rout and after wa rde ke tauſfſt 


Ww. That hjadde led of dung many a fotheꝛ 
A trew ſwyaheꝛ and a gode was he 

Leuyng in pea ſe and parfite charite 

God koued he beſt with alle his hert 

At alte tymes though he gamed 02 ſmer⸗ 

And thay his nytfboure right as him ſci11e 


He wo de tlreſſte and therto digge and delue 2 


Foz criſtes ſake foꝛ euery poure wig t 
withou te hyre if it key in his myght "BY 
His tythes paide he faire and welke 

f bis propez ſwynhe and his catele 

Ha a taberdhe rode võpon a mere 
There was alſo a reue and ehe a mille 
A ſompnouꝛ anda pardonere alſo 
à mancipke and mp ſekue there was no moo 
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wth him the was a ple we man his Grote 1 
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The mylleꝛ was a ſtoutecarke foꝛ the none: 

Fulle byg Fe was of braun and bones | 

- __- i T6atproued wele foꝛ oner alle there he cam 

At Wraſtfing afwep he wolde haue the ram | 
pee was ſſozt ſhyldredbrode a thiche quarze 

| QAbhßere was no doꝛe that he nolde heue of the barre 


Ou brehe it at rennynge with his hede 
Bis berd as any ſole 02 foy was rede 
And therto hrode as it were a ſpade 
|  Dpontbhecop right of his noſe he hadde 
. A werte. and theze on ſtode a tufte of heres 
Bede as the bruſteles of a ſowes rres 
BgRis noſetrilles blake were and wide | 
A ſwerde and a Bokefez bare ſe By his ſide 
His mouth as grete was as a fuꝛneys 
gte wasa gangleꝛ anda gotia rdeys 
And that was mooſt of ſynne and harkotrics 
dee coude he ſtele coꝛne and tolle thries 
S.'4 And that he hadde a thombe of golde p 3rte 
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A white tote and a ble we ode wered ge 
a bagge pype toude he Globe and ſowne 

And ther with he Groutfft Bs ou 
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Gentyt mancipłe was thez of the tempt: 2 
Of whiche a catoure might take exempfree 
Foꝛto be Wiſe in hiyng of Litailſe 
Foꝛ Whethez be paied 02 toke hy taifle 2 
aftiate he waited ſo on his achate $5 
That he was ap bifoze and in gode ſtate 
No be is nat that of god a faire grantrtne . 
That ſuche a te wed mannes Witte ſhalle pace 
The wiſdome of an hepe of kernyd mey 
Of maiſters hadde he mo thanne th rie s tey 
Abat were of ta we experte and coꝛions 
Of whiche there were a doſen in tat houſe 
woꝛthy to be ſte wardes of rent and londe 
Of any loꝛde that is in Englond 2 
To make him eyue by his owey good 
1 honoure detcep but he were ode 
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\-. Rene t$e2 was a ſtendre cokerihe may 
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| His he 
His top was doched kihe a preeſt Bifoꝛe 
Fulke keng were his legges and fulke fene 
Exkea ſtaf tfez ipnocalfp ſene 
weile coude he hepe a garneꝛ and a bynne 
A d'beꝛ was none auditoure coude of him wynne 
pdoecfke wiſt de by the drought and by the rayn 
1 eee eee 
His koꝛdes ſhepe hig nete and his de xte 
5 2 8 | His ſWpnefisfo:þ his ſtoꝛe and his pukere 
Das hodp in this reuys gouernyng 
And by lis couenaunt pane the rennyng 


were bp bis eres rounde y ſhoꝛe 


Profottn > 


Sith his koꝛde was twenty re ofage 
Thez coude no man hronge hi —— 
There nas bailtłie ne none — 5 he” 
That he ne hne we his ſligijt oh bis 5 
They were of him a drad as of the deth 

Bis wonpng was ful faire on ade 
with grene trees ſhadowed was his place 
He coude betteꝛ than his koꝛde purchaſe 
fFfutſe riche he was aſtoꝛed pryueky a” 
|  NisCfozd wele coude Gepleaſe ſubtelk — 
To ypeue andlene to him of his oÞy good 

and haue thanke and pete a cote anda ode 
y pouth be Fade lernyd a good myſtere 
Bet was a were gode Wright a Kaare 5 
This reve ſat $poy a Wete gode 25 
That was alpomekgr. and de ot . 
a kong ſurcote of perce Spoy lim lie ha dde 
Ando is fide fe baren mf y hladde 
Of kde gen 
Beſide a tolbne men carte Bladſ welle 
Tucked he was as is a frere aboue 

And euiꝛ he rode the byndreſt of the route 
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That him m wethes 
ee tting on his chehes 
we ke lout d ie op and kehes 
and foz odrinke ang Wente gs nde as btode 


A bay Weſdhe ſpeke * cry as ſie were wood 
And when hie hadde wele dꝛonke the wyne 


15 Thay wolde he prbe no doade But fatpy 


| fþþ ſuchecaas of the arcßedekynscurſe 


d fee termes hadde ge two oz thre 
That he ha dde lernyd of ſum may of decre 
No wondre is hee beide it alle the dape 
And ehe pe hne ve wele that a ay 
Can clepe watte as wete as can the pope 
But wo coude hit in othiꝛ thinges grope 
Than jadde he ſi Neat. alle his phil opfyt 
Ap queſtio quid queris wolde hie ay. 
he was a gentyl hartote andhyn 
Z bettre fefaW ſholde men nat — 
ge wolde ſuffre fo: a quarte of Wpy 
 Kffodefefolbe to haue hisconcuBpy 

A twelf moneth and excuſe him at * fulle 
Fulle pryuely a fynche ehe ccnde he pulle 
And if he fonde o where a good fela we 
He wolde teche him anone to haue a we 
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le were iyfiiopurſe == 
ekenes helke ſaide fe 


nificautt 
y daungeꝛ hadde fe at his oy guyſee 
and we of lſeccmnſepC 2nd Das fete. 
agarfondeiefiadde ſetteBpoy iohede—@ 
as gꝛete as it were an ale ſtahe . 
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yth tieym there rode a gentilpardone: 


W Of rouncpuafe his frende andhi scompere x | 3:4 
Chat ſtreigght was come fro the courte of komm 


Fulle lowde he ſong come hythez fone to me 


This ſompnoure Gare to him a ſtyf burdouy © 1 5 


was neuiꝛ trompe of half ſo grete a ſowene 
REES, 6 


Prologue 


Is rdoneꝛ had here as pefot as wev 
And N ſtrphe of ftex 
5 eee 
vas — 9 af — ju 
| by ns one and oon 
: Ky ode fo te weredhe none 
ſo it bas truſſed Ppoy his walette 
Bim thouglſt he rode $poy a ne get 
Diſſſeuyld ſaue his cappe he rode alle bare 
Suche glaryng eyen hadhe as la tie an hare 
A Sernactehadde he ſolved Spoy his cappe 
* Nis walet Gifozne him hadde he iy his kappe 
1h Brette fulke of pardoy come fro Fam aff; fte 
3 popce hefjaddeasſmaſfe as hath a gote 
No gerde llaadde e ne neui ſhufdbane 
as ſmothe was it as it were new ſhaue 
j trolvefſe were a getding 02 a mare 
But of his craft from Berwphe Snto ware 
Ne was tfez noWſere ſuche a pardoneꝛ 
ſor in his mate he hadde a pyfolve bees 


wich that he ſeid ca 
== te ſee 
That ſeynt Detyꝛ fadde the went 
| Nudes criſt bim bent 


| Indipaſaſſe! Copter fon FP 
ut With theſe 


that be fonde 
A poure 2 ing ec fon 


_ Dpona mo — im moꝛe money 
| nd tus rſon gat iy monetfſes t 
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Ben wasi in chirche a nobfe eache te ſlaſte 
wele code he rede a le ſſon 02 a — 

But altheꝛbeſt he ſonge a7 offte toꝛ xe 
Foz wele he wiſt Whay that ſonge was ſ e 
He mnt preche and Fyle a white his tunge 
To wynne ſilueꝛ as he fulle Wele coude fo 
Therfoze he ſonge the merierty andfoude 8 
O w haue tolde pou ſtoztekp in a — e 
n Lhe ſtate the arꝛaye the nombre g the 

Why that aſſembled Was this comp pany 

y Zouthwerke at the gentil bee, 
Chat higit the Taberde x faſt Oy the 
But nowis tyme to pou fox to teff 
How fat we bare Bs thatilhe nygiit 8 
whey that we were in the hoſtry a tight | S 
And afteꝛ wille g telke of oure diage 
And alle the remenaunt of oure piramaje 
But fieſt g pou prap of pouz curteſye op 
That pe arette nat mp vitonpe —  - 
Though that pfaynCy ſpeke ty this matere 
To telle pou tlieiz wozdes and tfſetre chefre 
and chou ſpeke theire woꝛdes propirly 
Foz this pe hnoWe a ſwele as) 
Ido ſata take kalte aftez 6 may. 
Ne muſt reherſe as nere as he can 
E wp * if i ir be oo = A 
af ſpete be neui ſo rudely and ſo large 
Oꝛekles he muſt telle his tale Bntrewe 
Oꝛ ſep thinges oꝛ fepne woꝛdes newe „ 
He map nat ſpare although he were his rode: 
He moot aſwete ſap o woꝛde as a nothez 
Criſt ſpake him 5 ful brode in holy writte 
And wele pe Wote ne _ $$ 
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| 3 208 he plato ſeyeth who tan it rede 
1 5 eres tbe coſpy tothedede 
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„ Mete chere made oure oft to bs euirechone 
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with Sitapike at the beſt 
4] Stronge was the wyne and wele drinhe vs kyſt 
A ſemety may oure oft was With alle 
* Foz tobe a marſhaſfe in a loꝛdes halſe 
A karge may te was with eyen ſtepe 
theꝛ none ty chepe 
and wele was y taught 
ed he rigit nauglit 
3 Eke cherto was right a mery man 
Andafte: ſoupeꝛ to pleyenhe began 
= Und 3 among otffc2 thintzes 
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e dee | 
ayd ges tru £7 
ye be to me right Welcom bertly 
tor by my tre wt if g ſballe nat ye 
4 n 
at onps den nee . 
fe _—_ 0 
Idea On ee Ge thought 
To do vou eaſe and it En 7 3 8 
pe go to Caunterſury ia rde god you ſpede 
The bliſfut martys quyte you pom me de 
and weſe pe wote as pe zo by the wey 87 
ye ſhappy pou to ta e and toptey 

Foa trutp tomſoꝛt ne myrti is none 
To ryde hy the as a ſtone 
And therfoꝛe ö 5 
ds q ſaiderſt and do you comfoꝛ te 
Anditk 4 
jfo2 to ſtonde at my iugeme nt N 
And foꝛ to Wprbe 480 ſhafte pou ſap. 
To mozoW Whay pe ryden on the way 
No by mp fadre ſouf? that is de de 
But ye be merp gj ſhakce gyue pou mp ſede 1 
Holde dy your Hand witlloute moꝛe ſpecle 
Oure counſel ſal nat font be to ſectie _ RE 
Ys thougũt it was us | wozts tomabe fo 2 
And graunte d him wich oute moꝛe a bps | Por. 
And badde him ſe Gn PE 
Loxdinttes 88065 now her netlj foꝛ the beſt 
But take it nat Jprapepouiydiſdepy o5&@ 
This is the uc to petit due andplepy i 
hat eche of neos ſborte With your wep . 
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Protogue 


- And dom warde he ſtk teike othez tales two 
DOfanentures that whikom baue befalke 
And whiche of pou berith him beſt of alle 
WS Thatistofap Weary caas 
3 Calesof the veſt ſentence and mooſt ſolace 
4 Shafce ba ue a ſoupe2 of ouꝛ althez coſt 
Here in this pace ſittyng by the poſt 
wWhan that we com ayen from Caunterbury 
And foꝛ to mahe pou tie moꝛe merp 


duke my ſckus godety with you ij de 
v4 als Right at gas oo ant for 


Tolmer ſte me ne it ſo 


und who that wol my iugement With ſap 
Shoꝛtely ſhel paye aue that is ſpent bp the wey 
And if he ouch ſauf that it be ſo 
Tec me anone withonte worde mo 
And} wille arly ſhape me the rfoꝛe 
This thing was graunted and othes ſwoꝛe 
with ful gladherte and preyty him alſo 
That he wolde p̃ouche ſauf that it Be ſo 
And that he wolde be ouꝛ gouernouꝛ 
And of our tales iuge and re poꝛtouꝛ 
And ſette a ſoupeꝛ at ace2tepy prpce 
And wolde be ruled at hie deuyce 
High and foe and alle by one aſſent 
we be accoꝛded to this iugement 
QZBDauad ther pᷣpon the wyne was ſette anone 
_ we dranhe and to reſt went We echone 
WDi.ith oute any enge: tariyng 
„ Amotowe N day gan ſpring 
PD !y roſe ouꝛ hodſt and Was alle on2 col 
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And ga dred ps to gidre alle in a flob 
And fozth we ryden litet moꝛe than paas 


ynto the watering of 
And the re ouꝛ Hoſt — 4 
And ſaid herkene fordingroifpeſiſt - 
ye woot oure foꝛ wa rde and j you recozde 
yf euynſong and mozoſonite accozte 
Let ſe noW who ſtalk tete the firſt take 
As eniz mot ij drinke wyne oꝛ ale 
who 2 iugement 
Sbalber foz alle that is by the wey ſfentt 
Obe dra want oxthat pe furthe: twynne ; 
n — — gc N 
wy 2 my ma ſteꝛ and netede 
How en cut foz that is myn accoꝛde 
Cometh hetheꝛ quod he my la dy prioꝛeſſe 
And ye Syꝛ clerke ket by pouz 32 
Ne ſtudpe nat. key oyband eueiy ma , 
Anone to dra wen euery lw * 9 e wet 
a to te kle as it was T5 N 
we re it eee © 
The fo e is this. the cut fyl oy the unyghet 
Of wache fulle blith and gtade bows ty bible 
„ ˙ Be NL | - 
By fozwardandÞp compoſicion 
As ye haue herde What nedith woꝛdes mo 
And whan this gode man ſa we that it was ſo 
gebe that was if e and obedient 
To hepe 2 85 — e 
He ſaide 1 gynne the game 
what welcom be cut in goddes name 5 
ſ)oW et Bs ryde andherkey what g ſap 


and with that woꝛde we ridey furth ouz wey 
und he betta» wich a right me ry chere 


And ſeyd anone his tale as pe ſhale here 
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W Cher was a duke higit Theſeus 


whilom as ol de ſtoꝛyes telfith s 


Of Thebes he was loꝛde and gouernonꝛ 
| And in his tyme ſuche a conquerouz 
That grete ꝛ was ther none bndre the ſonne 
Fulie many a riche contre ladd⸗ he wonne 

That with bis wiſdom andcheuafrp 

He conquered alle the regne of femenp 


That Whifom was cleped Cithea 
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And thus Witt victory and melody 


And Wedded the que ne ypolita 
And Brought heꝛ home in his contre 
Witt moche gloꝛyr and ſolennyte 
And eke heꝛ yong ſuſtre Emely 


Let g this woꝛthy duke to atfcnes ryde 


And afte his Fooſt in harneys him bt ſide 
ml And certes if it nere tofontt to here 
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The kny tes Tate 
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wolde the mate re 8 
22 eof fempne 
By theſeus lis . [x 
And of the g taiłłe foꝛ the nones 


Bet iy Atheues and ama ſones 
and how beſeged was ppoſita 
The faire hardy quene of Citſea 
And of the feſt that was at ez wedding 
and of the tempeſt at ez home compnggoooÞ—R © 
But alte that thyng I moot as noW fozbere 
haue god wote a karge felde to ere = 
And wehe been the oxen in mp plow 8 
The remenaunt of mp tale istong ynow 
wik nat ket eke none of this route 2 
Let euery feloſ telle his tale abou te 
And et ſe no wii ſhalle the ſoupez wynne 
And there g left j Witte age yn begpnne 
Nis duke of wiaom make mencion 
t wan he was come almoſt to the touy 
J y al his wefthe and his mooſt prrde 
He was ware as ſie caſt his eye a ſpde 
Where that there knoſe d in the hig wep 
a companp of ladies t wey and tbep 
che after other cladde in clothes blake 
But ſuche a crye and ſuche a wo they make 
That in this wozkd nys creature ſyuyng 
That herde ſuche an otheꝛ weypmenting 
and of this cry they nolde neuiꝛ ſtentyy 
Ty they the repnes of his bridel hentyny 
What folke be pe that at myn home coõmyng 
Perturben ſo mp feſt with criyng 
Quod Theſeus, haue pe ſogiete enufe 
Of mpy (onouz that thus compleyy anderß 


are 


Bom drope of 
V pon de Þ 


- Tbat ſte ne hatſ been ductjeſſe oꝛ a quene 


. 


| Tfeknypyices tafe 


ore WM 


Whay ſhehadſwoned 


That it was re loth to ſe and to here 
Sie ſaydloꝛde to whom foꝛtune bath peue 
1 Huge andas a conquerouz tofyue 


tht greuet Bs youꝛ gloꝛy and you Fonous 


| But beBeſebe you of mercy and ſocouz 


oh ouꝛ Woo and diſtreſſe 
ite thrutth thy gentit ne ſſe 
d women let now falle 
For ceꝛtes loꝛde the2 is none of Bs ale 


Baue 


Now be we caytiffes as it is wele ſene 
Thanked be " and heꝛ fals whele 
That none eſtate enſureth to be wele 
Nod certes loꝛde to abide youꝛ preſence 
Here in this templt of the godde ſſe clemence 
we haue be wayting alte this fourtnx git 
Nobd help Bskozd ſit} it kiettj in tp nught 
A che which that we pe and wayle thus 
i Whilow wif to hing Campaneus 
That ſtarft at thebes a curſed be that day 
And alle we than bern in this araye 


And make alte thie famentacion 


we koſten alle ouꝛ huſbondes at that town 
Whifes that the ſege there a boute lap 
And pet nod the elde ert on wela wa 
That loꝛd is nol of Thebes that eite 
Fut filled of te and iniquite 

He fox de ſpite and foꝛ his tiranup 
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Eke knppites tate 


GodſesBitonp 


Todooy the ded 


Nath alle the bodies on an epe y drawe 
And wol nat ſuffre theym by none aſſent 
ether to be buryed ne to be brent 


They fallen grouel ing and erp pitcouſty 
Haue on bs wrechid women ſom mercy 
andlet our ſozolÞ ſynke in tiyn heꝛte 
This gentit duke of his couſeꝛ ſtert 
with hert pitous wenne lie heꝛde them ſpeht - 
Him thought his hert wolde rene 


Df atke our koꝛdes wich thar been ſlawe = 


But makith houndes toete them in diſpite f he . 
And with that woꝛde with oute moꝛe reſpite 


when he ſa we them ſo pitous and ſo mate . 4 


That whilom were of ſoftreteeſtate 
and in his armes ſie them alte võpphent 
And them con foꝛteh in fulle gode entent 


Ne wolde do ſo ferfozttf his might 

Ypog the tyraunt creon Him to wrene 
Tat akte the pe plt of grece ſhulkd ſpeke 
Hold Creon was of theſeus p ſerued 

ds he that hath his deth Wife de ſerued 
And cight anone withouten moꝛe abode 
His banez he diſplaied and fozth he rode 
Co tht bes warde and alte qͥis ooſt be ſyde 
No neꝛ athenes nolde he go ne ryde 
Ne tabe his eaſe nat fully half a day 

But on his wey that nyt be kay 

And ſent anone ypolita the quens - 

And Emely bez yong ſuſtre ſhene 

Ynto the toun of athene s to duelle 
And foꝛth he rpdeth theꝛ is no moꝛe to telle 


— 


and ſwoꝛe his othe asfe was trew knittft „ 
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Ano to the kadies he reſtored ageyn 
The bodies of tlieiꝛ huſbondes that wer ſtayn 


That the ka 
DOfthe bodies and the grete honouz 
Chat CTheſeus the nobce conqueronz 
Diooth to the ladies when they from him went 


tre in the f 
2nd did with alte the contre as himtiſt 
he ranſahec ü 
C hepm foꝛ to ſtripe of jarneys and of wede 
CT c̃ꝙQ¶e prlours dyde theiꝛ beſyneſſe andenre 


Cbe knygütes tale 


„ en e 

PPE r 

Ln n 
Of gelde futke riche in which eher was y bete 

Abe mpnutaute which the wan in crete 


in his white Banez large 


is ha neꝛ bozy is his penon 


Thus ridetf this duke this conque rouꝛ 
And in his oſte of cheuakrye the floure 


Ti ie that he cam to Thebes and a light 


ſairt in afeld there as he thought to figlit 


But ſhoꝛtly fox to ſpeke of this thing 


wich creoy Whiche was of thebes hyng 


-- Ne faught. and ſlawlhinm manty as a h nyglit 
{49 pkapy bataiłte and put his fothe to ſki 1 


And at a ſa wte he way the cite aftez 
And rent a doun walle ſparze and rafte2 


To doo ſequyes as tho was the guyſe 


But it were alle to longe ſoꝛ to deuiſe 


The grete ckamon2 and the weymenting 


made atte bre nnyng 


But ſhoꝛtſy foꝛ to telle is myn entent 


when that this wozthp duke this Theſeus 


Bath creon ſtay ne and way thebes thus 
he tobe af night his reſt 


the taas of Bodies dede 


4 
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t 


Than is the fefp Bpoy the ſtache grene 
And freſſheꝛ thay may With floures ewe 
Foz with the roſe coloure ſtroue her hew 
Inot which was the fairer of theym two 
S2 it was day as was her wonte to do 


0 — — 


CTbe hnytites tale 


benno eee 


Cb)ye ſeaſon prickitij euery gen 
ES, e | 
And ſaxeth aryſe and do tin ob ſeruaunces 
Tifis mabith Smelp to haue remembraunces 
_ Todo honouꝛ to map andfoxto ryſe 
pe clotßed freſſie was ſte todeuyſe 
. Ber peColbheze — 1 8 
r Veinde er a 
2 And ih the garde ſon Spri 
„ She waſtedbpanddouyandas6ezfiſte 
/__ S$ettadred ffonres part White and re de 
To make a ſubtefchapefet for hez hede 
5 8 
Cbe grete toure that was ſo thiche and ſtronge 
wI0Dgltze of the caſtet was tie chief dungeon 
ECT Thereasthehny{htes were in pryſon 
N Sf rde Net pon and ted sa 
was euyn topnaunt to the ga rdyn wake 
/ . r 
Bright was the ſonne and cleie that moꝛnyng 
And palamon this wofulke priſone: 
. — 5 a eG 
en an 
Whiche alle the noble 


1 e 


— nyſe Mejah 
SGotl in the cha inbre rowmyntz to and fro 
And to him ſelue c — of his woo 
1 That he was boꝛ ne fulle ofte he ſepde allas 
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The hnynſttes tale 


und ſo befyl by auenture andcaas 
wk 2 wyndow of man 
Of hoy ttrete 1 la ach . 

caſt his 
And en 
as though N 
and „b 
and ſaide coſpy n 
hate ſopate anddedp to ſee 
why crieſt thou Wo hath the offence | 
Foꝛ goddes koue take alle in pacience 
Durep 1 2275 
-Foztunebhath 
©: ee ene 
S ecGougth we had ſwo 

ath peue a 1 
So ſtode the heupy Way we wete Bon 
eee er 

is 


3 


This pryſon c * 
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othley as teſſe 
and ther with alle on bneeodouy fe ft 
Ind ſaid bens if it be ch Wille 


pou in this gardeyn thus to tranſ figure 
Bifoꝛe me ſozou fulle Wrecbe thy creature 


A 
— — — 


| Dfourefitagefaue ſomcompaſſion | 
That is ſotowe y brouglſt by tyrannye 
11 


| The freſſtie beaute me teeth ſodenty 


\ Nis pafamoy Whey he 
| mM 


To me that am 
r 


And that thon 
. 4 bs i . 
7 1 
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went to 
and with eh uh ie — 4 tim fo 


Chat if pafamoy ere wounded ſoze 


Arcyte is hurt a ſmoche 02 moꝛe 
And With a ſyg be ſayde piteouſty 


Of beꝛ that rowmeth in yon dre place 


And but haue hie: — grace 
ann 


28 but dede there is no moze toſepe 
t Diſpiteouſty he lokets and — 
aun 
whether ſaiſt thou this in erneſt 0z in pleye 
Nap quod arcyte in erneſt 6p my fay 
Chis params yay net desde 
is pakam n 
It were ere. _ 


ſoz tobe fats ne 
of ITT 
ae 
t the de ti depa rte ewepy 
2 of elko to hyndre otbe 
99 — othe caſe Toons 


rtheꝛ me 


yothe and mpne certepy 


Tfiis was thy 


Sue 


A 


Cebit. 


ret no 


Js brohen alday foꝛloue in eche deg 
A man muſt ne des fone magre his hed. 
he map nat fle it though he ſhutd Be { 
ac be ſhe mayde Widow oz wif © 
And ehe it is nat lihety af thy kyf 0 


d i 


ECͤ lat baſte the ift of bez and thabſente 


Altas why plapney men ſo in comune 
Po purueaunce of god 02 of foꝛtune 
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Foꝛ poſſible it is ſithnes thou haſt bez preſence 
Andart a hnygſit a woꝛthy man and able 
That by ſor caas ſith foꝛtune is chaungeabte 
Thou mapſt ſomtyme to ti deſpre attepne 
But g that am exiltd and barꝛeyn 

- Dfakie gꝛace and ſo in grete diſpeyꝛ 
That there nys watezerth fyre ne eyre 

Ne creature that of them make d is 

Chat map ne hele oꝛ do comfoꝛt in this 

wete ought J ſterue in wanhope and diſtreſſe 
Fare wece my kif my fuſt and my gladneſſe 


Chat peueth them ofte in many Wiſe 
be le bettre thay them ſelf can deuyſe 
Som men deſire to haue richeſſe 
That cauſe is of grete ſeheneſſe 

And ſom may wolde oute of his pryſon fayne 
That in his houſe of his meyne is ſkapy 
hn finite harmes be in this matere 

de woot nat What thing we pray here 
we faren as he that dronke is asa mouſe 
à dronhen may wote Wefe he ha ti an houſe 
But he Woot nat Whiche is the rift wey thide r 
And toa dronhen may the wey is ſtidez 
And certes in this woꝛlde ſo fare we 
de ſehen faſt afteꝛ fcficite 
But we go wrong ful ofte truly 
Thus map we ſep alle. aud na meky 
That wende haue hadde a grete opunyon 
That and g mph ſcape oute of pryſon 


Serre e rt wer: 
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There codSunceieofronmÞ leke 
Sith nes — 
hne am but Gut dede thez is no — 

| pon tllat ochei ſpde 


mon 
5¹ a by oa rte toure 
uy 0 
fate en ap andere 


Re ſouned o 
Che pref feters on fits ſhyn — — 
lis byttre ſ alt teres wete 


were of 
Kasten HEEISNS 
Dfaife oure ſtryf god woot the frute is Urne 
Thou watheſt now in ttjebes at thy large 
And of mp wo thou peue ſt litelke — 
Thou 9515 maſt wiſdo andmanlede 
Aſſemble afce the e of oure hyn : 
And make Warze ſo ſharpe in this countre 
Chat by ſom guenture os by ſom tretie 
Thou mast Baue hez to lady and 10 wif 
v oꝛ whom g muſt us dest ene tef 
Foꝛ as bp Þey of 
Sith nes thou art at 3 free 
And art a fozde grete in this auauntage 
Moꝛe thay is myn that ſterue here in a cage 
yvoꝛ g may Wepe and wap wiles Jpue 
with alle the oo thatpryſoy may me peue —o 
Und ehe Withe pepne thatfoue me peuetfh afſo . 
Chat doubtith alcemp tourment and my Woo . 
Cherwith the fyre of Jefouſpe Sp ſtert 

within his Breeſt andbenttim the ferte 
So lpodelp that he kikty was to dolde Ee 
Che boy tre 02 aſſtyydede 02 colde 0 
That ſayde o cruet goddeſſe that g duerne 

The woldde With bpudingof you: warde etern 


d ut „ 


And through him bnhappp and ehe wood 
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=  AndWaiteyiy tle table of the atüamant 
pont parlement and pometerygrant 
what is manhynde moꝛe 

Chan is the ſhepe that rouketh in the 


what gouernail is in this pre ſcie nce 
Foꝛ goddes ſake to lettyn 


Thou 
with 


But wefe{J woot in this woꝛld gret pyne is 


Bnto you hold 


Foꝛ is man right es an othez 
And duflitheb2 in pryſop and in areſt 
And hath ſehneſſe and grete aduerſite 
And ofte tyme giltles pai de 


That gilties turmentith jn nocence 
And yet encreſith this alle mp penaunte 
That man is bounde to his obſeruaunce 
of his wille 
There as a beeſt map alle his luſt fulfylle 
Arid whay a beeſt is dede he hatſ no peyn 
And aftez his detſ man map wepe and pleyn 
in this woꝛlde he haue care and Woo 
e doute it may ſtonde ſo 

The aun ſueꝛ of this{et j to deuynes 


Allas g ſea ſerpent 02 a theif 

That manp a true may hath do myſchief 

Gone at histarge and Where him kiſt may turne 
Bnt g muſt be in pryſon throuttt ſaturne 


That hath diſt roytd weile nygh alle tt blode 


Of thebes. with his waſt walles wide 
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Andket him in his priſon ſtikce duelle 
N And of Arcite foꝛtij wotde you tekte 


And venus ſleeth me in that otheꝛ ſite 


Foz ({fouſpe and fere of him arcite 


Now wol q ſtint of palamon alyte 


The ſomez paſſed the nyghtes wa xen loug 
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Encreſieh Fe double wiſe the peynes ſtron:n g 
Bothe of the koueꝛ and of the pryſone: 5 — 
Int woot Wtjo lſatlh tie wofuttez myſ tes 
ſo ſqoꝛtły to ſap this pafamoy „%%% lil 
rpetuattp is dampned topryſon _ ee 
y cheynes and in feters to he de de 

and Arcite is exili d on his hede | 

#o2 euirmoꝛe as oute of that countre 

02 neuiꝛ moꝛe ſhakhe 4 a dy ſee 
pou fouers a ſhe ij noſb this queſtion 8825 
who hath the worſe of Arcite oꝛ Pala mon 
That one map ſe his ta dy dap bp day 
But in pryſon muſt he duelle alwe yr 
Chat othez Where imtyſt map ryde oꝛ go 
But ſe his lady ſhalle he neui mo 
Nob demeth as ye liſt pe that can 
Foꝛ j wille telle foꝛthj as q began 
han that Arcite to thebes come was ; 
fut ofte alday he ſwekt and ſayd allas 

Foz ſe his tady ſhal he ne uiꝛ moo 

And ſũoꝛtety to conccude alle his woo 

So moche ſ0z0W ne ha th ereature 

That is oꝛ ſhakbe White the woꝛkde map duree 
Bis ſtepe bis mete his drinne is him be rafft 
That łene ge wax and drye as isa ſſaf t 

Bis eyen hokol and griſte to hehorde 

His he w fela lw and pale as aſſhen celde 

And ſofitarp he was and euiꝛ al lone 


Ind wayking al the nyght making his mone 
Aud if he herd ſong oꝛ inſtrument 
Than wolde he wepe he myght nat ſtent 
So feble were his ſpirites and ſo kow 
und chaunged ſo that no man coude hnoww 
„d it 


c 9 
wks 
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gars ſpeche ne ſis dope thoutth mey it herde 
ä as 


As in bis gyre fot alle the wozkde it ferde 
Nogttit onty phe tire louers malady 
Of hereos But rathez like to man 
Enttendred of humonuz mala 
Befoꝛy in his cetle fantaſt ie 
And ſſyoꝛtly turne d pp ſo doun 
N Both habite and diſpoſicioun 
* Of him this woful oueꝛ dan Arcite 
. what ſhol de g of his wo alda y en dite 
wan he endurt d hadde a pere oꝛ two 
4 This cruef turment this peyne and Woo 
At Chebes in his countre as g ſapde 
pon a npgtit in ſepe as he um kay de 
Nin thought how that wynged Mercurp 
Bifoꝛy him ſtode and bad de him be merp 
Bis 12 yerd he baaz in honde Sp rittht 


Ans hat he wered Spoybiis he res Grittht 
\ Arꝛayed was this god as he toe hepe 
Z ,ss he was Whay argus toke his ſhepe 
Aaud ſaxd him thus to Athenes thou ſhalt wende 
C'hbere is the ſhape of thy woo an ende 


And with that wozde Arcite a wohe and ſtert 
Now truep ho ſoꝛe that me ſmeꝛt 
Quod he to Athenes wil g fare 
Ne ſoꝛ no drede of deth ſhal g ſpare 
To ſe my lady that q loue and ſerue 
)JJn heꝛ preſence reche Jnat to ſterue 
1 And with that woꝛde he caught a myrouz 
And ſa w that chaunged was his colouꝛ 
And ſaw his biſage in a notheꝛ hynde 
/ ©, Andrigfitanone it rah im in his mynde 
C bat ſitſſen his face was ſo diſſiguted 
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Of mafadp the wh iche Fe Fadde endured 

He mittft wele if that he bare him lor 
Fpue in athenes euixmoꝛe vůvnhnou 
And ſe his kady Weke nygl day be dax 
And right anone he chaunge d his arzay 
Andcfadde him in a poure tabourez 
and alone ſaue only a poure ſqupez be! 

That hne w his pryuite and awe is caass 

wh iche was diſguy ſed pourty as fie was 

To atſenes is he gone the next wax 

And to the courte te went vᷣpon a dap „„ 
And at the gate fe profered his ſerulſſe 5 
To drug and to dra we g what men wolde deupſe 1 5 
And ſhoꝛtly of this mate re foz toſepy - 1 

He fil in office toward a chamberkeyn 

The whiche that was duekcingt with Emely 

ſor he was Wiſe and wele coude aſppe 

Of euer ſeruaunt Whictie that ſerued there 

wele coude he help wode and Watez Gere 

ſor he was pong and mitthty foz the nones 

And therto he was ſtrong and big of bones 

To do that onp Wight him coude deuyſe 

A pe re 02 twohe was in this ſeruice 

Page in the chambre of Emely the bright 

And philoſtrate he ſeyde that he hight 

But hatf ſo wele a koued may ashe iq 

Ne was there none iy courte of his degre 

He was ſo gentyt of condicioun 

That through alle the courte of lis rencun = 


Top ſapde that it were grete charyte V 
That Theſeus wolde enhaun ſe his degre e 
Ind put him in a Wozhipfuf ſernite . 

There that he myglit his dertue excerſiſe 
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| | And thus within a while his name ſprong 


8 As that whan a thing is ſhapyn it ſhatbe 
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The bupyſes tate 


Both of bis de des aud of his gode tong 
That The ſeus bath take him ſo nere 
That of his chambre he made him a ſquyeꝛ 
And yaue him golde to mapntene his degre 
And ehe mey Brought him oute of his countre 
Fro pere to yere fut priucty his rent 
But honeſtky and fight ye it ſpent 
That no may wonder d holuthat he it hadde 
And thre pere in this wiſe his lif he ladde 
Aud bare him in peaſe and ehe in we rꝛe 
There was noman that Cheſeus ſja dde der ze 
And in this bliſſe fete (4 noW arcite 
a+ And ſpehe g wife of Pata mon a kite 
n derkneſſe hozribre and ſtrong pryſoy 
This ſeuyn pere hath ſete this Palamon 
Froꝛ pyned what foz woo and diſtreſſe 
who fecith double Woo and beupneſſe 
But Pata mon that (oue diſtreynetij ſoo 
And wode oute of his Witte he goth foz woo 


And che therto he is a pryſonez 


Parpetuafce and nat onły ſoꝛ a pere 
who coude rpme in engliſſhe propirk 
Bis martirdome fozſoth it am nat 
Therfoꝛe g paſſe aslighly as j may 

It fyl in that ſtuynth yere in may 
The thridde nygijt as olde bokes ſayn 
That alle this ſtoꝛy tellen moꝛe playn 
were it by auenture oꝛ deſtpne 


5 That ſone afteꝛ the midnyght Patamoy 


By ſielpe of a frende broke bath his pryſoy 


And fleeth the cytr as ſone as he may go 
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For he hadde peue his ttapkez drinke ſo 
Df a cfarzep made of a certapne wyne 
with nercotiſes and opye of tliebes fyne 
That alle npttht tt ougij men wolde nim ſhake 
The gayleꝛ ſo ſkepte he mptitit nat awake 

and thus he fteeth as faſt ase max 
The nyt was ſhoꝛte and faſt by the dap 
That nedes coſt tie muſt him ſefue ede 
And to a groue faſt there be ſide 
wittj drede fut fote thay ſtatkith patamory 
ſor ſhoꝛtty this was his opunyon 
That in that groue ſie wol de hum hide alday 
and in the nygtt than wolde lie take his wey 
To thebes War de his frendes foz to prey 
Oy Theſeus toliekpe him to Werzep 
And ſhoztkp eythe e wolde keſe his kyf 
Oꝛ wpnne faire Emely to his wif | 

This is the effecte and the entent playne 
No wol J turne to Arcite ageyn 
Tat tytet᷑ wiſt how nygi was his care 

Tyf that foꝛtune ha dde brougzit him in the ſnare 
The me ry late meſſanger of dap 
— ſoup 4 ede 
And firy pheGus riſe 0 

That alte tbe oꝛient laughith of that ſittht 
And with the ſtre mes drieth the greues 

The ſilueꝛ droppes hanging on the leues 
And Arcite that in the courte ryalle 
with the ſeus his ſqupez principaike 

Js 2pſey andlokett on the me ry day 

Ind fot to dohis ob ſeruaunte tomay 
RememGrin on the yopnte of his deſire 
Ne on his touſeꝛ ſtartling as the fpre 


vo 


— —ů 
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Iss ryden to the feldes im to pley 
Eh coarte Ber fed aft dn eher 
And to the groue of Whiche that g you tolde 
By auenture ſiis wey lie can to ode 
To mae ſm a ga rtond of the greues 
S 
Andtoude he ſong apenſt the ſonne ſhent 

3 Map With al ae res and tlp grene 
_-—_ 
i ope that rene | 
Fe And fro his cou 22 wich luſty derte 
. Into the groue fut ha ſtety bie ſte rie 
And in a pathe he roWmed bp anddouy 
There as bp auenture this Pala mo 
Was in a buſſhe that nomay mittht bim ſe 
Fox ſoꝛe aferde of his det was e 
Mo thing hne he that this Was Arcite 
God Wote tie wolde faue trolbed it fulle kite 
Vo 8-8 But ſoth is ſapd go ſithey many peres 
That feld hath eyen and wode hattj eres 
It is fulle faire a may to here him eupy 
Fi. oꝛ alday men mete at bnſet ſteuyn 
Foꝛ litet ent Arcite of his feta we 
That was ſo nygh to herkyn alle lis ſaw 
whan that Arcite ſja dde row med alhis fille 
P nol ſitteth ſtifle 
nd Arcite ſong alle che roundel luſti ly 
| e 
V Nob tothe reep and ge ie 
nn 
= At as the fry 02 to telle 
. Now it ſipneth nbi reyneth faſt 
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Rigi t ſo can tfue22p Venus one2 caſt 
The hertes of heꝛ foche right as heꝛ dap 
Is gue ri fut. right ſochaunged ſhe arap 
Selde n is the fryday alle the woke kihe 
han that arcite hadde ſonge he gan to ſike 
and he ſet him douy withoute any moze - 
afas quod he the dap that was boze "> 
Holblong Juno through thy crucfte 
wit thou we rien thebes the cyte 
dclas p brouttht is toconfuſion 
The b. ode rpaike of Cadme and Amp ion 
Of Cadmus Whiche was the firſt may 
Chat Thebes bitte 02 firſt tie touy began 
And of the cpte firſt was crowned hing 
D f bis kpuatte am Jand of his ofſpring 
Þp verzap fpne as of the ſtoke rpaffe 
und now gam ſohaptif and ſottrafte 
Chat he that is my moztalke enemy 
ſerue him and am his ſquiez pouerky 

Und pet doth me {Juno were moze ſhame 

Foꝛ q date nat be hnoWe mpy oben name 

But there as j wonte was to fight Arcite 
Now bitthe J phikoſt rate nat woꝛth a myte 
atlas thou fef mars ałias ticu uno 
Thus you ire hath ouꝛ lynage at foꝛdo 

Saue onfp me and wrechid pala mon 

That The ſeus martreth in pryſon 

And ouer alte thus to ſle me dᷣtte rty 

Loue hath his fprp dazte ſo hrennyngly 

t ſtrpheth tiᷣrongij my true careful jerte 
That ſhapen was erſt mp deth than mp ſhe rte 
pe ſce me with youꝛ eycn Emely · | 
ye be the cauſe Wherfoze that J dye 


TY And with that woꝛde he fyl doun in a traunce 


;uoꝛ ire ſe quone he nolde notengre 


a © wr 


Acc unxglktee tate 


. | D f afte the remenaunt of mpy othe care 
Ne ſette g nat themountance of a tare 
So that i coude do aught to pouꝛ pleſaunce 


A tko ndafterarde he vy ſtert 
T fis Pakamoy that thought through bioberte 


He felt a colde ſwerde ſodenly gfpde * 


And whan that he ha ti ſherd Arcites tale 
Zs he were Wode With face di de and pale 
He ſtert him vy oute of the buſſhe thicke 


And ſeid urcite falſe traytom 

Now art thouhent that ioueſt mp la dy ſoo 

Foz whom that haue this pepne and Woo 

And art mp blode and to my touncey t ſwoꝛ 

and ful ofte haue tol de the Here hi 

And haſt be iape d here dube The ſeus 

And falſety haſt chaunged thy name thus 

wil be de de 02 elles thou ſhalt 

Thou ſhalt nat koue my la dy Emely 

But j wille toue fiez onfp and no moo 

ſoz jam Patłamon thy moztat foo 

And tkough g haue no weppy in this place 

But oute of pryſon am ſtert bytrace 

I drede nat outhez thou ſhalt dye 

Oꝛ thou ne ſhalt nat louen Emely 

Che ſe Whiche thou wilt. thou ſhalt nat aſterte 
T bis Arcite with fuffe de ſpitous herte 

wWhan he him hne w and hadde his tale herde 

As ferſe as von pullid oute his ſue rde 

And ſayde thus hy god that ſytte a bone 

Net it that thou art ſche and wode ſoꝛloue 

Andche that thou no we pyn haſt in this place 


* 
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Thou ſtoldeſt heuiz oute of this groue pace 
That thou ue ſhuldeſt dye of myy hond 
#02 q defpe ty ſurete and thy bond 
which that thou ſayſt g haue made to the 
what derꝛy fole thinke thatłoue is fre 
aud g wot loue bez magre al thy migit 
But foz aſmoche as thou art a unyg et th 
And wilneſt to darrayne here by bataiffe 1 
Haue here my trouth to moꝛoſw g wille nat fachltrtre 


withoute Witting of any otheꝛ wittht 
Tees mm — as a hnyg — 
and bringen harneys pnoW foz the 

àndcheſe the beſt andleue the woꝛſt tome 
Ind mete anddrinke this nyithe wil j Bring 
pnolÞ foꝛ tle and clothes foz thy bedding 
und if ſo be that thou mptadp wpnne 
And ſte me in this wode that g am in 
Thou ma iſt wele ane thy lady as foꝛ me 
This pafamoy aunſuerdh grant it the 
And thus they be departed tit amoꝛo — 
whey eithez of them bath leid his feith to boꝛow 

Occupied oute of alle charite IS 

O rettne that woldeſt haue no fekaW with the 

ful ſoth is ſaid that toue ne loꝛdſhip 

wil nat his thanhes haue ony felauſſſip 

we finde this of arcite and pala mon 

arcite is ryden anone into the toun 

und on the mozoWe anone oꝛ it were light 

ſuf prpuekp twoharneyshath he digit 

Bott ſufficient and mete and todarzepepy 

The bataylle in the fel de bit wix them twyne 

And on his hoꝛſe allone as he was bozr 

He taried the harneys him bifoꝛn 


CE Thochaunttettay the colouꝛ in hez face 


— With oute fa 


- Pen nn 
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. A d the roue at tyme and place ſet 
9 this pala mon bee y mette 


Right as the hunters in regne of trace 

That ſtondeth at the gappe with a ſpere 

whan hunted is the kyoun and the bere 

And herith hym come ruſſhing in then reues 

And brehith Both bowes and ehe leuys 

And thinketh here cometh my moztafennemp 

he muſt be dede oꝛ q 
; ie 


— 


Due mut ſke me if j 


So ferden they 


mys dappe 
n they inchaunging of thei: fel 
As feꝛ as ony of them ottjez hne lo 
Theꝛ nas nogode day ne ſaluyng 
But ſtreight with oute woꝛdes of reherſing 
Eueriche of them helpith to arme otheꝛ 
as frendly as he Were his olwen bzother 
And afteꝛ that with ſharpe ſperes ſtronge 
They foyney eche at otheꝛ wondre long 
Thou mygijtiſt wene that this pala mon 
In his fegoting Were a Wode lyon 
And as a cruet tigic Was arcite 
ds Wilde Boꝛes tan they to giddre ſmyte 
That froten white as fomt foꝛ ire wode 
Pp to the ancłe faught they in theiꝛ blode 


And in this Wiſe glette them fyghting duelle 


And foꝛſoth g wil of the ſeus pou tele 5 
The deſteny myniſtre generalle 
That execute th in the Woꝛlde oue2 alle 

The purueaunce that god hath ſeey bifory 


| Soſtrantteitis that thoutth the worlde at} ſwon 


Thecontrarp of a thing bp pe 92 nap 


nm 
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The hux 


pet ſomtyme it ſhal falle pon a day 

That falfithnateſt in a thouſand pere 
And certapuly ous appetites ere 

Be it of peaſe ate warre oꝛloue 

Alle is rule d bp the ſitift aboue — 

This mene j now bp my(thty Theſeus 

That foꝛ to hunte is ſo de ſirous 

and na melp at the grete herte in May 3 

That in his beddetijere da witl um no dax 

That be nys cladde and ri dy fox to ryde 

ith hunte and hoꝛne aud houndes him be ſide 

ſo: in his huntyng hatij he ſuche defite 18 

That it is alle his ioye and alle his appetite 

To be him ſetue tlie grete heꝛtes bane 

foꝛ after Mars ße ſerued no dyane 

Cfere was the day as g haue tol de ez this 

And theſeus with alle ioye and blis 

itt his ppolita the faire quene 

and Emety 1 — — by 

And huntyng been Dpa 

And to the groue that ſtode there faſt bj 

y whiche thez was an herte as men him tolde 

Puke The ſeus the ſt re igt wey bath holde 

And to thetande he rideth fukte right 

#02 thidez was the hert wont to haue his flig zt 

And oueꝛ a broke and ſo foꝛtij on his wep 

Che duke wol de haue a cours of him oꝛ twey 

with houn des ſuche as he Liſt to tocomande 

and whan this duke was come to the lande 

Yudre the ſonne he kohed and that anon 

He Was Waaz of Arcite and Pafanon 

Chat foughtey hre me as it were boſles to 

The b right ſwerdes went to and fio 

el 


— 
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© Holiſdouſky that with theleſt ſtroke 


But tcfcith me What myſt ze men pe 


C wo woful wreches be we twocaptpues 


And as thou arte a rigijtful loꝛde and iu 
Ne yeue 5s netheꝛ mercy ne refutte 
But ſte me firſt ſoꝛ ſeint cha rite 


That fro thy londe was banyſſhed on his hede 
| fo: whiche he bath de ſerued tobe dede ou 

Foz this is he that tam to thy gate 

Aud ſayde that he hight phitoſtrate 


Pe. o: ſith nes tlie day is come that g hatte dpe 
1 g make pfepnfy my con fe ſſioun 


85 


The kuygdtes Tale 


He ſemed that it wolde haue felted an che 
But What they were nothing be ne wote 


 Tdisduke with his ſpoꝛes his courſeꝛ ſmote 
Andat a ſtert he was betwix them two 
— — ſeſinge at 
No moꝛe ne of leſin 2 
See og rv he bathe dede 
T 


at ſmpteth any ſtroke — 2 r bo 
That been ſo hardy to figifit here 


withoute any Juge oꝛ ottjez officere 


as thoutth it were in liſtes ryally 
This Pala mon aunſuerdhaſtely 


Aud ſayde ſir what nedith woꝛdes moo 


we haue the deth de ſerul d hothe two 


That beeyencombred of oure oWne kyues 


ge 


But ſfee mp fera we che aſ ele as me 


Piu ſte him firſt fox thoutzh thou hnow hi lite 


He is thy inoztalce foo this is arcite 


Thus he hatſ iaped the ful many a pere 
And thou ha ſt ma de him thy chief ſquyez 
And this is he that kouetſi Emely 


—_— 
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That q am that woful Pala mon 
Chat hat ehy pryſoy brobe wicketer 
Jam thy moꝛ tał foo and je am 
Coat foneth ſoßote Emely the bright 
That wol dye here preſent iy her ſigt 
The rfoꝛe gj a ſhe deth of my (jeWpſe _ 
But ſt: my felalb in the ſame wiſe 
ſo Goth haue we de ſerued to he ſtaypy _ 

Bis woꝛthy Duke aun ſue ri d anone ageyn 
t And ſaid this is a ſhoꝛte conckuſiouůnn 
youꝛ olbn moutt be pouz con fe ſſioun 
Hath da mpned you andg wii it recozde 
jc ne dith nat to pey ne pou with the cozde 
ye ſhal de d: de by mpghtp ars the re de 
Che quene anone foz berzap woma nee de 
Gan to wepe and ſodid E meko 
And ale the la dyes in tat company 
Grete pyte was as tem thouttit atce 
Chat euiꝛ ſuche a chaunce ſhotde be falle 
Fo: gentyemen thep were and of grete aſtate 
And no thing but foꝛ koue was this de ba te 
and ſaw their body weuude s w de and ſoꝛe 
And aife crpdey both kaſſe and moꝛe 
Hue mercy loꝛde Spoy Vs women alle 
And on thetz bare knees douy they falle 
Ind wolde haue hyſt his feet the re as he ſtode 
Til at the faſt ſtaked was his mode 7 
ſoz ppte renneth ſone in gentyc hert 
And thoutth he firſt foꝛ ire quoke and ſtert 
He con ſidred ſhoꝛtiy in a ckauſe 
The treſpas of them both and ehe the cauſe 
And al though that his ire theiꝛ gilt accuſed 
pet in his tea ſon he them bothe e xcuſtd 

e u 


= 7 
_ 
— 
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as tius he t6 it that 


5 And in his gentyl 
And ſoft vnto him ſelue he ſay d fy 
pon a loꝛd that wp 


Bow myghty and how grete a koꝛd is he 
Ayenſt his migſit theꝛ gayneth non ob ſtakyl 


That queyntly cam oute of m 


And knobben that g am theiz moꝛtal enemy 

And that theiꝛ deth lieth iy mp mpttbt alſo 

And pet hath foue maugre their epy two 

Brought them hitheꝛ both foꝛ to dye 
Nod lob eth is nat this an hig folye 

who map be a foole hut if that he koue 


Thelhnygstes Tate A 


wol helpe him ſelue in loue as fe can | 
and detiueꝛ him ſel ue oute of pryſon 5 
and ehe iy his hert he ha dde compaſſion 

Of women foꝛ they were eueꝛ in one 

bert he thouttht anoon 


haue uo mercy 
But Be a lyoun Both iy woꝛd and dede 
To then that been in repentaunce and drede 
As wele as a proude diſpitous may 


That wyfmapntene that he firſt began 


Chatcozdbath lytet of diſcrecion 


That in ſuche a caas can no diuiſion 


But weyeth pryde and humble neſſe afte ꝛ one 

And ſhoꝛtly whan his ire is thus a gone 

He gan to rohe on them with even blahe and valy 
And ſpake theſe woꝛdes al on hye 

The god of fone a benedicite 


He map be ckeped a god foꝛ his myracle 
Fo te can make at his oWy guyſe 
Dfeuery herte as him fiſt deupſe 
£ohere this Arcite and this pala mon 
þ prifog 
es ryally 


And myght haue lyued in The 


TlebnpſſesTate—— 


Beſjolde foꝛ goddes ſake that ſittetſ abouuwe 
Se hob they hlede he thep nat wefearzaped — 
Thus hath theizfozd the god of foue them payed 
Theiz wages and their fees of theiz ſeruiſe 
And pet they wene foz to be fut wiſe - 
That ſerue toue foz autit that may fallfe 
But this is yet the beſt ga me of alle 
That ſſhe fox whom they Caue this gotite 
Can them therfoze aſmoche thanke as me 
Ile wote nomoꝛe of alle this hote fare 
By god than wote a cuchoW oꝛ an lare 
But af muſt he aſſayd hote oz col de = 
à may muſt be a fooke yong 02 ofde 
 wote it by mp ſekue fukkon(t agoon 
Foꝛ in mp tpme a ſeruauut was (J one Ps: 
And therfoze ſithnes g hne w of koues pepne | 
And wote hol ſoꝛe it can a man diſtreoen 
As be that S eij be cautifit in this laas „ 
vou fozpene alle holy this treſpas e 
And atte requeſt of te quene that knefit{ ere 
And eke of Emely mp ſuſtre dere 
and pe ſhal both anone onto me ſwere 
That neui mo pe ſhak my countre dere 
Ne make Warze oy me nyßjt ne day 
But be my frendes in alte that ye may 
you foryeue tljis tit ſpas enerydele 
And they him ſware his a ſhing faire and wete 
and him of loꝛdſhip and merey praped 
and he them grannted and thus he ſapd 

O ſpehe of woꝛthylynage and richeſſe 
tChough that ſhe were a que ne oꝛ a princeſſe 
Oche of pou both is worthy doutekeſſe 
To wedde Whay tyme is. but neuirthefeſſe | 

eli | - 


o — — 
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A Pſpebeas 
Fo 


That is to ſep Wwhetlhez he 02 thou 
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fot my ſuſtre Emely 
whom pe ſaue this ſtryf and this getouſp 
ye wote pouz ſekf pe may nat wedde two 
At oues. though that pe fight euir mo 
That one of pou al be him kot oꝛ tief 
He mot go pppe in an guy keef 
Toisis to ſep ſhe map nat haue both 
Al be 2 OY o lothe 
And fo: you put i 
That eche of pou ſhjal ſjaue bis deſtene 
as him is ſhappy and herkyn iy what Wiſe 
Co here pou2 ende of that ij ſhal deuyſe 
Mp Wye is this foꝛ pat concłuſioun 
 bithoute any moꝛe repfica 
pf that you lyheth take it for 


N 


| beſt 
That eueriche of pou ſhalke go where him lyſt 


Freły withoute raunſoy 02 daungere 
And this day fyfty wehes fe2 ne nere 
Eueriche of pou ſhal bring an hundreth knyti{tes 
Ar med foꝛ lyſteo vp at af rigij tes 
Al ri dy to da rieyne here by bata 

And this behote q pou Witt oute fayle 
Ypoy mp troutfe and as ; am true hnittft 
That Whethez of pou both hatß that myttht 


Map with his fundretf as J ſpake of now 

Sle his con tra ry 02 oute of tpſtesdrpue 
Him ſhal q yeue Emely to bpue 
To whom that foꝛ tune penetf ſo faire a grace 
The lyſtes ſhatJ make on this place 


And god ſo wiſty on mp ſoule re we 


ds g ſhaleuyne inge be and true 


The hnytites Tate . 


ye ſ6al none othe2 ende with me mae 

That one of pou ne ſhakbe dede 02 tage 
and if ye thinke this is wele ſapd 

Sayeth pou aupſe and hold you paide 
This is pout end and pour concłkuſioun 
wh0fohith now ligijtey but Palamon 
who ſpryngeth vp for top but Arcite 
who coude tek 02 who coude endite 
The ioy that made is in this place EH 
whey Theſeus hadde do ſo fapre a grace 


But doun a knees Wentenerp Wight -— 
And thanked him With af elſeire mygt 
And namefy the Thebansoft ſitle 
And thus With gode hope andherte bfpth 8 
They take theiꝛ keue and hom ward they ryde 
To thebes with his ofde walles wyde RE, 
trow men wol de it deme nettfettence 

pf q foꝛyete to tetłe the diſpence 

Of Theſeus that goth ſo beſily : 

To make bp the lyſtes rypalkp — 

Tat ſuche a nohle theatre as it was 

daz Wefe ſap ty this woꝛlde there nas 

The circuyte a myle therof was aboute = 


wafſed with ſtone and diched rounde abouert 


Rounde was the ſhappe in manez of acompas 
Ful of degrees the hight of ſixty paas 
Chat Way a may was ſette in one degre 

He letted nat his fela w foꝛ to ſee 


ſt ward there was a gate of marbyf white E 


eſt warde ſuche an note: iy thoppoſite 
And ſhoꝛtly toconciude ſuche a place 0 


bas none tyerth of ſo lytet page 


ſoꝛ iy the konde thez was nocraftes may 
| 7 2...-P io 


— 
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| 8 That geometry 02 arſmetr can 


2 


And foꝛ to dohis r 


An oꝛatoxp riche foꝛ to ſee 


Firſt in the tempfe of denus thou mayſt ſe 
Drought in the walle ful pytouſty to Beholde 


Beaute and pouthe baudrp and richeſſe 
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Ne poꝛtreture ne haruazof pmagies 
That Theſeus ne paf mete and wages 
Ce en "IN 
a 

Ne E ſt warde ha th Bp on the gate aboue 


n worſhip of venus goddeſſe of foue 


Do make ay autre anday Dzatozp 
Aud on the we ſt wa rde in memozp 
Of mars. hath he made ſuche an othez 
That coſt large of gold a fothez 


And noꝛth ward in a toure of the alle 


Of whyte afabaſtre and rede cozaf 


In woꝛ ſhip of dyane goddeſſſe of chaſtite 
Ha th The ſeus do wrougtht in noble wiſe 
But yet hadde g foꝛgete foꝛ to deuyſe 

The noble ha ruyng and the poztretures 
The ſhap the countenaunce and the figures 
That weren in the oꝛa tours thre 


Tie broken ſkepis and the ſifthes colde 
The ſecrete terys and the weymentyng 
The fprp ſtrokes and the de ſiring 
Tbatfoues foches in this woꝛlde endurpy 
The othes that theiz couenauntes aſſurpy 
Pleſaunce hope deſire and fool Fardpneſſe 


Charmes and ſocery leſynges and {fate 
Dyſpenſe beſ — and (jefouſp ter 
That wered of ye ko gooldes a tfarfond 


"IF Anda cuckow ſitting oy ker hond 
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feeſtes inſtrumentes carolfes anddaunſes 
Luſt and arzape and eke the circumſtaunces 

D f foue. whiche that g rehyn and tel ſhalfe 
Be oꝛdre Were peynted on the wakffe 
and mo than g tan make mention 

foꝛ ſothlp alte the mounte of Cicero 
That beuusbatth hez principatfe duelling 
was ſtewedoy the wal hez poztryngs - 
with al the ioy and alle the fuſtpnes - 
Nat was fozpetey the pozters pdilneſſe 

Ne Narciſus the fapre poze agoon 

Ne pet the foly of king Sala mon 
The enchauntment of mi dea and hardyneſſe 
Of gaſon ) wil nat now expreſſe 8 
Ne pet the ſtrenght of hercutes 
Thenchauntment of medea and Clirces 
Ne of turnus with his hard fyers coꝛage 
The riche Creſuscaptyf iy ſeruatte 
Thus map pe ſe that wiſdome ne ri 


$75. 
Beaute ſcepyiit ſtrenght ne hardyneſſe 


Ne map With venus holde champartie 
ſo as ſte kyſt the woꝛl de ſhe map gye | 
So alte theſe folke caught were in tjez laas 

Ty they foz wo fut᷑ oft ſayd allas E 
Suffiſe th theſe enſamples one 02 two 
and though Jcoude rehyn a thouſand mo 
The ſtatne of denus gloꝛious foz to ſe 
was naked fietpntt in the karge ſee - 
And fro the nauyl doun al couerd ſte was 
with wa wes grene and Bright as any glas 
A cytole in heꝛ right hand hadde ſhe 

And on heꝛ hede ful ſemeky on to ſe 

I roſe garkond freſſhe and weke ſimeſcins 


And 


Abe unx gates tete 


A Gone ſe 2 jede dounes atſoftpherin(t 
B ifoꝛn bez ſtode bez ſonnecuppto 
Dpoy dis wynges ha dde he two 
beynde be Was as it is ofte ſern 
A Bob be aas and arolvesGright and hene 
2 $rnens J nat ehe ceſfe pou alle 

be poꝛtryntz that was pᷣpon the walke 
within the temple of my ty ma rs tlie rede 
alle was peynted the walkes in lengũt and b rede 
eyhe to te Eſtris of tle gryſq place — 
That hig t the grete temple of mars in trace 
[jy that colde noztfery froſty reſioun 
_ There as Mars fiat is ſouerapne manſiouy 
Fyrſt on the walle was peynted a fozeſt 
Jh whiche theꝛ duellith neytheꝛ may ne beſt 
witßh k notty and hnerry harayn trees elde 
Of ſtubbes ſharpe and hidous to beholde 
in whiche ray as a rumhyt in a faoW 
as though it a ſtoꝛme were ſhold breſt euery boÞ 
And doun ward on ay hyl vndre abent 
There ſtode the temple of marce armppotent 
wrought of alle urnyd ſtele the which the entre 
was long and ſtrepght and gaſtly for to ſe 


And cheroute cam a ragte and ſuche a Bepſe 


That it made alle the ga tes foꝛto repſe 

The noꝛthron ligt at the doꝛe ſhone 

Fo: WpndoW oy the walle was thez none 

Th rougß wi ich men myth anyligßt diſcerne 
The doꝛes wer al of atfemaundesetery 

p clenchyd onerth wart and endlong 
with iron told foꝛ to make it ſtrong 
ue ry pyleꝛ the temple ſoꝛ to ſuſtepy 
was ton ne grete of proy bryttht and ſhene 


* 


The knyhltes Tate | 


There ſa w i firſt the derke ymage nynt 
Of fekony and alle the compaſſing 
The cruel ire rede as any (fede 
The ppkpurs andeke the pafedrede 
The ſmyleꝛ With the hnyf bndre the clone 
The ſhepey brennyng with 9 N 
The treſon of the murdring in the beddbe 
The open wer ꝛys with woundes alle bledde 
Contahe witß bfody 
and fufof chirlyng was that ſoꝛy place 
The ſteez of him ſekue pet ſaW\j there 
e 
e nayle p dryue an n 
The colde deth With mouth gapyng bp right 
a mpddek of the tempke ſat myſchaunſe 
with diſcomfozte and ſorpcontenaunce 
pet ſaw] wodeneſſe laushing in his rage 
Armed compſepnt, othes and fpers cozagte 
The carapne in the Guſſhe with throte y coꝛue 
a thouſand ſrayn. and nat of quatme y ſtozue 
The tiraunt with the prape hy fozce y raft 
The touy diſtroped theꝛ Was no thing kaft 
pet ſal g brent the ſhippes hoppſteris 
The hunteꝛ ſtrangted with the wilde berps 
The ſow freting the childe in the cradyre 
The cooke y ſcalded foꝛ alle his kong la dyt 
Nat foꝛgettyn was the infoꝛtuue of marte 
The carte2 ouer ryden with his oWy carte 
Vndre the wheke ful lo we he kay a dow o/ 
There were alſo of martes deuyſioun 
The barbouꝛ the bouche ꝛ and the ſmyth 
That foꝛged ſharpe ſwerdes in the ſtith 
and at a bone depay nted in a toure 


ünyf and ſharpe manaeg 


Iv Thus was it peynted g can ſap no ferze 


d 


. Thc bnpgſtes tate 


Sa we Jconqueſt ſittyntz in grete honouꝛ 
with the arp ſ werd oueꝛ his he de 
Hanging by a ſubtck twyned threde 
Dereynted was there tlie ſcaugttitez of Julius 
DOfgrete Nero and of Anthonius 
Af be it that tlliche tyme they were Snbozy 
pet was theiz detſ paynte d thez hifon 
Vy manyſſhing of Marce rigſt by figure 
do was it ſtiewed right by poꝛtre ture 
As it is depaynted in the ſterzesaboue 
who ſqalbe ſtayn oꝛ elles dede fox loue 
Suffiſeth one enſa mple in ſtozpes elde 
g map nat rehyn them afſe though j mold 
T he ſtatue of Mars bpoy a carte ſtode 
Arme d andfoked{trpm as he were wode 
And oueꝛ his he de tier ſhynen two ſigures 
Of ſterꝛes that been called in ſcriptures 
That one puella hight that othez Rubeus 
This god of armes was araped thus 
wolf thez ſtode bi foꝛn him at his feet 
with eyen rede and of a man he ete 
witß ſubtel pen ſtt was paynted this ſtoꝛy 
J rt doubtyng of Mars and of his gloꝛy 
Now to the temple of dyane the cha ſte 
as ſſioꝛtty as Jcay i wil me haſt 
To telle pou alle the diſcripeion 
Depeynted been the walles y and dow 
Of ſuntyng andof ſha mefaſt chaſtite 


Ther ſaw ig bow woful Cafiſtope 
wan dyane greuyd was with be n 
was turned frog woman toa bere Tt 
And afteꝛ was ſhe made the lode ſterꝛe — 
I 


The hnygſſces Tate 


Ke: ſonne is ehe a ſterte as men may ſe 
Thez ſaW\Jdane turned vntyl a tre 
mene nat tle goddeſſe dya 

But peneus dough te: 
There ſaW\j atheon ay hert y maki d 


ſaw how that houndes haue Him caught 
and fretyn him foꝛ they kneW him naught 
pet p peyntid was a litet furthernioze 
How athatante hnnted the wylde boze 
And meliagez and many othez mo 


Foz which dyane Wroutttit him ca re and woo 


There ſa wg many a nothez wondre ſtoꝛy 
The wh iche me liſt nat draw in me mory 
This ttoddeſſe on an hert hitth is ſete 

with ſmale houn des al aboute heꝛ fe te 

And bnderneth heꝛ feet ſhe had a mone 

we xyng it was and ſhold wane ſone 

Jn ga wdy grene heꝛ ſtatue c{otfed was 
with 6oW in hond and arowes in a caas 
Het epeycaſt ſte fut old a douunn 
There płuto hathj his derbe regioun 

A woman trautking was hez biſ en 
But foz Ger childe Was ſo long ůn bon 
ful pytouſkp lucyna gan ſhe cafe 


Ind ſayd help foꝛ thou mayſt beſt of alle 255 
ele coude he peynte kyuelp that it wrought 


with many a fkozepy he his hewes Bought 


Od been theſe lyſtes made and Theſeus 
n That at his grete coſt hath arapcd thus 


The te mples and the theatre euerydel 


bay it was doon it lyhe d him wondre we de 


But ſtynt J bxtof Theſeus alite 


ne = 
which that bigft dane 
foꝛ bengeaunce that he ſa w dyane al naked 
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| And ſpeke of Pafamoy aud Arcite 
That exeriche ſhold ay hundreth hnygjtes bring 


And ſom wolde haue a pryce ſheld 


| The knyge tes tate 


The day approcheth of theire retornyng 


The batayte to darzeyy as ꝗᷓ you tolde | 
And to Athenes theire couenaunt foꝛ tofokde 
Bath eue rich of them brought aytundreth knygftes 
wele y armed foz the warte at at rigijtes 
And ſyknerty there tro le d many a may 
That neui ſith the woꝛlde began 

as foꝛ to ſpi he of hnygithode of theiz fond 
As fer as god fſaty ma de ſee and lond 

Nas of ſo fe w ſo noble a company 
jfoz eucrp wigut thatfour deheuatrp 
And wol de his thankes haue a pa ſſing na me 
Nath praye d that he might be of that ga me 
Aud wel was him that therto choſen was 
Fo if theꝛ fyt tomozoW ſuche a caas 
ye hnoW wel that euery luſty hnygit 

That ioueth pa ramouis and hath his myglit 
We re it in englond oꝛ elles Whez 
They wolde thei ttankes willen to be thez 
To figit foꝛ a lady e bent dicite 
Jt were a luſty ſight foꝛ to ſe 
And right ſo faireth they with Pala mo 
with him ttjez went anyghtes ma ny oon 
Som Wo(d be armed in habergteoy 
Som in breſt plate and in light gippoy 
Ant ſom Wot gauea peiz of ptates karge 
andearge 
Som Wold be armed on his legges weke 

And haue ay ay and ſom a mace of ſtete 
The2 is no new guyſe hut it was holde 
Armed were they as haue tol de 


The knp{fftes Tale 


Eneriche afte2 lis oy opunpoy 
| — — — ala mon 
kigurge him ſekue the grete hyng of trace 
Dlahe Was ts berde and manty was bis fare 
The circkes of his eyen in his hede 
They glolbden het wix ye low and rede 
and kyhe a g kohed he aboute 
with ke mpte heres in his hrolwes ſtoute 2 
His lymes grete his bra wnes herde and ſtrontt 
His ſhu(dres brode his armes rounde and kong 
. 
ce hig vpon a cha re o 
with fouz white boſes in the traps 
y ſtede of tate a rmure ouez his harnepßs 
with naykes yelow and hrigt as any gelde 
He hadde a here ſkhpnne cool blake ſoꝛ oide 
His kong heres Were he mpt betjinde his bake 
ds any rauen fetliez jt ſone foꝛ blahe g 
a breth of golde arme grete of fuge we yt 
Dpon his de ſat. fuk of ſtones bright 
Df fpy rubpes and of fpy diamauntes 
aboute his care ther went alauntes 
Twenty and moo as grete as any ſtee2 
Tohunde atte fpouy oꝛ effes at the deer 
and folowed him with moſel faſt y bounde + 
Colers ofgolde and toꝛettes fyled rounde „VC 
du hundreth koꝛdes he ha dde in his rowte . 
Armed wel with hertes ſterne and ſtoute EE a I 
pthe Arcite as men in ſtoꝛy fynde OE i 
The ſtrong Emetrius the hing of ynd , 
Ypon a Gap ſtede y trapped alte in ſteke 
armed with; a cloth of geld y dia prid wele | SOT AS | 
Cam ridingfphe god of armes marce NE 


is ſhulders 
bright as fpre ſparkling 
Were ronne 
as the ſonne 
e 


ſ 
His lippes 
A few frakfes i»6is face were ſprent 
BetWiy yelol and ſom dele Habe y meynt 
And as a kyounhe tone d aboute faſte 
Of vv pere of age g him caſt 
His berde was Weke bettonne foz to ſpring 
His bopce was as a trompe thondring 
V pon his he de he wered of kaureꝛ grene 
A (tarfondfreſſte and luſty foꝛ to ſene 
Ypoy his honde he Baaz ſoꝛ his dedwyte 
An egle ta me as anytyly White 
An hundretſ knygtes hadd ie With him there 
af armed ſaue theire ſie des in alle theire ere 
we re riche ly a rrayed in al mane2 thinges 
Truſtith wele af eres dukes and hinges 
we re ga dre d iy this noble company 
foꝛloue and encrece of cheuakryt N 
aboute this hing there ronney on euery parte 
wele many a ta me lioun andlibart 
And in this wiſe the loꝛdes alle and ſow 
Been on the ſonTap to tie cite com 
Aboute pꝛy me and in the toy a ligt 
This The ſeus this dube this woꝛthy hn 
when he ha dde brought them in to his eite 
And ynned them eue riche at his de gre 


pit 


4 4M 3 73 - 
* 
4 5 
* gy 52 
„„ F 
x el * 
8 4 * 
Fo F244 is 
* k. a * 
N 8 1 * 
22 <4 


Tlehbnyiftes Tae 


feſtith them and doth ſotretekabouz — 
— — „ 
That men wenen that no mannes witte 
Of none aſtate ne coude amende it 
The mynſtralcy the ſeruice at the feſte 


ar Theſeus paleye 
Ne who ſat fi pon thedeſe 
D: Whatadies fapreſt been oꝛ beſt daunſpng 
Oꝛ Which of themcay beſt daunce oꝛ ſonng 
Ne who mooſt felpnitky ſpeteth of toue 
what haWhes ſpton the pirches abou 
what houndes lyen in the flooꝛ dou 
Prof theſe ran Geſ 

ut of the me 

Nolb comyth tte poynte and erkyy if pe pſt 


. 


t Whaypakamoyherd the larke ſyng 
af tout it were nat day by oures two = 
pet ſong the larke and palamon right tho 
with holy herte and with an ig coꝛage 
3s rſey to wende on bis piſiframage 
Ynto the bliſfut Sotherea benyttne 
mene benus honourable and digne 
— in — 2 —— fozth _ 

nto thelyſtes there fez tempte was 
anddouy he knefith and with humble chere 
and with hert ſoze lie ſayde as pe ſhal here 
ſapreſt o fapre okadpmpy Lenus 
Oouttttez to gouis and ſpouſe tobfcanng 
That 8 mount of Sithereon 
Foz that fone ttfoulſaddeſt to Idoy 
Haut pytee on mp bpttre teres ſmert 


„„ 
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Ne ſonday at nygit os day began to ſprin g 


 Tfeknyjftes Cate 


And tabe myfunbly —— to thy hert 
Allas I ſaue notangage foꝛ to telle 

Che effecte ne the turment of myn helle 

yy hert may nat myn harmes be wrey 

Jam ſo ſoꝛoufut᷑ that can nat ſep 5 

But mercy lady Bright tathnoWweſt wele 

' Mp thouttht and ſeeſt the harmes that i fele 

Conſidre this and rewe boy my ſoze 

as wyſty as i ſſat᷑ foꝛ euirmoꝛe 

FE mfozeh mp mytiht thy true ſeruaunt to be 

And holde wa rie kady alley wa tl chaſtite 


T That g make myn auoe ſo pe me ſecp 


he pe nat of armes fo to yilpe 
Ne gaſhe nat tomozoW foꝛto haue the dictoꝛy 
Ne renouy in this caas ne deyngloꝛy 
Of pryſe of armes to 6foW bp and doun 
But wolde fully haue poſſioun 
Of E metp and dye in heꝛ ſeruice 
Fynde thou the mane re how and What wyſe 
iretche nat but it map bettre he 

To baue pictoꝛy of tſiem oꝛ they of me 
So that g haue my lady in myn armes 

Foꝛ tough ſo be that mars he god of armes 
pouz dᷣertue is ſo grete in feupy aboue 
That if thou lyſt g ſFakke haue my fone 
Thy temple wol (J wozſtip euirmo 
And on an autre Where q ryde oz goo 
wol do ſacrifice and fyres bete 
And if ye wyk nat ſo my lady ſwete 
Than pray i the to mozol with a ſpere 
That Arcite me thougſ the herte bere 
Than reche J nat whay ij haue koſt mp (pf 
T'hbougß that Arepte wedde hez to wif 


The bnytftes Take 


This is theffect and ende of my praye ? 
peue me my laue mp hliſſed lady dere 
whay that the oꝛyſon was done of pal amo 
Bis ſacrifice he did and that anone 
ful pitouſty with alle circumſtaunces 
af telle q nat now his obſeruaunces 
and alle the ſtatue of denns ſoae 
And made a ſittne wherby that he tone 
That his proves accepted was that dap 
Foz thoutt(h the figure ſije wed deftap g 
pet Wiſt tie Wele that graunted was his bone 
And with gladde herte he went him home ſone 
The ti ridde oure equat᷑ that pata mon) 
Began to Benus temple foꝛ to goon) 

6 p roſe the ſonne and pp roſe Emely 
And to the temple of dyane gan bye 
He2 mapdens that ſhe with heꝛ thideꝛ lad 

Fuk redely Witt) them the fpre they lad 
Thencence the clothes and the remenaunt alle 
That to the ſacriſice fongen ſhafte 
The hoꝛnes fukof methe as was the (fupſe 
There fached nautftit to doon heꝛ ſacrifice 
Smoking the temple ful of clothes fapre 
This Emely With hert debonayꝛ 

Hez body we ſſhe with wateꝛ in a welle 

But HoW ſhe did there j daz nat teffe = 

But it be any thing in gene ralle 

And pet it were a game foꝛ to here alle 8 
To him that menyth Wee it were nocharſe 
But it is gode a may be at his karge 

He bright here was hempt and ůntreſſed atſe 
anda crowne of grene oke ſery alle 

Y poy heꝛ hede Was ſet ful fayꝛe and mete 
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C wo fpres oy the autte can ſhe bete 
And 4-5 thinges as mey may beholde 


way hyndled was the fyre with ppeons chere 
- Yutodpane ſte ſpake as ye may flere 


And if ſo be thou wil do me no grace 


_  Cfebnygſtes Tate 


In ſtate of Thebes and in bokes ofde - 


><aſt goddeſſe of tie wode grene 
—þ whom Goren and ertzz and ſee is ſene 
Quene of the regne of pluto derke and lol 


Goddeſſe of mapdens that my hert faſt know 


ful many a pere and woteſt what i deſyre 
as hepe me fro tie vᷣengeaunce and thpy ire 
That àtheon aBouttht truly 


Chaſt goddeſſe wele woteſt thou that 5 


Deſire tobe a mayden alle mytyf 
Ne neutz wol g Ge foue ne Wpf 
am thou woteſt pet of thy companp 

A mapdey, andfoue huntyng and benozp 


Aud fox to walken in the wodes wilde 


And nat to be a wif and be with childe 
Nautbt wil J h na w company of may 


Nob help me kady ſithnes thou mapſt and can 


Fox the thre four mes that thou haſt in the 
And pala mon that hath ſuche loue to me 
And ehe Arcite that foueth me ſo ſoꝛe 


This grace q pray the withouten moꝛe 


As ſendfoue and peaſe bit wix them two 
And fro me turne a bey theiꝛ hertes ſo 


That al theiꝛ hote oue and alle theiꝛ deſire 
And al theiz beſp turment and af theiz fyre 


Be que ynte 02 turned in a notheꝛ place 


Oꝛ if my deſteny be ſhapen ſoo 


That ſtal nedes fſaue one of them two 


Tfenypfices Tale 


d me im chat mooſt deſtreth ne 
eee 0 a: 
Sithnes thou art a mayde and hepaꝛ of vs alle 


and whifes tyne a mapdey wol the ſerue 
The —— — fore : 
weit Emely was thus in ſeꝛ praye: 
But ſodenty ſus ſa w a ligt queynt 
Foꝛ rittht anone oon of tie fytes queynt 
and quicked a yen and afte chat anne 
That otfjez fpre was queynt and alte agone 

And as it queynt it made a waiſting 

as doon theſe wete hrondes in theiz Brennynz 
And at the Brondes ende out ran anne 
s it were drop dy ma ny one 
fo why ſte ſo SE 


—— fox fere thus fat ſie crped : 


Aud wept that it was pyte tofjere 


and ther with alle dyane gan appere 
Witt bow in honde ritthe as an huntreſſe 

And ſayd dougſßter ſtynt thyn ſeuyneſſe 
among the godder an hig it is affermed 

And bp n and confſermd 
Thou ſhalt Be WeddedBntyk one of them two 
That haue foz the ſo moche care and wo 
But on to whiche of themmay g nat telle 
Fare wele fo: J may nokengeꝛ duelle 

The fyres lw iche oy myn autre brenne 
Shal the declare oz that thou go henne 
Thpy auenture of loue as in iſ is taas 


app maydenhe de tion lepe and wele conſerune 
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be 7 — * — the — by the 1 
are. Apo ws godde ſſe cla teryng faſt and ryn 
FE And forth ſhe went and made a Lanyſſhing 
*.._ - Foz whichethis Emely d was 
And ſayd what amountethj this altas 
put me Sndre thy n 
Dvane and in thy diſpoſictoun 
und home ſhe gotl anone the next wey 
This is the ffecte the2 is no moꝛe to ſep 
n the next houre of mars aftez this 
Reite Vnto tlie temple Walked is 
a Pf fyers mars to do his ſacrifice 
with alle the ritthtes of his paynem Wiſe 
with pytous he rt and high de uocioun 
Rictht thus to Mars he ſayde his ozpſ0n 
O ſtrong god that in the regnes c 
Of trace honoured art androꝛde y 
And haſt in cuerp regne and eue zy lond 
Of armes al the hrydel in thy hond 
And them foꝛtuneſt as the liſt beſt deuy ſe 
Accept of me my pytous ſacrifice 
If ſo be that my thought map de ſerue 
And tqat my mygit be woꝛ thy to ſerue 
Thy godhe de that may be one of thpy 
Than pray i the rew on mp pyne 
Foz that pepy and that hote fpre 
In Whiche thou brenneſt Whikow for deſire 
Whay that thou vᷣſedyſt the heaute 
Df fayre pontt freſſtie Benus fre 
And haddeſt bez in thy armes at thy wil 
And thougß the ones a ty me myſfyl 
* whan Sfcanus had caught the in hisdaas 
And fond the ligging by bis Wif allas 


Theſnygtes Kin 


Foꝛ thikhe ſoꝛow that was in thpy here Gar = 
reer eee 
1 foue offended mooſt 5 


han eueꝛ was any łyues creature 
for ie the doth meals —— 855 
neue: Whethez q ſynke oꝛ . 5 
And lvefe g wote oz ſe me mercy ſſete 


j muſt wich ſtrengieh wyn 


wynne her in tle place 
and wefe J wote witlloute ſielp and grace 
Of che may nat mp ſtrengiit abapte 
Thay help me tod to moꝛoꝶ iy mp hatapt 
ſo: that fyre that whptom brent the 
as Wefe as that fpre no Crennetl me 
And do that g tomozoW aue the Sictozp = 
Myn the trauayt᷑ and thyn be tie o' 
Thy ſouerapy temple wil g mooſt honouren 
Df anp place ałwey and mooſt lauboren 
3o thy pleſaunce and in thpcraftes ſtrong 
And in thy tempte g wille my baneꝛ ſong 
And alle the armes of mp company 
gen,, dye 

tern fyre g w ore the fpnde 
andcbe tots anoe Die onde 
8a doun 


The prayer of 
The rynges that on the teniple doze hong 
Ind eke tle doꝛes tlatered ſo faſt fin 

711 


W 


I dat it gay at the tempſe foz to 


| 
3 


o Whiche arcite omwwhacGin 
: eons the auters 


A ſwete ſmef anone the grounde bp paf 
—— anone his ond pp gaf 
And moꝛe encence in to the fpre caſt 
with othezrptes mo and at the laſt 

The ſtatue of marsbettayhisfaubrebe rynt 
And with that ſounde be herd a murmuryng 


ul low and dym and ſayd thus, bictozp 


| ſox whictie he yaue to pars honouz and gtoꝛy 
And thus With iop and hope Wele to fare 
Arcite anone tohis pnne is faze 

as fapy as foule is of the Bright ſonne 

And rigut anone ſuche ſtrpf is ther betjoy 

ſoz that grauntyng iy hevyn aGoue 

Bet wix venus god ſſe of oue 
And mars the ſterne yo armepotent 
That iupitez was beſp it to ſtynt 

TC that the ſaturnus the colde 
That hneW ſo many of auentures ofde 
Fond in his of de experience and arte 
Chat he ful ſone hati pleaſed euerp parte 
As ſoth is ſayd elde hath gr te auauntage 
(jy elde is both wiſdome and pſage 


Pesen map the olde oute renne but nat oute rede 
Saturne anone to ſtynt ſtryf and drede 


Al be it that it is apenſt his hynde 
Of al thisſtriuehe can remedies fynde 
My dere doughteꝛ venus quod Saturne 
p cours that hath ſo wyde ſoꝛ to turne 
th moꝛe poWez than Wote any man 
Myy is th; die nehyng of the ſee ſo wan 


D SS rr E a 


* 


= — yore Gy <1 1 
murmuze and the choꝛles rebelkinn g 
The groynyng and tie pryue enpoyſonyg 
do dengeaunce and plapy coꝛrectiuunnn 
bites J duelle in the ſigne of the lyoun 55 
py is the ruyne of tie lig halfes 
The falling of the toures and the w alles 
pon the mpnouz oz the carpentere 
 ſcough Hampſoy ſhaking the ppkex : 
and myn been the mafadyescokde 
The derhe trea ſon and the caſtes olde 
My lokingt is the fadre of peſtilence 
Lo wepe nomoxe i ſhat doch ditittence 
That palamoy that is tin olon knygte- _ 
Sha haue his ta dy as thou Him behigttt 1 
und ars ſhaf kepe his knyglit yet neuirticſ ess 
Bet wix pou thez muſt be ſomtyme pea ſe 1 
Abe pe nat of one complex ioumn 
That cauſeth alday ſuche deupſioun 
J am tiiyn at redy at thy Wi 2 
wepe nomoꝛe g Wil thy uſt fulfylle 
Low wit i ſtpnt of the goddes aboue 
Of Bars and denus goddeſſe of koue 
And teffe pou af playnly as can 
The grete e ffecte foꝛ lohhiehe j began 
Rete was the feſt in athene s that day 

And eke the kuſty ſeaſoy of that maß 
Made euerp Wigtjt to be in ſuche pleſaunce 5 
Chat alle that mondap iuſt they anddaunce 
Ind ſpenden it in de nus high ſeruyſe 


Pp» is 
Pp» is 


And bicauſe that they ſhulden aryſe 
Srlp fox to ſe that 4 ſittht Te 


3 
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oo 2 bunte tate 


— they at nygit 
Dfbo:ſe e 
- was ty hoſtetryes alte aboute 


— paomacte inanp a route 
And koꝛdes Ppoyſtedes and FEE 
There mayſt thou ſea deupſpng of harneys 
8 —— duet eee wele 
rye — — 

The ſhekdes brit 
Golde le wen h 
Loꝛdes in para mentes on ttjet 
JPnptthtes of retenue and eke | 
Napyling the ſperes and helmes bokekintt 
(Zupdintt of ſhekdes —— 
Chere as nede is they were 


Gna wing. and faſt the 
with fyle and hameꝛ priching to and fro 
pemey on fote andcomyns many one 
with ſhozte ſtaues thicke as they may gone 
Pppes trompes naconers andckatiouns 


Chat in the ba taytle bkowey blodp ſoundes 

The paleys fut᷑ of peple 

There thre there ten holding theiꝛ 

5 ＋. the > dope —— 

me ſa it ſhatbe 

Jon belt with ben with the blah bend 

1 
a a 

- Nebiath a ſparth of vx pounde of wygijt 

Thus was he hake fuk of deuynyng 

Long afteꝛ that the ſonne gan to ſpring 


\ 


The bytes Tate 


The{trete Theſeus tat the iv ivakes 
Di mpſratpandno ſe —— maked - 
pet the chambre of his pa e 

Cpt that the the ban hnpttftes bothe Lg 
Honoured were and into the 48 
Duhe The ſeus is at the wyndow ſet 
drayed rigit as he were god in trone 
The peple preced thide ward ful fone 
Him fo2 to r | 
and to herkyn his heſt and his ſentence 
dy he rode on a ſca fold made ay O . 
Tyt af the no ſe of the peple was . 
and han he ſa the peple of noyſe alſtyrk 
Thus ſhewed he the myghty 
—— — of — | 

on ſidred that it were diſtructioun 
To gentyt blode to fighten iy this wiſe 
Df moztaf batayłe noW1y this e — 'F 
. 

is firſt purpos mod 

Qomay therfoze oy peyne of toſſe of tyf 
No manc2 ſhotte ne polkay ne | .. 
y the liſtes ſend oꝛ thideꝛ bring 1 


Ne noman ne dra w ne bere it be his ſyde 
Ne nomay ſtat Bnto his fetaw ryde 
But one cours With a ſharp en ſpere 
1 8 if 71 e 

and je that is at my Ge tale 
and nat ſlayn Gutt bet CO to the ſtake 
That ſtalbe onde 0 i on eitheꝛ ſyde 
But thideꝛ he ſha 
And if ſo falke the 


tefteyy be take 


duden Wille - : 5 
n 5 85 


Ne ſhoꝛt ſwerd foꝛ to ſtikhe with poynt Glens ; 
ſefue to were 


5 — andiſierea6yte oo 


IS 


PH 


God ſaue ſuche a koꝛd that is ſo gode 


It nas nat of the day 
And Weſtward through the pates $ndre marte 


With baneꝛ White and hardy chere of face 
p)ho al the woꝛlde to ſehe Bp and doun 
Socuxy withoute any bartaciouy 


The touched the heuyn 
So n with merp ſttupn 


He Willi th nat diſt ructiouy of bode 

Vp goth the trumpes and the melody 
And to thefiſtes ridpth this company 

Bp ozdenaunce through out the cyte karge 
Hanged with cloth of golde and nat wich ſartze 
Ful lyhe a loide this noble duke gan ryde 
Theſe two Thebans pon either ſpde 
And aftez rode the quene and Emely 
Andaftez that a nothe: company 
Df — —— — ——— 
And thus e throug 
— 2— 4 — 


Whay ſette was iche on hig 
— at hrs — 

And othez ladies in degrees aboute 
Dnto the ſetes preſet alle the route 


Arcite and ene the houndred of his parte 
with banez rede is entred right anone 
And in that ſelue moment pafamoy 

js bndre venus eſt ward in that place 


S 


ny thy thy 


The bnypſesTate 


ere nere ſuche companeys t pe IASC» 

ou there was none ſo Wiſe lat onde ſe ſey 3 
Tat any had 755 auauntage 
Of woꝛthyne ſſe ne finer neatte 
So euyn Were they choſen foꝛto geſſe 
And in two renges wy nah them dreſſe - 
and whay that theire names —— were euerichoon 
That iy theiz nombre gyle were thez none 
Tho we re the pates ſhyt and cryed was foude 
Do now you deuouꝛ yong knptthtes proude 
The he roudes left den pr pricking pᷣp and donn 
Now ryngen trompes koude andckarioun 
The: is nomoꝛe to ſep buteſt and weſt 
V goth the far fu g in the reſt 
y goth the ſharp ſpoꝛe in the ſpde 
Theꝛ ſeen men Who can iuſt and whocan ryde 
The ꝛe 1 ſaftes $poy ſheldes dine 
He feleth throutth the hart ſpoon the prych 
Vp ſpringeth ſperes twenty fote on hittt 
Out goon the ſwerdys as the ſifue2 Bright 
The helmes they to he wen and to ſi rede . 
Out breſt the blode with ſterne ſtremes rede 
with mygi ty mates the bones they to b riſt 
He th rough the thickeſt of the front can thriſt 
Theꝛ ſtomblyn ſtedps ſtrong and dowy goti at 
He rolleth vndre fote as doth a bal 
he foyneth on his feet With his trunchon 
and ie hburtkfith with his hoꝛs adoun 
He th rough the body is hurt and ſithnes take 
Pagre his hede and brouttht to the ſtake 
ds foꝛ ward was rittft there he muſt abpde 
I notheꝛ led is on that otheꝛ ſyde 

Und ſomtyme doth tem Theſeus to reſt 


— 


Y 


C  Thſemfozto re freſſhe and 


| Whey that heꝛ whelp is ſtolen — 


That hunted is ſoꝛ 


And by the fozce of twenty was he take 
Vn yolden and dra we to the ſtake 


mind pcs chat Cbeſeus hade ſepe that ſittt 


The knyſh tes tale 


drynke if that they lyſt 
two 
wo 


Sag 2 — 
o geydeꝛ y met and wron 

$602ſed bath eche one of them t 
N yo 


p 


Hocruckfo9 the hunt as is Arcite 
eee 
in betmarpe the is nofer 


Ne of his pray deſireth ſo the bfode 
as pala mon to ſte his foo Arcite 
The iefous ſtrokes on theire helmes 
Dute rynneth blood on both theire ſ 
Som tyme ay end theꝛ is of euery 
Fo: 02 the ſonne into reſt went 

The ſtrong hing Emetrius (tay lent 
This pala mon as he fouttht With Arcite 
And made his ſwerd depe in lis fleſſhe bite 


rede 


And in the reſcous of this pala mon 


The ſtrong hing Ligurge is boꝛn a doun 


And king E metrius fo alle his ſtrenttfit 
Js Gozy oute of his ſadyl a ſwerde lengit 
So hit him pala mon oz he Were take 

But af foꝛ nottht he was Brouttht to the ſtake 
His hardy bert ne mp(tht him help nottft 


ge muſt abyde whay he wascautiht 


— 9 and che bp compoſiciouy 
ſoꝛoweth now but woful pafamony 
That muſt nomoꝛe go a yen to fittht 


do. | * : _ . N J 


The hnyzſtes Tale 


Pnto the foche that fougſtey thus echone 
crytd than hoo nomoꝛe for it is done 
wol be true iutze and nat party 
zrcyte of Thebes ſtalk aue E mcty 
That by his foꝛtune hath bez 17 p wonne 
anone there is a noyſe of pepke bettoy 
for ioy of this ſo loude and hig with alle 
That it ſemed that the Cyſtes ſijuld falle 
d Hat can now fapre venus done aboue 


But wepith ſo foꝛ wantyug of bez wikle 
Tyt that he teres in the łiſtes fylle 

de ſayd g am ſha med doutkleſſe N 
daturne ſapd doughteꝛ holde thy peaſe 
ars hatii his wilke the hnygijt hath his bone 
and by my hede thou ſhalt be eaſed ſone 
The trompettes with the kowde mynſtralſyr 
The he roudes that ful loude pelle and crye 

deen in theiz ioy foꝛ the wel of dane Arcite 

but her neth me and ſtynt nopes alite 

bbiche a my racle the re be felle anone 

This fyers Arcite Fatt his helme of done 

und on a courſeꝛ foꝛ to ſheſw his face 

He prpched endlong the karge place 

kobyng pp ward ůnto this Emely 

Ind ſhe ageyn him caſt a frendlp epe 

and was afce in his chere as in his hert 
Dute of the grounde a fpre infernal ſtert 
from Pluto ſent at the requeſt of ſaturne 

Foz WHiche his hoꝛ ſe foꝛ fere gan to turne 
indfept a ſyde and foundred as he lepe 
indoz that Arcite may take hepe 

e pight him on the pomek of his hede 


what ſapeth ſhe what dots the quene of foue N 


The knygiltes tale . 


That in the płace je ay as fe were dede 
Dee 448. ſadyl bold 
Zs habe helay as any coofoz crowe 
So was the beode ronne in ſiis face 
Anone he was hoꝛn oute of the pace 
Tho vaske cpyomteofflistencys 
Tho was 
And in a bedde brought ſul fayre and beyue 
For he was pet in memoꝛy and alyue 
And cripnttaftez © meſy 
Puke Theſeus with alte his company 
js come ome to Athenes his cytt 
with alle lis and grete ſolennyte 
Al be it that this auenture was falle 
r 

j ſayd ehe that Arcite nat 
fe ſthulde be heled of his matadp 
And of a notheꝛ thing they weꝛ fayn 
That of them alle thez was noon ſfapy 
Alle were they ſoꝛe hurt and —— 

the breeſt bone 


That with a ſpere was th rikled 
The othez wonndes and the broke armes 
Som had ſalues and ſome had chaꝛ mes 
Fermacpes of herbes and ehe ſane 
They dronken foꝛ they wold theiz lyues Fane 
Fo2 Whiche this noble duke as he wel can 
Comfozteth and honoured man 

And made reuel al the long 


f 
Ynto the ſtraunge loꝛdes as was right 


Ne there was holden no diſcomfytyng 
But as a iuſtes oꝛ a tou 


Foz there was holden no diſcomfiture 
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The huythztes Tae 


Dnpeldpyand Ma edentpapPſeesal 
Dny an twenty hnygh tes take 
One pryſoy aſfone withoute mo 
and haryed forth by arme fote and too 

and che his ſtede dryuen fozth with ſtaues 
with fote men both yemen and eke knanes 

Jt nas y retted him no bifonp | 
There may nomaycfepe it cobardrpe 
For Whiche anone duke Theſeus let crye 
To ſtynten alle rancouz andenupe 
The degre aſ wel in one ſyde as in otſieꝛ 
And eitheꝛ ſyde lyhe as other brothe2 
and paf them giftes afteꝛ their degre 
and fulkp held a feſt dates thre 
andconueped the hinges woꝛthyly 
Out of his toy a iourney largel 1 
and home went euerp may the right wey 


There was nomoꝛe but far wele haue gode day 


o P this batayle ij wil nomoꝛt endite 
But ſpehe of palamon and arcite 
Suellitß rhe Breſt of Arcite and the ſoꝛe 
Encreſetth at his hert ay moze and moꝛe 
Che clotered blode foz any lechecraft 
Cozuptyth and in his bouhe is faft 
That nethez bepne blode ne bentuſyng 
Ne drinke of herbes map be his helpyng 
Che dertue expulſyf oz anymal 
Fro that bertue y ckeped naturaf 
Ne map the enym Bopde ne evpeſſe 
The pppes of his longes gan to ſwelke 
And euery Cacezt in his breeſt adouy 
Jo ſhent With denym and coꝛrupcioun 
Him (tapneth nothing fox to get histyf 


i 


— — — 


Al is to breſtey thifte regioun 
Nature hat in him no dompnaciouy 


This is al and ſom Arcite muſt 


Alone withouten any company 
Fare Wete my ſſwete foo mp Emeky 


And ſoft take me in youꝛ armes * 
at ſap 


— — — 


Tie khnygß tes Tale 


Yompte dp ward and doun ward taxatyf 


Andcertyanly there nature wil nat wirche 
Fare wete phiſyhe go bere the man to the circle 


dye 
foꝛ Whictie he ſendith aftez Emely 
And pala mon that was hiscoſpy dere 
Thai ſapdtje thus as pe ſtal afteꝛ here 
Nat map the wofuk ſppret in myn liert 


Declare a poynte of at mp ſoz0wes ſmezt 


Co pou mp lady that i tone mooſt 
But bique tj the ſerunce of my gooſt 
To you abouey euery creature 
Sitijnes that my lyf map no lengeꝛ dure 
Allas tte Woo alfas the peynes ſtrong 
That ij foꝛ pou haue ſuftred and ſo long 
affas the deth allas my Emely 

aſfas the de partyng of oure company 
Allas mp hertes que ne allas mp wif 


My herteslady endez of my l 


what is this woꝛlde What aſteth men to haue 
Now with his loue no colde in his graue 


Foz the koue of god andherheneth 


haue here with my coſpy pal 
Had ſtryf and 5 — — 


ny a dap agone 
Por four of pon aud of mp iſtouſpe 
And gupiteꝛ ſo wiſely my ſoule gy 
To ſpehey of a ſeruaunt propirfy 


With circumſtaunces alle truly 


Tleknyſftes Take = 


That is to 


trouthe fonou: and hnytthede 
wiſdom j . RED 


eſtate and hig hynted 


h 
frebom and alle that fonttith to that arte 


So Hupiteꝛ haue of mp ſoule parte 

as in this woꝛlde rift nom know J none 
So Wwoztlp toG6efouedas pakamoy 
That ſerupth pou and bo do alte hiskpf 
And if that ſhaf be a wif 
Foꝛyettetſi nat the gentikman 
And With that woꝛde his ſpeche fayle gan 
Foꝛ fro fits fete vᷣnto his hreeſt was come 
The colde of dethe that ſja tl him ouercome 


And pet moꝛe onez foz in his armes to 
The 


Sptalt: ſtrengith is loſt and al ago 
Only the intelectys withouten moze 
That duelkithj iy his hert ſyhe and ſoꝛe 
Gan fayte ian the herte felith det 0 Y 
Duſſbeth his eyen to and fapfeth his Bret 

But on his lady yet ca ſt he his eye "BY 


is faſt woꝛde Was mercy Emely We 
Gio ſpprr chaunged te deus and went there 
as g cam neuiꝛ q can nat teffe waere 
D 
Of ſoukes fynde ij nat in this regyſt it 
Ne me lyſt the opunpons to telle 
Df them though they writen Where they duelle 
Arcpte is colde there mars his ſoule guy 
Now wol g ſpeke fozth of Emely 
Shryght Emely and olbletſj pala mon 
Ind The ſeus his ſuſtez tone anone 
Swonyng and bare fez fro the coꝛs a bey 
What helpith it to tarp fozth the day 
To telle hold ſhe wept both tue and moꝛoow 


. 
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3 For iy füche cas women baue ſuche ſazot 


: Yottrete 
5 To trove. affas the pyte that was there 
vy woldeſt thou be dede 


, 


Diuaue &heſeus witz alle hie beſy cure 
® Caſt now Were that the ſepul ture 


„ 


"he unygstes gt. Tate 


han that cheiꝛ buſhondes be fro them goo 


Oꝛ elles falle in 


a That foꝛ the more part they ſozowey ſo * 


ſuche a malady 


¶ That at tße taſt certapnlp they dye 


n finyte ßeen the ſozoWes and the teres 
O folde folbe and ſolke of tendre pere 
n al the toun foꝛ det of this 
For him theꝛ Wepit} botlhe childe and man 
was theꝛ none certayn 


Way Ectoz was g rougiit alle freſſte y ſtayn 


3 
pmmey cryre 
Aud baddeſt golde pnoug and E 

Oo man my{#$t glade Theſeus oF 
Sauyntz his olde fadez tgeus 
That hnew this Woꝛldes tran ſmutatioun 
Ao be hadde ſeen it chaunge vy and doun 

Joy aftez wo and wo aftez (ifadneſſe 

And ſßewed him enſampke and kyhneſſe 
Rittht as ther deyde neuiꝛ may quod he 


Fracing of chekes renty 


That he ne lyued in erth iy ſom degre 


Right ſo theꝛ lyued neuiꝛ man he ſayde 
n alle this woꝛlde that — — 


This woꝛlde is but a th roug fare ful 


And we be pylgrames paſſyng to and fro 
Deth is an ende of euery woꝛldes ſoꝛe 
And oueꝛ al this yet ſapde he mehyt moze 
To this effecte ful wiſely to enhoꝛte 

The peple that they them recomfozte 


yu 


- 
— ͤ 


The knyiiites Tale 


Df gode Arcite map beſt y maked be 
and eke mooſt fonqurable in his degre 
and at the faſt he tone conckuſiounn : 
That there firſt Arcite and cy Woe Es 
Hadden foꝛ loue the bataple them bit wene 

That in that ſekue groue ſwete and grene 

Fbere ashe hadde 11s amo ꝛous deſit es 
His complaynt and fox toue his fote fyres „„ 
ge Wolde make a fpre in wijiche the office e 
funeraktede fury acomptc 55 
And comaunded anone to lache and tolew 

The ones olde and ley them on a reW 
Jy culpyns wele araped foꝛ to brenne 
His officers with ſwyft feet they renne 

And ryden anone at his cmaundment 
and aftez this Theſeus hath ſent 13 735 
aftez a here and he it oues ſpr adde 
with clothes of gol de the richeſt that he liadee 
and of the ſame ſote he clotſſed Arcite Zo 
Bpon his hondes his goues White 
And on his hede a croWne of faurez grene 155 
and in his honde a ſwerde ful bright and bene 

he layde him bare the di ſage 09 the Bere 
Ther With he wipte that pyte was to here 
and foꝛ the pepte ſholde ſe him alle | 
whan it was dap lie brought im in the hate 
That rozeth on the cri — 5 
Thocan this wofuk ebay palamouy - 
with flote red berd and ru{##ed aſſte he res 
Jn cloces 6fahe dropped al With teres 
And paſſing othez of wepyng Emely 
The rewfuffeſt of alle the company 


And in aſmoche as the ſeruice ſhukd be = 
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Tlehnyites Tale 


The moꝛe noble and riche in his dettre 


Duke Theſeusfeet thre ſtedes forth ring 


And coue red Witt) the armes of Arcite 


And ryden foꝛtſi a paas with ſoꝛoufnt᷑ che re 
Vi.itt ſtache paas and eyen rede and Wege 


Flat ſpradde was al with deake and wondre ſye 
VP pon tie rigijt onde went olde egeus 


I Pf ſtra we firſt was leyde many a kode 


That trapped Were in ſtele ak glytering 


And eke Spoy the ſtedes grete and white 

The: ſattyn fokke of Whiche one bare his ſſelde 
Z notheꝛ a ſpere Spoy is ſhukders helde 
The thridde bare with him his boÞ turheps 
Of brend golde was the tas and the harneys 


Toward the groue as pe ſtal afteꝛ here 
The nobleſt of the frehes that there were 
pon theiꝛ bakescarpdey tte Gere 


CThrougß oute the cyte by the maſteꝛ ſtrete 


Right of the ſame is the ſtrete p wrye 


And on that otheꝛ ſyde duke Theſeus 
with beſſekles of golde in theiz hond fuk fpne 
And ful of hony mpfhe bfode and wyne 

Ehe pala mon with ful grete company 

And afteꝛ that cam woful Emely 

with fyre in honde as was that tyme the guyſe 
To do the office of the funeralle ſeruice 

High laboure and ful grete apparcking 

was at the ſerupce of the fyre making 

That with his grene toppe the heuyn ra 


t 
And twenty fa wdom of brede the ro 


bis is to ſep the bowes were ſo brode 


But Hou the fyre was made Spoy an higßt 


M e eke tlie na mes go the trees light 


Ttehnxgittes Tafe 


as oke fprze byrche aſſße aldeꝛ ol me popute: 
Maple thozy beche a ſpe boy cheſten kpndfaures 
wilo we el me plane ha ſil and whypultre N 
Kow they were felled ſaf nat be tolde foz me 


Ne hou the gotes rennyn Bp and doun 
Diſberpted of theiꝛ habitacioun 

n whiche thep woned in reſt and pea ſe 
Nympſes faunes and a madrides 
Ne hou the beſtes and the byrdes alle 
Fledden fo fere Whay the wode gan falle 
Ne ou the grounde aga ſt was of the fight 
That was nat wont to ſe the ſonne bright 
Ne hou the ſpe was couched firſt with ſtre 
And than with drye ſtiches cfouey on thre 
And than with grene wode and ſppcerp 
And than With c>foth of golde and with perry n 
And garkondes hanging with many a ffoure 
The mpr2e the encence with ſuete odouze 
Ne hou Arcite lay among alle this 
Ne what richeſſe aboute his Body the: is 
Ne hou that Emety as was the guyſe 
Put in the fpre of funeralte ſeruite 
Ne hou ſhe ſuowned wia / made was the fore _ 
Ne What ſte ſpacke ne What was heꝛ deſire _ 

Ne what (Jeweſfes men in the fyre taſt 
wan that the fyre was grete and brenned faſt 

Ne hou ſom caſt theiz ſhelde and ſom thei: ſpere 
Ind of theiz weſtmentes Wſjiche that they were 
Andcuppes ful of mylbe and bode go 
y to the fyre that brent as it were wode 

Ne how the grebes with an huge route 
Tbrpes ryden af the fpre aboute - 
Ypoy thefeft onde With an lin ſſowtynyg | 


tf tic; 


B.ut in his hlahe ckothes ſoꝛou full 


te kuy gates Tate 


And thryes with theire ſperes ckatering 
And thrpes hou the ladies gan crp 
Ne lou that led was lomward Emely 
Ne hou Arcite is brent to aſſtey ccfde 
Ne hou the lyche wahes were y holde 
That iche nygit ne how the grehes pfep 
The wake pleyes ne hepe gj nat to ſay 
wWhiche wraſtelith beſt naked wih oyle anoynt 
Ne who that bare ſum beſt at the poynt 
wil nat telle alte hold thep goon 
Home to Athe nes logen tlie play is dooy 
But ſhoztfy to the poynt thay wol J wende 
And make of my kong tale an ende 
v piociſſe and by lengith of certayn peres 
6 At ſtynt is the moꝛnyng and the cherts 
Of grehes by one generalle aſſent | 
T hay ſemetij me thez was a parfement 
At athenes Spoy acertapy poynte andcaas 
And among the which poyntes ſpokey was 
To haue with certa n countrees afpaunce 
And haue fully of The6ans obeyſaunte 
Foꝛ wh iche this noble The ſeus anon 

Feet ſend after gentyl pala mon 
Vn wyſt of him what was the cauſe and hp 


4 
He cam at ſis comaunde ment ay hye 


Tho Theſeus ſent foꝛ E melp 

wWhan thep were ſet and huſt was alle the pkace 
And Theſeus abpdey bath a ſpace 

£©2 anp woꝛde cam fro his wiſe breeſt 
Bis eyen ſet he there as himlyſt 

And wit a ſadde biſage he ſited {pile 


| & Andaftezthat right tus he ſapdfiis wle 


1 


* 


. 


Tfe Puyiiſtes Tate 


The firſt moueꝛ of the cauſe a bone 
wan he firſt made the fapre cheyne of foue 
Grete was the effecte and high was his entent 
wele wiſt he why and what therof he ment 
Foꝛ with that fayre cheyne of foue fe bond 
The fpre the epre the watez and the fond 

fy certapy bondes that may nat ffe 
The ſama prynce and that mouez quod fie 

Natl ſtabkiſſhed in this wreched woztd adouy 
Certapy dates and duraciouy We 
To alle that is engendred in this place 
Due: the whiche day they map nat paſſe 

af map they pet tho daies abrigge 
The: nedittj nat auctozpte tołegge 
ſo: it is proued bp experience 

But that me lyſt to declare mp ſentence 
Than map wele men bp this oꝛdre di ſcerne 
That thytke moueꝛ ſtable is andeterne 
wel may men know but it be a fool 5 le 
That euerp party is derpued froljis hole 

Fo: nature hath nat take is begynnyng i Nd 
Of one part 02 of acantef of a thing 

But of a thing that parfyte is and ſtable 

De ſcending ſo tyl it be coꝛrumpable 

And therfoze foꝛ his Wiſe purueaunce 

Ke hath ſo wie beſette his 02denaunce 

That ſpeces of thinges and proge ſſiouns 

Sholden endure hy ſucceſſiouns 

And nat eterne withoute any ſpe 

This mayſt thou vᷣnderſtonde and ſe at eye 

Lo the oke that bath ſo kong a noꝛyſſhing 

Fro the tyme that it firſt gyuueth to ſpring 

und hath ſo kong lyf as ye map ſee 


* 


a 


way withfonouz ſobp poldeyisfjis bre if 


| petattſſelaſte waſted is the tie 
Conſidretß ehe hou the ard ſtoon 


Pudre ouz feet on iche we tradde and goon 
pet waſtith it as itkieth 6p the wey 
The brode ryueꝛ ſomtym wepith drep 
The grete tolbnes ſe We Wane and wende 
Than ye ſe that atte thing hath an ende 
Of may and woman ſe we wele alſo 
That nedes in one of theſe termes tWo 
This is to ſapy in pouthe oz elles in age 
He moot be dede the hing as ſha a page 
Som in his bedde ſom in the depe ſee 
Som in the large feld as men nap ſe 
Ther hetpith naughit foꝛ alle goon that iche ep 
Than map j ſap alle thing mot nedes depe 
what maheth this Gut {Jupitez the hing 
That is prince and cauſe of af thing 
Conuertyng af bntotits propre wille 
ſoz wſjiche it is deryued ſoth to tele 
And here agapnes nocreature afyue 
Off nodegre auapreth ſoꝛ to ſtryue 
Than it is wiſdom as thinketh me 
To make bertue of neceſſite 
And tahe it Wefe that we may nat eſche we 
And nameky that to Ks alle is due 
And who ſo grutchithought be doth foly 
And rebek is to him that al may 
And ce rtaynky a man hath — ln 
To dyen in his mooſt excellent flourt 
whayn he is ſyhe : of his gode na me 
Than bath he dohis frende ne him no ſha me 
And gladdeꝛ ougt his frende be of his detß 


a—_ 
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Tlie Engler Tate 


Than wan is name appałłed is for age 

ſo: alle foꝛyeten is than his ṽa ſſełage a 12 
Tha» is it beſt as fox a woztlp fame 
Todpey whay a may is beſt of name * 
The contra xy foz affe this is wil fulnes 
wo gruge we wi haue we heuyneſſe 

That gode Arcite of cheuatry the flouz = 
Departed is With duety and honouꝛ: 
Onte of the foule pryſon of tis lyf 


ruched his coſpy and his wpf  _ 
Seen 


Cay ſie them tianhe nap god Woot neuiza dete 


That bothe his ſouke and eke them offendee 
And pet they map theiz kuſtes nat amende 
what may concłude of this long ſery 

But aftez wo rede de be merry 
und tha nhe Jupitez of alle his grafte 
And oꝛ we departey from this place 
rede that we make ef ſozolves two 

O parfpte top laſtyng euirmo 
And koheth now where mooſt ſoꝛow is pn 
There wil j firſt a mende and begynne 
Suſteꝛ quod he this is my ful aſſent 

with alle the auy ſe of my parkement 

That gentyl pala mon pouꝛ oWn hnygt 
That ſerueth pou With tert and myth 
andeuiz hath do ſithey pe firſt him knew 
That pe ſhat of pour grace on jim rewe 

And take fin foꝛ huſbondand foꝛ loꝛde 
Lene ne youꝛ fond for this is oure accoꝛde 
Let ſek now of pouz womanly pyte 
He is a hpnttes Grothez ſonne parde 
And though te were a poure bachele ? 
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Agndbadde 
ö — 1 idredfeupth me 


| TheRipgſitesTaſe 


Sithen he bat ſernedpou ſo many a pere 
ſo ttrete te 


Foz (tentpf mercp ontifit to paſſe ritft 
Than ayd he es to pala mon the tnygle 
jJ trow thez nedith kite ſermonynge 


Co mahbe pou aſſent to tſis thing 


Tome ti ne re and tabe you lady by the honde 
and thus of them Botfſe was * the bond 
That higit matromon 


And god that alte this wozkde hath w f 
Sente him his fone that — 2 gut 
ot nob is patamoy in 
. Fpupnitiy Cie in richt ſſe and in hele 
Aud Emely him loneth ſo tenderty 
And he heꝛ ſerneth agayn ſo gentylly 
That the: was no worde them bit wene 
Of gelou ſy oꝛ of any othes tene 
Chus endith palamon and Emely 


Ys And god ſaue alle this company 


Bere endith the knythtes tale 
Andßhere begynnetſj the pyffers prologue 


w an that the hnyght had thus his tale tolde 
hy alle the company nas there poſt ne olde 
That he ne ſayd it was a noble ſtory 
And Wozthp to be dra we in memoꝛy 
And namely the gentylles eur richone 


Oure hooſt Cough aud ſore ſo mot g gone 


This goth aritt5t $nboheked is the malte 
/ Fet ſe now who ſak tet anothez tale 

Foz truly the game is weke begonne 
Nol teſke pe ſiz monke if that pe honne 
Som what to quyte the knpttht his tate - 
The Mylleꝛ that foz dronhey was al pate 
To that bnnetles bpoy his hoꝛſe Fe ſat 

Ke nolde auate notheꝛ hode nehat 
Ne abyde nomay foꝛ hit curteſy 

But in ppfates voyte he gan toczp 
and ſwoze by armes blode and bones 5 
Jcay a noble tale foꝛ the nonts = "LO 
with whicte } wol nolb quyte the knyßiſtes tale 
—— — — "row ale | 
and fapoea Robyn leue brothe2 
Som bettre mayſhat telle firſt anot hes 
abpde and let Bs werke tijryftely |: 
By cohhes ſoute quote that nytnatJ 

ſo J wil ſpeke oꝛ les go my Wey 
Ou hooſt aunſ werd tele on a deupk vey 
Thou art a fook thy wyt is ouerco me 
Now herhnett quod the Mylteꝛ alte and ſome 

But firſt j make a proteſtaciouy 
That g am dronke g hnode by my —_ 
and therfoze if Jmps ſpeke 02 ſe ?? 
Wpte it the ale of Suti werke j pou pray 

foꝛ q wol telle a legende and a kyf 

Bothe of a carpentez and of his woyß 

HoW that a clere fats ſet the wrightes capre 
The reue aunſwerdandſapdſtpnt toy ckapp e 
Let be thy le wde dronkyn harlottr e 

t is a ſynne and ehe grete fol / ; 
Coappepre any may 02 Him de fame 


7 


—— 


TN. And ele bring wyues in ſudje name 


There 


So he may fpnde goddes fuſoy there 


. Theiz tales al be thep bettre oꝛ we rce 


Foꝛ he ſhaft fynde yno both ttrete and ſmake 


RR. — * 
„ 
* 8 1 88 
F . 7 ; 
' i Rx | | 
- Sy TL N « 


a 


| 2 17 SS + 1 


5 ſpate ful — 
And ſayd o leue brothez Oſwolde 

wo bath no wif he is no cohecolde 

But i ſap nat therfoze that thou art one 
been gode wyues many one 
wi art thou angry Witti my tate nom 
haue a wif parde aſ wele as thou 

pet nolde ij nat foꝛ tte oxen in mp pfolÞ 
Take Spoy me moꝛe thay pnow 

As de me of my ſckue that i were one 
wol beleue wee that Jam none 
An HuſBonde ſhulde nat be inquyſityf 
Of goddes pryupte ne of his wi 


Of the re menaunt nedith nat to enquere 
what ſholde g moze ſay but this mykle re 
He nol de his woades fox no man foꝛbe re 
But tol de his choꝛles tate in this ma nere 
Me at thinketh that gj ſllat reherſe it here 
And therfoꝛe euery gentxl Wight J pray 
Demett nat foꝛ goddes loue that ſay 
Ofeuxkentent but that ij muſt retjerce 


Oꝛ elles fal ſen ſom of my mate e 
And tler foꝛe who ſofyſtith nat to here 
Turne ouez the leef and cheſe a nother tale 


Of biſtoꝛyalie thing that towcheth gentylneſſe 
Aud ene moꝛalite and holyne ſſe 

Bfameth nat me if that ye cheſe amps 

The geytteꝛ is a doit pe hna ib Wele this 


So is the reue and eke other mo 
and6arfotrye thep tolde bothe two 
Auyſet6 pou and put me oute of Blame 
and eke men ſhal nat make erneſt of game 


Here bettynnet6 the mylſers tale 


/ ho 


1» Niko theꝛ was duelking in Oven foꝛde 
A riche gnof that (teſtes hadde to boꝛde 

And of his craft was he a carpentre 

with him theꝛ was a poure ſcoler 

Had lerned art but alhis fanteſye _ 

as turned to lere aſtrolog ot 

Indcoude acertapyof — 

To demyn 6p interꝛogaciouns 

that men a ſhed him certeyn houres 

Wbethez they ſhuld haue drouttht oꝛ ſſoures 5 

Oꝛif that mey aſned him what ſhulde befalke 5 

Of euer thing g map nat reken alle 5 


| Thisc>erhe was cteped hend ny 


And theꝛto he was ſi and ful p 
And kyhe a 


His ałmegeſt his Bohes grete and ſmale 


{jefous he was and held he naroWiy cage 


7 Foz poutt and age 
Brat ſithen he was fallen iy the ſnare 


Of derne lone he conde and of ſofas 


n meke for to ſce 

— be in that hoſtetryt 
ne oute any compan 

ful fetouſ ydight wich herbtes ſote 

And he him ſetue was ſwete as is the rote 

Of fpcozpce oꝛof any cete wale 


His aſtrocogtpe longing foꝛ his arte 
Nis augrym ſtones ley fapre a part 


DO ſhetues couched at his Beddes bed 
His preſſe y couered With a folding re de 


And alle aboue theꝛ kay a gay ſawtrye 
On whiche he made anytttites mefodpe 
Zo ſwetely that al tle ctjambre rong 
And Angelus ad pᷣirginem be ſong | 
and afte2 that be ſong the kynges note 


Ful often bliſſed was his mery throte 


And this ſwete dlerhe his ty me ſpent 

If tez his frendes fyndyng and his rent 
This ca rpentre hadde wedded ne wa wif 
Wbiche that he loued moꝛe than hislyf 
Of vbiii pere ſhe was of age 


Foz ſhe was wylde and pong and he was olde 
And de med him ſelue {phe to he a cohecofde 
He hne w nat catoy foꝛ his wyt was rude 
That badde a man wed his ſymxkitude 
Men ſhokde wedde afte ꝛ thein eſtate 

been often at debate 


Thegppl7ers Take 


ge muſt endure as otfez folke his ca re 


fayre Was his yong wif and ther witſſalle 


as any weſel heꝛ gent and ſmalle 
A ſepnt ſte — os of ſifte 
a barmecfoth as Wſite as mozolb mpthe 
pon her fendes With fulle many a goꝛe 
wgite was heꝛ ſmoke and brodey alle bi foꝛe 
and eke behinde on heꝛ coleꝛ aboute 


Dfco:eBfabe ſplhe within and ehe withoute 


The tapettes of ez White Vofupez 
were of the. ſame ſute of the coleꝛ 
Ke ſyket Brode of ſiche and ſet ful ye 
and ſiherfp ſte hadde a fiherousepe 


ful ſmale y pulled Were her brobes two 8 


and they were bent and as anp ſtoo 
She was moche moꝛe bliſfuk on to ſe © 
Tan is the ne we pere genet tre 

And ſofteꝛ thay is the Wolle of the Wedez 
And hy bez gyrdel hangtth a purs of leder 


Tarſafet wich ſithe and perfed witikatoy 


In alte thie woilde to ſehe Bp and douy 
There is nomay ſo Wiſe that coude thinche 
So gay a pupekot 02 ſopraty a wynche 


Fulle Grittftez was ſte ſpynyng of bez fue 


Than in the toure the noble foꝛged new 


as any ſwalob ſittyng in the bern 
Therto ſte coude ſhippe and make game 


as any hydde oz caff fołowing his da me 5 


Ze moutfe was ſwete as braget oꝛ metz 
Oꝛhoꝛde of apelles leyde on the hay 02 het 


wynſyng ſie was as is atofpcoft + 
Long as a maſt and pᷣp ritfft as a Soft 


13 — . 


But of heꝛ ſontz it was as foude and pery 3 
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V A; toche ſhe bare bpon hex low tole: 
Z ,s brode as is the boos of a Bohełe: 
heꝛ ſhoen were laced on he: le ggges hye 
She was a pry merolle a py ges nye 
Foz any fo2de toliggen in his bed 
Oꝛ pet foz any gode pemay to bedde 
Now ſyre andeft ſpre ſo befel the caas 
That oha day this hend Nicholas 
V 14 fyt᷑ with tits pong wif to rage and to plep 
N whites that heꝛ huſ bond was at O ſeney 
as clerhes be ful ſubtet and ful queynte 
And pryuely he caught heꝛ by the que ynte 
And ſayd y ys but if Jhaue my Wilke 
Fo deryloue of the femmay (j ſpyl 
And held heꝛ hard bp the ſhanke bones 
And ſayd lemmanloue me alle at ones 
Oꝛ j wol dye al ſo god me ſaue 
and ſhe ſprong as a colt dott in the traue 
And With hez hede ſte wrieth faſt a wey 
She ſapde g wol nat hyſſe the by mp fap 
why let be quod ſtje let be Nichotas 
Oꝛ g wol crp oute harꝛob and alfas 
Do bey pour ſjondes ſoꝛ pouz curteſy 
This Nicholas gan mercy foꝛ to cry 
And ſpahe ſo fapre and profered he: ſo faſt 
That ſhe heꝛ loue graunted him at the faſt 
And ſwore heꝛ othe by ſeint Thomas of hent 
That ſhe wolde be at his tomaunde ment 


N Whay that ſhe map heꝛ leyſe: Weke eſpye 
| 'F Mp» huſtondis ſo ful of ictouſpe 
As̃'ihat but ye Wapte wele and be pryue 

/ | J wote right Wwefe J nam but dede quod ſte 


? . | j pe muſt be ful very — * 
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The cytlers Tate 


Nap therof care the nat quod Nicholas 
£ptherkp a cferke ſlatſi Beſeed iis While 
But if he coude a Carpentez bettpte 
and thns they been acrozded and y ſoy 
To wapte a tyme as haue tolde bifozy 
dase Mitte ſadde do thus euerpdete 
And thached her aGonte the lends wele 
Ke ſte her ſwwett and toke his ſa wtrye 
and pfeped faſt and made mefodpe : 
Than fel it thus that to tle pariſſhe chirche 
ST 

CUS nt on an ap 
He: foꝛhede ſhone as brigttit as = dap 
So was it waſſtie han ſhe feet bez werke 
Now was of ttje chirche a pa riſſhe clerke 
The whiche that was y cleped Ab ſolon 
Cruffed was his here and as the gotde it ſhone 
and ſtrutedas a fan targe ant brode 
ful ſtreight and tuyn lay his ioly ſbode 
His rode was rede his epey gray as goos 
with polbdles wyndolbes coꝛuen in his ſors 
3» hoſes rede ſie went fulle fetouſtp = 
y cladde ge was ful ſmalle and fetouſtp 


Alle in a eat 

ful fapre and thicke bp the poyntes ſet 
And therupoy he adde a gay ſurplice 
ds White as is the Bloſſom on tije ryſe 

q merp childe he was ſo god me ſaue 5 5 
wele coude fe fetey blode and kippe and laue 
And make a chartez of kond and a quictaun te 
99 twenty ma ners coude he trippe and daunce 

Afteꝛ the ſcole of O xen foꝛd tio 
Ind with his leg ges caſt to and fro 


6 if 


FE There as any ttayłand tapſtez was 


Benſypngz the wpues 
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und pley ſonges on a ſmalle rebyble 
Ab'bertohe ſong ſomtyme a koude quynyble 
And aſ ele coude he pley on his getern 
y alle the tou nas hre e houſe no tauery 
That he ne viſited with his ſoface 


Blut ſotl to ſep he was ſomdele ſh weymous 
Of fartyng andof ſpeche dauntterous 
T' bis ab ſolon that iolyf was and gay 
- - Goth with a cenſoure on the holyda 
8 of the paryſſpe 


faſt 
And manp a foueky tobe on them he caft 


And namely on this carpenters wpf 


he ſingith in his bo 


WD”. 
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To loke on heꝛ him thought a merp kyf 
She was ſopropp2 ſwete and ehe kykerous 
da wele ſap if ſhe hadde be a mons 
and he a cat ſe wolde bez hent anone 
This pariſſſe clerhe this ioly abſolon 
Bath in his hert ſuche a foue konging 
That of no wif toke hie non offring 
For curteſp he ſayde he wolde non 
The mone whan it was nytht right ſFone 
and a6ſofoy his gyte rn hadde > take 
For para mours he thouttht for to wake 
And foꝛth he goth iolyf and amerous 
Ty he cam to the Carpenters fſouſe 
Afitef afteꝛ coches hadde y crowe 
And dreſſed him bp by the ſhot wyndolde 
That was bpoy the Carpenters walle 


pce gentytk and ſmalle 
Notderefady if che wyr b. b 


pray pol» that ye wil thinhe on me 
Ful Wele accoꝛding to lis gyteryng 
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This carpentez awoke and ſjerde him ſing 
und ſpate Sntobis wif and ſapde ano) 
what aly ſon ſe riſt thou nat abſokoy 
That chaunteth thus Bndre oure boures walle 
And ſde aun ſuerd her huſbond ther with alle 
pes god Woot John i here it euerydele 5 
This paſſith fozth what wilke ye but thay welke 
From dap to day this ioly ab ſolon 3 

So wowetl her that he is wo bettoon = 
wakith alle the nyt and alle the day 
hempt his koches rode and made them gay 
Ke wobetß her by mea nes and brocatte 
And ſwoꝛe he wolde be hez oWy page 

he ſyngeth broelyng ae a nyghtyngate 

He ſent after pyment methe and ſppced ale 
and wafres pypyng hote of the glede 

And foz ſte was of touy he profe red mede 

For ſom folke wol bye women for richeſſe 

Ind ſom foꝛ ſtrokes and ſom foꝛ iolyneſſe 
dom tyme he ſſe with his kuſtynes and maſt ry 
He ple ye ti herodes Bpoy a ſcaffolt bye 

But what auapſeth him as in this caas 

o loued ſo this hend Nicholas 

That ab ſolon may beokv the buches hoꝛn 

He ne hadde fox his laboure but a ſcozy n 
and thus ſhe mahetſ of ab ſolon her ape 

And af his erneſt turneth tyl a ape 

ful ſoth is this pronerbe it is no lye 
Men ſap rigõt thus al wey the nyt ſlye 
Mahetßh the feꝛ keef foꝛ to be lothe 

ſ02 though that ab ſolon be wood oꝛ wrotße 
Bicauſe that he fer was from heꝛ ſight 
This nygß Nicholas ſtode in his fitt5t 


h itt 
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This ſtty ielous huſbond to begyle 
Andif ſo be the game went a right 
She ſhotde ſlepe in his armes alle nyghe 

Foꝛ this was he deſire and his alſo 
And right anone withoute Woꝛdes mo 


And toheꝛ huſbond badde ez fox to ſey 
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. 5 Now bere the wele thou hende Nicolas 
PFeocꝛabſolone map wayle and ſpntt alkas 


And ſo be fel it that oy a ſaturda 


This carpenteꝛ was goon re nep 


And cke hend Nicholas and afpſoy 


Accoꝛded Be * this conckuſioua 


That Nicholas ſlak ſhapey hem a wyle 


d his nycholas nolengeꝛ welde tarp 


But doth ful le ſoft in tohis chambre carye 
Bothe mete and drinhe foz a dapoꝛ t 


If that he a ſhed afteꝛ Nicholas 

She ſhold ſap ſhe nyſt where he was 

O falle that day ſhe ſa w him nat with eye 
She troweth that he is in ſom maladye 
For that nocrye ſeꝛ mapde coude him calle 


| He nolde aunſue2 foꝛ nothing myght fate 


This paſſith foꝛth alle the ſaturday 


Chat nycholas ſtylle in his chambre le 
And ete and ſkepe oꝛ dyd what him kyſt 


Tyf ſonday that the ſonne goth to reſt 
This ſekp carpentez hath grete meruaple 
Of nycholas oꝛ what myght him ayle 
And ſayd g am adradde hy ſeynt Thomas 
t ſtondith nat arigßt with Hicholas 


God ſbeld it that he dpcd ſode nly 


This wozkde is nol fulle ty bel ſpherfp 


8 ſave a coꝛps to day boꝛe to the chirche 


TS 
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Chat now oy 1 


Go pp quod ſje vᷣnto 


hnaueanone 


{tJſawe bim wire 


Clepe at tle doꝛe and hnoche with a ſtone 5 i 


Lohe hob it is and telle me boldly 
This huaue goch vp fuk ſturdeky 0 
and at the chambre doꝛe White that be ſtode 
Ke crped and hnoched as he were wood 
what go what do pe maſtez Qicholay 
Bold map pe ſtepen al the long day 
But alle foꝛ naught tie herd nat a woꝛde 
dy Hoof fuf (oW he fond Bpoy a Bord 
There as the cat was Wont ty foz tocrepe 
And at the hole he koned in ful depe == 
Tye at the faſt ie gjadde of him a ſiglit 
This nycholas ſat gaping euiz bp right 
as he hadde hyhed on the ne w mone 
Mouy he goth and tolde his maſteꝛ ſone 
n What aray qe ſa we this iłue may 
This carpentez to błiſſe him began 
And ſapd hetp vs ſeint frideſ wyde 
A man wote — what him ſhal betyde 
This may is fallen with his aſt ronomy 
zy ſom woodneſſe 02 ty ſom 2 
J thouttht ay were how it ſholde 
Men ſholde nat knaW of goddes pꝛyuyte 
p bleſſed be alwey a le lode man 
Chat nauttht ont only his beteue can 
Zo ferd another ne the With aſtronomp 
He walhed in the feldes for to prye 
Ypoy the ſterꝛes what ther de falle 
Tyl he was in a marlepit y falle 
Ne ſaw nat. but by ſeine Thomas 
Me re with ſoze of hend icholas 18 
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(be rated of bis ſtudiynt 
J map bp ieſu beupy hing 

Gete me a af that q may vᷣnderſpoꝛe 
while that thou Robyn beuyſt of the doꝛe 
He ſtakke oute of his ſtudiyng as ( geſſſ 
And to the chambre doꝛe he gan him drr ſſe 

His h naue was a ſtrong choꝛle foꝛ the nones 


And bp the ha ſpe he haf it bp at onys 


In to the floꝛe the doꝛe fel anone 


This nychol is ſat ay as ſtplte as ſtone 


And eu gaped bp Ward in the eyre 


This carpentere wende that he Were in dif, pepre 


And ßent him by the ſhulders mptthtyt 
And ſdoke him harde and cryed ſpetouſty 
What nycholay what how lohe a doun 
d wake and thinke oncriſtes pa ſſioun 


J erouche the frotluys and fro wightes 
Ther witß the nygheſpet ſapde he anone rites 
On foure haluys on the houſe aboute 


Andon the threſſholde of the doꝛt Withoute 


de ſu triſt and ſeint benedight 


Pe.exſſe this houſe from eue rp Wicked wigſt 


For nytt6ees verrp the Wittht patez noſte2 
2 thou ſeynt petyrs ſuſtre 
And at the laſt this hende nycholas 


Gan for to ſigß ſoꝛe and ſapde allas 


Saf affe this woꝛlde be loſte eſt ſones now 
Tiscarpenteꝛ aunſwerd what fayeſt thou 


wWpfat thinke on god as we do men that ſÞpnhe 


This nycolas aunſwerd fette me drprike 


And afteꝛ wil g ſpehe to the in pryuete 
Pfeertayy thinges that touche n me and the 
h bil it telle none otheꝛ may certayn 


* 
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This carpentere goth doun and comets ageynn 
And brought of 200 ale a large quarte 
and when eche of them hadde dronke his part 
This nycholas his doꝛe faſte ſhette 
and douy the carpenteꝛ be him he ſet 
He ſayd gohn myn hooſt leef and dere 
Thou ſtakt vpoy thy trouthe ſwere me here 555 
That to no Wight thou ſhalt this coun ſel Wrey 
Foꝛ it iscriſtes counſeyt that ſep 
and if thou telle it may thou art foꝛloꝛe 
ſoz this ᷣengeaunce thou ſhalt haue ther foꝛe 
That if thou Wrep it may thou ſhalt be wode 
Nap criſt foꝛbede it foꝛ his Lerzp blode ge 
Quod tho this ſely may J am no blabbe N 
Ne though J ſap g am nat keef to gabbe 8 
Sap what thou wilt gſhal it neui telle A 
Tochilde ne wif be him that haroWed helle Pe. 
No [john quod npchokas(J wil nat fpe . e 
haue founde it in myn a ſtrologre 8 SEE hes 
As q haue foked iy the mone brittht 
That now a monday nevt a quartyꝛ nxy@5t 
Shalle fat a rayy and that ſo wilde and wode 
That half ſo grete was neniz noes flode 
This woꝛlde he ſayde in leſſe thay an houre 
hal alle be dꝛeynt ſohydous is the ſhoure 
Thus ſhal manhynd drenche andleſe theiz lyf 
This carpentere aunſwerdallas my wyf 
Ind ſtat ſhe drenche alkas my aliſoun 
ſoz ſ020W of this he felle almooſt a douy 
gud ſayd is thez no reme dy in this caas 
why pes foꝛ god quod hend Nycholas 
f thou wilt wozhe after loꝛe and rede 
Thou mayſt nat woꝛke afteꝛ thyy o wu hede 
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1 Fox thus ſa 
wonze alle 

| n 

J ondertahe withouten ma 


Cat af the woalde with 


Men map nat preche 


And haue theriy bytaile ſuffiſaunt 
But ſoꝛ one day fp on the remanaunt 
Ihe Watez ſtjaf a ſtahe and goa ey 


54 Aſne nat Whp 


It ſufſiſeth the Gutif hp w * madde 
25 To haue as grete a grace as Noe hadde 


—＋.— that was ful tre. 
pcounſe 5 —— 


arte 
pet ſhal q haue ſieꝛ and de and me 


pes quod this ta rpentere 
Chou haſt nat herd quod ee alſo 
Tye ſozo]þ of noe with his fela w 

Oꝛ that ſe m ed wif to 


Hzim hadde bekeueꝛ g daz wele öndertane 


At that tyme thay alle his wedders Gfahe 


Chat ſſze gad hadde a ſhip hez ſelue alone 


and therfoꝛe woteſt thou what ts beſt to done 
This aſteth faſt and of ay haſty thing 

ne mahe tariyng 
Anon go get Bs faſt into this nne 

A hnedding trough oꝛ elles a hymelyn 
Foꝛ eche of vs but kobe that they be large 
Jy Whiche de ma Er 


Aboute pryme $poy the next day 

But Robyn map nat ppt lis hnaue 

Ne che thy Ne —— 
tho — ſhe me 

JpLnat tekke4 oddes prpue 


| Thy 25 J wele ſaue oute of doute 
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Go now thy 
But whan thou haſt foꝛ the and heꝛ and me 

y hoten bs thies hnedding tubbes thre 

Than ſhalt thou hong them in the roof ful ye 
That nomay of oure purueaunce eſpye 


and whan thou thus faſt done as q haue ſeyd 


and haſt oure Bptapk fapre in them y leyd 
And ehe ay ave to ſmyte the coꝛde a two 

W6ay that the wateꝛ cometii that we may go 
And breke ay hole an high vpon the gable 

n to the gardeyn ward oueꝛ the ſtable 
That we map frekp paſſe fozth oure way 
whan that the grete ſhoure is paſſed awep 


Than ſal we ſwymme as merely h ondertake 78 7 


as doth the White doke afte2 the drake 
Than wol Iclepe Hol aliſon holb John 

Be me ry foꝛ the flode wil paſſe anone 

und thou wilt ſep hayle mayſteꝛ Nicholay 
Gode moꝛobb j ſe the wele foꝛ it is dag 
and than ſtaf we be loꝛdes alle oure lyue 
Df alke the woꝛlde as noe and his wif 
But of o thing g warne the fulle right 

Be wele auyſed on that icke nygt 
Whay we be entred into the ſhippe boꝛd 
That one of 6s ne ſpehe nat a woꝛd 
Neckepe ne cry Gut be in his prapez 

ſo2 it is goddes oWy heſt dere 
Thy wif and thou muſt hang fer a twynne 


ſoꝛ that bet wixt pou tbep ſhal be no ſynne 


No moꝛe in lohyng thay there ſſl in dede 
This oꝛde naunce is ſayde go god the ſpede 


To moꝛob at nyght whey folhe be alle a ſlepe 


Into oure hnedding tubbes wp? we crepe 
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and ſpede the here aboute 
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ANWdv nnd ſittyn there abyding goddes (trace 


gen ſay thus ſend the wiſe and ſay no thing 


.* 5 « 1 
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ham thy true Lerrp Wedded wif 


And pr puely he ſent them tohis jnne 
And hange them in the ꝛofe in pryuete 
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wey N haue nofentte: ſpace 
this no leger ſermonyng 


Go no 


To mahe 


Thou art ſo Wiſe it nedith the nat to teche 


God ſaue ou tyf and that g the be ſeche 
A bis ſely carpentere goth foꝛtij his wep - 


Ful ofte he ſaydallas and wela wey 


But tohis Wife tolde his pryupte 


And ſhe was ware and hne we it bet than he 
what alle this quepnt caſt was foꝛ to ſep 
But nathefeſſe ſte ferd as ſhe wolde dep 
And ſayd allas go foꝛtij thy wey anone 
Help vs to ſcape 02 we be de de 


Go dere ſpouſe and helpe to ſaue oure kyf 
Lo Whiche a gret thing is a ffectioun 


gqpen map dye afdap of ymaginacioun 


Do de pe map impreſſiouy be tahe 
This ſekpcarpentere bettynneth quake 


Him thinneth Lerplp that he map ſe 


Nopes flode come WakoWing as the ſee 
Co dre nchen afiſouy his honp dere 
He Wepith wale th and maheth ſoꝛy che ꝛe 


He ſptiſied with map a ſoꝛy ſwough 


Ne goth and getteth him a hnedding trougſ 
And afteꝛ that a tub and a hemcfpy 


His owy hond he made ledders thre 
To ctymhᷣyn bp the renges and the ſtafbes 


hn to tſe tubbes hanging in the halbes 
And tſeem vitapketſ both trough and tubbe 


Tke Mytters Tale 


with rede and che ſe and gode ale in a ub 
Suffiſyng right ynow as foꝛ one dag 
But alle hadde made alle that arape 

He ſent his hnaue and ene his wenche alſo 
pon his erond tolondon foꝛ to go 

and on the monday whan it drew to nytttje 
He ſhytte his doꝛe withoute candel light = 
and dreſſed af thing as it ſholde be 

and ſhoztkp bp tie y tlombyn alle thre 

They ſytten ſtyl wele a furlong wep 
Nol pater noſtez ckum ſayd Nichola ye 
and dum ſapde god and aum ſapdakyſon i” | 
This carpentre ſayd his E 
and ſt ple he ſittpth and bpddith his praye; 
Alvaptintt oy the rapy if he it here 5 
The dede ſler pe fo2 wery beſpneſſe 

ft oy this Caꝛpenteꝛ right as ij geſſe 
aboute curſue tyme oꝛ lytel moꝛe 

ſo: trauapk of his gooſt he (froneth ſoꝛe 
andeft he rolbtythz foꝛ his hede mys lay 
Pouy of the leddeꝛ ſtakteth nycholay 
And Ali ſoun fuk ſoft douy ſhe ſpedde 
withoute woꝛde s mo they go to the bedde 
There as the carpenteꝛ Was wont to lye 
There was the reuef and the melodye 
and thus kieth aliſon and Nicholas 
y beſyneſſe of mprttj and in ſofas 
Cyf that the belle of laudes gan to ryng 
And freres in the chauncel gan to ſyng 
This pariſſhe cferke this a merous Ab ſolon 
That is foꝛ foue al ey ſo wo hegon 
Ypoy the monday was at O ſeney 
with company him to diſpoꝛte and pley 
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And he dre w him a 
And ſayde 


Aboute his doꝛe ſittje 


IT ßberfoꝛe q wyl go ſtepe ay oure 02 tey 
IN wan that the firſt cocke bath cro\e ano 
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Pup party eee ebay the — 
il p aftezjohay arpen 
rte oute of tte chirche 
Jnot J ſaw him nat wyrche 
Sithen ſaturday g trol that be be went 
Foz tpmber there oui abbot hath him ſent 
Foz he is wont ſoꝛ tymber for to go 

And duelle at the graunge a dap os two 
Oꝛ elles he is at his houſe certepy 


wee te that de be n can nat ſothly ſapy 


This ab ſolon fuk ioły was and ligt 
And thought now ie tyme to wake af nytzůt 


For ſyherly J ſalb him nat ſtering 

p dap gan to ſpring 
So moot (J thrpue q ſtalke oꝛ coches crowe 
Prpuckp knockcy at his wyndoÞ 

d hat ſtont ful low bpoy his boures wat 


To Ati ſoun no wil g ti Ken alle 


y foue conging for pet iq ſhak nat 
© fat at the feeſt wey i ſhaker byſſe © 
Som mant com foꝛte ſhat\jhaue parfap 
y mouthe ha th itchtd alli tie long dap 
That is a ſigne of hyſſing at the leeſt 
At nyt ehe me mette q Was at a feeſt 


And alle the nyght than wil wache and pley 


Vy riſeth this ioly loue i abſofoy 
And him arrapeth gay at poynt deuyſe 
But firſt he che with grapy andfpcozpce 


a 
To ſmekkey ſete on he adde bempt bis bere 


n 
Vndre his tong a true loue be bere 


i. or therby went he to laue be gracious 
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He rome th to the Carpentersfonſe 
and ſtyl be ſtont Bndre the ſhot wyndow 
Vnto his breſt it rautttt it was ſo low 

and ſoſt he cobleth with a ſemyſoun 

what do ye honycombe ſwete alyſoun 
y fayre bprde my ſuete ſpnamome 
awakett femmay myn and ſpeke tome 
ful kytet thinke ye opoy my wo 

That foꝛ pouz loue ij ſwete there j 9 
No wondre is tout ſwelt and ſ wete 
moꝛne as doth afambe afteꝛ the tete 
Jwps femmay ñ laue ſuche koue longing 
That lyhe a turtyt᷑ true is mp moꝛ nyng 
map nat ete no mote thay amapde Es 
Go fro the Wpndok tache fool ſtie ſayde 

ao helpe me god it wok nat be comba me 
loue a nottez and ełles ij were tobkame 
wele bet than the by Jeſu abſofone 
Go forth thy wey oz wit tij role a ſtone 
and let me ſkepe a twenty deuyk wap 

Alis quod aBſofoy and wele a bey 

That true foue was euiꝛ ſo euył beſet 
Than hyſſe me ſithen it may be no bet 
j 02 teſus fone and for the loue of me 


vytt thou thay go thy wey therwith quod e 


pecertis lemman quod this ab ſocoꝛ | 
Chan make the redy quod ſhe Jcome anone 
And bnto Nicholas ſhe ſapde ſtpkke 


{)olb peaſe and thou ſhalt kautth thy fylke — 


This abſolon donn ſet him on his knees 
And ſayde q ama loꝛd at alle degrees 

#ot aftez this g hope thez cometh moe 
Lemman thy grace and ſwete byrd thyn oꝛe 


The wpndowes ſüe Sndoth and that 


Fuiſe 


But mefeny2 and 
Pn this deſpyte a wrobkey ſoꝛ to be 


His hote loue was colde and alfe 
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Haue do quod ſſje com and ſpede 
Leſt that oure ä —— We afoge 

This ab ſolon gan wype lis fulke dry 
Derke was tte nyt as pyche 02 cool 

And at the Wyndol ſhe put oute hez hole 
And ab ſolon ne felt ne bet ne wers 
But with his moutſi he kyſt ez ers 
ſauerfp oꝛ he were ware of this 
A bak: he ſtert and thought it was a mps 
Foz weke wiſt be a woman hadde no berd 
He felt a thing alle rough andlong hered 
And ſayd fy affas wat haue ij do 
.Tetie quod ſje andcfapped the wpndow to 
And abſofoy ttoth foꝛtij a ſoꝛy paas 

A Gerd a berd ſayde fend Ni 
goddes coꝛpus this gotij fapre and wele 
This ſely ab ſolon herd euery dele 
And on his kippe he gan for angre byte 

And to him ſelue fie ſapde J ſhal the quyte 

wo rubbpth now who frotyth now his lippes 
with duſt with oth with ſond with chippes 
But ab ſolon that ſapeth ful ofte allas 
My ſoule betahe ij ſapde fe to ſathanas 
this toun quod he 


Alas quod he affas that i ne hadde blent 


Foz fro that tyme that he adde hyſt bez ars 
Df paramours ſet he nat acarſe 
Foz fie was hefed of his maladyr 


-. . Andoftparamouzs gan he di 
| . Ade tarts Gete 
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Is be went Git 
propa, 
That in 
Helge u nocheth alte ea ſety 
and ſapd In and that anon 


to geruays 
U rt thou. it am 
wg Dos ee 1 


Mb Lo ARIMEN | 
Df alle this pkep apeyno woꝛdhe paf 
Ge bade weke moze tought 09 diſtaf 
Than gerua baren ls nd ſo dere 
That hote cuktre in the chymmey h 

as lene it me ij haue ther wit to done 
— — fulle ſone 
San e, 


Oꝛ in a poke nobles 
Ran as Jan tre ſeth. 
Ey criſtes fote c pe dotherwith 

Therfoze quod Abſofoy he as be map 
1 

Indcauht the cultre bp the cofde 
Fulle ſofte oute of the doxe fe gan ſtele 
Renn waſte 

He coughed firſt andhnocketh therwith alte 
Ypoy the wpndow rigft as ſe dpdere 


This afyſouy aunſlberd wo is there 
That bnoch{th ſo q barzguntit a theef 


iy nap Wm 
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Fulle p Fraue 
This On) ene th if lon me tp ie 
This Nicholas was rpſey fox to pyſſe 
And thouttht he wolde amende alle the {ape 
Ke ſtolde kyſſe his ers 02 that he ſcape 

and Sp the wpndow dpdhe fſaſteky 
And oute his ers he putpth prpuekp 
Oueꝛ the buttoche of the ſhanke bone 
And therwith ſpake this tlerke abſolon 
Speke ſwete byrde J not where thou art 
This Nicholas a none let ſte a fart 


As grete as it hadde bern a — 5 a 
That With the ſtrohe fe Was pblpne 
And he was redp With his iron hote 
and nycholas ampd the ers he ſmote 
Of goth the ſuynne ay hande brede aboute 
The hote cuktre brende ſohis toute 
And foꝛ the ſmert he wend fox to dye 
as he were wode ſoꝛ wo he (faq to 
Help water wateꝛ help for goddes 
This carpentere oute of his ſtombre ſtert 
And herd one cry water as he Were wode 
And thought affas now cometh the flode 
He ſet him pp withoute woꝛ des mo 
— — fee eBLdes two 
n ehe fonde neytheꝛ to ſelle 
Ne brede ne ale tyl he cam to the ſette f 
pon the floꝛe and there aſ woun be (ap 
BVy ſtert der alyſoyand nychola ye 
And cryed oute ha rob in the ſt rete 


The nygl bou res both ſmale and grete 
Wien nyn [on — __ | 
Chat pet af woy p 

Foꝛ with the fate broſt be bat6his arme 
But ſtondhe muſt vnto his owen harme 
ſor Whay he ſpate he was anone Gozy doun 
with hende nychofas and ali ſoun Wo 
They tolde euery may that te was wode 
So he was agaſt of noes flood 
Throutth fanta ſpe and of hisvanpte 
He hadde bought him knedding tubbes thre 
and hadde them hanged in the roof aboue 

and that he praped tijem foꝛ goddes loue 

To ſitten in the roof par company 
The folhe gay laughey at his fanteſ r 

to the roof they hynyn and tſey gape 

And turned ale his harm to a tape 
Foz Whatſoeuiz this carpenteʒ aunſwerd 
t was foz nauttht nomay lis re ſon herd 

lith othes grete he was ſ woꝛe a douy 
That he was holde wode in alle the toun 
ſoz eue ry clerhe rigit anon helde with other 

They ſapd the may was wode mp leef brothez 
And euery Wight gay laugh at his oy 

Thus ſwyued was ttecarpenters wi 
Fot alte tis hepyng and alle his ielouſy 

And ab ſolon hath hyſſed ſieꝛ neytlieꝛ epe 

and nycholas is ſcalded in the toute 
This tale is done and god ſaue alle the route 


Here endith te @y(ters Tale WEE, 
And here bettynnett the reues profottue 
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w Whbay foktebadde lautthey at this nyce caas 
Df abſolon and of hende nyck olas 
Opuerſe folhe diuerſelp thy ſapdey | 
But foꝛ the mote part thep and pkeyden 
Ne at this talt ij ſa be noman him g reue 
But if it were onfy Oſwalde the Reue 
Bicauſe he was of carpenterscraft 
A ſytet᷑ Jre ther is in his iert there laft 
He (tay togrutche and bla me it a kyte 
Sy thec quod he ful Wele g coude tie qupte 
with bleryng of a proude mpilerscpe 
If that me kyſt to ſpehe of revaudrpe 
Bnt Jam olde me lyſt nat pfep foꝛ age 
Gras ty me is done mp fodre is nold foꝛage 
This white top Writett mp olde peres 
Mpy hert alſo moulyd is as mp here is 
But yet i fare as Toth ay opt ers 
For that ithe frute is tueꝛ lengre the wers 
28 Tyl it be rotpy in mutlohe oꝛ in ſtre 
de olde mey i drede ſo farc y we 
Tpe we be rotpycay we nat be rype 
de hopen at wey While the woꝛlde wil pype 
Pio oꝛ in oure wille ther ſtehith cui a napfe. 
To haue an hoꝛe ſjede and a grene tapfe 
Asa hath a feche foꝛ though oure myght be gone 
'  Oure wil de ſireth foly cuiz in one 
For Whay we may do naugtht thay wille we ſpchey 
pet in oure aſſticy olde fpre is rchpy 
Foure git des haue we Wh iche g ſtatle deny ſe 
Auauntyng liyng angre and coue ty ſe 
Tyheſe foure ſparbles longith Snto elde 
ure oldelymes map we nat be welde 
But wil ne ſhat nat fare that is ſoth 
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and pet e : 

as many a yeregsit as paſſedfenne_ | 

Sithen Sat ay ape ory of lyf began to trenne 

— Was bozy anone 
dreÞ the tappe of kyf andtete it gone 

m—_ ſithey att ſo the tappe ronne 

that almooſt ak empty is tte tonne 

ſtreme of lyf no — on the chymbe 

The ſety tunge map Weke rynge andchymbe 

Of . — that paſt is fuk poꝛe 

with ofde foche ſaue dotage there is no moꝛe 

{ay that oure Fooſt ſladde herd this ſermonyng 

He gan to ſpehen as loꝛdly as a hing 

and ſa * amountett af this 

What ward cn pehe atdap of hoky writte 

The — made a Reue foz topreche 

Oꝛofa — rkrpepe 95 

Zap foꝛth th tate and tary nat tie tyme 

co depfoꝛd and it is tatf wep toprpue 

Lo grene wiche that many a ſire we is in 

Jt were alle tyme thy tale foꝛ to begynne 

— ſires — tliis © ſwatde the Reue 

a alle that pe pon nat greue 55 

auh that Jeanfoer and / de le ſette * fow ? 

2 ce of ſhow 

This dronken Mplfker hath tolde Bs here 

Hol tat begyled was a carpentere 

Parauenture in ſcozy for that am one 

Ind by pour fee ſthalle Him quyte auone 

Righti in 1 choꝛles termys Wpt ) ſpelꝛe 

Jprap to god his necke may to orte 

He can were in myn eye ſe a ſtakhe 


But in his oy exe fe can nat ſe a bathe 
i in 


e pylledasay ape was dis ſculle 
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T trompynton nat fer fromcambri 
There ftott a brohe and ouir that a brytte 

pon the whiche broke ther ſtonte a mylle 

And this is Berrp ſoth that i you tckle © 

A mpffez was there duelling many a dap 

as any pecoe fe was proude and gay 

Pype he coude and fyſſhe and nettys bete 

And turne cuppes and wele wraſtyk and ſhete 

And by his belt be bare along pauad 

And of a ſwerd fulle trenchant was the blade 

A ioly poppe: bare hr in fis pouche 

There was no may foz perpfte durſt him touche 

A ſbeffefd th wetyl Bare he iy his hoſe 
Rounde was his face and ca moſed was his noſe 
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Ke was a market bettre at the fulle 
Theꝛ durſt no Wittht hand vpon him le dge 
That he ne ſwoꝛe anone he ſtokde a bedge 
A theif he Was for ſothe of cozy and mele 
and that a ſkitth and pᷣſaunt fox to ſtele 
Nis name was p hote deynus Symhyn 
A wif ge hadde y come of noble hynne 
The parſon of the toun heꝛ fadre was 
with ez he paf many a panne of Braſſe 
ſo: that Hymbpy ſhukde in hie alye 
She was y foſtred in a nonrpe 
for Hymhpy wolde no wyf as fe ſayd 

But if ſhe were Wele y noꝛyſſhed and a mayde 
To ſaue his eſtate of ye manrye 
Ind ſhe was proude and pert as a pye 

a fufke fapre ſigijt was Bpoy them two 

an holyday hifoꝛe Fez wolde fie go 

with his tepet yhounde aboute his hede 

And ſqe cam after in a gytte of rede 

Ind Symbpy hadde hoſen of the ſame 

Thez durſt no wittht clepe heꝛ but dame 

was none ſo hardy that went bp the wep 
That With hez durſt ones rage 02 prey 
But if he wolde be ſkayn — py 

with pauade oꝛ With hnpf 02 bodehpy 

ſoz Jefous foche Beey parfous eufrmo 

Al zates they wolde tfepz wyues wenden ſo 
und ehe al ſo foz ſte was ſomdele ſmotyrliche 
She was as digne as wateꝛ in a diche 

and fuk of hocouꝛ and of biſma re 

Heꝛ thought a lady ſhol de {ez ſpare 

hat foꝛ heꝛ hynred and heꝛ noꝛtykrye 

That ſte hade leꝛned in tie nonrre 


A dougztes gadde 


CTde Reues Tale 


bit wix them two 
Of twentp pere withoute any moo 
Sauyng a childe that was of hakf pere age 
Jn cradyk it lay and was a propyꝛ page 


Albis wenche thiche and wele p trove was 
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with camops noſe andepey grey as glas 
Buttohes brode and breſtes rounde and lipe 


But rigit fapre was tez here ij wil nat fpe 
 Theparſoyof the touy foꝛ ſhe was faire 
n purvos was to make her his epre 
Bothe of his catet᷑ and of his meſſuage 
and ſtraunge te made it of hez ma ria ge 
His purpos was fox to beſtolbe ſeꝛ pe 
Vnto ſom Woxttp blode of auncetrp 
P eoꝛ holy chirche godes muſt be ſpended 
On hoip chirche bkode that is deſcended 
Therfoze lie wolde his holy blode honoure 
Thoutth that be joy chirche ſhulde deuoure 
Grete ſoh yn tath this mylleꝛ oute of doute 
with Wtjete and malt of alle the lond a boute 
And namely ther was a grete college 
Men clepith it the ſoleꝛ halle in Cambritte 
There was theire whete 7 ehe theire malt y ground 
And on a day it fapped in a ſtounde 
Seen kay the mancipfe on a mala 
Men wende wi ſely that he ſhulde dye 
Fro wijom this mylleꝛ ſtale Bothe mefe and cozy 
un jundred tyme moꝛe thay fie dyd bifoꝛn 
Fox there hi foꝛe fe ſtake but curteſty 
For Förde the wardemcidde and 
02 e the wardeyn chidde and made fare 
But therof ſet the mpffer nat a tare 
and ſwoꝛe it was nat 


Than were there pong ſcolers two 

That duelden in this halle of Whictie J ſep 

Teſtyf they were and luſty foz to plex 

And an — _ — _ reuakrye 

Ypon r | crp 

To yeue them feue hut a lytet ſtounde 

To go to the and ſe thetre coꝛne p grounde 
and hardely thep durſt ley thrire neche of 
The mylleꝛ ſholde nat ſtele half a peche 

Df cory hy ſteyglit ne by force them reue 

and at the faſt the wardyn paue ther fene 

ohn hyglit that one and afepy higt that otfes = 
© f a toun were they boꝛn that light ſtrodre 

Fer in the no2th Jcay nat telle Where 
This afepy make re dy alle his gere 

and on ay hoꝛſe the ſacues he caſt anone 
Foꝛth got alt yn the cferhe and ehe John 
witß gode ſwerde and bockez by his ſpde 
ohn hne we the wey him nedith no gyde 
Ind at the mylte the ſaches adoun he leyeti 
dkeyn ſpate firſt akhapfe ſymond in fepth 
How farps thy fapre doutttez and tp wyf 
atepy wefcom quod Spmbpy by mp lyf 
And gohn al ſo hou no what do pe here 

Sy mond quod John nede hath no pere FS 2 
Him muſt nedes ſerne him ſelue that bath no ſway!) 

Oꝛ elles he is a fole as fezhes ſexy ee 
Oure mancipke gj hope he wille be dede 

So woꝛhith ap there wangys in his hede 

And ther foꝛe g am tome and this aleyn 

To grynde ouze cozy and cary it home ageyn 
pray pou ſpede dᷣohens iy that pe map 

t ſhalbe do quod Symbyn by mp fap 


* — 


g What wil pe do whiles it is iy honde 


 _ This mpſlezyotf apey no coꝛde he ſapde 


te Renee Tafe 


5 rittht 6p the hoppeꝛ Witte g ſtonde 
805 and ſe hou the cozy gotli in 
- pet ſawꝗ neuiꝛ hy my fadeꝛ hyn 
Hol the hoppeꝛ wages to and fro 
Atepy aunſwerd Joty wilt thou ſo 
Thay wil q be Gpnetfh by mp crouy 
and ſe ſou the mele fakfith douy 
Jy to the trough ſhalbe mp di ſpoꝛte 
Foz Join in feptth may be of pouz ſoꝛte 
ham as euył a myllez às been pe 
Tßis mylłeꝛ ſmyled of theiz nytyte 
and thought alle this is done but foꝛ a wyle 
 THep wene that nomay map them 
But By mp thrift pet ſijalte q here then: eye 
- For alle theiꝛ ſtittht and theire philoſophy 
The moze queynt crahes that they make 
The moꝛe ſhafte Jſtcke hay take 
In ſtede of floure yet wil g gyue them Brey 
The greteſt ckerhes be nat the wiſeſt men 
as W1i.om to the wolf thus ſpake the mare 
Of alle theire art ne count g nat a tare 
Oute of the doꝛe he gotſ fulle pryul ly 
han that ße ſawe his tyme ſoftky 
ge luhitſ pp and doun tyl he ha ti founde 
Theſe clerbes hoꝛ ſe Where fie ſtode y bounde 
Behinde the mylle Bndre a ker f ſelle 
And to the hoꝛſe he goth faire and wel 
he ſtripith of the 8rpdek right anone 
And Whay the hoꝛ ſe was loos ſe gan to gone 
To ward the fenne whert wilde ma rys renne 7 
Forth wits webp through thiche and thynne 


off 
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Butdoth his note and with the ckerkes played 
Tyt᷑ that tfeire cozy was faire and wele grounde 
and wan the mele is ſacked and y bounde 
This Joby gotſ —— and fynt his ſoꝛſe a wey 
And gan to crye ha rob and wele abep 
Oure hoꝛſe is looſt aleyn by cockes bones 
Step on thy feet come of man alle at ones 
affas oure wardeyn lat his pal frey loꝛ ne 
This afepy af foꝛgat both mele and cozy 
alle was oute of mynde his huſbondrye 
what wh iche ep is he gone he gan crpe 
The wif come rennyng in warde at a renne 
She ſapd allas pouz hoꝛſe ttoth to fenne 
with Wilde marys as faſt as he may gos — 
Vnthanhke come on his onde that bonde him ſo | 
and he that bettez ſholde haue knytte the rene 
afcas quod gohn allas foꝛ criſtes peyne 
Ley doun thy ſwerde and i wille myn alſo 
Jam futte ſwyfte god wote as is a roo 
Dp cockes ſoułe he ſhal nat a ſcape Bs batſe 
hy ne hadde thou put the capfe in thelath 
e hayle be god aleyn thou art a fonne 
Theſe ſely clerkes haue wele faſt y ronne 
* * 4 — . wn _ ebe John 

nd Whay the Mptrez ſa lb they Were agoon 
He half a buſſhel of theire floure hath take 
Ind badde his wif go hnedde it in a cake 
He ſapde n trowe the clezhes were a ferde 
pet can a mylleꝛ make a clerhes berd 
#02 alle theiꝛ art pet let them go thire Wey 
Lo where they goon ſo lette the children pſep 
They gette him naught ſo ligijtly by my croun 
The ſe ſelycleꝛkes rennyn dp and donn 


LS 


Dt mae it rome: With ſpeche as is youre (tpſe 
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i d ſtonde a foſſa ware derere 
ent choutlerrandſ te bepe infer 


They coude nat 
Thep2 capyt᷑ cache the 
Tyk in a diche thep caugt l 
wery and weet as beſt is in the rapy 
Comptfi Hoi the ckerke and Witt im aleyn 
eee ny, 

oware uen a 
Pure cou is ſtoke men wien Bo foules calle 
Both the wardepy and ouz felo wes alle 
And na melp the gpyſter Wel a wey 

- Thuspfepneth zoty as ge goth by the wap 
Toward the mpffe and baperd in ſts onde 
The mpfkez ſyttyng by the fpre tie fonde 
For it was nyttht and ferthez mptiht thep nauttft 
B.ut for the loue of god they him beſouttht 

 Ofherbozoutth and of eaſe as foz thetre penp 
Che mylleꝛ ſapde apey if ther be any 
Suche ae it is pet ſtjalke pe haue poure part 
Mpy houſe is frretpt but pe haue lernyd art 
ye can bp arttumentes mabkey a pface 
d myle brode of twenty foot of ſpace 
Let ſe now if this place wol ſuffiſe 


Now ſymond ſapd this Joy by ſeint cutkerd 
Ay art thou merp and that is wete aunſwerd 
g baue herd ſap men ſhal take of two thinges 
Suche as he fyndes oꝛ ſuche as he bꝛinges 

But ſpetiaſty q pray the Fooſt ſo dere 

Gette Bs ſom mete and drinhe and make vs chere 
And we wol pap truly at the fukce 
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with empty Fondes men may nat ha whes tuffe 
Lo here my ſpfuez redp foꝛ to ſpende 
This Mylte⁊ to the touy lis doughteꝛ ſende 
Fo: ale and hrede and roſted them a goos 
and bond theire hoꝛſe he ſholde no moze go loos 
and in his oWy chambre he nade a be dde 
with ſhetys and with chalons faire p ſpredde 
Nat from his oWy bedde ten fote 02 twefue 
His doutthte2 hadde a bedde af bp be? ſefue 
Right in the ſame chambre by and by 
t myglit be no bet andcauſe whp 
Ther was no rome herboꝛob in the place e 
They ſoupey and ſpekcy them of ſolace VV 
And dronhen cuiz ſt rong ate at the teſte „ 
aboute mpdnpttte went they to reſte 
wele hath this Mytlkeꝛ dernyſſſed his hede 
Fulle pate he was foz dronke and nat rede 
He pevith andhe ſpekith throutth the noſe 
as he were in the quacke 02 in the poſe 
Tobedde he goth and with him goth his wif 
as any gay was ſje light and iolyf 
So washez ioty hyſtyt wele p wette 
The cradpf at heꝛ beddes feet was ſette 
To rocken and to peue the childe ſoube 
Ind whan that da whyn was in the crolbke 
To bedde went the doutthtez right anone 
To bedde went aleyn and al ſo gohn 
There nas nomoꝛe thez nedith them no dwale 
This N9pfte2 hath ſo wyſely bybbed ale 
That as an hoꝛſe he ſnoꝛteth and ſteepe 
Ne of his tapfe behinde he tooke no heye 
His wif bare him a burdoy fulle ſtrong 
Men mpttit here routyng theriy a furlong 
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The wenche ro wted ehe paz company 
Akeyn the clerhe that hard this 
22 Jogy and ſayde ſkepeſt thou 
rdyſt thou euiꝛ ſuche a ſong oꝛ no 
Lo wh iche a coplyng is at ene them alle 
A wylde fpre 9poy theiꝛ bodies falle 
who he rde euiꝛ ſuche a farly thyng 
pe they ſballaue the floure of alle euyk endyng 
Chis long nyg bt theꝛ tyd me no reſt 
But pet no fozce alle ſhafbe fo the beſt 
ny ſapde afepy ſo — e 
at ma yn 
Som ae 60 la we ſhapen de 
For goꝗn ther is a la we that ſepeth thus 
That if a man in one thing be agg reued 
That in a nottjez fe ſhatbe refeupd 
Oure cozy is ſtole ſotliky it is no nap 
And we haue hadde ay eupk ſyt to day 
And ſithen g ſhalhaue non ame nde ment 
Attapns mp foſſe ij wylle haue ea ſe ment 
Dp coches ſoule it ſhaf none othe2 Ge 
This goon aunſwerd aleyn auyſe the 
This mylle⁊ is a part ous may he ſayde 
Andif that he oute of his ſitpe abrayde 
He mpttht do vs Bothe a vylony 
Alryn aun ſwerd i count him naugßt a fly 
And pp he rooſe and by the wenche he crept 
This wenche lay vp right and faſt ſtept 
Tvyl he ſo nygß was oz ſhe my gut aſpy 
That it hadde be to late foꝛ tocrye 


; And ſhoztkp foꝛ to telle they were at one 


Now pfep aleyn foꝛ j wyl ſpehe of hoh 


& - Thisþohykiethſtpttea furlony rey oro 


The Rene Take 


And to him ſefue be made reuthe and wo 
Atlas quod he this is a wicked ape 
Now may i ſap that Jam but an ae 
pet fath mp fela we ſomWhae foꝛ bis harme 
He hat the Mpſfers douttftez in lis arme 
hee antred ſim and hat his nedys ſpedde 
and g ty as a draf ſacke in my bedde 
and whay this tape is tolde a nothez dag 
3 ſcatbe holde a dafſe a conney 1 
j wpe aryſe and auntre it bp my faptb6 
Vnßardy is bnſekp thus men ſepth 
and bp he roos and ſoftly lie went 
Vnto the cradyk and in his arm it hent 
und bare it ſoft vnto his beddes fete 
Sone aftyꝛ the wif bez routyng leet 
And gan awake and went her oute to ppſſe 

and cam ageyn and gan hezcxadefmpſſe 
And groped here and there But ſhe fonde none 

affas quod ſhe g hadde almooſt myſgone 

adde almooſt goon to the clerkes bedde 
Ey benedicite thay hadde g foule ſpedde 
Ind fozth ſhe went tpk ſte the cradyl fond 
Ze gropith al wey forthez with bez hond 
And fonde the bedde and thought but gode 
Bycauſe that the cradyl by it ſtode 
and nyſt where ſte was foz it was derbe 
And fayre and wele ſbe crept onto the clerhe 


and kieth ful ſtylle and wold haue caught a ſte 
within a while this John bp leep | oi 
and oy this gode wif he lepeth oy ſoꝛe 


So merp a fptte ne hadde ſhe poze 
He prpched hard and ſoꝛe as he were madde 
This ioly lyf laue thies tiwo clerkesladde 


= And ſapd 


—— 
Be 

Dy erde is totp of my ſwynke to nygut 
That mahitij me that j go nat a ngyet 
5 wote wele by the cradyl g laue myſ 
Here lietſ the Mylleꝛ and his wif 
ee 
to re 

wend haue cropey in 2 Jon 


5 
= a 

= Fo by that ford that called is ſeynt game 
= = Lotus tries in tlis ſboꝛte nyg0t 


= 


Swyued the tex bott Bp rigtft 

lies thou a 1 wh 7 

pe falſe llarlot quod the mpſkez baſt . 

ee 

p 

bo durſt be ſoolde todiſperage 

Mp dougtſte : that is of ſucye lynafſe 

and by the throte holle lie caugtt atepy 2 

and he Gent him diſpitouſty agapy 8 

und on the noſe lie ſmote him with ffs fyſt | 

Douy zan tle ody ſtreme vp on his breeſt 

And in the floꝛe Witti noſe and mouth to Broke 

Thep wafolbedas pigges doon in the poe 

And pp they gone anddouyagapne anone 
Tyt᷑ that the Mylleꝛ ſpoꝛnedat a ſtone 

And doun he felle han ward on is wif 

That wiſt no thing of this nyce ſtrpf ß 

ſo ſije was falle a ſteep a tptel Wigtt 

with Joy the ckerke that wached had af nyttFe 

Ind with the falle oute of iez ſtepe the brapde 

Help holy croos of bromelſome ſte ſapde 

hy ma nus tuas to the fozd{Jcakke 

Awake ſymond the fende is oy me falle | 

My hert ts broken help Jam but dede 4 

There Cieth one oy my wombe and on my liede 

help. Zpmhpyfox the faksc>erhes fittit 

This Jolſy ſtert Bp as faſt as fe mptthe 

And groped by the alles toand fro 

To fynde a ſtaf and ſhe ſtert Bp alſo 

And hne we the efters bet thay dyd this Jon 

a —— any 5 
nd ſawe a ymeryng of a light 

foꝛ at ay fofe in ſhone — bright 


bi 


FI jßbe wende the cferhe hadde wered a 


Ce Reues Tale 


And hy that ligit (be ſa we them bothe two 
ut ſpkerly ſte nyſt wo was who 
And as ſie ſa w a White thing in bez 
And whan ſhe can this white thing 


And with the ſtaf ſhe dre we ay nere and nere 
And haue hyt this akepy at the fulle 
And ſmote the myxlleꝛ on the pylde ſcul 
And doun he goth and cryed haꝛold g dye 
The clerkes vete him wete and keet him lye 
And dreſſed them and tobe theiz hoꝛſe anone 
And ehe theiz mete and on theire wey they gone 
And at the mylle doꝛe pit they toke theire cake 


Of half abuſſyet floure Wele y bake 


, 
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C dus is the proude mylle⁊ Weke p bete 
And hath y coſt the gryndyng of the whete 
And paped foꝛ the ſoupeꝛ euerydele 
Of afepy and of Joly that bete him wele 
His wif is ſwyued aud his doutthtez als 
Lo ſuche it is a to be fals 

And therto this prouerbe is ſayde fulle ſot6 
Him dare nat wene wele that eupf dot 
Z gylouꝛ ſhafle him ſelue hegyled be 
And god that ſptteth high in mageſte 
Saue al thiscompanp grete and ſmafe 
Thus haue i quyte the mplkez in my tate 


Rere endyth the Reues tale 4 | 
And here begynnetß the Cokes profottue 


Ne Cooke of london Whife the rene ſpabe a 
ſoz iope lie thought te la wed Him on the Bake 


Tlie yCobesProfoyue 


afa quod he foz eriſtes oon paſſiouy 
This mpffere ſa tũ a ſharp concluſiouy | 
pon 3 rbegage 
wele ſoth ſapde Salamon in his kan{tatte 
Ne bringe nat euery may in thy Houſe 
ſoz herbouryng by npttht is pa rlous 
wi le outtft a man auyſed foꝛ tobe 
whom that he being into pryuytye 
pra to god to peue me ſ020W and care 
— ſithjen J hight hodge of ware 
rd] mylleꝛ bet y ſet a werke 
3 makice in the derke 
But goddes fozbede that we ſFpntpy here 
And therfoze if ye wouch ſauf to here 
tale of me that am a poure may 
wol pou tefke as ele as q can 
a lytet᷑ tape that felfe in oure cpte 
Oure hooſt aunſ werd and ſayde i graunt it the 
Nolb telke 09 Roge foke that it be tode 
for many a paſty haſt thou let blode 
Ind many a iache of douyꝛ haſt thou ſolde 
That hadde been twyes hote and tWpes colde 
Of manp a ame haſt thou criſtes curſe 
For of <p perſekp pet fare they the wers 
That they haue eten With the ſtubbed goos 
Foul in thp ſhoppe is many a flye koos 
Nowe tee ttentyk e name 
But Jpray the A rotfje foz game 
1 may map ſap fufke ſothe in fn and play 
Jun capſt ſoth — p mp fap | 
But ſoth pley quade preps as 5 * mpng ſaptt 
And therfoze harry bally by thy fapt 
Be thou nat Wroth 02 be bend lere 


=: 


my | e 
0 euirtheleſſ nat telle it 
— 3 —— 
And ther withalle he lougſ and made chere 
and ſepdfjis tale as ye ſtat aftez here 


Here endith the Cokes profottue - 
And begynneth his Tale 


re. | 


8 rentyes whilom dueft in oure cyte 
Of aaftef Sptalkers was be ot 
e 


As gayland he was as golde fynche in tle 

Broun as a berp a propre ſhjoꝛt fela be 

I With koches y hempt ful fetouſkp 

VDaunce he coude wele and iolyly 
R Than be was cteped parkpy reuefoure 

ge was as fulle of loue andparamoure 

de in the hyue fulle of Fonp ſwete 


* 
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ce y C ohes Tale 


wele was the wenche that with ſim myßhht ſtepe 

und at euery brpdate wolde te ſynge and hoppe 

and koned bettyꝛ the nethiꝛ ende thay the ſhoppe 

Fox whey ther any tydyng was in chepte 

Oute of the ſhoppe thideꝛ wolde he lepe 

Cpt that he hadde alle the ſight pſepy Pg 

anddaunſed wefe he wolde nat come apey 

and gadre d him a menpye of his forte 

To hoppe and ſyng and make ſuche diſpoꝛte 

and there they ſet ſteue ne foꝛ to mete 

To plepen at the dyſe in ſuche a ſtrete 

For in the toun was there no prentyſe 

That faprezcoude caſt a pepre of dyſe 

Than Pazbpy coude and therto ſe was fre 

Of bis diſpence in place of pryuete 

That Jae bis mayſtere Wwete in his cha ffare 

Foz oftyme he fonde his boy ful bare 

Fo: ſtjoztkp a prentyce that is a reuekoure 

That hauntithj dyce riotte and paramoure 

His mapſteꝛ ſhalce it in his ſhoppe abye 

af haue he no parte of the mynſtral ſye 

#o: thift and ꝛiotte they bern conuertible 

af can he pley on getern 02 rehyble 

Reuet᷑ and trouthe as in a fol degree 

They be fukce wrotße alday as men may ſe 

This ioly prentyte with his mapſtere ſtode 

T ve be Was nit oute of his prentpſtſode 

dt were Ge \npbbedBothe arely andfate = 

Ind ſumtyme ledde with reuet to Hewgate 

But at the kaſt tits mapſtez him bethoughjt 1 

gag on a dap whay hie his paper ſoug lt 

Ypoy a prouerbe that ſapeth this ſame woꝛde 

wile bet is rottyn apul oute of hoꝛde 
h in 
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that he roten alle the the remanaunt 
So farith it by a riottous ſeruaunt 
je is ful laſſe barme to let fim paſſe | 
Than he ſholde alle the ſeruauntes in the place 
— 9 ——— quyttaunce 
And bad him go With ſoꝛolde and myſchaunce 
And thus this ioly prentyte hadde ljts leue 
Nob let ſim riotte alle the npiifit 02 leur 
And there is no thief withouten a fowhe 
That bekpith him to waſte and to ſowke 
Of that he brybe can oꝛ bozo map 
Anone be ſent his bedde and his arrape 
oo 5 — of his — Fo 
That łouetij Opce rpotte a poꝛte 
And hadde a wyf that helde foꝛ contenaunce 


a ſboppe and ſpued fox ter ſuſtenauuee 


Bere endith the Cokes Tale 
and begynnetſ the may of la wes prologue 


Vre hooſt ſa we wele that by the Britt ſonne 
The azhe of his artificialle day is ronne 
The fourthe part and half an oure and moꝛe 
And though be were nat depeſt ſtert in foze 
Be wyſt weke it was the vLviit dap 
Df aprylle that is meſſangere to may 
And ſa we wele that the ſhado we of euery tre 
was as in kengith of the ſame quantyte 
That was the body erecte that cauſed it 
And ctherfoꝛe hy the ſiadobe he toke his witte 
That plebus Whiche that ſhone ſo clere and bright 
Dtegrees was vlũ clomben on bittht 
And foꝛ tlat day as in latitude 


The May of la wes profot ue 


Ft was ten of the ocke he gan conclude e 

and ſodenky he pligiit dis hoꝛ ſe aboute © 

koꝛdinges quod ſie j warne pou alle tie route 

The fourth part of this day is gone 

No bd foꝛ the four of god and ſeint Joby 

Leſe no tyme as ferfozth as pe may 

Loꝛdynges the tyme waſtith bothe npttfit and day 

And ſtefith fro ds what pryuely ſtepyng 

And what thrugh in oure warhing 

as doth the ſtreme that turnettj neuiꝛ agayn 

Deſcending frothemontepy into the prayn 

wele can ſenequyke and many a phifoſophez 

Be wapylen tyme moꝛe than golde ty cofre 

Foꝛ loſſe of catek map retoue red be 

But loſſe of tyme ſhendpth vs quod he 

t wil nat come apey withouten drede 

Nomoze thay wil mathyns ma dynhede 

gay that ſhe hath in bez wauntone ſſe 

Let bs nat moWkpy.thus in del neſſe 

pre man of la qnod he ſo haue pe błiſſe 
Tel vs a tale anone as ſoꝛ ward is 

pe be ſubmytted through youre fre aſſent 

To ſtond iy this caſe to my huge ment 

acqupte you now of poure beheſt 

Than haue pe do youre deuoure at the leeſt 

Hooſt quod he depardieux ie aſſent 1 

Cobreke foꝛ ward it is nat myn entent 

Beſje ſt is dette and i wolde holde fayn 

Alte my beheeſt J can no bettre ſayn 

Foz ſuche la we as may geuyth ay othez wiglt 

He ſhulde him ſelus Sſe it bp rigijt 

Thus wol oure text but neuirthele 


ſſecertayne Ro 


ca right now no thrifty tale ſepy 


The oon of ta wes profottue 


Tan CHauce z thouttf be can but fewdlp 
On metres 02 on rymyng crafteky 

Nath ſapd them in ſuche engliſſhe as be can 
Of olde tymes as 2noWith many a may 
uandif he ne hath nat ſapde them ene Grotfez 
(jy one Boke he hath ſapde them in one other 

F oꝛ he hatij tolde of touers bp anddouy 


PMyo than Ouyd made of mencioiy 


Wo ſo that woc his large bofume ſehe 


8 f Lucrt ſſe and of babykone tyſby 


DOdftbat wicnedenſample of Canace 


by his epiſtetles that been fulke olde 

wl at ſhokde g telle them ſitthen they be tolde 
n pouthe he made of C eys of alcion 
And ſitth he hath ſpokey of eue richon 
Theſe noble wyues and thies noble coners ce 


Cfeppd the ſapntesfpues of cup 
There map he ſe the large woundes Wpde 


The ſwerde of dpdo ſoꝛ the fals E ne 
The tre of phill es foꝛ ez demoptjoy 
The płaynte of dyanere and 
Of adrpane andehe of pſiphile 
The barzepy ple ſtondyng in the ſee 
The dreynt liandre foz hez exo 
The terys of Ele ne and ehe tlie wo 
Of Briſeyde and of Lacedomea 
Tie cruette of the quene me den 
The l'p:ef children hanging by the halſe 
— thy — _ 3 1 falſe 
pprmpſtra penofope an 

poure wiffode comendyng With the beſt 
But certaynty no woꝛde Writh he 


That loued hez one brothe: ſynfully 


Tlie ny of faves profotue = 


Of weiche curſed ſtories) ſap fp 

O2effesof Tprusappofomus 

Hob that the curſed hing Antiochus 

Beraft his doughteꝛ of bez madynhede 

That is ſo hoꝛrihle a tale foꝛ to rede 

whay he heꝛ threw the paut ment 

and therfore he fulle of auyſement 

wol de neuiz Write iy none of his ſermons 

Of ſuche Bnkinde abhomynacions 

Ne J wil nat reherſe if that J may | 

But of my tale wat ſſutde Jdoo this day 

e were fulle kotſe be (phencd doutkes 

Co myſes that men clepe pyerides 

Me tha moꝛphoſeos wote what q mene 

But neuirthekeſſe g rech nat a bene 

Though Jcom afteꝛ him with haue we bake 

3 ſpebe in proſe and let him rymes make 

And with that woꝛde fe with a ſobre chere 

Vegan his tale as pe ſhalle a fteꝛ here 

| Here endith the may of fa wes profotfe 

Andbere bettpnnet{ his tale 5 


— 


Bet is to dyen thay to haue indigene 


. dh dere rxgut now of a tale deſclate 


— 


* 


The may of tawes Cite 


te fulle ha rme condictoy of ponert 
— th riſt colde a nd hungere fr confounded 


Toaſheybekpe the ſſamett in thyn 


Of thou none aſhe With nede art thou wounded 


That verrp nede nWrappitt al tp woundes {id 
Magre thpy hede thou muſt foꝛ indigence 
Or ſteke oꝛ begge 02 boꝛolbe thyn diſpence 
Thou blamyſt criſt and ſaxeſt fulle bitte rty 
He mpsdeparteth riches tempoꝛ alle 
Thy nptthboure thou Witeſt ſin fully 
and ſayeſt thou haſt to lyte and he hã ti alle 
Parfay ſapeſt thou ſomtyme he rehyn ſhalle 
han that bis tayte ſhat brenne ty the glede 
*02 he nat helpith the nede fulle in tteire nede 
Berhe What is the ſentence of the Wiſe 


Thy ſckue nygibouꝛ wol the deſpyſe 
f thou be poure faze Wele thy reuerence 
pet of the wiſemay take this ſentence 
That alle the dates of poure men beey wiche 
Be ware therof 02 thou com to the pryche 

If thou be poure thy brode2 hatyth the 


And alle thy frendes fle fro the alkas 


O riche marchauntes fulle of wele ye be 
O noble o prudent fokhe as in this caas 
pou: Batfttes be nat fylled with ambes aas 
But with ſpce ſynhe that rennytſ iy pouz chauntce 
iy ren — ou OP 
thyn fond and ſce foꝛ you Wynnpnttes 
And as Wiſe folhe 1 — ſtate * 
Of reignes. ye becy faders of tydinges 
And takes bothe of peaſe and of debate 


_ —— 


= Tt 
The may of fawves Tale 


re that a marchaunte gone is many a 
— a tale the Whiche mM 
farry Diifom duefe company 2 
Ofchap iſe ad eo addeand tre - 
That wpde Were —— {ppeery 
Clothes of pode and ſatpy riche of ſewe 
Theirechaffare was ſo truſty and ſo newe 
That euery Witiht batt) deynte tochaffare 
with \andebe to ſelfey them theire dare 
Now 3 forte "IH 
Haue ſſapey them to Rome — — 
were it for — — foꝛ . 
None other meſſage dez ſend 
But ca 7 ſelue — — — 
and in ſuch — — 
#0: theire entent they taken theiꝛe herbygage e ee 
Soioꝛned haue — tony —_ 
Acert 02 theire pteſaunce 
But roBifee tat excellent renoun 
Of the E mperours douttltez dame conſtance 
Repoꝛted was with eue ry circumſtaunce 
Vnto thies ſurziens — ſuche wiſe 
Fro day to day as g ſhalle you deupſe 
This was the comen Bopce of euery man 
Oure S mperouze of Rome god him ſe 
a doutthter hath chat ſith the worde be an 
To rehey as wele hez goodneſſe as ez antye 
was neuiꝛ ſuche a nothe2 as was ſte 
Jprap to god in honoure ez ſuſtepne 
Ind wolde re of alle europe the quene 
In heꝛ is high Beaute withoute pryde 
pouthe withoute gf en 
To alle ſeꝛ werkes dertue is her gyde 
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/ ghumbkeneſſe ha ti ſcayne iy be2 ak tyrannye 
SpSGghe isa myrioure of alle curteſpe 
Be hert is Berzp cha more of holyneſſe 

' Nez hond mynpſteꝛ of fredom foꝛ al meſſe 
And alle this voys is ſoth as god is tre we 
But no to purpos ket be turne attapy 
Thiſe marchantes haue do fraught the : ſſippes ne 


— 


rr re 


I And wan they haue the bliſful mady ſeyn e 
. Nome to ſurry been they went agayn 1 
* And done theire nedes as they haue do poze 7 
fk Andfpuey iy wele can ſap nomoze q 
Noob fykit that theſe marchauntes ſtode in grace { 
Of bim that was the ſowdey of ſurzye T 

Foꝛ whan that they cam fro any ſtraunge place 
Ke wolde him ſekue of his henygne curteſ T 
Mahe them gode chere and beſily aſppe 9 
Txdinges of ſondry realmes for to here C 
Che wondres that they mpttht ſe oꝛ here at 
Amonge otheꝛ thinges ſpecially T 
The ma rchauntes haue tolde of dame Cuſtaunce N 

So grete noble neſſe in erneſt ſeriouſtp 

That this ſowdan hath caught ſogrete ple ſaunce B) 
To haue heꝛ figure in his remembraunce Bi 
That alle his łnſt and alle his beſp cure Bi 
was foz toloue he2 Whikes that his lyf may dure Tl 
Parauenture in that large ohe we 
Which men clepe the beupy y writte was Tl 
With ſterzes02 that he his Birth tobe 
That be foꝛ fone ſukde haue his dethe allas Cu 
ſor in the ſterꝛes c{ere2 than is the glas Im 
fs writen god wote who ſocoude it rede Jp 
The detß of euerp may withouten drede Ja 


9uy ſterꝛes man a wynter there bifoꝛn To 


Tle miyof tabes = + 


1 write - _ of — ob — 
pom pep Jurpus oꝛ they were von 
85 ſtryf of Thebes and of hercules 
Sf Sampſoy Turnus and ſocrates 
Che deth. but mennys wyttes be ſo dulle 
That no Wight can rede it at the fulle 
This ſowdayfoz ſiis pryue counſepk ſent 
and ſhortly on this matere foz topaſſe 
He hath to them decka red his entent 5 
and ſapd them certeyn but he mygit haue grace 
Tobaue Cuſtaunce within a lytet᷑ ſpace 
Ke nas but dede and charged them on hye 
To ſhape foꝛ him ſom remedy 
Ppuerſe men dpuerſe thinttes ſayden 
They argumentes ca ſten bp and doun 
Many a ſubtet re ſon foꝛth they layden 
They ſpahe of magyke and abuſioun 
And fyna(fp as in that conckuſioun 
They can nat ſe in that none auauntage 
Ne hy none otheꝛ wey ſaue in mariage 
Than ſawe they there in ſuche difficultye 
By Wap of reſon to ſpeke alle playy 
Bicauſe that ther was ſuche dyuerſite 
Bit wixt theire both ka wes that they ſapy 
They trobbe that nocriſten prynce wolde fapne 
weddey his childe Vndze oure ka wes ſwete 
That ds was tauttht by maljound the prophete 
And he aunſwered them ratheꝛ than Jleſe 
Cuſtaunce g wil be criſtened doutfes 
I moot be herys i may none other cheſe 
Iprap pou holde youre argumentes iy peaſe. 
Sauce th mp lyf and be nat recheleſſe 


To getyn bee that hath my kyf in cure 


8 Foz iy this woo map nat tont endure 
d ſayb ſe and enbaſſettrye 
ſap bp tretp 


Tat in diſtrnctiouyof maumentrpe 
And in encreſſe of criſtes la we deze 
They been accoꝛded ſo as pe ſtalke ere 


And alle his lie ges ſhulde criſtened be 
And be ſhal haue Cuſtaunce in ma riage 
Andcertayn golde g not what quantite 


That j ſholoe telle alle the purueaunce 

That the E mperouz of his grete noble neſſe 
Bath ſhapen fox his doutthteze dame cuſt aunce 
wele map men hnow that ſo grete oꝛdenaunce 


But foꝛ ward they dreſſe them alle and ſor 
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what nedith grete dylatacioun 


And bp the 


ye popes me 
And alte 


"ref and alle the cheuakryt 


hob that the ſowdey and his ba ronage 


And therto founde they ſufficient ſurete 
The ſame accozde was ſwoꝛn in eithez ſyde 


Now faire cuſtaunce al myguijty god the gyde 


Nobd Wofde ſom mey Wene as g tteſſe 


May noman telle ty a kptek cauſe 
as was arayed foꝛ ſo high a cauſe 
 Biſſhoppes been ſhapey With heꝛ foꝛ to wende 
Loꝛdes ladies hnygijtes of grete renoun 

And othe2 foche pnoutth this is the ende 

And notifyed is oute though the toun 
That euery wigijt with grete deuociouy 
Sholde prape criſt that he this mariage 
gs rs in gre and ſpede this piage 

The dap is com of heꝛ departyng 

3 ſap the wofutle dap fatalle is come 
That there map be nolengeꝛ tariyng 


Cuſtaunte that was With ſozoW alle onfreom -- 

Fulke pale ariſeth and dreſſith bez to wende 

{oz wele ſe wote there is none otfez ende 
altas what wondre it is though ſhe wept 

That ſhał be ſent to ſtraunge naciouy 

fro frendes that heꝛ ſo tende ily kept 

and to be bounde vndre ſubiectioun 

Of one ſhe hnowith nat the condiciouß 5 

ſbondes been alle gode and haue be yoꝛe e 

That hnoWe wyues g daꝛ ſap nomoze EE ph 

* Fadre ſhe ſapde thy Wreched chikde cuſtaunce © 

Thy yong donttltez foſtred Bp ſo ſoft | 

and pe mp modre my ſouerayn pleſaunce 

Due: alle thing oute take criſt on lofte 

Cuſtaunce youre c<ikde hez recomaundeth ofte 

Ynto pouz grace foꝛ ij ſhakke to Sure 

Ne ſhalle g neuiꝛ ſee pou moꝛe with eye 

Aſfas vᷣnto the Bara ryhe naciouy 

J muſt anone ſithey that it is youre wi lle 

But criſt that dyedoure redempcio un 

Zo yeue me grace is heſtys to ful fille 

wreched woman no foꝛce thoutit] ſpylle 

women are boꝛn to ti raldom and penaunce 

Ind to be vndre mannys gouernaunce 8 
3 trolbe at troye whay turnus brake the waſte 

Df Xioy noꝛ Brent was Thebes thecyte 

Le at Rome foz the harme troutth Hanyballe 

That Romayns hadde denquyſſhed tpmes thre 

Nasberd ſuche tendre wepyng foz ppte 

as Das the chambre foꝛ ſeꝛ departyng 3 

But foꝛth ſhe mot Whether ſhe wepe 02 ſyng e 
O firſt moupnttcruek firmaruent e 

bith thy dyurnalle ſwegß that crowdeſt alle 
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That c 


8 Solempnel y With cut ry cirxcumſ 


And rigiit anone ſhe ſoꝛ bez tounſeyt ſent 


And burt 
t the begynnyng of this fiers biage 
mars hach ſtapy this ma riage 
DODinfor tuuat aſcendaunt toztuous 
Of whiche the loꝛd is helpkes falle allas 
Dute of his ange into the thridde houſe 
O e 
O fehle mone vnhappp be thy paas 
Thou h nettyſt the there thou art nat ie ſceyued 
There thou Were wele fro tie ns art thou weyuyd 
Jmprudent E mpeꝛouꝛe of Rome alias 
was there no philoſophre in thy toun 
Js no tyme bettre ttjay a nothe2 in this caas 
Of viages is there none efcctiony - 
Na mckp to foche of high condicioun 
Nat W$ay a rote is of a birtlje p knoWe 
Atlas we beey to łe de andeltis toſfow 


To ſdippe is brougtlit this woful fapre mapde 


taunce 
No b Jeſu criſt be with pou alle ſhe ſapde 
There is no moꝛe hut fare Wete fapre cuſtaunce 
She pepneth hez ſetf to mahe gode contengunce 
And fozth tet bez ſaple iy this ma ne re 
Anv turne apcy i wille to my mate re 
The mode: of the ſolbdan werle of diceg 
Aſpyed hath bez ſonnys playn entent 
Holde he wolde lete his ol de ſacrifices 


And they cam tohnoWe What ſhe ment 
And whan aſſe mbled was this foſhe in fere 
She ſette ez doun and ſayd as pe ſhalke bere 
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hob that my ſonne is in popn 
Tic holy ta wes of oure alca cn . 
peuey by goddes meſſangere machomete 
But on a Bowe to the grete god i ete 
The tyf ſhalle rathez oute of my body ſtert 
Oꝛ mach ometes la wwe go oute of mp hert 
what ſhuld vs tyden of this ne we ka we 
But th raldom to oure body and penaunſee 
and after ward iy helle tobedrawe 
ſo: we reneWed mahoun oure creaunce 
But ＋ wit ye make —— 
as q ſhaft ſap aſſentyng to my | 
and) ſjaffe mate Bs ſauf foz euirmoze 
Chep ſwoꝛn and aſfentpdeuerp man 
Tolyue With her and dye and bphyez ſtonde 
and eueriche in the beſt wiſe that he can 
Co ſtrentfith hez ſtjal his frendes fonde 
as ſhe that hath this empryſe take on honde 
w iche pe ſtjathere as ſtat deuyſe 
and to them alle ſtje ſpake in this wiſe 
we ſtat firſt fapnecriſtendome totake 
Colde watez ne ſhaC vs greue but a lyte 
and q ſhal ſuche a feſt anda reuefmake = 
Chat asg trowe gj ſtat the ſowday;qupte 3, 
For though his wif becriſtened neuiz ſo white 
Die ſhal haue nede to waſſhe away the rede 
Though ſhe a fonte fulte of watez With hezfede 
O ſowdannes rote of iniquite | 
Dirago thou ſamariaythe ſeconde 
O ſerpent öndre femenynyte 
ylyhe Lnto the ſerpent depe in helle y bounde 
O feyned woman alle that may con founde 


ordinttes quod ſte pe knowde wefeenericſote 
tefox totete 
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W yt pee 


werte knoweſt thou to women tie olde wep 


Lete pryuelp hez counſept go theiz wey 
What ſuulde g lengeꝛ in this tale tarp 


+ Repentyng lie that fhehethey was ſo longe 


To pleaſen them q wil do my abou 


Anda 


O ſatban enupous ſithey that day 


That thou were cha ſed from oure heritage 


Thou madeſt eng to bring Bs in ſeruage 


T bou wolde foꝛdone this criſten mariage 
Thyn inſtrume nt ſo wele awey the While 


ſt thou of women Whay thou wilt begyle 
Ts ſowdoneſſe whory g bla me and wary 


She ride th to the ſoWday on a day 
And ſayd to him that ſhe wolde renye heꝛ lay 
And criſtendome of preſtes honde fonge 


Beſeching him to do heꝛ that honoure 
That ſhe my git haue the criſten folhe to feeſt 
re 
The ſolbdan ſapeth(j wil do at youre heſt 
und hneling thanhedheꝛ of that requeſt 
So glade he was he nyſt what to ſap 
Shi hyſſed heꝛ ſonne and home ſhe goth Fez way 

Aryued be theſe criſten folke to lond 
In ſurrpe with a gre te ſolempne route 


ſtely this ſowday ſent his ſonde 

Firſt tohis mode2 and to alle the reigne aboute 
And ſayde his wif was come Withoute doute 
And prapedhez to ryde ayens the quene 
The gonouꝛ of his reig ne to ſuſteyne 
Grete was the prees and riche was the arrape 


Of ſurꝛpens and of Romapnes mete in fere 
Ce modre of the ſowday riche and gay 


— — 


TliePayoffuwes ue. 


keſteyued her with alke gtade chere 
ne myttht —— dere 


Thay was the aſſemble of this ötiſſut oſt oo 

But this ſcozppoy this Wicked gooſt 5 

The ſolbdon ne ſſe foꝛ alle hez fratering 8 

Caſt vndre this ful moꝛtally to ſtyn 
The ſowday come ti hem ſelue ſone aftez this 


So rially that wondre was to telle 
Ind welcometh hez With tope and blys 
And thus in top and bliſſe q kete them duelle 
The frute of 3 to telle : +l 
Men thoutthe it whay tyme cam foꝛ the beſt 
That reuef to ſtynt and men to go to ꝛeſt 
The tyme cam this olde ſolwdonneſſe 
Drdepnedbath this feſte of Wljicte g tolde 
And to tlie feſtecriſtey men dreſſe 
y generalle bothe pongt and olde 
There may men riartye and feſt befolde 
und deyntes mo thay can deuyſe 
But afce to dere they bouttht it oꝛ they ryſe 
O ſoden woo that eueꝛ art ſucceſſoure 
To woꝛldly blys ſpreynt with bitterneſſe 
Che ende of jope and oure Woꝛldly laboure 
Wo occupiethj the fyne of oure gladneſſe 
Her py this counſek for thy ſpherneſſe 
Ypoy ep gladde day haue in thy mpnde 
The vn waar woo that cometh the behinde 
foꝛ ſhoztkp to telle at one woꝛde 
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Ties olde ſawdonneſſe 


The Yay of tales Tate 


Ilſe ſo dan and the criſteyenericſone 
alle to he wyn and ſtycked at the 602d 

Bac were — 1 dame 1 
ed crone 

Nath with bez frendes there done this curſed dede 

Foz ſte heꝛ ſelue wolde alle the countre lede 

Ne there was ſurrepy none that was conuerted 


That of tſie coun ſeyk of tie ſolwdan wote 


That he nas alle to leben oz he aſtertyd 
and Cuſtaunce haue taken anone fote hote 
And in a ſhippe ſterełes god it wote 


Ec? They haue hez'ſet and badde ſeꝛ lerne to ſaylt 


Oute of ſurry ageyn ward into pta 
' Acertapy 8 that ſhe thidre 8 
And ſoth to ſapy bytayle grete plente 
They haue hez peue and dotiies ehe ſſje 
And foꝛth ſhe ſayled into the ſalt ſce 
O mp cuſtaunce fulle of benyttnite 
O Smperours pong doutthrez dere 
He that is loꝛde oue2 foꝛ tune be thy ſtere 
She bliſſed her and with ful pytous Bopce 
Vnto the croſe of cryſt thus ſapd ſte 
O ckere o wele fulle autre holy cropce 
Rede of the ka mbes blode fulle of pyte 
That weſſheth the woꝛlde —.— iniquite 
Me fro the feende and fro his cla wes hepe 
That day that i ſhal drenche in the depe 
Victoꝛyous tre of protectioun tre be 


badde 


That onły were wozthp ſoꝛ to here 


The king of heuyn with his woundes ne we 
The white lamke that hurt was With a ſpere 
Flemeꝛ of feendes oute of him and of here 


7 | ? Of whiche thy lynes fayt fully extende 
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Tespe offawes Taleo 


$. 


che hepe and yeue me my kyf tamende 
res and daies creature F 
Throutth oute the ſe of grehe into the ſtrapte 
Of marroke as it Was hez auenture 
O many a ſoꝛy meke map ſhe bapte 
aftez hez deth ful ofte map ſte wayte 
Oꝛ that the wilde wa wes wolde hez drpue 
Vnto the place where ſte mygt arpue 
Men mpttht aſne hp ſhe was nat ſkapne 
he at the feeſt ho mytifit bez bodp ſane 
and g aunſ werd to that demaunde agayne 
who ſaued danyel in the hoꝛrible caue 5 
There euery Wight were he mayſteꝛ oꝛ knaue 
was with the (youn ret oꝛſje a ſtert 
No witt5t but god that ſhe Bare in heꝛ heꝛt 
God lyſt to ſhe we his wouderfulle myracle 
y heꝛ foꝛ we ſhulde ſee his myghty werkes 
Criſt that is of enerp harme tryacle 
Dp certapy meanes as2nowey cferhes 


Dotz thinges that fox certaxy ende fulle derke is „ 


To mannys wytte that foz oure ance 
Ne can nat knole his prudent purneaunce 
No b ſith that ſhe nas at the feeſt y ſtawe 
Who hept bez fro drenchyn in the fee 
who hept Jonas ty the fyſſbes ma we 
Tyfhe was ſpouted oute of mynyne 
eke map men h na we it was no Wittft but fe 
That hept the pepfe hebraycke fꝛo drenching 
with dry fote oute throutth the ſe ſee paſſing 
who hath the foure ſpirptes of the tempeſte 
Chat poweꝛ haue to noyen fonde and ſee 
Both nozth and ſoutl weſt andeſt 
qnoyeth netheꝛ kond houſe ne tre 


em Te: 
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Tie Pay of talves Tate 


Yotbly the comaundre of that was lle 


That fro the tempeſt ap the womay hept 
as wete W6ay ſte woke as Whay ſhe ſtept 
Where myhut this woman mete 02 drynke haue 
Tire pere and mozefaſtith ez wytayle 

who fedde the egipcian ma ry in the caue 
Oꝛ in deſerte nat hut criſt ſauns fayle 
Fyue thouſand folhe it was as grete meruaple 


With foups fyue and fpſſtes to fede 


God ſent his foyſon at hex grete nede 
She dryueth (02th into oure occiay 


Th rougi oute oure wilde ſee tyl at the faſt 


a AC da 


That thens wolde it nat al that tyde 


Burt algates therbp was ſhe Snderſtonde 


Vndre an holde that name g ne cas 
fret in noꝛthjumberłand the wa wes hez caſt 
And in the ſond tlie ſhippe ſtpched ſo faſt 


e wil of criſt was there ſhe ſhulde ab 
* he conſtable of the caſtet doun is . 


To ſe this Wrache and alle the e he t 
Al nd fonde this Wi ape ſong 


p Womay ful of care 


was in 
A mane2fatpy cozrupt was heꝛ ſpeche 


The conſtable whay him lyſt no lengere ſecſſe 
This woful woman Grouttht be to londe 
She h nelith doun and thanbith criſtes ſonde 


But What ſte was ſhe wolde to nomay ſap 
Foꝛ foule ne faprethoutth ſhe ſholde dye 


She ſapde ſhe was ſo ma ſed ty the ſee 
That ſhe foattate hez mynde by bez troutle 


— — a 


The an ofla wes Tale 


conſtable hath of bez ſo trete pyte 
- ehe his wif that wepyn ſozc 2 . 
She was ſo diligent witthouten ſkowielle 
To ſerue and pleaſe eueriche in that place 
That af her loue that lonen in heꝛ face 
The conſtabte and da me liermegylde his wif 
bere papnems and thatcountre euery were 
But ſermegyl de koued bez right as her fFpf — 85 
And cuſtaunce ſſatij ſołong p ſoioꝛned there 
Jy ozpſoy With many a byttre tere NA 
Ext heſus ati conuerted through lis (trace = 
Dame hermettylde the conſtableſſe of that place 
JI alte that onde nocriſten durſt route 
Alte criſten men be fledde fro that countre 
Throutth papnems that conquered alle aGoute 
The rea me as Wele bp land as hy ſee 1 
To wales thay fledde the criſtianpte 
Of olde britons diwelleng ty that ge 
Ther Was no refute foz the meane whike 
But pet nere criſten britones ſoneevited 
That there nare ſom in heꝛ prpuete 
Konoured criſt and he then folke heyyted 
Und nyght the caſtet ſuche there —_— 
That one of them was blynde aud mp(tht nat ſe 
But it were With thicke eyen of his mpnde 
with whiche they ſeey aftez men be blynde - 
Bright was ſong as ina ſomers dap 
ſoz Whiche the con andiſis wif alſo 
and Cuſtauncetjath take the rigit wep 
Toward the ſee a furtong Wep oꝛ two 
To płepen and to romey toand fro 
And in this walhe the bkpnde man they mette y 
Croked and ofde With epey faſt y ſbette 8 
| | = 555 
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The Bay of fawes Tale 


Jy the name ofcriſt cried this brytoun 
Dame barmegylde yt ue me me mp ſight ayen 
This lady wa pt afraped of that ſoun 
Ceſt that hez huſbond ſhoꝛtly for to ſeyn 
wol de he foꝛ ie ſuscriſtes loꝛe haue ſfa 
Tyl cuſtaunce made hez holde and badhez wirche 
Tye Wpt of criſt as doutthter of holy chirche 
Che conſtable weyt abaſſhed of that ſight 
And ſayd what amounteth alle this fare 
Cuſtaunce aunſwerd ſiz it iscriſtes 


f 
That helpitij fokte oute of the feendes ſnaze 
and ſo fez foꝛth ſhe can oure fa We decfare 
That ſſje the conſtable 02 it weze ene 
Conuertyd hath and on criſt made him befene 
CThisconſtabłe was nothing loꝛd of this plate 


Of whiche g ſpate there he cuſtaunce fonde 
But hept it ſtrongly many a Wpnters ſpace 
Dundre Atla hing of al nozthumberfand 
Chat was fulle wiſe and hardy of his hond 
Ayenſt the Scottes as men map wele here 
But turue agapyh wil to my matere 
Satthay that eueʒ dᷣo wapteth to begyle 
Sa we of cuſtaunte alte the perfectioun 
And caſt anone hou he mpttht quyte heꝛ While 
And made a yong knptht duelting in that tony 
Loue heꝛ ſohote of foute affectiouy 
That vᷣ ryły him thought he ſtakte ſpyl 
But he of heꝛ onys mpttht haue his wylle 
gʃe wo with heꝛ but it auapfeth nauttht 
She wolde do no ſynne by no wey 

And foꝛ deſppte he compaſſed in his thought 
To mahe heꝛ on a ſhameful deth to dye 

Ne wapytetſ whay the conſtable is a wey 
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The man of calves Tale 


and pryucly oy a npttlt hecrept 
n hermegyldes chambre Whiles ſhe ſtepte 
We ry foꝛ wahed in heꝛ oꝛy ſons | 
Slepitij hermegyld and cuſtaunce afſo q 
This hnyght through ſathans temptacions 
ace ſoftly is to the bedde y goo 
and hytte the thzote of Hermetpſde a two . 
and leyde the blody bnyght by da me cuſtaunce 
and went his wey theꝛ god gyue him myſchaunte 
Sone aftez cometh the conſtable aga xy 0 
and ehe Alla that was king of the lond 
and ſa we his wif diſpptouſky ſtapne 
Foz Whom he wept and wronge his honde 
and in the bedde the blody knyf be fonde 
By dame cuſtaunce allas what myght ſhe ſap 
ſoz berzp woher witte was alle awep 
To hing Affa was tolde alle this myſchaunce 
And the tyme and Where and eke the wiſe 
That in a ſhippe was founde this cuſtaunce 
ds here bi foꝛe pe may haue herd de 
The hinges hert of pyte gay ar 
Whay he ſale the benygne creatuß 
Falle in diſeaſe and in myſauentunr ert 
Fox as the lambe tolbard his deth is brought 
So ſtant this innocent afoꝛe the king 
This fats unygiit that hath this tre ſon wrought 
Berith heꝛ on honde ſte hathe do this thing 
But natheſeſſe there was grete moꝛnyng 
Among the pe ple and ſayden they can nat ge ſſe 
That hadde nat do ſogrete a wichedneſſe - 
Foz they haue ſern heꝛ euiꝛ ſo bertuous 
And louyng hermegylde right as her [pf 
Of this bare witne ſſe eue tiche in that houſe 


The may of ta wes Tale 


Saue that he ſto we hermegyld with the hnyf 
This gentyl king ha th caught a grete motyf 
Of this witneſſe and though he wolde enquere 
Deppere iy this caas and trouthe foz tokeze 
Alas cuſtaunce thou ha ſt nochiamppoy 
Ne fygũt canſt thou nat welea way 
But he that ſtarf foz oure redempcioy 

Bond ſathay and pet fieth there he lay 
TIE 

2 But if criſt open mpr 

withoute gylt thou ſbaktbe ſkapne as ſÞptbe 
_ She ſette heꝛ doune on her knees 7 thus ſhe ſapde 
Immoꝛtalłle god that ſauedeſt ſuſanne 
Fro fals blame and thou merciful mapde 
Marp(j mene douttttez of ſeint Anne 
Bifoze Whoſe childe angeles ſynge oſanne 
3f 3 be txyCekes of this fikonye 
Py ſocou re be 02 ef(es(j ſhafke dye 

 Banepenat ſumtyme a pale face 

Amontte a preei m that hath been ladde 
Tobard hie he gettith no grace 
And ſuche ac is fate he ha dde 
Men mpttft hn is face that was be ſtadde 
Amontte af the faces in that route 
So ſtandith cuſtaunce andloketh bez aboute 
O quenes lyuyng whilom ty proſperpte 
Ducheſſes and thekadies eue richone 
Haue ſom routhe on theiꝛ aduerſite 
An emperours doutthte: ſtant atone 
She wote nat to whom to make her mone 
O blode rpakke that ſtondith in this drede 
Fer been thy frendes at thy gtrete nede 


Ts Alla hing hath ſuche compa ſſioun 


1 aw — _ wt 


The may of kawes Tate 


a ſerte is fulfiłled be 
Dat — donni N 
Nol haſtely go feta boke quod be | 
2 
wom that we wol ſhalbe oure iuſtice anpſe 1 


Of them that hadde Wronge ſuſpec 

Vpoy this ſely nnocentenſtaunce 

Und foz this mpracke in conckuſioun 

Ind bp cuſtaunce mediaciounn 

The king and many anothe in that place 

Conuerted was thanked be criſtes grace 5 
This fals hnygit was ſlayne foꝛ his ůntroutſſe 

By iugement of the hing Alla haſtety | 

And pet hath Cuſtaunce of his deth grete routhe 

Und aftez this ieſus of his mercy 

Nade ulla to wedden ful ſokempneftp — 

This holy mayden that is ſo bright and ſſene 
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And thus ha th criſt made Cuſtaunce a quene 
But who was wofulle if J ſtalle nat lye 
Of this weddyng but and no mo 
The hinges modre ful of tyrannye 
Nez thougit heꝛ curſedhert hraſt a to 
She nolde nat her ſonne had do ſoo 
Heꝛ thouttht a deſpyte that he ſholde take 
So ſtraunge a creature into his make 
che pſt nat of the chaf ne of the ſtre 
Make ſo long a tale as of the cozy 
What Fenn. 
Of this ma riage oꝛ which cours goth bi foꝛn 
who bo with in a trompe oꝛ Who in a Fozy 
The frute of euer tafe is foz to ſep 
They ete anddrinke daunce ſyng and 
They go to bedde as it is ſhplte and 
Foz though that wyues be ful holy thinttes 
They muſt take in pacient a n 
Suche ma ne: ries as bern pleſinges 
To focke tlfat them with 
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w that this bliſfulle tydynges is befafte 

andother tinge Wie Fg ee fe, 

Ke tab:ith his lettre and foꝛth be goth bis Wey 
This meſſangere to do his auantage 

Vnto the kinges modre rideth he ſppthe 

and ſafuett hez fapre in lis langage 

Padame quod he ye map be glade and bite ES 
and thanken god ay jundreth thouſand ſptſe 
My lady the quene hath childe withoutey doute 
To iope and bliſſe of alle the reigne aboute 

Eohere the kettres ſealed of this thing 

That muſt bere iy alle the haſt q may 

ye wyt outtfft to poure ſoy the hing 

Jam poure ſeruaunt both nygijt and day 

Donegeld aunſwerdas noÞ at this tyme nap 

But here alle nygijt g wille thou take thy reſt 

TomozoWy wit ſap the what me kpſt oo - 
This meſſange re dꝛanhe ſadly ale and Þyne 

And ſtolen were his lettres pryuely 

Oute of his boy Wſiles he 

Ind countrefeted was fulle ſubtely 

a nothez fetere Wrought ful ſpnfultp. 

Ynto the hing directed of this matere 

ſrobisconſtabfe as pe map aftez here 8 5 
The lettre ſpahe — 4 defpuered was 

Of ſo hoꝛrible a feendey creature 25; 

Chat in the caſtet none ſo hardy was, 

There no while any Witt map endure | 

The modre was ayefpbe bp auenture 

2 


1 


p comen bp charmes oꝛ by ſocery 
and euery Wight hatith tiez company 


wo was the hing han he this lettre hadde ſeyn 
out to no Wigtht he tolde his ſoꝛowes ſoze 4 


-Tliemayoffawes Cite 


But of is owen hond he wrote attapy 
Welcom the ſonde of criſte foꝛ euirmoꝛe 
To me that am ne we lerned in this loꝛe 
_ Khon — —— = © 
My luſt put a 0 nce 
Wfrpe tis childe ant it fouke 02 fapre 


And ehe mp wif vnto mp home comyng 


Criſte whay him kyſt may ſende me an eyre 
Moꝛe aggreable than this to my lyking 
This lettre he ſeakith pryueky wepyng 
wWhiche to the meſſangere was y take ſone 
And foꝛtß he goth there is nomore to done 
O meſſange re fulfylled with dronknes 
Strauntte is thy breth thy lymes flatern ap 
And thou be wretheſt alle ſecreteneſſe 
Thy mynde is loꝛe thou iangelyſt as a Jap 
Thy face is turned as in a nee aray 
There dronhkneſſe reigneth in any route 
The re is nocounſepke hept it is no doute 

O donegelde g haue none engliſſhe digne 
Vnto thy malite and thy tyrann 
And therfoꝛe tothe feeude gj the reſigne 
Let him endityn of thy traytou x 
y manyſſbe fp o nap by god Jlpe 
fp — 1 ſpyrite foꝛ ij dare Wele telle 
Though thoy here wafhe thy ſpyrite is in helle 

This meſſa nge ꝛe cometh fro tle hing agayn 
And at the hinges mode rs courte he fight 
And ſte was of this meſſangere fulle fapne 
And pfeaſed him in alle that eueꝛ ſhe myght 
He dronke and wete his gyrdyl öndre pitt 
He ſkepith and he ſnoꝛteth in his guyſe 

Al nyght tyl the ſon gan aryſe 
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aftez was his lettres ſtolen euerichone 
and coun tre feted lettres in this wiſe 
e 

py of hanging and on high guyſe 

Shale ne ſhulde ſuffez iy no wiſe 
Cuſtaunce in his reittne foꝛ to abyde 
Thre daies and a quartez of a tyde 
But in the ſame ſhippe as he hez fonde 
her and hez pong ſonne and alle ez gere 
He ſholde put and croude fro the konde 
and charge he that ſhe come neuiꝛ eft there 
O my Cuſtaunce wele map thy gooſt haue fere 
and ſlepen in thp dreme by pe naunee 

wan donegelde caſtith alle this oꝛdenaunſe 
This meſſangere on m020We wan le woke 
Vnto the caſtekte holdith the next lap 
und vnto the Conſtable hie the lettres toke 
and whay that he this pytous lettre ſaye 
fulle often he ſapde allas and wele a wey 


Loꝛdcriſt quod he hou map this woꝛlde endure e 


Jo fulke of ſpnne is many a creature 

O mpttity god if that it be thy Wille 

Sithen thou art right fulle iuge hou may it be 

That thou wil ſuffre qnnocence to ſpylle 
Ind Wicked follꝛe reigne in proſperite 

O gode Cuſtaunce altas ſo wo is me 

Coat ꝗ moot be tiy turmentouze 02 elles depe 

Oy ſhame fulle deiß there is none ot heꝛ wep 

we pyn bothe olde and pong in that place 

Whay that the hiug this curſedlettre ſent 

And Tuſtaunce With a dedely pale face 

The ep toward the ſhippe ſhe went 

vut neuirtlcleſſe ſhe takith in gode entent 


Diet that the hpreſief from her tiede ſhe brapde 
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he ſapde ap weltome be tlip ſonde 
* mehept fro thefaks bla me 
wphikes that J was in the londe a monges pou 
he can me hepe frolſarme andehe fro ſſame 
Jy the ſalt ſee al tough pe ſee nat hou 
as ſtrontte as euiz he was he is yet noe 
n him g truſt and in his modez deze 
That is to me my ſapke and ene my ſtere 
Geng pte tee 
And hnelimg pytou a 
Peaſe lytet᷑ childe g wil do the none harme 


And oue2 his lytel eyen ſſie it layed 
And ty bez arme ſte kullith it fulle faſt 
und into heuyn bp bezepey ſte caſt 

Modre quod ſhe and mapde bright zarpe 
Soth is that throutth womannpsettement 
Manhynde was looſt and dampnedeuiz to dye 
Foꝛ Whiche thy childe was on the croce to rent 
Thy bliſ ful eyen ſa we al this turment 
Than is there no compa ri ſon bit wene 


Typyn wo and any wo tſlat man may ſuſteyne 


Thou ſa weſt thy childe ſtapy a foꝛe thyn eyen 
And pet noW lyueth my kytel childe parfap 
Now lady bright to whom alle fulle crien 
Thou gloꝛpe of womanhode thou fayre may 

Thou haupy of refute Grittht ſterꝛe of dap 
Rewe on my childe that of thp ttentytneſſe 
Re beſt on euerp rewfufiy diſtreſſe 
Pe kxtel childe allas what is thy gylt 
That neuiꝛ Wrontffteſt ſynne as yet parde 

why wyl thy hazde fadre haue the ſpit 


— 


be han ofta wes Ta: a 


O mercy and dereconſtable quod ſhe — 
4sCet mylytel childe duelle here Witt the 
and if thou darſt nat ſaue ſim for blame 
So hyſſe him onys in his faders nam 

Ther with ſhe koned hac ward to the londe 
and ſapde fare wele huſbond routhleſſe 
and bp ſte roſe and walhed douy the ſtronde 
Coward he: ſhippe hez fofowitt alle the prees 7 
And euer ſhe prapett ez childe to holde his peaſe 
and takith hez heue With an holy entent 
he bliſſith on — ſhip yo — 

Vytayted was the ſhippe it is no dre 
Gabundantfp foꝛ Fez kong ſpace 
Ind otheꝛ neceſſaries that ſhotde nede 
She hadde pnougth heried by goddes graee 
For wynde and weddre afmpittitpe god purchace 
and bring her home can no bettre ſep 
But in the ſee ſtje drpueth fozth the wey 
a Fla thehin{fcometh ſone afteꝛ this 

Duto his caſtet᷑ of whiche tolde 

und aſted Where his wif and his childe is 
The conſtable gan aboute his ſjert to colde 
Ind pleynky ate the mane he him tolde 
as ye ſjaue herd ij can it telle nobettre 
And ſtewith the hinges ſeale and his lettre 
And ſapde koꝛde as ye comaunded me 
On pepne of dethe ſo haue g docertapy 
Chis meſſangere turmentyd was tyl le 
Muft be hnoWe and tel plat and plan 


ſro nygijt to nyt what place he hadde in lane 

and thus he with ſubtel enqueryng 

magyned was bp whom this harme gan ſpring 

The honde was hnobben that the lettre Wrote 
mi 
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And alte the Senp1 of tllis curſed dede 
But in What wiſe certapnfp ij not 
| Nun ſtough that — any 
| re ſl at mey 
Fo that ſbe traptoure Was toſſes litfeaunce 
Thusendith olde donettpkde with myſchaunce 
Tie ſozowettjac this Alta nygit and day 
Mahith foꝛ his wif and foꝛ ſis chylde alſo 
There is no tonge that it teffe map 
UVUDDut node wol g to cuſtaunce go | 
QC hat fletyth in the ſee with pepne and wo 
ſpue pere and moꝛe asfpheth criſtes ſonde 
Oꝛ that her ſtjippe approched to any konde 
Vndre an hethen caſtel at the faſt 
The whiche the name nat in text i fynde 
Cuſtaunte and ehe hez childe the ſee Bp caſt 
emyghty god that ſaued alle man hynde 
Raue on cuſtaunce and hez childe ſom mpude 
That fallen is in hethpy honde eſtſone 
Jy poynte to ſpylle as i ſhale telle pon ſone 
Dou from the caſtel cometh there many a 
To gaurxy on this ſbippe aud on cuſtaunce 
But ſhoꝛtly fro tſie caſtet᷑ on a nyttht 
The koꝛdes ſte ward god peue him myſchaunce 
A theef that hadde renyed oure creaunte 
Cam into the ſtiippe alone and ſayde he ſholde 
Heꝛ lemman be Whetheꝛ ſhe wold oꝛ nolde 
Tho was this wretchid woman wo begone 
Nez clilde cryed and ſhe cꝛied 
But bliſſed mary helped hez 2ittht anone 
= Fox with he ſtroglyng weke and mpttiitplky 
\ © Thethieffef oueꝛ the bozde al ſodentp 
'& _. AIndigtbeſceledrepnt fox dengeaunce 


Wight 


e. 


and cus hach criſt nwemmed kept aſtaunce. R 
O foule kuſt of kuxurie lo thyn ende 
Nat onfy that thou fapnteſt mannys 9 mynde V 
put beryty thou Wptt his body ſhende Tris: 
The ende of thp werke oz of tthp luſtes Beynde 
s compleynyng hou many one map men fynde 
That nat foꝛ Were ſomtyme Hut foꝛ thentent 
To do this ſynne he ottiez ſkapne oꝛ ſſent 
Howe map this eek — that ſrengith 
He: to defende ayenſt the renettate 
O golyas bnmeſurable of kengithe 
How myght dauid make tle ſo mate 
So yingof armure and ſodeſotate 
How durſt he coke Bpoy ttip face 
wefe map men ſeeyit is but geddes grace 
who paue iuditij coꝛage oꝛ hardyneſſe 
To ſtee him oli fernes in his tent 
und to detyueryn oute of wrechidneſſe 
The people of god g ſap to this entent | 
Chat rigijt as god ſpprite and pigoure ſent 
To them and ſaued them oute of myſchaunce | 
So ſent he ſtrengith andVittoure lntocuſtaunce =» 
ſort! goth hez ſip through oute the na robe mouelſe 
Df iubaftez and ſepte dryuyng al wey 
Homtyme Weſt and ſomtyme nozth and ſonthe 
and ſomtyme Eſt ful — — wery 5055 
Tył hem modre p 
Hath ſhapey c bez — 5 ee 
Co make ay ende of alle heꝛheuyneſſe 
Nob let Bs ſtynt of — but a throwe 
And ſpehe we of —— 2 
That oute of Hurrp hath byfettres knowe 
Che ſcautthecz of crijtey folhe and diſſonoure 2 


— = 
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|  DooySntoljisdouttſitez by a fals traptoure 
mene thecurſed and wicked ſowdoneſſe 
That at the feeſt leet ſhe botlie moꝛe and leſſe 
ſfo2 whiche this Emperouz hath ſent anone 
Bis ſenatoure With ryalle oꝛdenaunce 
| And othez koꝛdes god wote man one 
On ſurryns to take ith bentteaunce ö 
Aber brynne and ſlee a bring them to myſchaunce 
ful many a dap but ſtzoztky this is the ende 
hom ward to Rome they ſhapen them to wende 
Tbis ſenatoure repapreth Witt victoꝛy 
To Rome ward ſealing fulle 
And mette the ſhip dryuyng as ſapeth the ſtoꝛy 
In Whiche cuſtaunce ſat ful pytou 
No thing kneWe he what ſte was ne whp 
She was in ſuche arzape tllat ſte npk ſep 
Of her aſtate thouth fe ſtulde dep 
He brinttith bez to Rome toljis wif 
He pauehez tohez andhez pont ſontt alſo 
And with the ſenatoure ſhe ladde her lyf 
Thus can oure lady bring oute of wo 
Cuſtaunce and many a nothez mo 
und long tyme duelled ſhe in that place 
hn holy werkes eueꝛ was hez grace 
The ſenatoures Wif bez ante was 
But for alle that ſhe hne e bez neuiꝛ the moꝛe 
h wpeé nolengere tarp in this caas 
But to hing Alla whiche g ſpake of poꝛe 
Foꝛ his wif wepith and ſi ſoꝛe 
J wol retoꝛne and pet wyk cuſtaunce 
VDeudre the ſenatours gouernaunce 
King Alla Wbiche that hadde his modre ſkapne 
V pon a day fyl in ſucſe repentaunce 


"7 5M A Y 
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and if i ſuoꝛtly telle ſhalte andpteyy 
To Rome ſie come ti to reſcepue his penaunce 
and put him in the popes oꝛdenaun ne 
y higũ and lowe and geſus criſt deſoug et 
foꝛyeue his Wpcked Wozhes that fe hath wrougt 


The fame anone through Rome is bon 7 


Now Alla hing ſtjak come in pyttrematte 
bp herbegeours that wenten him Bifozy | 
ſoꝛ Whicte the ſenatoure as was the Sſatte 


Rode him 3 3 


as bele to ſſje wen his magnificence 
as to done any hyng reuerence 
Grete chere doth this noble ſenatoure 
To hyng alla and he tohim alſo HB 
Cuerp of them doth to othe2 grete Fonoure 
and ſo befyl that on a dap 02 two 
This ſenatoure is to hyng Alla go 
Co feſt ſhoꝛtey if ij hal nat kye 
Cuſtaunces ſonne went in his company 


This ſenatoure hjadledde this childe to feſt 

map nat telle euerpcircumſtaunce 

Be as be map there Was he at the leeſt 

But ſoth it is rittht at his moders heeſt 

Difozy Alla duryng the mete ſpace | Fe: 

The childe ſtode lokyng in the kinges face 
Alla the king of this childe hath grete wondre 

Ind to the ſenatoure he ſayde alone $ | 

whoſe is this fapre childe that ſtondeth pondre 

J not quod he by god and by ſeint Joly — 

4 modrehe hath but fadre hath he none 

That Jof wote and ſſoztkp in a ſtounde 

He tolde Ala ho the childe was founde 


 Thezetsnomaycoude bring le tothe prpche 
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7 rr 
So bertuous a łyueꝛ in alle my lyf 
Ne ſawe g neuiꝛ as ſhe ne herde of mo 
Of woꝛldey wy men mapdey Wpdolbe oꝛ wif 
[3 daz wele jap ſhe hadde leueꝛ With a knpf 
Throuth oute the breeſt thay be a woman wycke 


Now was this childe as lyhe ůntocuſtaunce 
As poſſible is a creature foz tobe 
This Acła bath the face ty remembraunce 
Of dame cuſtaunce and theroymuſed be 
f that the childes modre Were onttht ſhe 
Coat is iiis wif and pryuel be ſigijt 
And ſpedde him fro the table that he mph 

Parfay quod he the fanton is in mp bede 
J outt5t todeme of rittltfulke iugement 


-* Thatiythe ſalt ſeemp wyf is dede 


Aud ſie foꝛ ſoꝛowe as dombe ſtonditſ as a tre 


And after ward he made hio argument 
what wote g if criſt haue hez hidre ſent 
My wif by ſee aſwete as he hez ſent 
To my countre fro thens that ſte went 
Andafteꝛ anone home Witt the ſena tourt 
Gotßh alta foꝛ to ſe this woundre chaunce 
This ſenatoure doth alla grete honoure 
And haſtely he ſent afteꝛ cuſtaunce 
But truſt wele heꝛ kuſt nat ſoꝛ to daunte 
Whay ſhe wyſte wherfore was that ſonde 
Vnnethes v9poy heꝛ fete mpttht ſhe ſtonde 
wan alta ſawe ſjis wif fapre be ez grette 
And wepte that it was routhe to ſee 
FT.-oꝛ at the firſt lobe that he on bez ſette 
he hne we berely that it was ſhe 
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So was hen gerte ſhjtte in heꝛ diſtreſſe e 
whan ſhe nad Bef Go On ub % To EEeS 16D. 
T wps ſhe ſwoned iy his owne ſittht GE rear RD 5 
He wept andhimevcuſedpptouſſyp . 
Now god quod hie and alte his halowes bright 
Zo wiſely on mp ſoule haue mercy e 
That of poure harme as gitttes am | 
as is my ſoune Maurice ſołyke poure face 
Elles the fende me feche oute of this pkace 
Long was the ſobbyng and the byttre pepue 
©: that hez Wofutke tiezte mpttht ſece ; 
Grete was the pyte foꝛ tohere them playne 
Througi whiche prayntes gan bez wo encrece 
pray pou alte my a boure to refeſſe 
may nat tet thetre wo Sntpk to moꝛobbe 
Jam ſo erp foz to ſpehe of ſoꝛolbe 
But fynafty whay the ſoth is wyſt 
Ferobe ax rundred ym eobe ep pſt 
frole ay 
and ſuche a bliſſe is there bet wixt them two 
That ſaue the tope that laſtieij euimo 
There is none pfphe that any ereature 
Hath ſeey oꝛ ſhak hikes that the woꝛlde map dure 
Tho praped ſhe hes huſBondmehety _ 
That in refeef of ez pytous peyne 
That he wolde pꝛay heꝛ fadre ſpecially 
That of his maieſte he wolde enclyne 
To douche ſauf ſom dap with him to dyne 
Yhe prayed him ehe he ſholde by no weß 
Dnto heꝛ fadre no woꝛde of her ſap 
Home men wolde ſeyn that tle childe maurice 
Dotß this me ſſage Bnto the Emperounre 
But as geſſe Atka was nat ſo nyce 


m im 


— — 
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To hin that is ſo ſoueꝛayne of konoure 


Za he that is of criſtes foche the floure 


| : Sent any childe but it is beſt to de me 


He went him ſelue and ſo it may wele ſeme 
This empe roure ha ti graunted gentylly 
To come to dyneꝛ as hie him beſouttht 
and wele g ſuppoſe le fobed beſiiy 

V pon this childe and oy his dougthtez tout 
Dea gotij vnto his nne as him ought 
Arapio fo this feeſt in euerp Wiſe 
as ferfozth as his connyng map ſuffice 

 Themozolve cam alla aud gan im dreſſe 

And che his wif the Emperoure foz to mete 

And forth they ryden in ioye and in gladneſſe 
And when ſhe ſa we tjez fadre in the ſtrete 

She lyghteth doug and faſfith him to fete 
fadre quod ſhe youre pong childe cuſtaunce 

o nowe ful cleen oute of poure remembraunce 

J ary poure dougthtez Cuſtaunce quod ſhe 
That wdifory pe haue ſent into ſurrpe 
t am J fadre that iy the ſalte ſce 
was put affone and dampned foz to dye 
Now gode fadre mercy j you crye 
Sende me nomoze into none he th neſſe 
But thankitt my loꝛde here of his hyndneſſe 
who can the pytous ioye telle alfe 

Bet wiyt them thre ſithey thep be thus mette 
But of mp tate make ay ende i ſhalfe 
The day goth faſt J wyk no lengre fette 
Theſe glade fokhe to dyneꝛ Be y ſette 
In iope and bliſſe at mete J lette them duelle 
A thouſand folde wele moꝛe thay I can telle 


* 


Elis childe maurice was ſithen empezoure 


ct Payoffawes Tae 
pmade 6p te pope and eyued eriſtenty +" 


Tocriſtrochieche dydlie trete Gnome 
Sat let a theſe alte paſſebp et 


— cuſtaunce is my take ſpeciatkp 


nes geſtes men map wele ſynde 
here it nat in mynde 
Than king Atta Whay he his tyme ſep HI 
with cuſtaunce his holy wif ſo 0 wete 
To engkonde be they come the rig t wey 
where as they lyuen in ioye and in qupete 
But fytef White it faſted q you Getiete Ws 
Jop of this woꝛlde But tyme Wye nat abyde - 
fro day to np(tht it aunttith as the tpde _ 
Who lpucth eutz in ſuche del y te adap 
That is ne meuedeithe2 iyconſcience + 
Oo ire 02 tafent oꝛ ſom hynnes affrap 
E nupe 02 prpde 02 paſſiouy 02 offence 
Ine ſap but foꝛ the ende of this ſentence 
- Tbatfptef White ty ioye 02 ple ſaunce 
Laſtith the kyf of Ata With cuſtaunce 
ſo deth that tab ith of bigh andkowe lis rent 
han paſſed was a pere eupy as|j (trſſe FS. 
Duteiof this woꝛlde this king Atta is went 5 
Foz whom cuſtaunce bath fuftc grete Ecupneſſe 
Now pray we to god his ſoule bliſſe 
und dame cuſtaunce fynally to ſay 
Tolbarde the toun of Rome goth Fez way 
To Rome is come this holy creature 
Und fyndeth heꝛ frendes there hole and ſounde 
Lob is ſte ſcaped alle heꝛ auenture 
Und wgan ſhe heꝛ fadrehath y founde 
Douy on Fez h nees falliti to grounde 
bepyng in ierte fox tenderneſſe blytle 


ol de Roma 
Maurictus bof 


— 


e 
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iz a ſondre wende 
departed them this lyf they lede 
And faryth now wele my tale is at an ende 

Noe ge ſus criſt that of is mpitſit may ſende 
Joye aftez Wo gouerne bs in his grace 


in 
And hepe 5s alle that been in this place 


Here endith the man ofla wes tale 
And begynneth the Marchauntes prologe 


w. eppyng and waykyng care and othez ſozowe 
J gaue pnoutth Goth euyn and ehe a mozole 
Quod the ma rchaunte and ſo haue otſjeꝛ mo 
That Wedded beg tro we that it be ſo 
Fo: wele ij wote it fareth ſo hy me 
haue a wif the woꝛſt that map be 
Foz thoutth the feende cuppled tolſez were 
She wol de him ouirmache gj daꝛ wele ſwere 
what ſhulde (j reherſe in 
He hitth malice ſhe is a ſhrewe With alle 
The is a long and a large difference 
Bet wixt gry ſilidis grete pacience 
und of my wif the paſſing cruelte 
were h vnbounde alſo mot Jthe 
1 wolde neuiꝛ efte come in tlee ſnare 
we Wedded meylyue in ſoꝛoe and care 
aſap who ſo wal and be ſhalle fynde 
That ſap ſotbe by ſeint thomas of ynde 
E As ſap nat alle 
1 ſhelde that it ſhulde ſo be falle 
1 3 vo A gode ſiꝛ hooſt ij haue Wedded be 
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foꝛ the moꝛe parte 


God 
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- Tfeſe monetſes two and moꝛe nat parde 
9.5 J trowe fie that atle histyf ; 


— — 


i If 
Now quod oure marchaunte ſo godt 
Sithen pe ſo mehylhnolbe — 4 4 
ful hartely g pray pou telle Bs part 
Gladty quod fe but of myn owne ſoꝛe 
ſoz ſoꝛy hert i telle may nomoꝛe 


Here endith the qparchauntes prologu 
And here — bis Tale 4 : 


beiſſe 
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Und firs man was he 
ab rba 8 defpvs 


as doon theſe foules that ecule re 
und Way that de was paſſedCy pere 
[poor day 1 — 

ca nat ſap a coꝛage 
Hadde this hny(tht to be a wedded man 
That day and nyttht he doth alle that he can 
To a ſpye Wtjere be mygiſt Wedded be 
Prayng oure loꝛd graunt him that ſe 
Mygt onps knowe that bliſful fpf 
That is bet wivt an huſbond an his wpf 
and foꝛ tolyue vndre the holy bonde 
with wg iche god firſt man and woman bonde 
None other lyf ſapde he is Wozth a bene 
For wedlohe is ſo eaſy and ſockene 
That in this wozlde it is a paradiſe 
Thus ſapde this olde knyght that was ſo Wiſe 
And certaynfy as ſothe as god is hyng 
To tabe a wyf is a gloꝛious thing 
And namely wan a may is ofde and hoꝛe 
Than is a wyf the frute of the treſoꝛe 
Than ſhofde he take a pong wyf and a fapre 
Oy whiche be mygit engendre him ay heire 
und lede his lyf in top and in ſoface 
— — wp y ce ſyngey« = 

ay that they fynden eny a te 

(jy loue Whiche nis but ildesBanyte 
And trufy it ſptteth wele tobe ſo 
That gachefersfane peyne and wo 
Oy brotyl grounde they bykdandBrotytneſſe 


| , They fynde freycte Whay they wene ſyberneſſe 


Se ay ry bet ant ww ans as Mid oh AM te er er 
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ue but as a byrde 02 as a 
ö een 
There as a wedded may in his aſtate 
Epueth tis lyf błiſfuĩ and oꝛdynat 
Vndre the poke of ma riage y bounde 
dele may his hert ty ioye and bliſſe ſabounde 
ſoz who can be ſo huxom as a wyf 55 
who is ſo tree and ehe ſoententyf 

To he pe him ſehe and hole as is his make 

#oz were 02 Wo ſhe wil him nat foꝛſake 
She is nat wery lim to loue and ſerue 
Thoutti that fe fpe bedred tyl he ſterue 
and pet ſom cletkes ſapey it is nat ſo 
Of wbiche he Theoptiraſte is one of tho 
what force thougſi theophraſt lyſt lye 
Ne tahe no wif quod he foꝛ huſBondrpe 
as foz to ſpare iy houſeholde tiyn expente 
A tre wb ſernaunt doth moꝛe difpttence 
ae wre tf part ole fextpf 
or ſhe part alle heꝛ ly 
and if that <onbe ſeek ſo god me ſaue 
Thy verzp frendes 02a true knaue 
vol hepe the bet tian ſte that waptetl ap 
aftez thy deth andhath done many a day 
This ſentence and ay hundred thinges wozſe 
wWriteth this may theze god his bones coſe 
But tahe no hepe of ſuche lanypte 

Do fye theophjraſte and herkyn me 

A wif is goddes peft deryly 

Al othe ꝛ manez peftes hardely 

as londes ꝛentes paſtures 02 comune 
Oꝛ moebles al be 


peftes of foꝛtune 
Chat paſſen as a ſladowe on & walle 
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Tee 
A w and in 
wete kengeꝛ thay the lyſt 
Mariage is a fulle grete ſa 

who that hatij no wif is ſent A 
He lpueth(etpCes and is alle deſolate 

J ſpeke of foche in ſecufez aſtate 
und erken Why (j ſap nat this foꝛ nougiit 
The Woman is ſoꝛ ma nnys belpe y wrougtfit 
Che big god wan he adde dam mahed 
And ſa we hiſh allone bely naked 


God of his grete — kph yn, 
Let vs noW make ay helpe 


the to him ſelue — ttiay te een. 
re map pe ſe andheze by map pe p 
a” a wyf is mannys helpe and his comfoꝛte 
radyte terꝛeſtte and his diſpoꝛte 
ae and ſo bertuous is ſie 
Thep muſt nedes lyue in bnpte 
D Hasser cher be and of o Blade Jeſſe 
Not but one herte in wil and in diſtreſſe 
A wif a ſeinte Mary benedicite 
Now mygiit a man haue any aduerſite 
That hatij a wif certes can nat ſep 
The bliſſe that is bet wixt them twep 
There map no ton tte oz hezt cube 
f he be poure ſbe helpith him to ſwynke 
She hepith his gode and waſtitij it neui a defe 
And alle that heꝛ huſbondluſt — wile 
Doch ſapre eto lr fig . re 
. a a 
 BliſfuCt cadre 0 wedtcke pcs 
Thonart ſo mery and ehe fo dertuous 


ſpeke ſhalle 
ſe endure 
. 
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12 outttit afte his tyf 
Thankpy 
Dreftes p 


that 
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A wif tofe 

ſoz than his 


He may nat 
Se bebe 
ie is fede 
4714 o tre we and therto eke ſo wyſen 
Foz if thou wykt Werche as the wpſe 
DPoatlap as the woman wol the rede 
eo hou iacob as theſe cferhes rede 
By gode coun ſeyl of his modre rebeche 
Bonde the hyddes ſuynne aboute his necke 
fox wh iche tits faders denyſoy he wan 
Do CR wele tel can 
ad beim al Weike be ſept 
rnes 
Lehe p ode counſepk that 
Saued ez aufen NaGaf Woe that 2 
Sec (aue be ſa yne and lohe heſteꝛ alſo 
By gode coun 7 red oute of wo 
The people made ma rdocſie 
Dfaſſureentaunerd ede 
T aste no thengipgeeſu — 
el besen 
thy wpues tong as 


wif 


dele map the ſckemay er. A 
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That ene tp May that holt them woꝛth a lebe 


goddes people hept | 


” 
And that anone in alle the haſt that can 
Vnto ſom mapde fapre and tendre of age 
pra pou ſtapith foꝛ my ma riage 
Al ſodenfy foꝛ i wil nat abyde 

Andg wol fonde to a ſpye ſyde 
To whom g may be weddidbaſtcky 
way Ay ano open mo 1725 
pe [Yar ra the ⁊ ſuche a thyng aſppcy 
Tha») Where me lyſt beſt 2 
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But one 
Jwyf none 


g pong 
Seti aprheret 
—— apolde Gf oth — 


woman of of age 
drapery ws bene ſtra we . 


can ſo mekyt craft in wadys hote 
ee, 
d 
Foz ſondr — — 
woman ofa " — — 3 — 
But cert a 
——— —— WR 


wol none olde wyf haue fox this cauſe 
ſor tf ſo were if Jhadde ſuche my ſchaunce 
That g her coude ſaue no pleſaunſde 
Thay ſgolde Jtede my kyf 

and ſo ſtrepttht to the deuyt whayJ dye 
Ne children ſtjulde g none on hei getyn 
pete hadde g keuyꝛ houndes hadde me etyn 
an that myn heritage ſhulde falke 

J» ſtraunge honde and thus telke pou ate 
doute nat i wote the cauſe whp 

Ped ſholde wedde and ferthermoze woot J 
Chere ſpekith many men of marriage 
That wote aa mp pup 
Co Whiche cauſes take a Wpf | 

if be map natl — por 

Tahe ſjim a wyf wi with — 
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ing) Dernexoump freneoder ö 
al nat phe 
od fer e ene fur faps . 
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juſtinus ſotlfy called was that othez 
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oncy 2 four 
ano fx er ſe 
and 
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PfaceBo ſayd o January Brotfez 
Ful kytet nede hadde pe my loꝛde ſo dere 


Counſextł to a ſhe of any that is here 


J wote Weke that mp 

hat that he ſayeth{J holde 

1 Jer tb 
d fulke gret 


youre Wozdes — — 
Dy god thez is no 4 nh 


Ne ytal pe conde Getereliane ſayde 


Criſt boddich fin of tis fut wete J 
is an hint coꝛage 18 


And truly it 
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a any may that ſtept is in a age 


SBenehe among othez wordes 


I With any Wif if ſo that ſhe 


by my fadre bynne 
2 


Ri t he to . 
4 aye e >= yer 
Sithen pe haue 


be | 
Eee Br 


Zapeth that a may oughthiy rigtt wele auy ſe 
whory he hisfonde oꝛ his catef 


A chideſter oꝛ a Waſtez of thp gode 
— — oz of —_— Wode 
t ſothat no man ſbafſe 
None in this wozkde that trottith hole in alle 
Ne man ne beeſt ſuche as men can deuyſe 
—— — 
dde 
Mo the wes gode tian heꝛ dices badde 
And al this aſhith fepſez toenquere 
Foz god it wote g haue wept ful many a tere 
Ful prpueky ſithey g hadde a wif 
Pryſe dd o ſo yt a wedded mannxyo kyf 


— ume | 
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pe map — D— 
roles, a may 3 
How that pe entren into mariage 
De din che Dita yong wifanda far 
By him that made watyꝛ erthe and epre 
The pon{teſt may that is in alte this route 
eſp pnougſto to hring it aboute 
aue a wif alone But truſtit6 me 
1155 nat pleſen ſieꝛ only yeres thre 

is to ſap to doſjeꝛ fut pleſaunce 
a wif aſhith ful many an obſeruaunce 
Yprap pon that be natenye ypaped 
nde enk ſapd 5 
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0 ſap he is ed 
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A AU nothez ſtont in the peoples grate 
| Corber rſſeand tes benignyte 


| He mpddef ſmalke hex 
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He bar pole where he mygiit 
Fo if one hadde beaute ty hez face 


That of the people grete Boyce hadde 
And ſony were riche and had badde Toy, 
Vut neuirthefeſſe bitwiyt erneſt and game 
He at the laſt appoynted him in one 
and lete alle otheꝛ fro his herte gane 
And choſe hez on his olbne auctoꝛyte | 
Foꝛloue is blynde aldap and map nat ſee 
e 
e poꝛt reed ii a | 
He2 freſſths beaute and q age tendre 
armes kong and ſtendre 
L womanty Geryngandfer fade? 
2 woma ryng a 2fa 
And wan he was of heꝛ condeſcended 
Him thought his coſe myglit nat be amended 
Foz wan te jim ſełue concłuded hadde 
Him thoutt eche othez mannys Witte ſo zadde 
That impoſſible it were foꝛ to repiye 
apenſt his choyſe this was his fanteſye 
Bis frendes ſent he to at his inſtaunce 


And praped them to do lin that pteſaunce 
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at haſtety tie worde co hip come 5 
Tepee . 1241 
eee tome rhe 4 
Ke was appoynted there ge wolde abyde 
Placebo cam and ene iis frendes ſone 
2 badde them alteabone- 
That none of them none a ntes ſhokde mabe 
ayenſt the purpos Whiictie that ſe badde y tage 
whiche — peas ſapdefie 
ie ade Ger bag maphen tl tomp 

a Sa ma | 
weictie that of — — þ 
„5 of ſmatle degre EO 
Suffiſit him bez youth andbez beautfte 
white mapde he antes woe luxe oli if 
— 2 he 
and thanke god that — —ͤ— — T5 
That no Wittht —— is blaſſe parten ſhalfe 
And praped them to faboure in this nede 
andſh app hate fp fayli th nat to ſpede 
indian ft — — ſpprite was ateaſe 
Than is quod je notfjing me may diſpleſe 
Saue one thing prickitij me mp con ſtience 
. 
pe haue tines 
Chez map _—_ parfite bliſſes two 
This is to ſay in ertij andehe in heupy 
——— teh nes ſeuyn 
And ehe from eue that _— 
det is there pe wo nh 
Ses 
That euiꝛ Jam agaſt nob in mpy a 
That g ſbal lede now ſo me ry a iy 


n im 
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So dekicate withoute wo and 
That i ſbak baue my heuyn in erthe here 
| Foz ſithey Berrp heuyn is boutiht ſo dere 
Witt tribufacion and grete penaunce 
Fl Hold ſdakde they thay tlattpuey eee 
as al wedded men doon With theire wyues 
Come to the hliſſe there criſt eterne on kyue is 
This is mp drede and ye my bretheꝛn twey 
aſſopketh me this queſtion j you pray 
Juſtinus whiche that ha tyd his foly 
AZunſwerd anone rig in his taperp 
And fox he wolde his long tale a bridge 
he wolde none otheꝛ auctozpte ałedge 
But ſayde ſiz if thez be none obſtabyt 
Other thay this god of his hig mpracke 
And of his mercp map ſo foꝛ pou Wirche 
That 02 ye haue poure ritthtes of 
pe may repente of wedded mannys pf 
9s wo iche pe ſay the re is no Woo ne ſtryf 
And elles god foꝛbede but if he ſent 
A Wedded may grate him to repent 
welke ofteꝛ rathez than a ſpngle may 
und therfoze the beſt rede that g can 
Diſpepreth pou nat hut haue ty memoꝛy 
Parauenture ſhe map be youre purgatoꝛy 
She map be goddes mene and goddes whippe 
Than ſhak poure ſoule bp tolſeupy ſhippe 
 SWiftez than ay arolve doth oute of a bole 
hope to god he rafteꝛ ſat ye hnowe 
That there nys none ſo grete felycite 
; In ma riage ne neniz none ſhafbe 
>  Thatpouſbaffetof youre ſakuacion 
 eSothatyebſcitasſhytisandreſoy 
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Thefuſtes of youre wif tempozak'p 


and that ye pleaſe hes nat toamourouſty oo7z 
And that pe hepe che fromotfers ſpnne N 


My tale is done 02 mp Witte is thynne 
2 
But let bs wa 


The wif of bathe if ye aue ůnderſtonde 
1 which Fane iphone 
Pecfaredhath ful wele in litef ſpace 


und with this woꝛde he with his brother 


Foz hay they ſa we it muſt nedes be 
They Wrougthe ſo by ſtigh and wiſe tretye 
That this mapde Whiche that Map higit 
ashaſtefp as euiꝛ that ſtie mygijt | 
Shal Wedded be Snto (Januarpe 
trobe it were 
of J pou tolde 


euery eſcripte and bonde 


Dp Whictie ſhe was 77 in his fond 


Otheꝛ foꝛ to ſerke of heꝛ riche arrape 
Dut fynally comen is the day 


Foz to re ſceyue the hofp ſacrement 


Forth comets the preeſt With ſtoke aGoute his n 
and badde fſer be kphe Sarꝛa and rebeche 


y wiſdome and trouthe of mariage 
Und ſapde his oꝛyſons in his pᷣſage 


And made af ſihez pnoutth with 
Thus been ep weddid with ſole mpnyte 
undat the feeſt ſytteth he and ſſe 

vith othez woꝛ ty folke 9poy the ders 


de ro this matere to an othez : 


That to the chi rche Bothe beey they went 


and creed te and Have yo ſhi tem i 
nc 


Faretſ nom wele god haue pou ty ſis grade 
Bath take his leue and eche of them of othez f 5 


kong to tre 


4 . by 
* 
* 


* 


| Tat Dzphus ne of Thebes 


affe of ioye and bliſſe is the pate; 
E 
The mooſt depnteous of alle pta 


Bifoꝛn him ſtode inſtrumen tes of ſuche a ſouy 
foꝛn him 


Ne made neuiꝛ ſuche a melodye 

At euery cours tam łoude 17 9.4 
That neuiꝛ ioab tromped foꝛ to here 
Nepthez the teomodas half ſockere 
At thebes whan the cyte was in doute 
Bachus the wyne they ſhenkith alle aßonte 
And denus foutth pon — fur eva 
Foz Januarp was becomey ez h nyglit 
RE both a — cozage 

l as ehe iy ma 

and with ber fire ronde in heꝛ honde a boute 
Paunſith bifoꝛn the bryde and alle the route 
And certapnfp n daꝛ wele ſapy ritifit this 
E men pus that god of weddyng is 


Sa we neuiꝛ in his lyf ſomerp a wedded may 
Hol de thou thy pea ſe thou poete marciay 
That writeſt Bs that iche a wedding merp 

Of beꝛ phifolottpe and of him mercurpe 

And of ſonges that tie muſes ſong 

To ſmalle is bothe penne and eke tong 


PFioꝛ to diſcryuen of this mariage 
Wi an tendre pouthe hadde we dded ſtoupyng age 
The re is ſuche myrthe that it may nat be Writey 
aſſay poure ſefue and thay may ye wytten 
Pf that q lache oꝛ none in this ma tere 
2 that ſittyth with ſo benygne chere 
2 tobe holden it ſemeth a on 

Quene heſter kohed neui: with ſuche ay epe 


The Marchauntes Tale 


Oy aſſuere ſo mebe a lobe as ſije | 


Lobe wolde god 

and that the nyitit 

wolde that af this people Were ago 

and fpnaCfp ge dott alle his kaboure 

as be mygſit beſt ſauyng lis honure 
To haſt them fro the mete in ſubtel Wiſe 
The tyme cam that rea ſon was to ryſe | 
und aftez that meydaunſedand dranke faſt 

Ind ſpices alle aboute the houſe thep caſt 
Ind ful of ioye and bliſſe is euery may 
Ale but a ſqupeꝛ that hight DOam yon 
Wiche carft bi ſoꝛe the knptitmany a dax 
He was ſo raua ſhed on his kady ay 
That foꝛ the Berrp peyne he was nyttf wode 
Amooſt he ſweltyd and ſwouned the re he ſtode 
So ſoꝛt hath venus hurte ſim with heꝛ bronde 


\ 


_ | Hometotheire houſes luſtely 
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1 t e bare it daunſynt in bez honde 
ub tolls fedbeke wen hin er 


hpy ow dap may 

Tbpy one ſqupeꝛ an % man 

: Sntendits oꝛ to do the a p̃elony 
God graunte the thpy homely foo to aſyy 
Foꝛ in this woꝛlde nys woꝛſe peſtife 


Foꝛ whiche departed is thef! 
50 January with thanke on enerp ſpde 


There as they do thinges as them 


Und when they ſe theite to 
33 this daſterp isdn, 8 
wolde go to bedde he wolde no lengere tarp 


He drpnhith ypocrace clarrey and Sernage 


And ſpicestote toencreſe his coꝛage — 


And many a lectuary hadde be ful fpne 
Suche as the ſoda monke — ola 


Kath writen in lis Boe of cok — 
Toete ther affe he wolde nothing eſchen 
and thus toſlis pryue frendes ſayde ie 
ſoz goddes loue as ſone as it map be 
Let al this houſe iy curteſe wiſe 

And they aue done rittht as fe wolde deuyſe 
chen dronkeyand the traueꝛs drewe anone 
This brpde was brouttht to bedde as 
And whay the Gedde was With the preeſt bleſſid 


Har of the hambreliathenerp wiſe iy dreſſid —@ 


andJanuary hath faſt in armes take 
His freſſte map his paradiſe his make 
He lullith heꝛ he hiſſith Fez ful ofte 
with the Bryſſelles of his berd ůönſoft 


For he was ſhaue alle ne we in lis manere 

He rubbe tl hei Bpoy fez tendre face 
and ſapde thus altas q muſt treſpace - 
To pou mp ſpouſe and pou gretty offende 
Oꝛ tyme come that q wyl doun de ſcende 
But nathefeſſe conſidreth wele quod he 

The: is no woꝛk may What ſo eueꝛ he be 
That map woꝛche wele and haſtel 
This Wolde be do at leyſeꝛ pa 
t is no fozce ſou kong that we pley 
tre lde wedfoke c 


oupked be we tbep 
And beiſſed be the poke that we Get N 
Foz ty oure actes We may do no ſon 

a man map do no ſynne with his wif 

Ne hurte him ſefue with his owne knyf 
foꝛ we haue leue to pley Bs Gy the la we 
Thus lauboꝛitſi he tyl the dap (tay da we 
Ind thay he takith a ſoppe in fyne ckarrere 


ſtylle as ſtont mo 


erte to the ſuynne of ounde fyſſbe ſſarpasbrere 


1 
A 


Now day is come J map no lengre wake 


Hod ſhaft thou thy lay ay 


thattze ſong ful koude and clert 
pſſith bis wif and mabiith anton chert 
He was af coltyſſheand fuk of ragery 
as is fliched pye 
ne aboute his neche ſſahitſ 
ſong ſochauntets fe and crab ith 
what map thougifit in he: ſerte 


hs da net de baren oats Gene 
e pryfeth nat 
Thay ſapde be thus mp reſt wok tabe 


And doun he leyde his hede and ſtepte tyt pryme 
_ _ — fac | — — tyme 
riſeth ganuary hut map 
She boCditf bez chambre the fouꝛtſi day 
as Sſatte is of Wpues ſoꝛ 
muſt Fane reſt 


ap o ſefp Da affas 
4 A this caas 


Telle thy woo ſte ſap nap 
Ehe if thou ſpeheſhe wol thp wo be lwreyn 
2 ů— ſeen. 

So brennyth thatbedpeth e 


Foꝛ whiche be p biskpf in auenture 
MN lengere mpttft 1 665 wiſe endure 

But prpuefya pennez gan he hoꝛowe 
And in a lettꝛe Wrote affe his ſoꝛowe 
jy manez of a compłaynte oꝛ a lay 
Vnto his freſſte and faire lady map . 
and ina purs of ſpche hing it on his ſherte © || 
He hall y put and p leyde it oy his herte 

That January ha tj wedded fre ſſhe may 
The mone that at none was that day 
Dute of Taure was in the Cankez ſeyden | 
Jo long hath mapus iy hez chambre bydey 1 
zs cuſtome is Bnto theſe nobles alle 
a bprde ſtalk nat etyn in the halle 
Ty daies foure oꝛ thre at the teſt 
Paſſed be thankette him go to feeſt 
Che fourth day complete fro none to none EE 
bay that the yigh maſſe was y done 55 
y halle at this janua ty and ay iP 
ds freſſhe as is the Brittht ſome res day 
and ſobefpk that this gode man 
Remembrieh him Spog this Dampay 
and ſapde ſeint mary how map this be 
Clatdampayentendith nat to me 
ohe ap ſeck oꝛ hold map this betpde 
His ſquyeꝛ Whiche that ſtode him beſpde 
Excuſedhim bicauſe of his erh neſſe 
Wiche lettith him to do his ſynt ſſe 

«one othez cauſe mp{tht make him to tarp, 
That me fozthinketh quod this January 
Heis a ftentykſqupez mp troute 
if that he dyed it were harme and routſe 

is wiſe diſcrete foneſt and ſecre 


„„ 


And foꝛ that woꝛde him p ma 
That of his bountyeand ſſe 
He wolde ſo comforte in ſekeneſſe 
His ſqupe2 foꝛ it was a gentyt᷑ dede 
lat after mete pe Bt poutre Bomey af 
atafte2 
Whay pe haue 22 oute of this hat le 
That alle pe go to ſe this Damya⸗ 
To do him di ſpoꝛte he is a gentyt may 
And telkith that g wpk him Biſpte 
Naue Jnotfin( but reſtyd me a lyte 
e 
Tyt that pe ſtepe faſt hy mp 
And with tfis worde he gan to him calke 
a ſqupeꝛ that was marſtafof his halle 
And tolde him certayn thinges what he wolde 
This freſſhe maphath ſtreiggt her wey folde 
with alle heꝛ women vnto this dampay 
Doun by his bedde ſyde anone ſat ſhe thay 
- Comfoztyntt him aoyoderp as ſhe map 
This da myan whay yon ng 
In 5 wiſe his purſe and ett his byt 
ho whiche that he writey adde alle his wyt 
Ha th put into he onde withouten moze 
Baue that he ſighed rizxt wonderty ſoze 
And ſoftly to heꝛ right thus ſayde he 
Mer and that pe diſcouez nat me 


fo: Jam dede i 
This ther dl 
And — 

Vnto ganuary 
und on his Geddes ſpde 
"—_ — WT 


ned ay e cor 
ot as pe — 
and way ſte of this bylle 
She rente it . 


y ofde 
That ſlept rt co 
Inone he pray 
e wolde of he; 


ſayde her cko 


Oꝛ Whethet 
But glett 
t they — 
bere it b b — *. 
were it 6 influence infkuence 
D:conſti 

The heuyn ſtode 
was 2 to put a 
for alle thing 


tyme foꝛtunat 
— 
To any woman 


Icay nat ſa bd ee 
Ciat2nowie that none acte tocauſete 


ip latin ſuck aſtate 


; He demet{ al foꝛ q wyt holde m 
— D fppef tis che eee, 
That fro heꝛ hert ſie it 


— 


Certayn thought 
here reche nat g 


Tolloue him beſt 


This gentyl map fulfilled of al pyte 
Riggt ſo of heꝛ honde a lettre made ſbe 

In wh iche ſte graunted him hez Ber2p grace 
Ther fackith nouttht but onky dap and ſpace 
where that {te myttht tojisluſt ſuffiſe 
 Fozit ſoar itt asHhe wok deupſe 
And Way ſte ſa we ez tyme Bpoy a da 


ToVLiſpte this Pampay goth this freſſhe ma 
And enea te tang bod F 


VDndre his ppfowe rede it if Gin lyſt 
She tahitß him by the houde and lerd him twyſt 
So ſecretly that noman it 
And badde him be alte hole and fozth ſe went 
To ganuary whay that he foz bez ſent 


— — — 


a ae N 
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the nevt moꝛowe 
ſetencoandi degree 
im an 
e 
* tewe 
bowe 


—.— 


Vp riſeth da 


e 
He hem 
4 at (is 


and ehe e 
as euiꝛ dyd a dotttte foꝛ 
Safes 
For craft is alle fo ſo that it can 
That eyerp tio fapne to ſpeke lim rde 
and fully in tle ladies grace he ſtode 
Thusfet — — 
And in my tale — bn 25 rough 
Some cle rhes holden that 
Stondith in delyte and the certapylle | 
nal 
oneſt Wiſe as kon 
Zbope lim tolpue ful deliciouſly. 
Hishouſpng his arrape as 
To his degre was made as a hynges 
among otheꝛ of lis honeſt thinges 
Tree be 
So fapre a gardeyne wote g nowiere none 
Foꝛ oute of doute J Berily ſuppoſe 55 
That be that — the Roſe 
He coude of it the beaute wele deupſe . 
Ne priapus ne mpttht nat ſuffiſe 
Clioutth he Be god of gardeyns fox to telle 
The beaute of the ga rdyn and the welle 
That ſtode vndre a laureꝛ alwey grene 
ful oft tyme hing pluto and his quene 
Proſerppna and alte heꝛ feyrye 
Diſpoꝛten them andmake melodyꝛe 
aboute that welle and daun ſed as inen tolde 
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January the ofde 
Suche deynte hath in it to walnen and 
alte Bacde wight'tobere 


Ke wich he whiche was 
And wan he wolde pape 


PF yuen this ganuary and freſſhe map 


Pvyhe onto the ſcozppoy ſo 


— 


This noble hnptt6t this Se 

ofde ſuffre no wiglt to bere the hey 

Saue hie him ſekue foꝛ of the ſmale Þphet 

He bare al wey of —— 

l, 
90 


jy ſomeꝛ ſea ſon tlider wolde he 


And may his wif and no Wight but they tW6s 


And thinttes that were nat do a bedde 


He in the ga rdeyn parfou rmed it and ſped 
Andin this wiſe many a mery dap 


But Wozkdfp ioye map nat alkWwep endure 
To ganuar ne no woꝛldky creature 
O ſoden happe o thou foꝛtune — 

That flaterſt with thy hede thou wilt ſtyng 
Tip tapke is det throutth tyn enuenymyng 
O brotyl ioye o thou ſuete poyſon queynte 
O tohu monſteꝛ that ſubtelkpcanſt peynte 
Thy gif tes vndre he we of ſtedefaſtnes 
That thou decepueſt bothe moꝛe and leſſe 
why haſt thou nary thus deſcepued 
That ſaddeſt him fox thy frende reſcepued 


And now thou haſt beraft bothe is epey 
. . Fox ſozolve of Whiche he deſireth to dyen 


Atlas this January that is ſo fre 
Ampd his kuſt and his proſperite 


bs now woxen blynde and that al ſodenſy 


He wepeth and he wapfeth pptouſkp 
And therWithafſe the fyre of elouſpe 
Leſt tat ſis wif ſballe fat iy ſome folxe 


Tlie parcſauntes Tate | 


So brent lis liert that he wolde fapne 3 
That ſome may Coed hat ſtapne | 
foꝛ neuiz aftez his deth ne his (pf 
Ne wolde lie that ſhe were loue ne wpf 
But euir lyue asa Widolbe iy cfothes 
Sool as the turtyk that hath loſt bez make 
But at the faſt aftez a moneth oꝛ twep 
His ſoꝛolbe (tay to ſwage ſottj to ſep 
Por he Wpſt it map none ottjez be 

He paciently toke his aduerſite 
Haue oute of doute map he nat foztfoon 
That be ne was iefous euirmoꝛe iy oon 
whiche ielouſpe it was ſo outrageous 
That neitheꝛ in halte ne in othez hous 

Ne in none ottjez place neuiꝛ the moo 
Ke wol de ſuffre hez fo2 to ryde ne go 
But if that he hadde honde on Fez al wey 
Fo wait 7 wep 1 map 
That kouet 0 tende | 
That ſhe muſt bande ſodenly 
D: elles ſhe muſt haue him at her leſte 

She wapteth whay Fez heꝛt wolde tobreſk 
Ypoy that othez ſpde this da mya n 
Becomen is the ſozoufulfeſt ma 
That euiꝛ Was foz neithez nyttt ne day 

Ne myght he ſpeke a woꝛde Witt) freſſſe map 
as of his purpos of none ſuche mateze 
But if that January muſt it here 

That hadde ay onde ṽpon Fezenirmo — 
But neuirtheleſſe 6p writyntt to and fro 

And prpue ſignes Wyſt he what ſte ment 
And ſhe hne we of the ſame his entent 

O Januarp what mpttht it the auayle 


on 


The archauntes Tafe 


Thoutts thou myzi tyſt ſe as fez as ſtjip doth ſapte 
ſfo2 as gode blynde is decepued to be | 
as to be deſcepued whay a man may ſe 
Lo argus Whiclle that hadde an undreth eyen 
rn 

pet was lie blent aud god wote ſo be mo 
Chat wenyn wele that it ia no ting ſo 
Paſſe ouiz this and ea 1. mage 
This freſſhe map of 5 ſpate of poze 
jy warm we bath prentyd this 

That January baaꝛ of the ſmate Wphet 
By whiche Bnto his ga he went 
And Pampay tfat hne we ſez entent 
The clehet countrefetpd pryuely 

There is nomoꝛe to ſap hut ha 


ſr 
Some wondre bp apt ſlut de 
whiche pe ſhal here if ye wpk a by 
O nobte ourde ſoth ſapeſt thou god wote 
What jeicthe it is cough ie belong and hote 
That he nyl fynde it oute in ſome ma nert 
By pryamus and tyſby may men here 
Tyoutth they were kept ſtrept long ouiꝛ alle 
They been accoꝛded rownyng throutth a walle 
There no Wittht coude haue founde ſuche a ſligit 
But nol to purpos 02 tljat dates eygit 
were paſſed oꝛ the moneth of Guptbefotte 
That January att cauſi6t ſottrete a wpfkfe 
Through eggyng of his wif him fox to ytey 
hu his gardeyn and no Wittft but tiey twep 
Tlat in a moꝛobbe into this may ſapde lie 
Nyſe vp mp wif mpfoue my lady fre 
The turteles voyce q herd mp ſpouſe ſwete 
The Wpntez is gone With bis rapnes Wet? 
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ba in myn herte o 
7 of the — — 
e foe mp hen ere 

ees 
Wee ies wozdesBſedfe 


da {ne made 7K 
Sade cke gn ene iſ stet 


1 

This Damyan hatij opu e 

and in be ſtert and that in ſuche manere 
That no Wittht mpgſt it ſee ne here 
and ſtylle he ſat Sndze a huſſhe anone 
This qanuarp is bkpnde as is a ſtone 
with map in his honde and no wight moo 
n to this freſſhe ga rdeyn is je good 
And ckapped tothe wyhet ſodenkp 
Now wif quod be here nys but thou and 
That art tije creature thatJbeſtfone 
Foz bp that fozde that ſptteth Bs at aboue 
gadde leuyꝛ right noe dye ona hn | 
Chan the offenden mpy0Wne dere wp 
ſoꝛ goddes ſake tijynhe hou the che ſe 
Nat foꝛ couety ſe ne othez gode doutkes 
But onfp foꝛ the fone Jhadde tothe 
And thougß that g be olde and may nat ſe 
be tome trelve and(JWpe tet tie W 
Certestbre thinges ſjulde pe wynne therby 
Firſt lone of criſt and topoure ſelue honouie 
And alle myn heritage bothe toun and toure 
eue it poumakith charters as youlyſt 


9 
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1 And ther with al the 
Foꝛbere to been oute of potire companye 


g haue quod ſhe a ſoule 


__  herfoze g wyt aunſwere 
witßj the leue of pou my loꝛde ſo dere 
pray to god that neuiz dae that day 


Oꝛ elles that g empe 


And women baue repreef of 


* This \tak be do to moꝛo we oz the ſonne riſte 
. C m7 


That whay Jconſi 
dye 


J map nat certes 


Foz verrp loue this is withoutey doute 
Now hyſſe me wyf and let Bs roume aGoute 
This freſſtie may wan ſte the woꝛdes ferde 
Benpyttnefp to ganuary aunſ 
But firſt and foꝛ ward ſte began to wepe 
to hepe 
as wele as ye and alſomyn 
and of mp wifhode that tendre ſtoure 
Whiche that j haue aſſured in youre honde 
Wtiay that the preeſt to you bonde 
in this ma nere 


That Jne ſterue as faule as woman ma 
Ff euir J do tony hyüne that ſame 4 
ſomp name 
That be fats and if Jdo hat lacke 
Do ſtripe me and put me in a ſache 
AO IS 
am a gentyl woman and no wynche 
whp ſpeke pe thus but men be euiꝛ vntrue 
pou ay ne we 


pe can none otheꝛ comun 


pcacioun Jfene 
Hut ſpehe to oofbntruſtandls reprene 


and wiſe waa ſe ave hee bob 
buſſheand knefe be began 
— 1 


- - - and = 5 


al her entent 


for i ſhe hadde tolde him 

Df thismatere boldle wircſe ſtalke 

und thus i let him ſyt in the perpe = ny 

and po map rou merp 

6 Right was the ſonne and Blew te firmament | 

PheBbus of golde doune his beames hath ſent 

To gzladen euery floure with his warmneſſe 

fe was le ene, eſſe 

But ſptef f SIE 

Df Cane: foulerataiou 

ITE 
at ty tie garden on : 

— — en 1 
nd many a is n 1 

eto wing fis wif thequene proſerppne RE 

Sche afteꝛ otheꝛ ritflt as any lyne TD” 

Wbhifes that ſhe gadred floures in a mede 

ckaudyan pe map the ſtoꝛyes rede 

w in his gry ſely carte le Fez fette 

This hyng of feprpe adoun him ſette 

Vpon a bencfie of turues fapre and rene 

Ind right anone ſapde he thus to his quene 

My wif quod he the map no Wittht ſap nay 

The type rience ſoproneth it enery dag 

The treaſoy Wſiche that omen do to nan 


DD Safamoy Wiſe and 


Than ſſjal he hnole alle ſez herlot ry 


| Cen ſundreth thou ſund teffeyFeay 
See 


Ful filled of ſapiente und of * 


S memo — 
To eue t that wyt and rea ſon can 
Thus preſets be pet the . man 
Among a thouſand men pet fonde one 
But of alle women pet he neulꝛ none 
Thus ſapd the hing that ſohnoWith pom Þibednes 
And ge ſus filius Sirach as ij geſſe 
Ne ſpebith of you but ſeldyn reuerence 
wylde fpre and a coꝛrupte peſt ile nee 
So falle oy youre Bodies pet to nyt 
Ne ſe pe nat thfs honoura ble hnygt 
Bicauſe aſfas that he is and olde 
His obne man ſhat mahe him cohecolde 
Co where he ſitteth the kick oure in the tre 
Now wol g grannte of my mageſt ye 
Vnto this olde bkynde worthy hnygt 
That he ſal haue agayn ſis een ſitthe 
Whay that his wif wolde do him bikonp 


Sony 8 yi ow and _ mo 

af quo erpina an 0 

Now by my — ſouke ſtr Lo 

That ig ſal pene hez ſufficiaunt aun ſwere 

And ak women aftez for her ſake 

Th ougiũ they be in any tft y take 

Wit face Bokde they fta them ſelue excuſe 
And bere him doun that wolde them — 

For lache of annſwere none of them ſtat dyen 

It hadde lie ſeen a thing with Gothe his eyen 


Cle cparſaunteoTafe 


af we wo Liſatte i 
Ne 


5 wote wele this 
fonde 


yet haue ther founde many a notbe 

women fulle true ful gode and dertuous 
wytnes of them that duelle in criſtes liouſe 

with ma rtyrdome they preuyd theire conſtaunce 
The Romane geſtes the make reme mb 
Of many a Lerp true wif al ſo | 
But ſiz ne be nat Wrote alſo 

At thoutth de ſapde he fonde no gode woman 
pray pon take tie ſentence of the man 

he ment thus that in ſouerayne bounte „5 
Nys none but god that ſitteth iy trinpte NEE] 
Ey fox verp god that nys but one N»' 
tmahe pe ſo moche of Sakamone— 
what thoutth be made a tempfe goddes louſe 
what though be Were riche and gloꝛyuns 
Zo made lie ehe a temple of fatſe goddes 
How mpttit he do a thing that moꝛe foꝛbode is 
Parde as fayꝛe as ye iis name enpłaſtre EEG 
He was a re ande ke an ydolaſtre 

and in his elde le Serzp god foꝛſoe 
and if god ne hadde as ſapeth the oke 
pſpared for his faders ſabe he ſo lde 
Haue fot his reigne ratheꝛ thay he wolde 

yeue right nouttht of alle the velony 

That he of women Writetß a butter ſtye 


Jama woman nedes Jmuſt ſpehe 


raunte 
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Oꝛ elles ſwelle tpk mp berte to Brehe 
Foz ſitſen ye ſap that e be iangelereſſes 
As * 0 . Grokee bote my treſſes 
3 ſhak nat ſpare noſbe foz nocurte 
To ſpeke him farme a 
Dame quod this pluto be ne lengere Wrothe 
J yeue it Sp but ſithen g ſwe re mpy otf 
That a wp graunte him his ſight age yn 
My worde ſhal ſtonde g ſap you cextapy 
Jam a hyng it ſpttetl me nat tolpe 
And ga quene quod ſte of the feprye 
Ber aunſwere ſal ſhe haue j bndertahe 
TFet bs no moo woꝛdes herof make 
_ Forſoth J wpk you no lengere contrarp 
Nob et Bs turne attapy toſJanuarp 
That in the gardeyn Witt his freſſhe map 
Syngeth fut merpez thay the poppntteap 
pou loue J beſt and ſhal and other none 
So kong aboute the aleys is he gone 
o fe was come ayenſt that iche perp 
ere as this Pampay ſpttett fut me ry 


And high among the freſſhe leuys grene 


This freſſße map that is ſo bright and ſſie ne 
Gan for to ſits and ſayde allas mp ſyde 
Nod ſir quod ſe for auttht that map betyde 
(} muſt haue of the perps that i ſe 
Oꝛ q muſt dye ſo ſozefonttith me 
To ete of the ſmale perys grene 
Helpe foꝛ heꝛ lone that is of heuyn que ne 
3 

ue in frute ſo an appetyte 
That ſte map dye but ſhe of it 4 


Alas quod ge that i ne hjadde here a hnaue 


| 
1 a 
1 f 
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thin youre armes fox to take 
that ye myſtruſt me 


lim ſ pit 
and Whey that he had cautift his ſittft agayn 
Ne was no man of thing ſo fayne 

But on his wif his thought was eui: mo 

Yp to the tre he caſtith his eyen two 

Ind ſawe how dampay his wif hath dreſſcd 
y ſuche manez it map nat be expreſſed 
But if g wolde ſpeke Bncurteſkp 
Oute helpe alfas harꝛoſde lie gan crye 
O ſtronge lady hoꝛe what doſt thou 
Ind ſhe aunſwered ſiꝛ what apfetf yon 

Haue pacience and reaſon in potze mpnde 
aue pou holpen of bothe youre eyen blynde 

Pp perek of my ſoule J ſhalle nat lien : 
ds me was taugt to hele with youre epey 
as no thing to make you to ſe 


Tie Parclantes Tutte 


rottpl with a man in a tre 
it iy ful gode entent 
—— apreipl Bn 


detij todpey 
Ted few ines ons 
And elles g be hanged by the bats 
 Thayisquodſte mp priate 
For certaynſy if pe | 
pe wolde nat ſap the e poades to me 
re baue — gemyſpng and nopeaſpte ſigit 
75 uod he aſlbefe as euiꝛ q my 
| Gbanbed be god with — 
And by mp troutle me tlouttht he dyd ſo 
ve maas gode ſyꝛ quod ſte 
Eis thanke ue (j foꝛ (5 made pou ſee 
Atlas quod ſte that euiz I was ſobpnde 
Now dame quod he kat af paſſe oute of mynde 
Come doune benen myſſapde 
God hel pe me ſo as gam euyk apayed 
But hy mp fadre ſoule j went haue ſeyn 
How efaeehiodam an hadde by the leyn 
And that thy ſi bee 
pe —5 — — 
I 
Re map nat ſo ſodenky take 
Bpoyn thin 4 
T that he be wele adaWed vezplp 
Nigit ſo a may that long blynde hath be 
Ne map nat ſodenly ſo ſone wele ſe 
— Firſt whay his ſight is compy agayne 
_ Ashetfjat batt a day oz tweyne p ſepy 
yk that poure ſi 4 ben whe 
3 n ful many a ſift you begyle 


28 ae 


bepe 


a may cat eus ſtep 
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Bewaar i pray pou foz By ienpy king 
fulle many a may wenyth to ſe a thing 
and yet it is al anotſſeꝛ thay it ſemeth 
at my ſconteyueth oft mysdemeth 
And with that woꝛde ſheept fro the tre 
This January whois gladde but be 
He hyſſith bez and clepith hex fulle oft 
and on heꝛ wombe he ſtrikith heꝛ ful ſoft 
and to his paleys home he bath lieꝛ kadde 
Nol gode men g pray pou be mery and gladde 
Thus endith here mp tale of Januarp 
God bliſſe vs alle and his modre gparp 


Here endith the marchauntes tate 
And folo with the Squyers prologue 


o Pre hooſt in his ſtiroppes ſtondith anone 
And ſayde godemen herkneth euerichone 
This was a ſharpe tale foꝛ the nones 
Iiꝛ pariſſhe preeſt quod he foꝛ goddes bones 
Tel bs a tale as was thy foꝛ ward yoꝛee 
ſe wele that kabouꝛed men infozc i 
Lnowe moche thing by goddes diftnpte 
The parſon him aun ſwerd benedicite 
What 1 the man ſo ſinfully to ſwere 
Oure ooſt aunſWerde oJankpy be ye there + 
ſmelle a ollere in the wynde quod he, 8 
Nobd gode men quod oure booſt herkneth me 
abpdith foꝛ goddes digne paſſioun 
or we ſhal haue now a preditacioun 
This kolkare wyl prectie vs here ſomWſat 
ay by my fadre ſoule that ſhaf be nat LAY 
Vayde the Saupe. he ſbak nat here preche 


Ds ſoregenco 
—— 


you 
it —— 
3 Mate =o 


phyſtias ne termes 
There iobt — — 


Here endith the qupers prołogue 
— lis Cate 
| — \ | 


T ſurrpeiy the londe of Tarta 
There duelled a hing that warꝛed ruſſp 
Tu rougiit wiche thez dyed many a dougijty may 


That noble k pntt Wasckeppd Cambuſeay 8 


wbiche in bis — * trete renoun 
That ther was nowhere in no regiounn 
So evcellent aloꝛde ay alle thing 55 
he lached nauttht that longed to a hyng 
As of the ſecte of Whictie he was bon 
he hepte his lay to whiche be was ſwoꝛne 
and therto ſe Was hardy Wiſe and riche 
Pytous iuſt and al bey ylyclie 
Soth of his worde benpttne and honourable 
Of his coꝛage as any centeꝛ ſtabfe 
yong freſſhe ſtrong in armes deſirous 
ds any bachefez duelling in his houſe 
a fayre perſone he was and foꝛtunate 
And kept alwey ſo wele ryalle eſtate 
That there was nolbheꝛe ſuche a man 
ö noble kyng this tartyꝛ Cambuſca 
gadde two ſonnes on alptiete his wp 
Of whiche the eldeſt hight Acgarſyf 
That othez ſonne was cleped camballo 
A douttte2 hadde this woꝛthy king al ſo 
That yongeſt was and higit Ca nace 
But foꝛ to telle you of ſeꝛ beaute 5 
t lytß nat in my tonge ne in my connyng 
daꝛ nat tahe on me ſo hig a thing 
And alſo myn engkyſſie eke is inſufficient 
jt muſt be a cdlerue anda rethouz excellent 
That hne we the coloures longing to that arte 
i ſbolde di ſcryue heꝛ in euery parte 
gam no ſuche Jmuſt ſpehe as i can 
And ſo befyk this cambuſcay n 
Hatt twenty wynteꝛ boꝛy his dyade me 
do he went fro ye re to pete p deme 
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He keet the feſte of his natiuyte 
Done wy oute Harap thecpte 
Thefaſt Marche after the pere 
Pbebus he fc ſonne ful iolp was and ere 
Foꝛ he was nyi6 bis 
n martis fate and in his man ſioun 
n aries the gote coleryhe ſigne 
Ful kuſty was the wethez and Benpttne 
ſo2 whiche the foules ayenſt the ſonne ſhene 
what foꝛ the ſea ſon and the yong grene 
fut koude ſontte theire affectiouns 
Them ſemed to gettyn them protectiouns 
apenſt the pod nter zheneandch 
This _—_ can of 5 older 
In rya —— at 
with dyademe ful high in blopate 
— his feſt ſo — and Wriche 
That in this woꝛlde was there none it liche 
Of whiche if g ſholde tel al the aray 
Than wolde it occuppe a ſomeres day 
and ehe it nedith nat to deuyſe 
At euery cours the oꝛdre of theire ſeruyſe 
J wyk nat tef!e of theire ſtraunge ſewps 
Me of theire ſwannys ne of theire heronſewes 
Ehe in that londe as tellen hnygites ofde 
Js — mete that is ful wy holde 
That in this londe men reche of it but ſmalle 
There is no man that may repoatey alle 
wol nat tary for it is pryme 
And foꝛ it is no frute Gutfofſe of tyme 
VDnto my firſt take J wol haue my — 
And ſo befyk that afteꝛ the thridde cours 
While thts kyng ſat thus in his nobleye 


The Squyers Tate 


thnyng his mynſtratles theire thinges pley 
fn at his 602de deficiouſtp 
Gy at the halle doze af ſodenky * 
There cam a anygijt pon a ſtede of braſſe 
and in his onde a brode myrꝛour of glas 
Vpon his thombe he ladde of golde a ryng 
and by his ſpde a naked ſwerdi hanging 
and bp he rpdeth to tlie hitth boꝛd 5 
Hal the halle ne was there ſpoke a woꝛde 
Foz meruaple of tiis hnygit him to beholde 
and biſely they wayten yong and olde 
The ſtraunge hnygt that cam ſo ſodentp 
af armed ſaue his hede ful richely 
Falupth hyng quene and loꝛdes alle 
By oꝛdre as they ſytten in the halle 
with ſo hig reuerence and obepſaunce 
as wele in ſpeche as iy countenaunce 
That Gawen with bis olde curteſpe 
Tbougd he were come aftapy oute of fayrye 
Ne coude him amende Witt a wozde 
And aftez this bifoꝛe the High bozde 
He with manty Sopce ſayde his meſſatte 
es the — of ed in R 
oute 02 lettre 
And foꝛ his tale ſhade ſeme the bettre 
Accoꝛdaunt tohis Woꝛdes was his chere 
Us techith arte of ſpeche them that it lere 
Al be it that q can nat ſounde his ſtyle 
Ne Jcay natckymbe on ſo high aft 
Chan ſap i thus to the comonentent 
Thus moche amountetz alle that he ment 
Hit ſo be that g haue it in 
and of ynde 


He ſapde the hyng of a 
Py 
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My liege loꝛde oy this ſokempne day 
Saluyti pou as can aud may 
and ſendith pou honoure at poure feſt 
By me that am af redy at poure feſt 
This ſtede of braſſe thateaſily and wele 
Can ty the ſpace of a dap naturet᷑ 
Cie is to ſay in foure and twenty houres 
Where pou 8 droug te 02 in ſhoures 
Bere poure bodp into euer place 
To wh iche youre ferte wylneth foz to paſe 
withonte Wem of pou throutth foule oꝛ fapre 
D 2ifpou lyſt to fle as ligt in the epre 
As dot an egle hay him kyſt to ſoze 
This ſame ſtede ſhak here pot euirmoze 
withoute harme tyl pe be there pe lyſt 
Though that pe ſtepe on is backe o reſt 
Ind turne attapy with wrying of a pyn 
He that it wrought coude many a gyn 
He wapted many a conſtellacioun 
Oꝛ that he £dde Wrouttfit his operacſoun 
And hne le many aſeale and many a bonde 
This myrꝛoure che that ij haue in myn honde 
Nath ſuche a mpttht that men map in it ſe 
whay the2 ſhal fate any aduerſite 
Vnto poure reigne 02 vᷣnto poure ſefne afſo 
And openfp who is poure frende oꝛ foo 
And oui: af this if any lady bright 
Had ſet heꝛ hert on any ma neꝛ knygit 
Pf he be fals ſte ſtalk fits trea ſon ſe 
Rʃis ne we loue and alle his ſubteltye 

So openly that ther ſtalk no thing hyde 
wer foꝛe ayenſt this luſty ſomers tyde 
This myrꝛoure and this ryng as ye may ſe 


\ 
\ 


© Suche Bertue att that what may pe ſmyte 
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ent ball tomy lady Cenate ts: 
= tdouttitez that is ere 
The dertue of this 1 tte if pe wol here 
Gs this, if that it tpſt ez foꝛ to were 
V pon hez tfombe 02 iy ez purſe it bere 
There is no foule that fleett\Lndre heupy 
That ſte ne ſFakke Bnderſtonde his ſteupy 
and khnoWe his menyng openky and ptapy 
and aunſwere him in his kangage attayy 
gud euery gras that (frowith Spoy the rote 
She ſhal h node and don it wol do bote 
dt be his wounde neui ſo depe 02 wyde 
This naked ſ werd that hangzith y my ſpde | 


Throutth oute lis armure it wol herue and byte 

were it as thiche as a hraunched one 
Ind what man is wounded with the ſtroke 

He ſhalke neui be hole tytye fiſt of grace * 
Toſtrphe him with the beattet in the ſame place 
There bels hurt thats 29 bye toſapy 

pe muſt with the plat ſwerde agayn | . 
Stryhe him in the wounde and it wol c>foſe 
This is derꝛy ſoth withouten gloſe 

Je faptett ant Weinen te folde 
Face e 


22 oute ffe and doun he light 
His ſtede Waal e that ſhone as the ſonne bright 
Ztondith in the courte ſtylle as any ſtone 
This hnyght into the cha more is led anone 
a mete p 4 

The preſentes be right richely fette 
This is to ſap the ſwerd and the mprzoure 
Deen boꝛn anone to the fitth toure 


p 


| Sofem 


Net ſtont as it were in the ttrounde y cleuyd 


And ſayde it was kyhe the pegaſe 
= D zeffes it was the grekes 02ſe Spnoy 
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Ffoꝛ none engynes wyndas ne 
Andcauſe 


Tyk tllat the hn 
Gꝛete was the prees that 


So ele p 


Foꝛ certes fro his tapfe ṽnto his ere 
Nature ne arte conde 
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with certapne officers demed therfoze 
andSnto — 
—— — — oy 

ö wich = 

The 49 — 


Thep map it nat oute of the place drpue 


can nat the craft 
they haue it laft 
ſaue taugit them the man exe 

2 here 
rmpd to and fro 
To ga bren on the hoꝛſe that ſtode ſo 
Foꝛ it ſo hitth was ſo hrode and ſokong 
 propoxcioned to be ſtrong 
Rittht as it were a ſtede of lumbardy 
Ther with ſo hoꝛſely and ſo quycke at eye 
as it a gentyt courſeꝛ Were 


fre 


And therfoze 
ToVvopdey him as pe ſtalk a 


im nat amende 

(jy no degre as alle the people wende 

But euirmoze thetre mooſt wondre Was 
Hob it coude go and was of bras 

t was a fapre as ak the people ſemed 
Dyuerſe folke dyuerſty they demed 

as many hiedes as many wyttes the z been 


They moꝛmyd as doth a ſwarme of been 


And mahey ſhylfes after theire fante 
Reſjerſpng of the ofde poetrye 0 


The hoꝛſe that hadde wynges foꝛ to fle 


oy — 


NEE In... TT — 
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Thatbrouttft troye into diſtructioun 
as men in olde geſtes rede 
ſert quod one is euirmoꝛe iy drede - 

g trove ſom men of armes be the rin 3 185 
2 fuck thing were noe. 

t t at alle ſuche re hnowwe 
Anotheeꝛ roſvned to his feta we koe 
And ſayde ſe kyed ſoꝛ it was ratherfphe 

dn apparente made hy ſom „ 

as iogitonrs plepy at the feſtrogre te 

Df ſondrp doutes thep iangel and trete 

astewde peopfe deme alday comon tg 
Df thinges that becy made moꝛe ſubtellmgm 

Than they can in theire le wdneſſe comprehendee 

demen gladky to the baddez ende e 

And wWondred on the mprzouz 

That 6029 was pᷣp in the mayſteꝛ toure 

Bou men my: iy it ſuche thinges ſe 

A other anti werd and ſayde it myhijt wele be 
Naturaffy made hy compoſiciouns 

Dfaungeks and of ſkp reflectiouns 

And ſapde that in rome was ſuctje one 

They ſpahe of alocen and of Sptekone 

and of ariſtotte that writen iy theire lyues 

Of queynte mpr2ours and of proſpectatyues 

dis hnowe they that haue theire bones herde 

And other fokhe haue wondred on the ſwerd 

That wol peryſſie throutth euery thint; 

And felle in ſpeche of thelephus the hing 1 
And of achilles with ſis queynte ſpere N 
ſoꝛ he coude with it Bothe hele and dere 

Right in ſuche Wiſe as men map with the ſwerde 
Of Which right nowe ye haue poure ſekue herd 


— 


. 
| 
1 


een te to me 
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Foꝛ in the fyſſße theire kady ſat ful hye 
Ertcbe nod brug isset peydietone 
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en of ondrp deny ofmetaf 
gabe 


1 * 


— pers ſo fern 


—— ſeſith ther iantztyng and tex woudre 


as ſoꝛe wondre ſome on cauſe of the thundre 
On ebbe and floode oy goſſomeꝛ and on myſt 
— — —— epk the cauſeis wyſt 


nitck they and demyn and e 
—— —— dende eye 


ng was che Beſt ryalle 
. 
rtyꝛ 
rom his Boꝛde there he ſat ful the 
I the koude m 1 
t he cam to his ch pa ramentes 
as they ſownyn dyuers in 


mentes 
Nate erben any 
Now daunſen luſty denus children dere 


And pet 


And fohed on them with a f 
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Tiis ſtrauntte hnynit is fet to him ful fone 
Wach the ran pet Wie Cane 1 
Here is the reuek and the iolyte 
That is nat abe a dut᷑ man to deuyſe 
He muſt haue hnowe foue and his ſeruyſe | 
and be a feſtfiche may as freſſtie as map = 
That ſhaf pou deuyſen ſuche arza It 
teffe the fourme of daunſes e 


Who coude 
and ſo freſſhe contenaunceo 


Jucheſabterkeb ie nd diſt 
nge an nes 
Feoꝛ drede of ielou ſye — — 
No man but Launcefot andhe is dede 

Therfoze J paſſe oni: of ał᷑ this kuſtyhede 
3 ſap nomoꝛe but in this iolyne ſſe EN 
tete them tyl men to ſoupeꝛ them dreſſe 
The ſteward biddpth ſpices foꝛ to hyr 
Andehe the wyne in affethis melodye 
The vᷣſſſiers and the ſquyers been gone | 
The ſppces andthe wyne is comen anne 
They ete and drynke and Wſay this was at ende 
Vnto tlie temple as rea ſoy was they wende 
The ſerupce done they ſoupen al by dax 
What nedith me to retjerſe theire arzap 
che may wote Wefe that a hynges feſt 
Bath plente tothe mooſt and to the leſt 

and deyntes mo than be in mp knobpn{ 

and afteꝛ ſouper (oth this noble kynt 
Toſe tis Foaſe Graſſe with alle the route 
Of loꝛdes and of ladies him aboute 
Dafiir 

at ſithey the grete ſege of troye was 
W e = 
Ne wastfere ſuce wondryng as was tlo 


ima how, 
os ere this hoꝛſe of bra9- | 


Se 


| 82 


pemuſttr 
: heya pan = IM 
And woah 


And in that płace be wokabpde ſtyile 
Ne ſtalk nat thensbe dra we ne boꝛe 


Tryt leer and banp| 
Dute of the 2 5 maneꝛ Wits 


IP 
Snfon EEE 


Tle Squpers Tate 


d the knytife 
bereue 


d fotetteliin is 


gonernaunce 
anone (tay —ů— 
on lis ra 
0 ieren to ſa 2 
kyſt to ryde any 
D x morn pin 
telle hit ix Bs two 


Whay that this h 
and ſapde ſir ter (9 noma 


Oꝛ to wat countre that pe 


enden — 


Though affe the woꝛlde hath the con 


frarp ſore 


And 02 if pou lyſt 6 


3 agayn be 


— _ 


Fate 
2 


this noble hyng 
Gifoan Pp 


tt into — 
del is to toure p Bozy 


Indhept anounbis Jedeitesferfand dere 
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The hoꝛ ſe d̃anyſſhed i not in What mane e 
ODute er 
But thus (Ifet in kuſt and in iolyte 

This cambuſcan his loꝛdes feſteyng 

Tyt nya the day began to ſprynge 


Epplicit prima pars 

| Et ſequitur pars ſecunda 

t Nenoxpceofditteſtion the ſteep ry 
them take kep e 


Gan on them Wpnhke and badde 
That moche inete and la boure wyl haue reſt 
And wit a gapyng mou ti fe them atkyſt 
ae ol 
ſo blode was in hi — vn "= 
Cheriſſhe hlode natures frendes quodFe 
They thanken him galpynge by two by tire 
and euery Wittht gan dra we him to his reſt | 
as ſteep they Badde and take it foꝛ the beſtt 
Tleire dremes ſal nat be tolde foꝛ me = 
ful were theire Fedes of fumoſite 
That cauſith dreme of whiche ther is noch 
They ſlepyn tyl it was pryme large 
The 2 but if it were Canace 
Ohe was fut meſurahle as women be 
foꝛ of heꝛ fadrehath ſhe take heꝛ tene 
To go to reſt ſone aftez it was ene 
Heꝛlyſt nat apalled ſoꝛ to be 
Ne on the moꝛowe Bn foꝛ to ſet 
and ſcept her firſt ſtepe and a woe 
For ſuche ioye iſe in Fez myrꝛoure toe 
Bothe of Fez ryng and of her myrꝛoure 
That twenty tyme ſhe chaunged col oure 


re 


And ſayde madame 


ct Squyers Tate 


Wet es ſteep forth mo 
Dfbezmp 


ioun 


redes 


TEE 
e onne 
e da. 
And ſayde that hez 
Theſe olde womay tha 


as heꝛ mayſteſſe — 


Thus — fo fot foe — alle TY 


2 arpſefo! 

ngere ſkepe 19 
wh mapſreſe epic Dane) agree rot 
_— 11 en wele ten oꝛ twelue 


ofa 152 wich 1825 
Te ape wii fro tl e 

e fro tle e 
Mabith the ſonne to ſeme rodp and brode 
But neuirtheleſſe it was fapre of ſittht 
That it made alle theire hertes for to ligt 

what foꝛ the ſeaſoy and the moꝛnyng 
And foꝛ the foukes that ſhe ferde — 
Fo2 rigijt anone ſhe wyſt what 
| t by thetre ſo ong andhnewe at — entent 
T ehnotte wäp tat tale is tolde 

Of it be taryed tyk the kuſt be colde 
Of Gen tat tane termed afte pore. 


Cle $qupersTake oo 


auoure paſſith and euiꝛ lenitez the more 
fen been s df bis profiyite * 1 
and by the ſame rea ſon thinkitl me 

5 ſzokde Lnto the knotte condeſcende 

and make of ez walkyng ſone an ende 

a mydde a trefozd reyde as Wfjiteas caſhe 

as Canace Was pleyng in heꝛ wache 
Thez ſat a faitcoy oue2 he2 hede ful pe 

That With a pytous Bopce + «jan 
That af the wode reſoÞned of ſeꝛ crye 

and beten ha dde heꝛ ſelue ſopptonſty 
with both hez wynges tl the rede blode 
ä "_ | 
ndeui2 in one al wey and ſ6r 
and wich her bebe der ſefue to tpi a La EE 
That ther nas tygre noꝛ ſocruelke beſt 
That duellith othez iy wode 02 in foꝛeſt 
That nolde haue wepte if he wepe coude 
Foz ſ0z0We of her ſtjrpcle allbey ſoloude 

Foz thez was neuiꝛ yet man oy lune 
If that he coude a faucoy wele diſcrpue - 

That herde of ſuche a notlez of feprneſſe 

as Wele of plumage as of gentykneſſe 

Of ſhappe and alle that mpttht reh ned be 

A faucoy perettrpne thay ſemed ſie - 
Df fremde londe andeuirmoze as ſte ſtede 
She ſbounednowandnowe fox kacke of blode 
Tyt᷑ wele nptth is ſte fallen fro the tre 
This fapre hpnttesdoutthtez Canace 

Thatoyfiex fpniger Bare the quepnte rpnite . 
Throutth whiche ſhe vnde rſtode wele euery thin 

That any foule map in his leden ſapy "5: hp 

And coude aunſwere in his kedey agayn 


Tie Saupers Tale 


And weke ny for the roathe 


Kidd önderſtonde what this faucoy y 


to telle 
That ye be in this furpak peyne of elle 
— Snto this hauke aboue 
Js this ſozoWve of detl os loſſe of loue 
Fo: as ij trowe theſe been the cauſes tuo 
That cauſen mooſt a gentyt hert wo 
O fotheꝛ harme it reckith nat to ſpehe 
Foꝛ pe poure ſełue bpoy poure ſekf ye wrehe 
wh iche preuyth wele that other loue oꝛ drede 
Muſt be enche ſon of youre cruek dede 
Sithen that g ſe none other t you chace 
Foꝛ foue of god ſo do ponte ſ * 
Or What youre getpe. for Weſt ne eeſt 
Sa wen neui 02 node hyrde ne Beſt 
Tbat e 
pe ſte me with youre ſoꝛoſwe ryly 
| a of pon ſogrete compa ſſioun 
| n 
And as gamma hynges doutifte2 trewe 
f that i deryty the cauſes hne we 


di if it ka 
de ane te ARS ty mp mph 
as ws lelpe me ttrete god of hynde 


The Saupers Tale 


dſerbes ſballe noni} fynde 
Te Tee e 


8% ͤ „ 
Tho ſlrytth y petmozepptonſty I 
cotroundeanons 5 


Than eniz ſie dyd and 
and kytß a as dede as any ſtone 
Ty\ Canace hat in hez kappe ſeꝛ take 
Vnto tyme ſhe gan oute of ez ſwoune awake 
and aftez that ſhe oute of ſÞouy gan brayde 
Rittft in hes 1WhesCedey thus ſte ſapde 
That pyte rpnneth ſone in gentyl herte 
felyng bis fompritudefy peynes ſmert 
js proued alday as men map ſe 
as wele bp wei ke as by auctoꝛyte 

foꝛ gentyl herte hydeth gentykneſſe 

j ſe wele that pe haue of my diſt reſſe 
Compaſſioun mp faire Canace 

Of bezp womanty benignyte 

That nature iy ponre pryncipałes ati ſet © 
But foꝛ no hope fo to fare the bette 

But foꝛ toobepe to youre hert fre 
Ind foꝛ to make othez be ware by me 
do by the whelpe chaſted is the lyo unn 

Right foꝛ that cauſe and that conckuſiouun 

White that q haue leyſeꝛ and ſpace | 

Myn barme g wyk confeſſe 02 J paas 

and euiꝛ while that one heꝛ ſoꝛolbe tolde 

That othez wepte as ſhe to wateꝛ Wolde 
Tyk that the faucon ba dde bez be ſtylle . 
und With a ſitth thus ſte ſayde hez wylle 
There (J was bred allas that ard dap 3 
Ind foſtryd in a roche of marble ttrap . 

So — — 
Ine wyſt what was aduerſpte 
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VDndre ple ſaunce andSndre beſp peyne 
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Tyt g coude feye ful by vndre the ſt 
e . 
That ſemed wet of alle gentyrne ſſe 

At were fie fut of treaſoy and falſnes 
Jt was ſo wrapped Sndre bumble cheꝛe 
And Sndre hue of trout iy ſuche ma nere 


That q ne coude haue wende he coude fayne 
So depe in gene he dyed his coloures 
Rittht as a ſerpent bideth fi Bndre floures 
Tyl ſie map ſe his ty me foz tobpte 
Rigi t ſo this god of loues ppocrpte 
Doth ſohis ſerymonyes and his 
And hepith  ſenSeunc of 6 
That ſowneth onto gentyneſſe of loue 
Zs in a tombe is aſfe the fper aboue 
Und Sndre is the coꝛps ſuche as pe woot 
Suche was this ppocrpte bothe colde and hote 
And in this wiſe he ſeruyd his entent 
That ſaue the feende none wyſt what he ment 
Tyk be ſolong hadde wept and compleyned 
And many a pere his ſerupce $nto me fepned 
Tyl that my bert to pytous and to nyce 
At innocent of fiscrowned mafice 
Fox feꝛde of his deth as thought me 
Ypoybis otfes and fiis ſuretie 
Graunted him loue Hpoy this condicioun 
That euirmo myn fonoure and my renouy 
were ſauyd bothe prpue and aperte 
This is to ſayn that afteꝛ ſis deſerte 
f yaue ſim alle mp bert and alle mp thongßt 
God wote and he and othez Wiſe nouttht 


ſaunces 
obſeruaunces 


And tobe bis herte in chauntte of myn for ay 


: che is ſayde 3 
1 NS mans 8 


A true t and a theef natone 
Aub ansage ſo fer agone 


9 graunted him my lou 


His maneꝛ was an heu 
To any woman were ſje neuiꝛ ſo Wiſe 

So paynted he his chere at poynte deuyſe 
8 ——— 

nd ſo g koued him foꝛ epſaunce 

And foꝛ tlie trouthe y demed in his ert 


That if ſo were that any thing him ſmert 1 


af were it neui: ſolyte andJit wyſt 
Me thougi t g felte deth at my hert t wyſt 


And ſtoztlp ſo ferforth this thyng is went oy 
Cyf that my wyt is dis wyllis inſtrument 
| 3 


| 


bf 9m ee mage 8 


pprocſe 


is to obeyed to his wille 
Hase eyes 3 


But fpnaklpt 
That foꝛtune wolde that he muſt t wynne 


Feoꝛ one thyng an 


And toke it wele ſithen it nedes muſt be 


the boundes of my woꝛſhippe eur 
- 6 — ladde Jenn ſokeef ne feuez 
As him god wote ne neut2 ſhal nomo 
This laſtydlenger than a pere ot two : 
That ij ſuppoſed of him nothing but gode 
at the faſt it ſtode | 


ate of that place whiche g was in 
DO home it is 5 queſtioun 


can nat make of it diſcripcioun 
's 
f 


j tnowe What the peyne of dethe is therby 
Suche harme J fet that he ne mpttht beleue 
So on a dap of he fe tobe is leue 


So ſoꝛou fully ehe that he wende deryly 


That he hadde felt as moche ſoꝛolde as |} 

whan that JFerde im ſpehe and ſa we his bee 
But neuirtheles q thouttht he was ſo treÞe 
Ind eke that he repayre agayne 
within a kytel White ſothe to ſayne 

And rea ſon wolde eke that he muſt go 
Fo his honoure aud ofte it falkith ſo 
That i made Sertue of neceſſite | 


ds beſt myght 5 byd frohim m we 
And toke 1415 þ plies D. 60z0We 


And ſayde thus fo Jam poures alte 


Be pe ſuche as g haue be to you and ſhak 
What he aunſ werd nedith nat to relſerſe 
who can ſap Bette than be that can do werg 


Wan hatſ be at ſapde thay hath he done 


EY 
— 


Te Sdepers Cate 


CTherfoꝛe Biboneth hi * toflaue a kong ſpone 
hat ſtat ete with a ERS Pſa 
$01 fe muſt foꝛtſ ſi . 


Men loue kynde nebefantifeneſſe | 
as byrdes done that men in cages fede 
#o: thogſ thou ny and day take of them ede 
dt AnD ſoft as ſiihe 
and yeue them ſattere honp b rede and mythe 
pet rittft anone as that his doꝛe is vp iy 
g with lafeeef doune his cuppe 
Jr and wor mes cte 
Zonewefa of theire mete 
And foue n rg dy ropyꝛ hpnde - 
No gentykneſſe of bade map lem bynde 
S 
Though he were gentyt boꝛn freſſhe and gay 
Ind gode e tree E. 
He ſa we | 
Und ſodenkp 1 
Galater te lene Frome Bi 
and hatg his trouthe fal fed int is wiſe | 
Thus bath the hyte my loue i aa ſerupſe 
Und} amfozy withoute re | 
and With eat woꝛde this fantcop gan tocrpe 
Und ſbonned oft in Canaces barme 
Grete was the ſo20We foz the hauhes Farme 
7 Canace and alle heꝛ women made 
They nyſt hou cker rüde te fancoyitade 


_ Dfherbes fyne and of be 


| She doth hez be and al fez 
Oo flex geddes (rocſſe andat G2 wept 


go Which were peynted al tleſe fate foules 
Bight foz deſppte we edEs beſyde 


But ſiens forth wykke mp proceſſe holde 


"The SquyersTufe 
ae eee 
roi Gy derben labde lurt lies ſelue 
No can nat Canace hut ferbes delue 
Oute of the grounde and make ſalues newe 


we 
To hele with che lauke fro dap tonpyfe 


And coueredit with deluettes blewe 


ne of troutlhe tlat is in women 
ad abs tlie me we is pepnte th 


us been theſe tpdiffes tarcelles andoukes 


Ppes on them tocrpe and to 
Thus kette j Canace bez ſlauhe heppnitt 
J wok as no no moꝛe ſpeke of bez ryng 
Tyl it come eft to purpos foz to ſapy 

Bob that this faucoy fat hez loue a gayne 
hn Fa. as the ſtoꝛy tellitij bs 
By medlacioun of Cambafkus @\. 

The hynges ſonne of whiche q pou tolde 


ee 
That pet was ne 0 me s 
Firſt I wyl you telle of Cambuſcay 


That in his tyme many a bo 
tiowpf 


And aftez wol q ſpehe of a 
How that he wan theodoꝛa to 

ofte in tfrete peryl he was 
Ne had fie be holpyn bp the hoꝛs f Brag 


Foꝛ whom 


And aftez wol Jſpehe of Cambalko 


- * as „ , a 
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That faugi t in kyſtes with Gretfery two 
ſoz Canacę oꝛ that be mygũt heꝛ wpnne. 
and there left wyt agayne begynne 


Eyplicit pars ſecunda 
Et incipit pars tercia 


1  poſfowlrpitithbptiscare oh 
Tyt eat yod Percuriusfouſe the ſtig ? 


Theze is nomoꝛe of the ſquyers tale 
The woꝛdes of the Fra nbelepne 


iN faytlũ Squyeꝛ thou haſt the wele y quptte 
Und gentylky. pryſe wele thy wytte 

Quod the rankfepne conſidryng thy youtſie 

So felyngky thou ſpekeſt ſi2 J allouthe 

as to mp dome there nys none that is here 

Of efoquence that ſhjał be thy pere 5 

f that thou lyue god gyue the right gode claunce 

And in der tue ſende the contynuaun nde 

ſoz of ſpeche ij haue rittht grete deynte 

haue a ſonne and hy the trin pte 

hadde lyueꝛ thay twenty pounde wozth konde 

Thountth it rift nowe were fallen iy mp londe 

He were a may of ſuche diſcrectouy © 

as that pe becy fp oy poſſeſſioun 

But if a may be dertuous Withalle 

haue my ſonne ſnybbed and pet ſhalle 

Voꝛ he to dᷣertue lyſteth nat to attende 

But foꝛ to płey at dyte and diſpende 

And leſe alle that he hath in his vſage 


qm 
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Und ie ſabde fever caſbey Wie pays 
Than tocompy With | wiggt 

where ſe mytht 6 TI 

Stra we foz youre gentylneſſe quod tio oure {00ſt 

What ffranhetyn parde ſiz wele thou woteſt 

T 'ubat eche of you muſt telle at the leſt 

aan xeidoor Green bio teſt 

Tlatbnoweſ ele ſirquod de Fr Franhfepy 


Sa 
Tele on 
Gkadky wy dest quod he (J wylle obeye 

Ynto poure wille. now herken What ſap 
9 — contra ry in no mo 

as : ao that mp Wptte wat le ſe 
J prap to god that it map pkeaſcy pou 


Tlay wote J weke it is gode pnoW 
gere begynneth the frankleyns prologue 
t hHeſe olde gentyl brytons in thetre da ies 


Of dpuers auctours maden theire lapes 
Rymed firſt yo theire oWne brptoy tong 
Suche layes With theire inſtrumentes they ſont 
Oꝛefles — them foꝛ there ple ſaunte 
And one of them haue g ty remembratince 
wichen ſhal ſap with a gode wyk as can 
But tie ires bicauſe ( 2 — Boꝛet nk 
At my nnyng 
Baue —— ed of my rade ſpecks 
[Jfernpd neui2 rethozphe in certapy 
Thynge that q ſpebe muſt be faves and pfapne 
Iſtept neui in the mount of pernaſo 
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e lerned Parcus Tulius ne citſſero 
—— hnowe ij none Withontey drede 
But ſucthe coloures as groen in the mede 
Oꝛ effes ſuche as men dyen oz peynte 
Cofoures of retfozyke to me quepnte 
op ſpirpte fekith in no ſuche matere 

But and ye lyſt my tale ſhalle pe lere 


re endith the ffrankleyns prologue 
— — | 1 
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| Narmozph that called is Brytayne 

Thez was a tnpifft that coued and dyd his pepne 

To ſerue ladies in his beſt wyſe Wee al 
ind many a laboure and many a grete empry⸗ſe 
He for his lady Wrouttft oꝛ ſhe was wonne 
ſoꝛ ſie bas one the fapreſt Bndre ſonne 

and etze thertocompy of ſofjitth hynred 


q im 


Nathſuche gien ne 


© waymaſtrye 


Cle Frantteyas hi a 


That wefe Snnet6 durſt the k 
Tef bez his woo his 3 mew 
But at thefaſt ſte foz 
And namefp foz is meke obep _ 
Tat ſhe pryuety fpk 
To tahe 2 fen ln dude 5 —— and bez fozde 
Of ſuche fozdſhip as men haue oueꝛ theire wynet 
And foꝛ to lede in the moꝛe bliſſe theire 20 
Of bis fre wille he ſwoꝛe her as a hn 
That neui: in alle his lyf he dap ne a> 
Ne ſholde Spoy him take no ma ſtrye 
penſt bez wylle ne hytle fer iefonſpe 

Vas bez obepe and foloWe gez Wille in alle 
as any ns to ſiis lady ſtalk 
Saue that the name of ſoueraynte 
That wolde he Fane foꝛ ſhame of his detfre 
She thanhith him of bis llumbleneſſe 
She —— ſiz ſithey of hook gentykneſſe 
pe profeꝛ me to haue ſo large a repne 
Ne wol god neuiꝛ bit wixte vo t — 
As in mp gylt we re other ware 02 

oof rest 


Sir J wol Ge youre humble true 

Haue here m — tyl that my 

Top _ 1 — 5d in reſt 
oꝛ one thyng ſires ſa r 

That — > othez muſt 
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e 
If they wyl lyue in peaſe and holde tompany 


Loue wyk nat be conſtreyned 6p mapſtrpe 
is come the god of loue anone 
Betith his wynges and fare wele he is gong 
Loue is a thyng as any thought free 


fot womey of hynde deſiren liberte 


D 2 _ 


Te franheteyns Case 


und nat to be conſtreyned as a tar 

and ſo doth men if j the ſoth telle 
Lohe who is mooſt pacient in foue 
He is at his auauntage af aboue - 
Pacience is ay high dertue certayne 
jfor it vdenquyſſitſ as ckerkes ſayn 

Tlpnttes that rigoure ſhat neun atteyne 

ſoꝛ eue ry woꝛde men map nat chide and pleynt 
Lernyth to ſuffre oꝛ elles ſo mot (J fone 

pe ſhal it lerne Whethez ſope wyl oꝛ une 
ſo in this wozkde certeyne no Witt is 
That he ne doth 02 ſapett ſomtyme amps 

re ſehenes 02 conſtytłacioun EM 
bpne wo oꝛ chaungyng of complexioun 
Cauſith fukfe oft to do a mps oꝛ ſpehen 

Oy euery wrong a man map nat be wrekyn 
Afteꝛ the ty me muſt be tempozaunce 
Toeuery Wight that can of gouernaunte 
and therfoze hath this Wiſe woꝛthy huyglit 
Tofpuey iy eaſe ſuffraunce her betjitthte 

and ſhe to him ful Wiſely gan [ere 
That neuiz ſholde there be defaute in he re 

Here men map ſee in humble Wiſe accozde 
Thus hath ſhe take heꝛ ſeruaunt and gez (ozde 
Seruaunt iy koue and koꝛde in mariatte 
Than was he Botfie iyfo2dſtippe and in ſeruage 


Seruage nap but in loꝛſhippe aboue 

Fithey ie bach boch diskady and his koue 

His lady certis and his wpf alſo NT: 

The Whiche that ka we and koue accoꝛde ti therto 

Ind whan he was in this proſperyte 

Home with his wyf he goth to his countre 8 
Nat fer from pen marke there his duelling ass 


al Theſopetle eaſe and 


. Jo entt glonde that 


Ele FrankefeynisTaſe 


be lyueth in bliſſe and in ſolas 
pier ht Pete 


tie proſperpte = 
an luſbond and lis wif - 
ae 

See e of woiche 7 ſpake thus 
— gnapins a 
im to gone a a 02 e 
ne clepyd was ene Britayne 
To ſehe in armes Woz and tonoure 
Fo alle his kuſt fe ſet in ſuchelaboure 
And duelled there to vere the Bobe ſayeth thus 
and che Urt. 1 — bio wyf 
and ſpehe 0 ne 
That louyd ges huſbond as bez herteskyf 
Foꝛ his abſence wepith ſhe and ſihe t 
as done theſe gode dw dae 
She moznyth wakich wa 2 
Deſire of his preſence ſo her pnett 
That alle this wpde woꝛlde eee ſetatt at naugijt 


That is > GitWi 
pere 02 moꝛe 


Her frendes that hne we ger heuy thought 


hep prechoyie! den ade er enode 
They prechen her they teche bez npttfit an 

That cauſefes ſije ſteethj bez {kf altas F 
and euery comfoꝛt poſſihle in that caas 


Clfep do to her and alle theire beſyneſſe 


To auoyde heꝛ ſozowe and her heuynes 
By proceſſe as pe hnowen eue rißone 
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ſome figu 


. they con e 
—.— 6p prof reaſon hy 
The enprentyngz of bez con ſolacion 
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Tiroujis which her hrete ſozowe behan to ſwah⸗ EEG 8 


She map nat al wey duryn in ſuche arage 
And ehe Arueragus in alte this care 
Nath ſent ſeꝛ lettres home of his wele fare 
and that he wol come tjaſtefp agayne 
Oꝛ elles hadde this ſoꝛolbe hez hert ſfapne 
Her frendes ſalve hez ſozolves gan foz to ſtake 
and praped hez on theire knees ſoꝛ goddes ſake _ 

To come and rome hez in company _ 

d wey to dyryuen ſieꝛ derne fanteſp IF. 

and fynally ſhe g raunted that requeſt 

ſoz ele ſhe ſa we it was foz the beſt 
Now ſtode heꝛ caſtelle faſt by the ſee . 


and ofte With bez frendes wafhitfh (fe 
He: to diſpoꝛte $poy the banke on hyre 
Were as ſie map ſhpipes and barges ſpe 

Salyng theire courſe Where them lyſte to go 

But yet was that a parcef of ſieꝛ wo 

ſoꝛ toheꝛ ſelue ful ofte allas ſapde ſte 

Jo there no ſhippe ſo many asg ſe 0 
wolde Grpiitte home mp loꝛde than were mynhert 
e waryſſhed of his bpttre pepnes ſmert 
Anotheꝛ tyme ſhe wolde ſytte and thynzke 
and caſt bez epey doun ward from the brynke 
But when ſhe ſa we the gryſely rockes blade 
ſoz derꝛy feeꝛ ſo wolde her hert quake 

That on heꝛ fete ſhe myglit nat ſuſtene 

Than wolde ſhe ſytte doune vᷣpon the grene 

And pitouſky into the ſee beholde ä 
And ſap right thus with ſoꝛoufulle ſighes colde 
Sterne god that throutth thy purueaunce 

Ledeſt the woꝛlde Bp certapne oꝛdenaunſe 

bn pdelle as men ſap pe nothyng make 


_—_—— 


_— 
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But onde this (tryſtp feendly rockes bfahe 
That ſowney rathez vᷣnto foule con fuſioun 
Of werke than any fapre creaciouy 
Of ſuche a parfyte Wiſe god and a ſtable 
wi haue pe wrougit this werke vn re ſonable 
For bp this werke nozth ſouth weſt ne eſt 
There npsp foſtrpd may byrde ne beeſt 
t doth no gode to mp wytte but ann 
Se ye nat loꝛde hou mankhpnde it diſtropeth 
Ay hundretf thouſand bodies of mankynd 
Fans roches ſtayne ak thougi they be nat in mynde 

Sithen manhpnde is ſo faire a part of thy werke 
Thou it made firſt kphe tothpy one merke 
Than ſempth it pe haue do a grete charite 
Toward manhynde but hou map it than be 
That ye ſuche meanys make it to diſtroyen 
Suche mea nes ne do no ode Gut annoyen 
J wote wele cferhes wol ſap as them lyſt 
By arttumentes that affe is foꝛ the Beſt 
T boutth j ne can the cauſes wele hnow 
But that god that made the wynde to bfowe 
as kepe inp loꝛde this is my conckuſioun 
To cle rhes ket q af this diſputaciouy 
But wolde god that alle theſe roches blabe 
were ſonhpy in to helle for his ſake 


CT 'beſe roches ſle my herte for fere 


Thus wolde ſhe ſap with many a pytous tere 
Her frendes ſalve that it was no diſpoꝛte 
To roumyn bp the ſee but di ſcomfoꝛte 
And ſhapen foꝛ to pley ſomWbere elles 
But leden heꝛ Bp ryuers and By welles 
And ehe in otbe2 places difectaBles - 


They daunſe and pley at the cheſſe g at the tables 
1 
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day ritt on te m020we tpde 
that was there beſide 

hadde made thetre oꝛdenaunce 
and e ated da 
was iy the ſixte mozowe of map Fr 


Arapde Gehrde rufp 
a net 3 1 
eee, 
The odoure of flou ſſbe ſigfe. 


doꝛrige ne alfone — 
bez complepnte and gez mone 
nde andlier four atfo 1 


as to my dome 
He ſpnßith 
That 


ſt fayryng men on lyue 
Ponffe ſtronge $ertuous riihe and wiſe 


—— — ä 
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And wele in grete prpce 
And ſhoꝛtky if the ford te 

Thott e ener 
Whictie that Was aurekins 

Ha th lourd he beſt of any creature 

Two — 60 was his anenture 

But neui durſt he telle he2 his greuaunce 
with oute the cuppe dranke he alle his penaunce 
He was de 4. 


Sane iy bis ſonges ſomdele wolde 
Hi 2 


— 
ſs fonpdand wasGekourd nothing 
** 
Songes compkeyntesroundefs virckapes 
Bow thatbedurſt _—_ ſo20lve tet 
But fanttup feen dotl in liekle 
And dye he ſayde — 2 d Echo 
Fo: Farr pes” wh 4-7; e 
(ſn otheꝛ manez thay pe here no ſap 
Ne durſt he nat his 3 
Saue parauenture at 88 
There yontz foche beppy tein Ane 
1 ed 
1 ſuche a wiſe as men that a ey 
But nothing wyſt ſhe of his entent 
Neuirtheleſſe it happed oꝛ thep thens went 
Bicauſe that fie was he: nytthBoure .. 
And was a man of and honoure 


And hadde hnoWwey 
rep eee ſomoteand oz 
purpos dre we Aurilius 


In to his 
and whan he ſa we ſiis tyme be ſayde thus 


— 
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Madame quod he bp tod that this woꝛlde made 
So that ij wyſt J mptiht youre lierte ttfadde 

j wolde that dap that youre Arueragus 

went one the ſee, that J aurefins 


— 2 fanc „ 2 


W 
—_—— — — 


pet wol i graunt you to 1. route loue 
Sithen g ſe pou ſo pptouſky complayne 

Cote what dap that endlong brytapne 

pe remeue alte the roches ſtone By ſtone 

That they ne kette hote ne ſhippe to gane 

9 ſap whan ye haue made the cooſt ſoclene 

Of roches that there is no ſtone y ſeen 
Than wofJfoue pon beſt of any may MES 
Hanefere mp trouthe in alle that euiꝛ jean, 
Ja ther none otheꝛ grace iy youre konde quedle 


3 
yo. 
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Fo: anothe 
That hat ez Body 1 
Aureofus fut ofte ſaze ſiketh | 
wo was Aurefy way that he this herd 

And With a ſoꝛouful gert he thus anſwerd 


Fe Niel enz fore 
mu n 
And wi that woꝛde ſe turned im anone 


To cam ſeꝛ frendes many one 
And in the aleyes roumed bp and doun 
And nothing wiſte of this toncluſioun 
And ſodenky begonnen reuel ne le 

Tyl the bright ſonnetkoſt his he we 

Foz the oꝛiſont had reft the ſonne his ligit 
This is a ſmoche to ſap as it was nyttht 
And home they gone in ioye and in ſolas 
Saue only wreched Aureolus altas 

He to his houſe is gone With ſoꝛouful hert 
He ſayeth that he ne map from his de th aſtert 
Him ſemet{ that he fetith his hert cofde 
Vnto heuyy his hondes he gay folde 

And on his knees haꝛe be ſet him doun 

And in rauyng ſayde this oꝛi 
Foz perry Woo oute of his 


ſ 
Bra 
Ne nyſt what fe ſpake but art 


With pitous hert his pleynt hat bettonne 

Vnto the goddes and firſt onto the ſonne I 
He ſapde apollo god and gouernoure 
Of euerp plante herbe tre and floure 


a , 
, „ o = N 
- "= | 
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; hat after tp! b cn 
che of them his me and his ſeaſon 
Co here e 


„ 
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o loꝛde mplad m 
— wy 0 


Ppoy my rte haue ſome pyte 
Hut wele g wote koꝛde phebus if 2 
re map me aue m baby beſt 


Nov douche ſauf that g may pou deuſſe 
Hol that q may he ſocpen and in vat wiſe 

poure bfiſfuk ſuſtyr Eucina the ene 
8 . 
Thoutth nep e ſee 

pet E mpreſſe aboue him is ſhe 

hnoWe wefefozde 


ozde right as hes deſire 
to be quyckned and fyttned of youre fpre 
ſoz Whictie ſhe folo wiel you ful beſptyp r 
Rigi t ſo the ſee deſireth natuzalfy _ 
To fołowe her and ſte that is ttoddeſſe 
Bothe in the ſee and ryuers moze andfeſſe 
Wherfoze Cozde pliebus this is my requeeſt 
Dothismpracte 02 dompyberte Breſt 
That nowe nevt at this oppoſiciouy 
vithin whicte ſigne ſtakke be {pouy ny 
asprapeth heꝛ ſogrete a ffode to brynde 
That fpue fadom at the leeſt it one ſprynge 
Tee peſt roche in Armoꝛyke britapne 
And let this flode endure peres twayne 
Than certis to my lady may J ſap 
th youre heeſt the rockes he a way 
Lore phebus this mpracfe do foz me 


ri 


73 Pray her that ſbe go no faſtez cours thay pe *. 


— 
— 


ſap thus prape poute ſuſtre that ſte 
No faſteꝛ courſe thay pe two | 


Tha ſiak ſte Y 
t anddap 
nere 


an pe 
ateu 

And ſprynge flode taſt both 
And but pe Souchſhauf iy ſuche ma 
To graunt me mp ſouerapne lady dere 
Priſen to ſynhe euerp roche a doun 

to elle theire oWne dere manſiouy 
Vndre the grounde theze pluto duellitſi in 
Oꝛ neui mo ſal J my lady 


— 


wynne 
The tempfe in defphos wol J barfote ſche 


Cond phebus ſe the teres on mp che he 
And of my payne haue ſome compaſſiouy 
Und With that woꝛde iy ſwoun be fpk a donn 
And long tyme he lap foꝛtſi in a traunce 


Bis brotheꝛ Whiche tha t une lwe his penauce 


Vp caugi t ſim and to bedde ha th him b 
De ſpeyred ty this turment and iy his thought 
Lete g this woful creature fpe 
Che ſe he we tie ꝛ he wol lyue 02 dpe 
Arueragus with hele and honoure 
As ſie that was of cheuatry the floure 

Is comyn home and othez woꝛthy men 

A bliſ ful arte thou noe Doꝛrigen 
Thathaſt thy bliſfuk buſbond in thyy armes 
The freſſtic knpgle the wozthp may of armes 
That koue th the as hisbertesfpf 

No thing ne lyſt he to be pmagynatyf 

H any Wittht badde ſpoke whifes he was oute 
To lier of loue therof hadde fe no doute 
He nat entendith to no ſuche ma tere 
But daunſith iuſtith and mal:ith g ode chere 


rr 
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and thus fope and btiſſe tet chem durlle 5 


and of the ſehe Aurelius wol tele 
ylangure and in turment furious 
Two pere and moꝛe ley this Aurelius 
Oꝛ any foote he myttht on erthe gone 
Ne com foꝛte in this tyme hadde he none 
Haue of 6is brothez Whiche was a clerke 

Ke hne we alle this wo and alle this werkke 
ſoꝛ to none otſjes creature certapne 

Of this matere he duꝛſt no wozde ſepne 
Vndre his hreeſt fe bare it moꝛe ſecre 
Than euiz dyd pa mphilus foꝛ gala tie 
His breeſt was hole withoute foꝛ to ſeen 
But in his Gert ay was the arowe hene 
Js ele ye k no e of a ſurſanure 

jy ſurgery ful perfous is the cure . 
But mey mpg{t touctſe the a role oꝛ come therbÞp 
His brothez wepiti and wayletß pryuely — 
Tyt at the faſt him fpk in re memhhraunee 
That Whifes te was at Oꝛtiaunce in ffraunce 
as yong cke rhes that Beey lykerous 

To rede artes that geen curypous 
Sehn in eue ry halke and eueryſierne 
Particufez ſciences foz tolerne 
He him remenGred that vpon a dap 

jy D2kpaunce in his ſtudye a bone he ſap 
Df magyke naturalle Whiche his fila we 
That was that tyme a hacheteꝛ of la we 
Had pryuely Bpoy his de ſhe aft | 
al we re he there tofery s note: craft 
dgiche bohe ſpake moche of operaciouns 


Touchyng the eygt and twenty man ſiouns 
That longen to the mone and ſuche folp 


r? 
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ra bez that fie no faſtez cours thay pe 
T + apap tiger > aur eo 
No faſteꝛ courſe thay pe two | 


ewo 
4 
Than ſhaf ſhe e or myo ande 


And ſprynge flode ka 
And but pe Bouchſhauf iy ſuche ma nere 
To graunt me mp ſouerapne lady dere 
— — to ſynhe euerp roche a doun 
to helle theire oſune derne manſiouy 
— wr _ pfuto duelliti in 
2 neuiz mo mp 
The tempfe in delphos wol J barfote ſehe 
Co2d phebus ſe the teres on mp che he 
and of mp payne haue ſome compaſſiouy 
And With that woꝛde iy ſwoun . te fyl a doun 
Andfong tyme ſie lap forth in a traunce _ 
Bis brothe2 Wljiche that une we his penance 
—.—. * nd to bedde — — brouglt 
pepred ty this turment an s thought 
Lete g this woful creature fye 
Che ſe he he tije ꝛ he wol lyue 02 dye 
Arueragus With hele and honoure 
ds be that was of cheuatrp the floure 
Is comyn home and ottjez woꝛthy men 
A hłiſful arte thou noe Doꝛ rige 
That haſt thy błiſfuĩ᷑ huſbond in thyy armes 
The freſſlic h nyght the woztlip may of armes 
Thatfoueth the as his hertesfpf 
No thin ne lyſt he to be ymagynatyf 
bf any Wight 6adde ſpoke whikes fe was oute 
Tohjcz of loue therof hadde fe nodoute 
Be nat entendith to no ſuche matere 
But daunſith inſtith and malzith gode chere 


wpnne 
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and thus in ioye and hliſſe Jket them duekle 
and of the ſehe Aurefius wol g teffe 
ylangure and in turment furious 
C bo pere and moꝛe fey this Aurefius 
Oꝛ any foote ie mygiſt on erthe gone 
Ne com foꝛte in this tyme hadde he none | 
Haue of his rothe: whiche was a cferbe „ 
he hne we alle this wo and alle tis were 
#oz to none othez creature certapne %% 
Ofthis matere he duꝛſt no woꝛde ſepne 
Vndre his Breeſt fe bare it moꝛe ſecre 
Chan euis dyd pa mpflikus for galatſſfſe 
His hreeſt was hole withoute foꝛ to ſeen 
But in his hert ay was the a robbe kene 
ds wele pe h no lbe of a ſurſanure 

y ſurgerp ful perfous is the cure 
put men mygit toueſje the arowe oꝛ come tſierby 
His brothez wepiti and wapteth pryuelp 

Tyf at the faſt him fpk in rememBraunce 
That Whifes ſie was at Dzfiaunce in ffraunce 
as yong cferhes that been tpherous e 
To rede artes that geen curpous 

Sehn in eue ry halhe and euery e rne 
Particufez ſciences foz toferne 
He him remenÞred that pon a day 

O itlyaunce in his ſtudye a hohe he ſap 
Df magyhe naturaſfe Whiche his fikawe 
That was that tyme a Gactefez of ta we 
Had pryuely Bpoy his de ſnelaft 
A we re he there to lern a nothez craft 
giche bohe ſpake moche of operaciouns 


Touchyng the epit and twenty man ſiouns 
That longen to the mone and ſuche folp | 


r? 
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As in oure e "Io 
PA unt Khufl way nero | 
uffreth nat iffuſiouy | 
And Wha this bote was iy cemembrannce 
Anone foꝛ tope his hert (tay to daunce 
And to him ſefue he ſapde pry 
Mp brothez wariſſhed ſhal be Gaſt 
$02 gj am ſphez that tler be — 
By Whiche men make diuerſe apparences 
Suche as theſe ſubtek trete tours pley 
Fo: ofte at feſtes haue (Jherde ſep 
That tregetours Wwithiq ay halte ſaztie 
Haue made come in a mate anda Barge 
und in the halle rowey Sp and douy 
Some tyme ha th ſemedcome a grete lyoun 
And ſome tyme f{oures ſprynge in a mede 
Some tyme a vyne and grapes White and rede 
Some tyme a caſtet of lyme and ſtone 
And Whay he lyketh it Bopdeth anone 
Thus ſemeth it to many a mannps ſigũt 
Nob thay conclude J thus if q mpgbt 
at O iliaunce ſome ofde fela we fpnde 
 Thathadde the monys man ſiouns iy mynde 
O2otfe: magphe naturafaBoue 
He ſtiokde welt mahe mp Grothez Fane Fisfoue 
Foz With ay apparence acferhe map mabe 
To mannps ſigiit that alle the roches blake 
Of brytapne Weze voyded euerichone 
And ſhippes by the brynhescompy and gone 
And in ſuche fourme endure a Woke oꝛ two 
Tha were my brothe z wa riſſhed of his wo 
Than muſte ſhe nedes holde her Gebeeſt 
MD: elles he ſat Fame Fez at the teſt 


of youre comyng 
np fote went 


Eis Brycom:Cerhetfiy aſkedof lates 
The Whiche he hadde knoWey in ofde dates 
und he aunſ werde him that they dede were 
fo whiche — = 84 
Douy of his hoꝛſe Jurełius ligt anone 
Ind With this ma gitien foꝛ ti he gan gone 
Home to hisffouſe and made them wele at eaſe AT 
Themkached no hytayke that them mpttfit pleaſe 
So lbefe arapedfouſe as there was one Vr 
durelius i 1 Getyf ſabe neuſznone . . 
geſtewde them ai he went to ſouppe: 

. parkes ful of wylde dere 

Tiere ſa pete bertes with tire forneofipe M1 

The (reteſt that were euiꝛ ſepe With eye 
He ſa we of them ay fundreth ſtayne Bick boundes 1 
and ſome of aroWes bkede and byttez woundes 5 
He ſalve Way Bopded were tleſe wylde dere 

The fa weoners Spoy a fapre rpuer 

That with ehetre faukes haue * ferons ſayne 


LL 


— 
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Tho ſa we ſe hnyttftes tuſtyn(t iy a pleyne 
And afteꝛ this he dyd him ſuche pte ſaunce 
That ſie ſim ſſie wyd his tady in a daunce 
Jy weiche him ſekue dauuced as lim thougiit 
and whan this maiſtez that this niagyhe wrought 
Ja we it was tyme he d llis hondes to 
And fare wele al oure reuef was p do 
find pet remeued they neuiz oute of the ouſe 
while they ſawe al this ſigut meruaylous 
But in his ſtody there his bones be © 
Chey ſpttey ſtykke and no Witffit but they thre 
To him this mayſteꝛ caffedfis ſqupez 
And ſapde him thus is redy oure ſoupe2 
Aimooſt an houre it is i vᷣndertahe 
Syn Jpou badde oure ſoupere foꝛ to mabe 
whay that theſe woꝛthy men went with me 
Into my {todpe there my Bokes be 
Sir quod the ſquyeꝛ wan itkpheth pou 
t is af redp though ye wol right nowe 
Go we than ſoupe quod he it is foz the beſt 
Tbeſe a moꝛous fokke ſomtyme muſt Faue reſt 
And afteꝛ ſoupeꝛ fpk they in tretpe 
what ſame ſholde the mayſters guerdon be 
To re meue alte tije roches in brptapne 
And eke from geronde to the mouthe of ſapne 
He made him ſt raunge fe ſwoꝛe ſo god him ſaue 
CLeſſe thay a thouſand pounde he wolde nat haue 
Ne gladey foꝛ that ſũme he Wold nat gone 
Aurelius Witt bliſful hert anone 
Sayth thus fy on a thouſand pounde 
The Wpde woꝛlde which men ſap is rounde 
J wolde it pene if J were koꝛde of it 
This bargayne is ful dryne and ful hnytte 
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pe (hal be papd truly by my troutſſe . 
Buttohithj now fo none neglegence ne ſtoutth 
pe tarp bs ere no lenge re thay to mozolbe 
Ne NN SORE AER bo Grohe . 
To bed he goth Aurelius wan ſim feſt 4 
and wele ny alle cfat nyt be adde reſt 

what foz ſ is faboure and foz fits fope of Bliſſe 

- Bis woful herte of penaunce hadde a kpſſe 

Ppon ttie moꝛo lde Way it was dap . 


p 

To brptapne tokethey the right wep 
aurcfius and this magicien him be be . 
and be deſcended the re they wol abyde 
Aud tfiis was as the boke doth remembre 
The colde froſty ſeaſoy of Decembre 
-Pkebus we xed olde andhewed fyke latoun 
That a foꝛe in his hote deckynaciouunn 
Sone as the burned golde With ſtre mes Brigit 
Put nob in caprpcozne a doun be ligit 
Where as fe ſtone ful pale (J daz wete ſeyn 

The bytte : froſtes with the ſtyte and rayne 
Diſtroped ha ti the grene in euerp perde 

Janus ſptteth by the fpre with double erde 
anddrpnhit of his bugle $ozne the wpne WES: 
Bifozy lim ſtandith the braun of the tuſued ſwyne 
Indnolver cryeth euern kuſty ma 1 
Aurelius in alle that eue ry he can 

Dotth to its mapſtez chere and reuerence 
Ind prapetf him to done his diligence 

To bꝛing him oute of his peynes ſmert Fa 
Oꝛ with a ſwerde that he Wolde ſtyte bis hert 

This ſubtet ckerke ſuche routhe had of this man 

That ny(ht and day his ſpedde him that he mg. 

Co wapte a tyme of thisconckuſiouy . - 


* 
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is is to ſap to make iffuſiong + --- 
By ſuc aaa 1 


y founde 
To make his iape erhidneſſe 
Of ſuche a ſuperſticious curſidneſſe 
His tables tolenta nes forth he brougit 
Ful wele coꝛrectid it kached nougt 
Neptlez his cofet ne his expans peres 
ne dis rotis ne his othe2 tteres 
as bern his centris and his arffumentes 
And his propoꝛcionał conuenientes 
Foz his cquacions ty euerp tiyng 
And bp lis eyglit ſpere in his woꝛkyng 
He hne we ful wele jou fer afnath was ſtioue 
Fro the hede of that fixe aries aboue 
That iy the nynthe ſpere conſidred is 
ful ſubtelly fe had calhed af this 
whay fe ha dde founde bis firſt manſioun 
He kh ne we the remenaunt by propozciouy 
And kne we the ryſyng of lis mone Wefe 
And in whoſe face and terme and eue 
And hne we wel the monys man ſioun 
Attendaunt vᷣnto his operaciouy 
And kne we alſo wele his otfiez obſeruaunces 
Foz ſuche illuſiouns and ſuche myſchances 
Zs bethen foche Sſedey in tho dapes 
Foꝛ Whiche no lengere mahith he defapes 
But through his magyhe foꝛ a Woke 02 twey 

It ſemed that alle the rockes ere a wey 


fo madame 


and ſayde J woful Þ Aurefius 
Thanke poukozd aud mp kady 
Tiat me haue ſolped fro mp ca ris colde 
und to the temple his wep hath be holde 
here as he hne elſe ſhoide his lady fe 
and whan he ſa we his tpme anone rififit le 
ith dredful hert and With fumble chere 
$atued ha ti his ſouerapne lady dere 

y rittht woꝛthy lady quod this wofuk may 
hot q mooſt drede and loue as i beſt can 
andotheſt were in alle this woilde diſplea ſe 
Nere it that foꝛ pou ij haue ſuche diſeaſe 
That q muſt dpe here at poure fote anon 
Nat wol g tel you J am Wo bettoy : 
But certis othe2 q muſt dye 02 plapne 
pe ſte me gyltles for Berzp pepne 

But of mp detl thoutth pe haue no routhe 
adupſeth you oz that pe bree pouze troutle 
And repente pou fox ttat god aboue 
Oꝛ pe me ſte Bicauſe that J pou loue 

pe wote what pe haue hittfte 
Nat that qchakange any thing of right 
Df pou mp ſouerayne kady but of youre grace 
But in the gardyn pondre in ſuche a place 

pe Wote right wele What ye beh igt me 

und in mp onde there youre trouthe pligit pe 
Toloue me beſt god wote pe ſayde ſo 


- Foz qupche 02 dede rittht 
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af Ge it that i n woꝛthy be therto 
d eht it foz the lonouxe of you 

See aper aue my hertes lyf rigftt nowe 

Ludeſee bourl-ſanf pemaphoſs 

and 

Doch a9 pou lyſt laue youre tjeeſt iy mynde 


there ſal pe me fynde 
Jy pou kythj alle to do me kyue 


or dexe 

But weke g wote the roches been — 
ge tahiti his leue and ſhe a ſtonyed 
In at ſeꝛ face nas there one drope of blode 

She wende neui to tome in ſuche a trapppe 
aiftas quod ſte that cuir this ſſſolde lappe 
Foz wende g neuiz bp rlite 
That ſuche a monſtre oꝛ meruaple mytt be 
It is apenſt the proceſſe of nature 
And home ſije goth a ſ creature 
Foꝛ berzp feeꝛ bnnethes mptffic ſhe go 

.Zfe wepith and wapfeth a day os two 

And ſwounetßh that it routh Was to ſe 
But Wthp it was Sntonomay tofde ſhe 
Fot oute of toun was gone Aruerattus 
But toſſe: f cue ſhe ſpake and ſapde thus 
with pale face and ſoz chere 
In bez compłeynte as pe ſtalkeafte2 bere 
Altas quod ſhe on the foꝛtune ij płayne 
That pn ware wrapped haſt me in tllis cheyne 
Fro Wiiche to ſcape knoWe i no ſocoure 
Saue onkp deth 02 grete diſhonoure 
One of theſe two betjoueth me tocheſe 
But neuirthefeſſe pet hadde yueꝛ le ſe 
My lyf than of my body ſiaue a ſha me 
Oꝛ hnobbe mp ſełue fals oꝛ leſe my name 
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dmanya ma 
Rathe ela —— 


Rathez thay 
pescertis tleſe —— — 
wan thretp en of curſpdneſſe 
Had ſteyn ffidon «quay — at the feſt 
Thep — . — foꝛ to areſt 
And brpnge bifoꝛn pyte 
at naked to fulfille theire foute defite 
and in theire faders bode they made them daunce 
Vpoy the pauement god geue them myſchaunce - 
For Wbictie the wofulle maydens ful of drede 
Rathez then they Wolde [eſe theire madynliede 
They been preuefy ſtert into a welle 
Ind drent them ſelue as the bokes tel 
They of Mecene leten enquere and ſehe 
Df Lacedomp fyfty maydens eke 
On wbictie cep! laue doo the in licherx 
But bas ther noon of althat company | 
That ſhe nas ſkayy and with a (fade entent 
Chees ratheꝛ foz to dye than foꝛ toaſſent 
To be oppreſſed of hez mapdentiede 
— ſhode q than to dye be in drede 
eo ehe the tyrauut ꝗriſtoclides 
Thatfoupd a mayde bittht ſtympfalides 
Whay Fez fadre — was on a ne 
Pnto Dpanes tempfe goth ſtie right 
Ind bent the ymage in heꝛ hondes two 
from Whiche pmatte wolde ſte neuiꝛ go 
No wittht the Fondes of ber mpttht a race 
Corſe was ſteyne right in the place 13 
NoW ſithey that mapdens hadde uche bf ppte 


outfit a 
Than be defoukedasit tiynhiti me 
af ſdribaldris wif 
open my went of 


t ſte ſawe the Romapnes 
. nee 
e rate 


Into the fpre and 
Thay that any — — 
Bath nat ucrece ſtayne hes ſekf alas 
At Rome foꝛ that ſije oppreſſed was 
Of tarqupne ſoꝛ he thougiit it was a ſija me 
| Co apes gy > — 
The ſeuyn maydens of Selle ſeyt 
. —2— them ſekue for deriy drede and wo 
Rathez <lay 5 fe Forte of galle — them oppreſſe 
Mo tha — — ſſe 
Saudade 2 — —5 

an Abradate Was ſteyne. o dere 
Ber ſefue ſtoutth andlete bez rode te ppde 
(jy abradates woundes depe and wyde 
And ſapde mp body at the leſt wep 
Thez ſhakfe no Wiexht de foule if q ma 
what ſtat Jof them moo enſamples ſa 
Sithen that ſo many laue them them ſekur 
dee rather thay they wold defouked 

12 that tio the beſt forme 

To ſie my ſekf thay be de ſouled tus 

J wol be true vᷣnto rue ragus 
Oi elles ſke mp ſckue in ſome manere 
Ritt5t as dyd Demotenes dougßteꝛ dere 
Bicauſe ſhe ne wolde de fouled he 
D Cedaſuoltis ut prete pie 


yne 


rede hou tip dougſtez dyed alkas- | | 
That Kongo ſclue in ſuche a ma ner cag9 

grete pyte it was oꝛ ele more 
rhe theban mapdey that foꝛ Nickamoze 6 
her ſetf tough rig t fox ſueſſe mane re wo 
and anotfez 
#o2 one of macedone hadhez ouir preſſed 
She wit hez det ſer maydenſede redreſſed 
What ſdal q ſap of Niceratis wyf : 
That foꝛ ſuche a caas beraft ez ſełue ſeꝛ xf 
Kolb true ehe Was alſo Uſtebeades 
That for his lone to dye ra tic chess 
Than fo to ſuffre his body Bnburied to be 
fo whiche a wyf was Afceſte alſo quod ſhe 
hat ſayetj Omere of gode Penolope 
A grete hno with of her chaſtite 
Parde of Lacedomea is Writcy thus 13 
That wan at troye was ſtepy protſoſełaus 
Lolengere wolde ſte kyue afti z his dap 
The ſame of noble poꝛtya tel q map 
bitfoute Brutus coude ſte neniꝛ tpue 
To wo ne ſhe hadde he hert alle prue 
Che parfpte wiſhode of urthemecye 
Honour. dis throutth oute alle Harbazye 
O tenta quene thy Wifly chaſtite : 
To alle Wpnes map a mprzouze be 
The ſame thing J ſap of bekyea 
Of Rodogone and che Saferpa 
Thus pleyneth Doꝛrigene a dap 02 twey 
Purpoſpntteui2 that ſe wolde dve 
But neuirthelt ſſe bpoy the thrpdde ny git 

me cometh Nrueragus the wozthp bny ttt 
Indaſhith hez why that ſſe wepith ſo ſore 


thebay mayden dyd rigit ſo 


WE 
2's 


It nedith nat to refſerce it any moze 


But they ne wyſt why ſte 
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 Undſbe gay wepe euir engen the moze 


Aktas quod ſhe the tyme that j was Boi 
Thus haue ij ſapde quod ſhe thus ſaue i ſwoꝛ⸗ 
and tolde tim alle the caas by and b 

Kol ſte hadde promy ſed ignoꝛan 
The ſqup« 2 as ye haue herde to foze 


Chis huſbonde with glade chere in frendey wiſe 

Anſ werde and ſapde as} ſtjaffe _ 

Js there augijt effes Doꝛrigene but 

Nap nap ſhe ſapde god helpe me ſo as wys 

This is to mehpk and it were goddes wyt 

pe wif quod he tat ſtepyn that is ſtytle 

t map be wele pet perauenture today 

pe ſiakte poure troutle ſolde by mp fay 

Foꝛ god ſo wyſty haue mercp oy me 

J hadde wele fpue2 ſtpched foz tobe 

For berp loue Wlictie g to you haue 

But ye ſholde youre trouthe hepe and ſane 

Trouthe is tie bigttieſt thing that may map hepe 

But with that woꝛde fe Braſt anon to wepe 

And ſayde J pou foꝛbede on peyne of deth 

That neui Whife pou taſtitijtyf oꝛ Breth 

To no wigßt tc telfe of thismpſanenture 

as} map beſt q wol mp wo endure 

Ne make nocontenaunce of heuyneſſe 

That foche of pou map deme harme oꝛ geſſe 

And foꝛth he clepith a ſquyeꝛ and a mapde 

Go forth anone with Doꝛritzene fie ſapde 

And bring bez to ſuche a plate anon 

They tobe theirełeue _ theire wey they gon 
dre went 

He wolde no Wight telle his entent 
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tu 
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he wol put iis wif iy jeopardy 

wy Jeu yay — 2 2 
Se map haue bettre foꝛtune thay pou ſemet} 
and whay that ye haue ſierde the tale. demeth. 
This ſquyeꝛ Wh iche that higijt urelius 
Oy Doꝛigene that was ſo ame rous 
Of auenture happed her to mete 
ampdde the touy ritt in the quyckeſt ſtrete 
as ſie Wolde gone the wey foꝛth right 715 
Coward the gardeyne there as ſhe hadde ligt 
Ind he Was to tlie gardyn warde al ſo 
for bele he ſpyed Whay ſhe wolde go 
Dute of bez Fouſe to any mane2 place 
Put thus they metey By auentuze and grace 
and he ſakueth ger With glade entent 
and aſked of bez whither waꝛde ſte went 
and ſhe aun ſwerd half as ſhe wee madde 
Pnto the the ga rdyn as my huſbonde badde 
Pp trouthe foꝛ to allas affas 5 
zuretius gan to wondre iy thiscaas 
und iy his hert hadde grete compa ſſioun 
Dfber chere and of heꝛ la mentacioun 
Ind of Arueragus the Wozthy hnyght 
That 6adde her holde that ſhe hadde hit 
Zokothe him was if ſte ſholde Brehe hez troutſſe 
und in his herte be cauttht of this grete route 
ee 8 ; 
That from thatknſt pet were him lyueꝛ abpde 
Than to do ſo high a folpſſhe wrechydneſſete 
dyenſt fraunchiſe and gentykneſſe 


ſoꝛ Wiche in fe we woꝛdes ſapde lie tus 
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Mada v to 
Dat key 1 | 
1 > that fat wereronte | 


That him were 

Than ye to me 1— rehe youre trout] 
Saur w wele kyueꝛ euir to woo 

Thay\ departe the fone hit ix pou tbo 


you refeſſe madame — — 
— eyerp ſurement — 7 1 
That ye 2 tome as here bifozy 
| Sichen e that tyme that pe Were ed 50 
My trouthe g pkigut (J 
Of none heßeſt and here — tem: 
As of the tre weſt and eke the beſt 
That euiꝛ pet ij hne we in alle 
But eue ry wif beware of her 
Oy Dorrittene remembrith at the keſt 
Thus can a ſqupez do a dede 
as wele as can a hnygit wi drede 
She thanhith him Spoy her knees af Bare 
And home to fer ſuſbonde is ſhe fare 
And tolde him al as pe ane herde me ſayde 
And be pe ſyheꝛ he was wele apaped 
That it "Were impoſſible me to Write 
What ſhokde Jkengere of this caas endyte 
Arueragus and Doꝛrige ne his wif 
In ſouerayne hliſſe tedpy forth theire kyf 
Neuiꝛ aftez was theze angre them bit wene 
He che riſſhed he ꝛ as though ſhe Were a quene 
And ſhe was trewe to him foꝛ euirmoꝛe 
Of theſe two fofhe ye get of me nomoꝛe 
Aurekius that hjis coſt bath af forkory 
Curſith the tyme that euit he was bozy 


. 
But nathefeſſe I Wol of him aſſap 

and danke fm 9 curteſp e 
Ane e 
— pr} ar Caryn re 


—— ande Go genepſneſſe 
To grauntt iim dates of the remenaunt 


Jfapled neuiz of mp trouth as 
For ſetirfp m dette ſat webe 
Toward don ui that fare 
Togo a in my kyrtel bare 

But if ye wolde Douchefauf on ſuretpe 
* ye re 02 tire foz to reſpyte me 

= Thay e bes 4s muſt 3 ſeffe 


— thez is no moꝛe to telle 
This pitoſopt 


re aunſwerde 
und ſapde thus ad bes 7 Wozdes hezde 
Haue q nat holde couenaunt onto the 


es certis Wefe and truly quod he 

Baſt thou nat lad tp lady astbefyhet 
Nonoquodfie and ſozoufu be ſibeth 
What was the cauſe tef{e me if thou can 


t 
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dred pounde g geſſe 


and ſapde mapſte : Jdaz wele make auaunt 
quft 


ſi 


e 
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nano 
And tolde him al as pe haue 
It neditt nat to reſjerce it pou me 
He ſayde Arueragus of gentyknes 
Hadde leupz to dye in ſoꝛolde and in diſtres 
Tha that his wyf were of fer trouttje fats 
The ſozowe of [Doriſtenele tolde lim als 
Hob loth ger were to be a wycked wyf 
und that ſhe adde feupr laue toſt bezkpf 
Andhez trouthe ſte ſore tiroug ii innocence 
She neuizerſt berde ſpeke of apparence 
That made me to{aue in hes ſo g᷑rete ppte 
And rigijt as frefp as fie ſent hez to me 
as frely ſent ij hex Fome to ſim agayn 
This is al and ſome there is no moze toſapne 
This pbikoſopher aunſwerdfeue brotfez 
Sueriche of pou dyd gentykneſſe to otfſex 
Thouart a ſquyez andbe is a knytift 
But god foꝛbede foꝛ his duftende 
But acferke coude do as gentyt᷑ a dede 
As wele as any of pou it is no drede 
Sir g releſſe the tp thouſand pounde 
As nobe thou were cropen oute of the grounde 
Ne neui: 02 nobe ne haddeſt khnoWeny me 
ſoz ſir wol nat tahe a peny of the 
Foz alle my craft ne foi mp trattaple 
Thou haſt wele papde foz mp dytayle 
It is pnoutth fare wefe and haue gode dap 
And toke his hoꝛ ſe and forth he goth his wep 
Loꝛdynges this queſtion thay a ſhe 
Whiche was the mooſt fre as thynkith you 
Now tellitß me 02 that pe furthe2 wende 
can no moze mp tate is at an ende 
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Here endith te graunhteyns tate in 
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e yperience thougß none auctoꝛite 


ere in this woꝛlde is ritt ynoußl foꝛ me 
To ſpehe of wo that is in mariage 
But loꝛdes ſithey J twetue pere was of age 
Thanked be god that is eternalle oyfpue . 8 
Huſbondes at the chirche doꝛe haue lad run: 
g ſo ofte mptt5t haue wedded be „ e 
und al Were woꝛthy men in theire dete | 
But me Was tolde nat kong a go pps 
Tat ſithe n criſt went neuiꝛ but onys 
To weddyn tz in the Cane of galile | 
That bp the ſame enſampfe tauttht be me 
That ne Wedded ſhulde be but onps 
kohe Wbiche a ſharpe Woꝛde for the nones 
deſide a welle Jeſus god and man 5 
19 


Ade wyf of Sathes profoſue 


Spahe in repreef of the ſamaritan 
faſt had fyue ſayd ſie 
And that iche may that nol bath the 
s nat thy huſbonde thus he ſapde certapne 
what he ment therbp I can nat ſapy 
But that J aſte Why the fpfte may 
was nat huſbonde to the ſamaritay 
Nou many mpttlit he haue in ma riage 
pet erde j neum tellen iy myn age 
Of this nombre derꝛy diffiniciouy 
Men map deme and gloſe bp and douy = 
But wele g wote expreſſe wittoutey lye 
That god bad $8 wex and multipk 
That gentyt texte can j wele vnderſtond 
Ehe wele gj wote he ſayde that myn huſbonde 
Sholde leue fadez and modre and take to me 
But of nombre no mencioy made he 
Of byttampe 02 of Pew. 
why ſholde men ſpeke of it vefkonpe 
Fobere the Wyſe hyng day Safamoy 
J trove he had wyues mo than one 
As wol de to god it keful were to me 
To ſaue refreſſhyng half ſo oft as ſie 
Whiche a ye ft of god had he foꝛ al his wyues 
Nomay hath ſuche that in this woꝛlde on lyue is 
God wote this noble hing as to my wytte 
The firſt nyt had many a mery fptte 
with eche of them ſo wele was him on lyue 
pe bleſſpd be god that haue hadde fpue 
Of whiche q haue ppched oute the 
Bothe of theire neytheꝛ purſe and ehe theire eſt 
Dyuerſe ſcokes mahith parfyte clerhes 
And dyuerſe practyhe in many ſondry werkes 


ith the werk 


A 


ta 
me chaſt in af 


criſtey may ſtiak wedde me anone 


Some 
fon the appoſtole ſaptl tfatJamfre 
T * where it tyketij nne 
Ge ſept to — road * 

Better it is to be Wedded thay to renne 


hat rechith me thoutth men ſap Sefonp 
Df ſerewde Lamerd abo 4 


ſpnne 


byttampe 


ote Abraham was a ful holy f 
inde Ao ferasete ere ons 

A 0 mo Wpues two 
nd many a nothez fofp may — ä 


here can pe ſay i any manez age 
That euiꝛ god defended mariage 


By evpreſſe woꝛdes j pray pou telle me 


foꝛ hadde 
Than had 


Dꝛ where comaunded he euiꝛ virgynite 
— — 
app pate of madyn 
He ſapde that therof pretept adde he none 
Hen map coun ſeyle a woman tobe one 
But coun ſeyl is no maneꝛ comaundment 
He puttitß tat iy oure oWne 


pe it is no drede 


iugement 


god comaunded madpnhede 
fe dampned weddyng oute of drede 


andcertis if there nere no ſede y ſolbe 
Diminyte what ſtolde therof grole 
Paule durſt natcomaunde at the eſte 
ching Whiche his ma 
The darte is ſet $poy 


2 pane none beſte ; 
rifinpte . 
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He ment in his bedde oz in 


God clepith toh im folte in ſondry wyſe 


wt vyfof Batcoprteus 


wr! 8 3 


Cache who ſo may wo rennyth beſt tet ſe 
But this woꝛde is nat take of euerp Witte 
But there as god wol toll ent 
J wote wele the a was a mapde 
But natlicfes be wrote and ſa 
He wolde rue ry Were ſuche as 
af is — to irgynite * 
And foz to be a pf be yaue me leue Nn: 
Df indulge 1 . 
To wedde me if tat my make dye 75 

withoute excepcioupof "4 


A 


af were itgode na woman for to touche 
douche 


tor peryt it io fyre and tolve toaſſemble 
retten What this en . map reſemble 
Thisisafandſomebe 
More parfpte thay — tetł te 
Fri ełte clepe ij But if that he oz ſiie 
wolde ledey at theire (pf in chaſtite 
| (fraunt it wele g haue none enupe 
Trout mayde nhede preferze byttampe 
— them to be clene in Body — 
Of mpyeſtate } wyt make nobooſt 
Ful wele g h node a loꝛde in his houſeholde 
Bath nat eue ry Veſſel of ſifuez and of golde 
Some been of tre and done theire loꝛde ſeruiſe 


And eche hath of god a propre peft 
Som this ſom that as him lyſt to ſipft 
Dirgynite is a grete perfeetiouy 

And contynence ehe with deuoctoun 
But criſt that is of perfectioun the welle 


Bad nat eue ry Wittht be ſhelde go ſetle 
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affe that be hatt and {t tothe 
ache Wyſe fololvefhim and its for ; 


poof aflempy aye 


Y the actes and in the frute of 
Tef me afſo to iat concluſion 


dere membGres made 
and of ſo parfpte Diſs — 
nat made foꝛ naugut 


——— 
e 0 nd 
Chat thep 6 
Of bryne and of ottſez ſmale 
bas ene to hnoe a female from a mate 
and foz no cauſe elles ſap pe no 
Nr — 
es { 
ſay thus that N ; 


ola pid tos liel. 
de 
dere with ſtolde he make is payement 
ff te ne p ſed his ſ . „ 
Ten were tlley ma pon a creature yo... 
— J 
ap nat that eue t is | SY - 
Thttat ſue Urnepo364 topontſt PE; : 0 


Ind many a ſaynt ſithey the — 
let yued thep eupr ty parfpte chaſtite 
| in 


Tlie wyf of Hatbes proconue 


But q nyt enuye non birſtynite 

Let them with drede of pured whete be fedde 
Andfet to ps wyues hote barkebrede - 

Und pet with barfee brede as marke tet 

Oure loꝛde Jeſus refreſſſed many a man 

J ſuche eſtate as god ha tl clepyd Bs 

wyt perſeue re g am nat precious 

Jy wpfhode wpk h vſe myn inſtrument 

as frefp as mp make ſiatſ it ſent 

3f 9 Se daungerous god peue me ſoꝛowe 

Mp1 hu ſbonde ſhal it haue Hoth eue and mozoWe 

an that ſ im lyſt come forth and pap lis dette 

Zn fuſbonde wol q Jaue gj wol nat kette 

That ſhaf be bothe my dettoure and mp thraf 

And haue his tribufaciouy with ak 

Vpon bis fteſſhe white that J am is wyf 

The polbe2 Jhaue durpngt alle mp kyf 

Bothe of his propiꝛ body and nat be 

Right thus the appoſtet᷑ tolde it me 

and bad oure huſbondes ſoꝛ to loue Bs wele 

af this ſentence mekphet{ 

By ſtert the pardoneꝛ and that anone 

Now dame quod he hy god and by ſeynt Joy 

pe be a noble prechoure in this cas 

0 was b ute to wedde a wyf affas 

vhs e ſtholde jbp it on mp fleſſhe ſo dere 

et adde nkyueꝛ wedde no wyf this pere 

Aby de guod de mp tale is nat begonne 

K yo 1 ff git drynhe of anothez tonne 

D2 that) to ſhak ſauoure werſe thay ale 

and whay Jbaue tolde forth my tale 

Df tribukaciouy that is in mariatte 

Of whiche g am expert in al mpy age 


7 Tr 


— 


Tie pf of Hates pred 


is is to ſap mp ſelf haue be the Þ\ippe 
— 12 05 one bn arg . 
Dit that tonne — 


f 
:3ſha en mo thay 
5 o wol nat be ware by othez men 
By him ſhal otheꝛ men coꝛrected be 
ſe ſame woꝛdes Writeth prstholome 
Frede in his al megeſt and tahe it tiere 1 
Dame J wolde prape you if poure wyt were . 
Fapde this pardonere as pe degan „ 
Tet foꝛehß rue tale ſpare foz no man 
And teche vs yon men of poure practphe 
Gladfp quod fl ſithen it may poukphe 
But that} prap to alte this company 
that g ſpeke affe my fanteſp 
— nat a greef of that Jſap 
2 myn entent is but foz to płay 
Nod ſires thay wol telle you foꝛtß my tate 
As euyꝛ q muſt drynke wyne oꝛ ale 
hal ſap ſoth theſe Gaſbondes that q hadde 
Thre of them were gode and two were Badde 
BE thre men we re gode and riche and ofde 
Pnneth myghtt they the ſtatute holde 
W iche they were bounden vnto me 
pe bote Welke what I mene parde 
ds helpe me god i kaugſ woah that J thynke N 
Hold pytouſty a nyßtht q made them to ſÞpnhe 
And by my þ faptl J paue of them no ſtoze 1 
Tey hadde theire londe and theire treſoꝛe 
Ye neditß = to dotlſem(enttere difittence 
To wynne thei re koue 02 do ther reuerence 
Clep koued me ſo wele by god aboue 


2 to 
—— — — R— FY 
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The wyf of Satfes profojjue 


A wyſe woman wol be ſy he r euit in one 
To —— foue pe there ſie hath none 
But ſithey i hade them 
And afteꝛ thep had pene me 
what f take hepe them 
But if it were foz my profet 
3 befde ther 
That many a nyttt 
The Bacon was nat fet foꝛ | 
That ſom may lah iy Sſſey at donmoWwe 
Fgouerned them ſo wee aftet mp ta we 
T bat eche of them ful bliſful was and ſa we 
To brynge me gay thynges fro tie fapre 
They were ful fayne Whay i ſpake — ſayte 


Foꝛ god it wote J chydde them f 
Now berhe hou Jbare me 
EIS. n 
us pe ſpehyn 
ſo: haf ſo boldly cay there no may i 
Set bean” ; 
ap nat this bp wyues e 
But if it Ge whay te —— 
A wyſe wyf if that — — ode 
Shat᷑ bere him on honde the cow is wode 
And tahe wytne ſſe of ſez owen 
Dfbe aſſent but berhneth what ij ſapde 
Iyr ofde hapnardis this thpy arzap 
why is mp npt{fboures wyf ſoftap 
Sbe is honoured Where eum ſbe ttot6 
0 — at home and haue no thrifty oth 
what doſt thou at my nyttbou res Houſe 
Js ſhe ſo fapre art thou ſoamoꝛouſe 


_— — 


The wyfof Satles probehne 


and if ſte be fayre thou de rꝛy knaue 
Thou ſayſt ehat euerphofoure Wol ljez laue 
Sbe map no while in chaſtite abpde 7 
That is aſſapked oy euerp ſyde 
Thou ſayſt ſome foche deſire Bs fo richeſſe 05 
Som foꝛ oure ſhappe and ſom foꝛ oure fayrneſſe 
— =. — ſhe 22 3 "om oꝛ daunce 

nd ſom foꝛ gentykneſſe 02 foꝛ daliaunce 
Som foꝛ heꝛ hondes and ger armes ſmale 
Thus goth alle to the deuyl bp the tale 
Thou ſayſt men map nat kepe a caſtef waffe 
t map ſolong aſſapled be ouir alle 
andif ſe be foule thou ſayſt that ſtje 
Couetpth eue ry may that ſhe map ſe 
ſor as a ſpaynet ſhe wolde on him lepe | 
Ert \he map fynde ſom man her tochepe 
Ne none ſo jr: y goos goth the2 in the klae 
is ſayſt thou wol be withoute Fez make 
Ind ſayſt it is an harde thyng for to wolde 
Athyng that noman wol his thanke holde 


Clus ſapſt thou boꝛette whay thou ttoft to bedde 


And but thou do to my noꝛyte honoure 


The wyf of $attes protogur 


andtfat no wife man nediti for 
eee dee 
with wylde thundeedpnte and = 
Moote tiyn welhed nech he to 
Thou ayſtadroppngoaſeandede note 
Andchydy 
Pute of their croneoabenedic 
wiatap! De rico Dyſon 


Thou ſ apſt 2 —— 
They bern aſſaped 
Baſynskauers oꝛ that men them hye 
— ſtoles and alle * fuſbondrpe 
And ſobp pottes clothes andarap 
But folte of Wpues make none aſſap 
T pl they be weddyd tooldedotarde e rewe 
a ſayſt thou we wol oure dᷣytes ſtieWe 
apft atfo that it — me 
oy efou wpft preyf emp beaute 
And Gut thou poure alday in mp face 
AUndcfepe me fapre dame in euery place 
And hut thou make a feſt that iche dap 
That q was hoꝛn and me freſſhe and gay 


Und to my chambre within mp boure 
und to my > faders foche —— myn alyes 


Thou ſapſt thou ofde barrelle ful of (pes 
And afſo foꝛ that oure apprentice Janhpy 
ſo his criſpe herys ſipn 83 
And foꝛ he ſqupreth mebothe Bp and doun 
"ow thou cautifit a fakſe ſuſpectioun 


The wyf of Bache brach: 


J wyl iim nat thou thou Were dede to moꝛolwe 
Put tel me — dero des 15 with ſoꝛoſbde 
The hepes of hp cheſte a bey fro me 

28 -itis my gode as thpy parde 

what wenyſt thou to make ay pdiote i oure dame 
Qol by that _ thatcfeppd is ſaynt ame 

8200 ſake nat bo eons > 

Be mayſte2 of mp * and of my ode 

That one thou ſhaft foꝛgo magre ttipy eyn 

what nedith tle of me toenquere 02 pryen 

jtrowe thou wolde ſt locke me iy ep cheſt : 
Thou ſholdeſt ſap gode wyf go where pe *Y 

— youre diſpoꝛte q wyrteue no tafes [LATE 

JhnoWve pou foz a true Wpf dame afis 

de loue no may that takith kepe 02 charge 

lbere that we go we Wot be at oure large 

Df af maneꝛ men y bleſſid moot he be 

ſe Iſt rologyen day protholome 

That 3 ayeth tigt Gus in his al megeſt 

Of alte men his wy ſdome is tlie beſt 

That rechith nat who hath the woꝛlde in conde 

By this prouerbe thou ſFakt vnderſtonde 

haue thou pnoutth what dar the reckt 02 care 

Hou merely 1 otheꝛ foches fare 

for certis de dotardes hy youre leue 

re ſoak haue quente pnotth at eue 

For be is to grete a negart that wol werne 

Aman to light a candel at his kantern 

He ſhal neuiꝛ haue the be ſſe light parde 

haue thou pnoutth thou daꝛ nat pleyne the 

Thon ſapſt al ſo if that we make bs gay 

bith ckothing oꝛ with precious arap 

That it is pert of oure chaſtite 


thou were wode - 5 


The wyf of Batbes profotzue 


gap 
ſe half a day 
But foꝛth ſhe wol oꝛ any dap be da wed 
To ſſze we heꝛ ſhpy and go a catix wa wid 
This is to ſap if \j be gay ſtr ſire be 
wol renne oute mp bozek fox to ſſje we 


By yr olde foole What helpithj the to eſpyen 


Thoutth thou płey argus With his bundreth epey 
To be my warde coꝛps as he map beſt 
In feyth he ſhal nat hepe me Gut me lyſt 
pet coude g mahe his berde ſo mote I the 
Thou ſapſt eee that there be thynges thre 
The Whicte thinges troubley al the erthe 
And that no wight map endure the ferthe 
DO eue ſir ſhre we (jeſus ſtozt thy 

pyet precheſt thou and ſayſt an ha wpf 
Ren ned is foꝛ one of theſe myſchauntes 


Been there now none other reſembfaunces 


To barexy konde there water may nat duelle 


That may be lyhe poure parables vᷣnto 
But if a ſely wyf be one of tho 
Thoukphneſt ehe a womannys fone to helle 


The wyf of Hatfes profogue 


vs eke 


to wylde fyre 


Ene ib hel deter 
En e 5 
right as Woꝛmys ſhendey a tre 
t ſoa wyf diſtroyeth heꝛ hu has 
= they that been to — s bonde 
une —— onde 
onhonde 
—— 
Indale das f pee Bent 
Dfjantpy andof myn nece ctſo_ 
Slade the pre] brd them and the wo 


ful gyltles by godder ſwete pyne 
for as an Horſe (j — = whpne 


de pla Ive 
— addeofctymeoBeſpree®. 


r firſt ſo were oure werꝛes ſtynt 
Cer dere fu de to excuſe them byue 


bday that for — t onde 
pet tihled Joel hert foꝛ Ga "ep 4 
dende that Jof him had ſogrete cheerte 
j\woze that alte my walhyng oute 6p nygit 
vas foꝛ to ſpy wenches that be digt 
— that coloure had i many a mirtje 
af ſuche thyng was gyue vs in oure birthe 
Diſept deppn{t ſppnnpnggodfach gene 
To Womey bpndlp While that they lyue 

ind thus of one thing 3 may auaunte me 

nh ende g hane the bettre in eche dettre 

de ſteptxie 02 war 02 by ſom mane thyng 


A 51 


— cometh firſt to the ard ſien he grynt 


thep neul2agpCted their ue 
Gere them ful ſone oytonde 


And the 


gere a 
If that g fett his a 
e 
rfoꝛe euery man this take q telt 
ſo may foz alle is ſoꝛ to ſelte 


wyn who 


For — wolde J alle bis lyſt endure 
And make me than a 0 
And pet iy bacoy Gadde neuir 
That made me that euir q wolde 
Fo: though the pope lladde See be 
g wolde uat ſpare them at thei 


f 


re oWne 60 


Foz by my troutſje j quytte them tue ry woꝛde 


as ſo ſjeſpe me god omnxt 
Thoug ij rigijt nowe 


f 


brought it ſo aboute 
That the — pene it 
D 2 eſtes bade we neuiꝛ be in reſte 
Fox thoutth he tohed as wylde as a lyoun 
pet ſbulde be 175 of his conckuſioun 
Thay wolde J ſap gode keef take hepe 
Now mekelyohitij wychyn oure ſhepe 
Come neꝛ mp ſpouſe let me ba thp chehe 
| pe ſtſolde be al pacient and mebe 
And haue a ſwete ſpyced — . 
Sithen pe ſo ſpehe of Jobbes pacien 
Suffreth alwey ſithey pe can ſo befe herch 
And but pe do certayne le wol pou teche 


tte 
fer ele beſte 


with empty hondes men may no ljaubkes ure 


be 


mabe mp teſtament 
Jobe them nat one woꝛde that it nys quytte 


| 
| 
( 
J 


to hae lis 
ne anayto nets wyf mare 


eee 


oye ede 
1 98 but pe koue it wele 
if 3 wolde ſelte choſe 
2 — 
But epe it foꝛ poure owne t 
pe be to blame by god j ſap pou ſothe - 
Suche ma neꝛ Woꝛdes hadde we on honde 
No wol g ſpebe of — — 

p fourth huſbonde was a renefoure 
This is to ſap he lladde a paramoure 
and) was pong and fut of ragery = 
— and ſtronge and plyant as a pp 
Thocoude JdaunceSntoayharpe ſmale 
and ſyng ywys as any nygijtyngake 85 
2 3 [- 


Petulkius 
That 20 e Beraft hie 


He Waters nat haue daunted me from drynke 
und a fteꝛ wyne on denus muſt i thynze 
Ind afſo ſphez as colde enge ndreth fapte 
Aicozous mouthe muſt haue akpcherons tapte 
Y womay Spnofent is nodefence 
This knoweyfechoures by experience 
but — Ae it — me 
my and on my iolyte 
7 tphlith me aboute — ſerte rote 
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dert pf . 
ſje dranhe wyne. and 10 dde be his wyf ; 


Hut —— 


Bauder wo derte Bote 


— — — een 


tte affas that 
be 

Hat — nee 
re is go ther nys no moꝛe to telle 


e 

1 —— 

Nob to be ri g fonde 
Now ern pc 6 
Es 

But be was qu cx odand ſyn Joſe 


— — 0 —— — 
Mat of my 4 — 
OI folke ſuche chert 
That in his owne grece q made him frye 
Fo: ange and foꝛ berzy ielouſpe 
By god in ertfje i Was his purga toꝛy 
Foꝛ Whiche hope his foute be iyifozpe 
— * it hon be 7 — — | 
at his ſho im wronge 
Tier 22 no wiglit — and fe that wyſt 
Retr - St ſoar gem — 
an i cam froteruſaſler 
andlp t6 y graue Sndre the rode Beery 
his 62 tombe nat ſocurius 
— was the ſepulcre of him Darius 
whiche that appelles wrouttht ſo ſußtelly 
jt is but waſt to burye Him preciouſty 
Let him care wefe gob pene its ſoute gode 
fe is noWe in his graue and leyde in his cheſt 
O w of mp fyfte huſbonde wp? J telle 
God let his ſoule neuiꝛ come in helle 


reſt 


r 


Tie wyf of Sattes protague 


und pet was he to me mooſt ſireve 
dupa oy mp rpbbes alle hy re ve 
And euiꝛ Into mpyendpnttdap —- 
But in oure bedde ſie was fut freſſtie and tap 
and therWithalfe he coude ſo ele me tfoſe 
hay that te wotde Gaue mp bete coſe -— 
That though te adde bete me on euerp bone 
Hecoude wynne mp loue attapne anone 
jtrole loued {tt beſt foz thathe = 
as of fistoue ſo daungerous vnto me 
de women haue if that J ſFat nat lye 
y thismatere a queynte fanteſp „ 
bayte what thyng we may nat lyglitky lane 
Ther aftez wyt we crpe alday and craue 
ſoꝛbede vs thyng and deſiren we 
Prtes on Bs faſt and tian wol we fle 
Dith daunttez vᷣtter we alle oure cha ffare 
Grete prees at market mahitſj dere ware 
Ind to grete chepe is ſolden a kytet prpce = 
This hno with euery woman that is wyſe 
m p fpfte huſhonde god ſis ſoule bleſſe 
wviiche tobe fox loue and no richeſſe 
He ſomtyme was a clerke of O xenfoꝛde 
and hadde left ſcole and went at ſome to boꝛde 
bitt my goſſop tho duellyng in oure touuunn 
Jod haue ez ſoule Fez name was alyſoun 
Ve hne we mp lert and ehe mp prpuite 
Bettyꝛ thay oure pariſſte preeſt ſo moot J the = 
Coher be wreyed i my coun ſeyl alle 
fo: hadde myn FuſBonde pyſſed agenſt a walle 
©: doa thyng that he ſholde haue cooſt tislpſt 
Cole and alſo to a nothez wozthp wpf © 
ind to mp nete wljiche that Jtoued ele 


od 


wes ? 


COR TIES to HY 77 
The wyf of Batbes prokojtue 


g wolde aue tokde ſis counſepk euerpdete 
and ee — 
ſor berꝛy ſſja me and bla med him ſetue that lie 
Hadde tolde to meſo grete a pyynite 
So ofte tyme g tomp goſſop went 
| p afkwep 
And for to wafhe in woo ae May 
Frohouſe tohouſe to here of ſondry tales 
And i my ſelf into the feldes went 
My huſbonde was at kondon al that kent 
And fot to ſee and ehe foꝛ to he ſcp 
O fluſty focke what wyſt g where mp (trace 
Ther foꝛe j made mp p̃yſitaciauns 
To bittptes and to proceſſiouns 
To pkepes of mprackes and tomariattes 
And Werpd pᷣpon mp (tap ſcarlet gytes 
Ypoy mp paref frapde them neuir  defe 
And woteſt thou why foꝛ they dere Bſed wel 
J ſap that in the feldes walhed we 
Tyk truty that we hadde ſuche daffaunce 
g ſpate tohim and ſayde that fe 
bf J were wydowe ſholde wedde me 


That made bis face fuk ofte rede and gote 
And ſo befyl that onys in a kente 

Foz euiꝛ Jtoued to be ga 

That Jankpy cferhe and mp goſſop Dame alys 

J5adde the bettre fepſez ſoꝛ to płey 

was ſhapen for tobe oꝛ ty What pkace 

To prechynge ehe and to pylgramages 

Theſe woꝛ mes ne theſe motthes ne theſe mptes 

Now wol) telle forth what happed me 

is clerhe and i that of my purueaunte 
Foꝛ certapy J ſap pou foꝛ no holaunte 


rkret wash neuiz witfoute purueaunce 


ere, * 


che 
a mouſe herte nat worth a lebe 
thath but one ole ſoꝛ toſtert to 


— 


and ganhyn oure clerke was one of tho 
de helpe me god Whay that J ſa we him go 
Afteꝛ the Gere me thought le hadde a pepre 

Of legges and fete ſo ckene and eke ſo ſayre 
Nat alte my hert Jpaf öntoſſis holde 
He bas J t-owe twenty wynteꝛ olde 1 
But q was fourty if I ſoak ſap the fotF 
But pet g hadde acoftes toth : 
Gappe tothed J was but that becam me wete 


1 


. 
— F , . N 
, —— . 
— 
— * i 


9ꝛo fekyng and in my bert isParcigy 


Clie wpf of Satbes pratohn 
"aaa te of ſeynt denus ſele 
geen Dao fu 9 55 begone 
re an | 

Aud tr as mp huſZondes tolde me 


3 hadde the beſt quente that my{ifit be 
ſoz certis ij am alle fully Beneriay 


nus me paue m luſt — — neſſe 
— Mars — me mp ſturdy — 
Myn a ſcendaunt was Taure and mars tlie rin 
actas altas tſjat euiꝛ foue was ſyume 
folowed ay mn inclinacioun 
By dertue of my conſtetłaci 
That made me that q coude nat withdra we 
My chambre of venus fro a gode fela we 
pet ſjaue i ꝙa rtis mathe Spoy mp face 
And alſo in ay othez pryu place 
ſo god ſo wyſty be mp ſaluaciouy 
touyd neuiz by no diſcreciouy 
But euiꝛ fofobed mpy appetite - 
af were fe kong ſozte blache oꝛ White 
toke no hepe ſo that he kyhed me 
How poure he was ne ehe of what deffre 
What ſtjokde J ſap but at the monethes ende 
This ioly cłe he qanhyn that was ſohende 
Nath weddyd me with grete ſolempnyte 
And to him paue ij alle londe and fee 
That euir was yeue me ther hifoꝛe 
But after warde me tepented it ful ſoꝛe 
eee 

mote me onys on t 

Dy the cheke. foꝛ g — of his ohe a leef 


That of the ſtrohe myn ere wext al dee f 


Tie Þyfof Battesprofogue or 


geen dme gen pone 


Sy cop tunge ate r2 

and walke g wofde — 

Fro ſouſ 50 0 bab (et ſw 

Foz which he oft tynie CE 
ache the. 7 mw 

Hou the ſr ymplicius (faffus rv 

and her glare fxtermeofatt it 

at Gut foꝛ on N 

kohyng oute dis den a day 

a nothez Romapne tolde he me by name 


But foz his wyf Was at a ſomeres fame 
withoute his pt 1 K 1 tet che | 
and thay wolde he Vpoy fits byble feke 
That iche prouerbe fs Eccfeſiaſte 
{ere he comaundith and byddeth faſt 


Men ſholde nat uffte tfeire wyued to royte aBoute N FEE 


Then wolde he ſap thus withouten doute 
— fo Optdith bis Fouſe alte off. afoldes 
nd pr 
and ſuffrith his wyf to ſehe Fafowes 
s woꝛthy tobe honged on the galowes 
But — nautt6t j ſet it nat an ha we 
Of at his prouerbes ne of alle his olde ſa we 
1 wot nat of Ueorrected Fe 


hate them n 


Ind ſodo mo 
— made h woe wel me ak tet 
wolde nat fo for Gere him in nocaas 
ſeint Thomas 


Now wot J ſap pou for 


dp thatJrent oute of his bohe a fee f 
Foz whiche he ſmote me ſo that J was deef 5 
He lade a boke that gfadfy both nyuht and daß 


t im 


Wel de S ne Gaafe one che toes f | 
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fo2 bis diſporte Fe wolde rede al 


He clepyd it Salerp ani Theophraſte | 

At the Whiche Got te Coup aber ful fa 
and eke ther was acferhe ſomtpme in Rome 
A cardpnafte that hight ſeynt Jerome 
That made a hohe apenſt [Jor.pnpay 
Jun whiche Goke ther was che Toaztulay 
Criſippus Toztafa and q 
That was abbeſſe nat fe ris 
And ehe the parabofesof wyſe 
DPupdes art and ehe hokes many one 
And al theſe were bounde in one 
And euerp day and niht was is cuſtume 
whan he ha dde leyſe and any bacaciouy 
Fro af othez woꝛldly octupaciouꝝ 
To redyn on tfis Bone of 1 wpues 
Ne hne we of them molegendes andfpues 
Thay be of gode Wpuesty tlie bybce 
Foꝛ truſtith weſe it is ani 
That any cferhe bode ſpehe gode of Wpues 
But if it be of holy ſeyntes lyues 
Ne of none othez women neuiz the mo 
who prentyd the lyoun telle me Ho 
Bp god if women hadde Wrptey ſtozpes 
ds cle rhes haue Witty theire Ora toꝛyes 
They wolde haue wryten of men moꝛe 
Thay affe the ma rhe — — redreſſe 
The children of mercury and denus 
Been in thetre woꝛbyng ful contra rious 
Mercury foupth wyſdome and ſcience 
And venus foueth ryotte and diſpence 
And foꝛ theire dpuerſe diſpoſicioun 
Eche fapketh iy others exaltacion 
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thus god wote Mercurx is deſolate 
5 pi de bier venus (sevaltate 
and venus fapket{ there @percury is rey ſed 
Therfoze women of no clerke is prepſed 
The clerke wan he is olde and map naugt do 
OfBenus werkes nat Wort his ofde ſho 
Thay ſpttetl le doun and Þrpteth iy his dotage 
That women can nat hepe theire me riage 
But now to pnrpos wi i tolde tlie 
That J was Betey fo a Boke pa rde 
Vpon a nyhhſt Jankpy that was oure ſpre 
Redde on his doe as ge ſat Bp tte fpre 
Df Eue firſt that foz ez wp thedneſſe 5 
Das at manhpnde Grouttfit to wrechedneſſe 
For loh iche tat Jeſu criſte lim ſekue was ſtayne 
That bouttht Bs With his Fert bode agaynre 
koſere evpreſſe of women ae ke fynde 
That woman was the koſſe of alle manhynde 
Tho redde he me hou Sampſoy loſt his berts 
Skepyng. his lemman hptte them with ger ſſe res 
Throuttt wh iche trea ſon loſt he bothe his eyen 
Tho redde he me if that j ſhal nat lyen 
Of hercules and of his Dyanpre 
That cauſith jim to ſette jim ſekue a fpre 
No thyng foꝛgate be the ſoꝛolde and the wo 
That ſocrates hadde With his wyues two 
Bow Evantippacaſt ppſſe $poy his bede 
This ſety may ſat ſtylle as lie were dede 
He wyped his hede nomoꝛe durſt he ſapy 
But 02 the thundre ſtynt there cometh rayne 
Of paſipha that was the quene of Crete 


For ſirewdneſſe him thought the tale ſwete 


Fr ſpeke nomoꝛe it is a griſty tſyng 


— 
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Of heꝛ ſoꝛribłe fuſt and her 
Of Cletempſtra fos her gigi 
That fat ſty made ge luſbonde to dye 

redde it with ful gode de uotioun 
_ me ehe day oor | 
Amphioꝛax at Thebes 
Mpy huſbonde hadde a kettende of his wyf 
E ripũylem that for ay ouche of golde 
Natt prpuekp vᷣnto the grehes tolde 
where that bez fuſBonde hyd him in a place 
Foz Whiche fe Fadde at Thebes a ſozp trace 
Of £pma tolde he me and of Lucy 
They both made tfeire fuſBondes fox to dy 

That one foꝛ loue that otheꝛ was for Gate 

Ly ma her huſhonde Bpoy an cupy fate 
Bnpoyſond him for that ſhe was his foo 

Cuci i fpherousfoued ſieꝛfuſbond ſo 
For he ſholde a un her thynke 
Se paue iᷣntohjim a ſousdrpnhe 
That he was dede 02 it was at mozoWe 
und thus algate huſbondes hadde ſoꝛolbe 
Than tolde he me hou that Latumens 
Compleyned hou that feł man Arzius 
That in his gardyn growed ſuche a tre 
On Whiche ge ſa por that hie wyues thre 
Hanged them ſelf fox there hertes dyſpytous 

O leue hrotheꝛ ſapde thay this Arrins 
yt ue me a plante of that błiſſed tre 
And in mp (trdpy planted ſhatk it be 
Of katteꝛ date of wynes ha ti he redde 
That ſome haue ſtapne there huſbondes abedde 
And feet the lichoure digt them alle the nytthe | 
Whites that the coꝛps lay in the foe Spritthe 
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And ſom haue drpue 
whites that they ſtept > 
Som haue peue them 

he ſpahe moꝛe ja rme 
And therwithalkelje coude mo prouerbes 
Thay in this woꝛlde gro we graſſe oꝛ herbes 
Bettyꝛ is quod he —— 
Be witſ a kyoun oꝛ a foute dragoun 
Than With a woman pᷣſyntz fox tochyde 
Bettyꝛ is quod he fig in bis roof abpde 
Thay With an angry wyf doun in the houſe 
They be ſo wyched and ſocontrarious 
Tip ucep tas 

a 


— — 
caſt ſjeꝛ ſjame a way 
Wan Faſt of fe, ſmoke and ferthezmo 
a fapre woman but ſhe bechaſte alſo 
olybe a golde rynge on a ſo weg noſe 


ary 
Ind whan Jſawe 
Toe IS! pate 
at ſodenky tre leuys ſaue g pixgt 
Dute of his Boke rigiit as qe reode andehe 
9 with my fyft ſo tone him on the chehe 
That in oure fyre he fyl bak warde a doun 
and pp fe ſtert as doch a wode lyuun E 
and ith his fiſte he ſmote me oy the hede 
That in the floꝛe ey as were dede 5 
ind way he ſa we bon ſtyt that 7fap 
He was agaſt and Wolde haue fledde a way 
kat the kaſt g oute of mp ſwonne abrapde 
O haſt thou ſtayn me falſe theef J ſapde 


in tlieir Grapy THe 


„ 


Ind foꝛ mp fonde thus haſt thou murdredeme | 


And that he ſapdempyolbne true wyf 


2 
. | 
That(jbaue — — 
ſoxpeue it me and that ij che beſehe 

And pet eft ſones q ptte it on tlie chehe 
And ſapde theef thus moche Jam beÞreke 
Now wol) dye g map nolengere ſpehe 
But at tie faſt with moche care and wo 
- Wefpfaccozded hy oute ſelfyn two 

he paue me the brydet tympy onde 
To haue the gouernaunce of houſe and londe 
and aftez of lis tonge and of his onde alſo 
And made him brenne his Boke anone tho 
And than wan i adde goten vnto me 
The mapſtre and ehe · the ſ te 


Doth as al the terme of 
Nepe Sn and ehe — 


And afteꝛ that day we hadde neuir debate 
God helpe me ſo g was to him as hynde 
as any wyf from Den mathe vnto ynde 
derer es tat ſpree lqmageſt 
pray to god that 5 

So beſſe his ſoule foꝛ his mercp dere 

Now wol q ſap my tate if pe wol fre 

t frere kougſj han he hadde Herd af this 
w dame quod he ſo haue g ioye and bis 
Thiisis a long prea mbe of a tale 

And wan the. Sompnoure herde the frere gtale 
Lo quod the Sompnoure fox goddes armes two 
A frere wol entromette him euirmo 


men a flye and eke a frere 
Cotte lyeuerp mannpsdiſſdeandmatere 
what ſpe eſt thou of preambutacioun 
Wat ambfe 02 trotte go pyſſe ot ſptte a dunn 
Thou lette ſt ourt di ſpoꝛte in this ma tere 
ye yk tou ſo ſiz Sompnoure quod the frere 
Qow by mp fapt6 g ſdatle oz tat go 
elle of a fompnoure ſucſe x take 02 two 
That alle foche ſal kautth in this place 
Nom eltes frere J Geſhre we thy face FL 
Quod this Sompnoure. and j beſſreve me 
But if 5 telle tales two oꝛ tre 


Of freres oꝛ that g come to $pdpntt6oury 


That J ſhat᷑ mahe the ſoꝛe foꝛ to moꝛne 

fo: Weke q Woot thy pacie nce is gone 

Dure hooſt crpde pea ſe and that anone 
4 Und ſarde let the woman telle heꝛ tale 
pe faren as folkes that dronke been of ale 
Do dame telle foꝛth youre tale and that is beſt 
M redy ſir quod ſte right as you fyſt 
#f 3faue licence of this wozthp frere 5 
des dame quod fie telle foztl and} wol here 


Bere endith the wyf of Bathes prologue 
und here Settpnneth her Tale . 


| yotdedapesof hyng Artfoure 
Of whiche Britons ſpeke grete honoure 

E das this onde fulfylked of fayrye 

Tle ekphe quene With heꝛ ioly company 

Daunced fut ofte ty many a grene mede 

This was the olde opunyon as g rede 

)ſpebe of many an hundred peres a hoo 
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| But nowe can nomay ſe none efpfſees mo 
Foz now the grete clarite 


ſbepens anddepres 
This makiti <at there be no ferpes 
Foz there as wont Was to wache an efpie 
There wackith now the pmptoure him ſelf 
Jy onde rmetes and iy moinynges 
And ſapth his Ps a ne thpnttes 
as he goth foztt] in his tpmptaciouy 
women map noW go ſ bp and doun 
Pndre euery buſſle and ndre euery tre 
There is none othez incubus but he 
And he ne wolde do them any diſtonoure 
And ſo befyt that this hyng Arthourt 
Kadde in lis douſe a luſtp : 
That oy a dap cam rydyng fro the 
And happed that affone as he was 
He — a mapde wackyng him bifozy 
Df waliche mayde anone magere bez hede 
Dy deriy foꝛce ſe beraft he 1zapdenſiede 
Foz oppreſſioun was ſuche cla moure 
arthoure 


And ſuche purſute Into onto h 
That dampned was this hnpttht fox to be dede 
By courſe of la we and ſholde haue loft Gisbede 

rauenture ſuche was the ſtatute tho 
that the quene and other kadies moo 
So longe prayde the hpntt of ttrace 
Tyſdeiotyf graunted in that place 
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tothe affearte; 
I —— reſorts 
dafter tllis thus 
— bs ſawe ſieꝛ cſi 
Acc 
— of 


graunt 


de ware and be wenn aden 
andif tou canſt nat tefle it anone 
flat the peue keue pet foz fox to gone 
— a day to — dmg 
dy aunſ were ſufficlaunt in this matere 
. 
02 to 1 
daten ee ſronfulp iſ Baetd 
But ſe map nat do alle as6im(pheth 
andat the aſt be fe bin fox to wende 
and come ageyn riglit at tie yeres ende 
dir fucke aun were uo pod wolde din purnep 
Ind takith his feue and wendith foꝛth his wey 
ſe ſehith euery houſe and euerx place 
Mere as he ovies fox to fp nde grace 
To wytte what thyn(t bomeykoued mooſt 
But he coude aryuen in noc 
There ag he myge Forde by ismatere 
bo Tho creatures accozdpnt iy fere 
Zone ſapd wome 3 
— »ddGoncure om ſapde jokpneſſe 
apde riche ara rode kuſt a bedde 
wo ofte CE Sand fofie edde 


on ſapde ef that we be in hert mooſt eaſed 
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ne | 


A may ſbat beſt wynne bs With ftaterxe 
And With attendaunte and d 
Been we yly med hotl moze 
And ſome ard that we Þolde fo 
ſor to be — asbolpſt 
Und eee oof Ie 
But ſap that we be wpſe and nothing npce | 
phi. fo 5h of ds alle 
. {weld ee 
— at wen 
Ie niet 
fore nem: oli . 
we y wyſe an 
And ſome ſayde grete defpte aue Þe 
r . . ſecre 
And in one p duekfe 
andnatcoberap ame bo 
But that tate is nat rake ſtefe 


Parde we women cay 
Wptnes on Ppda. Wye the take 
Ce dabge indo fl bea ens 
a 

Srovy ng vpon his ſede to a — 

: white pe pce he hadde as fie beſt mptt6e 
— a man 
Ft ſaue his fi ſee it yore 

foupdber moſt and —4 

— Ger that to no er ova 
Sße ſſo?de telle of his ſoule 


She ſwoꝛe him that . 
Slie nolde do that dekony ne ſynne 


1 Whay we be 
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To make feruſbonde to ſaue ſo foule a name : e 

Se wolde it nat fox det owne ſhame e 

Hut neuircgeteſſe ſte thounzt that ſte dre 
2 . 


t ſhe ſokong à counſeyl ij 
75 E eee 
That nedes ſome woꝛde fer muſt a ſtert 
and ſithen ſte durſt cefke it to no man 
Doug by n 0 e 
Ext ſte cam tlie re her ert Was in fprre NV 
and as a Gptoure Hcombith inthe myre r 
She leyde — wate; doun r 
de lbrey me nat thou wateꝛ With thy ſour n 
Quod ſhe, to the i tełke it and to nomo 
Ppy bu ſdonde batt kong aſſies erys two 
Lobe ts mpy hert al hole now is it oute 
mygijt no lengere hepe it oute of doute 
Here map pe ſe thoutth we a tyme abpde 
pet oute it muſt we can nocounſeple hyde 
Che remenaunt of the tale if ye wol here „ 
Redith Ouyde and there pe map it lere | (LEY 
This hnygljt of wory mp tale is ſpecially „ 
bay that be ſa we he mygiit nat come tjerbß 
This is to ſap what women kouen mooſt OY 
bithin his breeſt ſo ſoꝛoufulle was his gooſt 
But home be ttoth ſie mpttht nat ſoiourne 
The day was come that hom warde muſt he tourne 
Ind in his wey as happed fin to rpde 
Hy alle his care Sndre a foꝛeſt ſpde 
Where as fe ſa we Spoy a daunce ge 
Dfkadies foure and twenty and pet mo 
Towarde wſiche daunce he dre we ful yerne 


I fope that he ſholde ſom wyſ dom l 
But certapnlp oꝛ — be — — ere 


| 


bi 


A A fouſez 


Leet ſee Whiche is the p 
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anyſſſjed was this daunce ſie nyſt wert 
— Y 
Saue oy the greneſſe ſale ſyttyng a 
| witttit ther my 
Agayn this hnygijt its ofde 
And ſapde ſir 2ny{lithere no wey 
But teſte me What pe ſehe by poure fap 
Parauenture it map the Gettez Ge 
Chi ſe olde folke can mocle thpnt quod ſhe 
My leue modre quod this knptſit certapy 

nam but dede hut if that q can ſapy 

what th yng it is that women mooſt deſire 
Coude pe me Wpſſte g wolde quyte wele youre hire 
Pitt me thy troutfhe here in N (fe 
The ne xt thpng that q requpre 
Thou ſyakt it do if it lpe in tiy m 
and i wol telke it pou os it be 
Haue here mp trouthe quod the kny(ft graunt 
Than quod ſhe i daꝛ wele make auãunte 
Thy lyf is ſauf foꝛ g wol ſtonde therby 
poi mylyf the quene wol yy, _ 
That Werith on othez hyꝛchief 02 caffe 

That daꝛ ſap nap of that J wol the teche 
Cet vs go foꝛth withoute moꝛe ſpeche 
Thorowned ſhe a pyſtekiy his ere 
And badde him be (fade and haue no fere 
When they be co. nen to the courte this h nygit 
Sayde hie kept his day as he hadde bittht 
And redy was his aunſwere ase ſapde 
Ful many a noble wyf and many a mapde - 
And many a wydo we for that they be wyſe 
The quene her ſelf ſittyng as iuſtiſe 
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aſſembled been this aunſwere fox to ſere 
und afterarde this knygfe was 
Toeuerp Wight was comäunded ſikenene 
und that the unygt ſgorde tek ty audiente f 
what thyng that WwomeykfoneGeſt 5 
Tiis kuygit ſtode nat ſtpk as doth abeeſt 
dut to his queſtiouy anone aunſwerde 
with ma ney Bopce that at the courte it ſerde 
Hy liege lady than general quod he 

omen deſire to aue ſoueraynte 


ds ele of their 6 des as of theirc ſoue | 
Indfoz to be in — abo 


Doth as you lyſt J am here at youre 
Hat the courte ne ao ther pf ne nude 
Ne Wydolbe that contraried that he _ 
but ſayde je was wozthp to haue his kyf 
nd with chat worde pp ſtert this ofde rr 
boiche that the hnygißt 
quod ſhe mp ſouerayne tady que ne 
Oꝛ that youre courte de rte as do me right 
aug t chis aun ſwere Lnto this bnytt6t 
Foz Whiche he t me his trouthe there 
The firſt thyng } wolde him reque re 
He wolde it do if it lay iy his mygiit 
Bifoꝛe this courte than pray i the ſir hnygßt 
Quod ſhe, that thou me take Bnto thy wyf 
da locke thou woteſt that Jhaue ſaucd . 
Iſwere fals ſwere 195 
hnyght aun 
bote right we 
Fo: godde 
Tab 


I 


was hoden tappere 


ma ue e 
Thisis poure mooſe deſire dez pe me bytt i, OH | 


fonde ſyttyng on the grenre 
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than quod ſhe J ſijre we vs bothe two 

2056 tout that q be olde and poure 
[} wol nat foꝛ al the metak and the oure 
Tbubat ondre the grounde kytli os aboue 

But thy wyf Were andeke ti loue 
My loue quod he nap but mp dampnaciouy 
Alas that eutr any of mp naciouy 
So fouke ſhokde euu diſperaged be | 
But al foꝛ naught the ende is thus that fe 
Conſtreyned was nedes muſt he Fez wedde 
And take his olde wyf and go tobedde 
Nob wolde ſome men ſap parauenturt 
Foz my nettkettence h do nocure 
To telle pou the rope and alle the arzape 
That at the feſt was that iche dap 
To Whiche thpntt ſtoatly g aunſwere ſhalke 
5 ſap ther was no feſt ne iope at alle 
There nas but heupnes and moche ſozowe 
Foꝛ prpuekp be wedded her bp the moꝛowe 
And af dap aftez hydde him as ay olble 
So wo was him his wpf loked ſo foule 
Grete was the wo that the kny(ht gad in thougft 
whan Ge was with his wyf a bedde y Brought 
He walue th and he turneth toand fro 
His olde wyf lay ſymylyng euirmo 
and ſayde o dere huſbonde benedicite 
Farith euery hnygiit thus with his wyf as pe 
fo this the faWe of kpn( Arthours house 

seuerp hnpttht of his four ſo dauntterous 
Jam youre obne foue and ehe youre Wpf 

Jam ſte whiche ſaued bath youre fpf 
Andcertis pet q dyd you neniz Vnritt6t 
wi fare pe thus With me the firſt nptt6t 


\ 
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{addefoſt lis 


v ork te foꝛ tfoddes loue 
and it ſhaf ee y 
ame affas 

rp tpn ny apo 

Thou arte ſokottikp and ſo olde alſo 

and thertocomey of ſofolve a hynde 

That lytel wondre is tfouti{ walow and prude 
So wolde god qu r 

js thts quod ſlie the cauſe of poure iᷣnreſt 
pecertapy quod he no wondre it is 
Nolb ſir quod ſte Jcoude amende alle tis 
that me (pſt 02 it he dates tire 
Zo ele pe mp{ſi}t here you vnto me 
Put foꝛ e ſpete of ſuche * 
doiodeſcendedoute of fde riches 
toe Iy hoc EE 
„ 


tobe who is mooſt vertuous alwey 
Prpup and apert and mooſt entendpth ay 


Todo the gentykeſt dedes that fe can . 
Take him forthe gentileſt trendy : 
Cryſte wol we clayme of dure ffentpſneſſe 1 5 
Nat of oure efdres ſoꝛ tfeire olde riceſſe 
Foz though they peue vs alle theire heritatte 
Foe whiche We az — no doryg 
pet map they nat bequetl] foz no thyn 
To none of vs there 1 * . 
Tat made them gentyl men callẽd to 
nd badde Hs fofoWe tlſem 1 ſuch dehre 
befecay the Wiſe poete of korence 
CUtight daunte ſpehe of this ſentence” 
ot ſuche mane; ryme is dauntes tale 


vm 
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bpce 
Take — Bere it in the derheſt gouſe 
Bit wixte this and the mount of Ca 
And ket men ſhytte the doꝛes and go thenne 
pet wol the fpre as faprelp and hrenne 
us twenty thouſand men mptt6t it befſolde 
His office natu ralty ay wol he folde 
p perpk of my kyf tyt that it 
re map pe ſe hold that gentrye 
Js nat anneved to poſſeſſiony 
Suche foche ne doth there operaciom 
Al wey as dotſi the fyre lo in his kynde 
ſoz god it wote men map ful ofte fynde 
a koꝛdes ſonne do ſhame and befonp 
And be that wol haue pryce of Fisffentrye 
Foz fe was hoꝛn of a gen e 
Und hadde his elders noble and 
And wyt him ſelf do no gentyk dedes 
Ne fokowe is gentyl auncetours that dede io 
He is nat gentyl ge he duke be be erle 
f ſpnfuk dedes make a cherte 
gentykneſſe nps hut the renome 
Df ehpy auncetoures fox theire ſigh bounte 


whiche is a ſtraunge thynge to thp perſone 
Tip gentyrnes rometh fro god alone 
Thay cometh oure Lerzp gentylnes of grace 
Jt was no thyng big 
Tipnhpt9 how noble as ſapth valerius 
was tat Romayy Tufius Hoſtilius 


That oute of pouerte rooſe to hig nobleſſe . 


Redith Senehe and redith elbe Boece 

There ſha? pe ſe expres that no drede is 
That he is gentyl that doth gentyk dedes 
and therfoze leue lluſbonde thus j conckude 
dere it that myn atincetoures Were rude 
pet may the high god and ſo hope 

Graunte me grace tofpue Bertuouſtp p 
Than am j dertuous When J begyn | 
Tolyue vbertuouſty and do awey ſpnne 
Ind there as ye of pouerte me repreue 

That hig god on Whome holy we beleue 

y wytfut poue rte cheers to lede hiskpf 
Indcertis euery may mapdey and wyf 

ap oönderſtonde that Jeſus heuyn hyng 
wolde nat che ſe a Vpciouſe kyuyng 


Glade poaerte is a fut honeſt thyng certapy 


This wol Se neke and other clerkes ſapy 


golde him ryche and hie hadde nat a ſhert 
He that couetith he is a ful poure wight 
Foz he Wolde haue that is nat iy his mygßt 
But he that naugſit hat ne couetith to haue 
Js riche al tqougij pe holde him but a hnaue 
Derꝛy pouert is ſpnne propiriy 
quuenal ſpekith therof fulle merely 

Che poure may Whay je goth by the wep 


The wyfof SattesTale 


vs with oure place 


bo ſothat holdith im paped of his pouert 15 i 


S in 


** 


To baue me olde and foute tyk tha 
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Ale urfof Baches Tate 


Bifoꝛe the theuys fe map and pep 
DcnertioGateſut ode asg 
A futle grete bryngzeꝛ oute of beſpneſſe 
A grete amendez ehe of ſapience 
Tobin that tahitli it in pacience 
Poue rte is this af tiouꝶſ it ſe me efenge 
Poſſeſſiouy that nomay worde (fadlp afentſe 
Pouerte ful ofte Way a may isfoW 
Mahiti his god and eke him ſelf tohnoWe 
Poueꝛte a ſpectahył᷑ is as thynhith me 
Through wi iche ie ma y fis Serzp frendes ſe 
And therfoze ſiz ſithey tie rin pe br greur d 
Df mp pouerte let me nomote be reprenpd 
Now ſ12 there as of ełde pe repzene me 
And certis ſir though none auctozpte 
were in the boke pe gentylles of Fonoure 
Sap tlat men ſholde ay olde wight fanoure 
und clepe it fade fox theire gentykneſſe 
And auctoures ſgjał gj fynde as i geſſe 
No di there as pe ſap g am foute and olde 
Thay drede ye nat tobe made cochofde 
ſoz fpkthe elde and foule ſo mot i the 
Been grete wardeyns Spoy chaſtite 
But nathetes ſitfeyJ hnow poure defpte 


ſtalk fut fylle poure wozkdlp 
e now quod ſte one of gabe twep 


And be to you a true fumSfe wpf 

And neuiꝛ pou diſptea ſe in alle my kyf 
Oꝛ elles pe ſhaf bane me and fepre 
And take youre auenture of tie tepeyre 
That to youre fouſe ſbacde Bicauſe of me 
Oꝛ iy ſome othez place may Wele be 


The wyfof bade Cu 


Now cees Whethez that pe kyketſ 
Soba i apſrim and ſphetf 
But at fe ſapd in this ma nere 


ae ie 


Keel ae berate elt 
and mooſt Fonoure to you an | 
do no foxce tle whethez of the to 
put as you fpheth it ſuffiſetſi tome 
TlayfaveJgote of you — fie 
Zittey (ma cheſe and gouerne pou as met; 
pe certis wpf quod be g holde it foz the Beſt 
dye me quod ſte we be no lengere Wrothe 
#02 by my troutije wol be to you Bothe 
That is to ſap bottje fapre andeh ehe gode 
I ne Bode 
But q to pou wi bp gode and true 
act Ws w »f ſitfey the woukde was newe 
ebnete tomozode adfapre to ſene: bo 
as any lady empreſſe oꝛ quene 
That lebekwicte eſte and the weſt 
Doth with my kyf and deth as 
nd : apde w6 it was da 
nd then an 
Caſt bp the curteyy totefioditis_- 
Ind whan the Angi ſawe derety al this 
— ifs fofapre mes a ſo pon —_ 
'021 nt he Armes 
Biserte wasBathed in Bache of Bfis 
125 — 
eue n 
Chat — do Gim ge oꝛ kykyngz 
nd thus thep kyue bato - oa 


pe kyſt 
ſtep te tyl it was mozoWe gray 


b and parfpte fope andſeſberiſteVoſende 


Pure hooſt thayſpate a ſire pe ſhotde be hende 
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 Buſbondes mehe yong andfreſſſe abedde 
And grace to ouirtyue them that we wedde 
And ehe n pray Jeſus ſſoꝛt theite tyxues 
That wol nat be gouerned hy the ire wyues 
And olde und angry nygardes in di ſpence 
Gao ſende them ſone a very peſtifence 


Bere endith the take of the wyf of Batße 
and here begynneth the Freꝛes prologue 


Nis noble kymytoutre this woꝛthy freꝛe 
Be ma de afWwep a mane? louryng chere 
V pon the ſompnoure hut for fon 
No bpkepns Wozde as pet toljtty ſpahe he 
But at tle faſt fe ſayde vnto the wyf 
Now dame quod he god yene pou right gode lyf 
ye haue here touched alſo moot (J thee 

In ſcoke matere a ful re te diſtien 
pe haue ſapde moche gode tiyng right wete q ſep 
But dame as ere as pe rpdey by the way 

Vs nedith nat to ſpeke but of ga me 

Andkete auctoꝛiters on goddes na me 

To prechyntz and to ſcole of ckergye 

and if it phe vnto this companxß 

wol you of a Sompnoure tek a game 

Parde ye may wefe hnoWe by the name 

That * ſonnoure map no gode be ſayde 
pray that none of yon be euyt appayed 
ſompnoure is a rynneꝛ bp and doun 

with maundmentes foꝛ foꝛnytacioun 

And is y bete at euery townes ende 


t 


. | 


andcurteys as a man of poure 
com . ale 


doiche — — 


and his office g ſFalfe him telle 
— I ſtialle im 9 


aunſwerde peas 
and ae hol fade inthe fr 
Tele foꝛth youre tale mpyoWne mayſteꝛ dere 
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e 


To 9 8 925 
Of d ſury and ehe of ſpmonpe alſo 
But cer lichou 20 rf — _ 
tlacctey Were tiene. 
pf arp perſon Be chewplaynr, * 5 
Trepe e 
—— 


Rylom ther was 


To techie him to foure and twenty moo 

foꝛ thoutth the ſompnoure wode were as an hart 
To telle his hartottrye J wol nat ſpare 

ſfo2 we be oute of his cozrecciouy 


Tjhep haue of is noJuriſdictiou 
He neuir ſtafke terme of alke theirekpnes | 
Petyr ſobe women of the ſtyuys 


uod the ſompnoure. put oute of oure cure 
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wit mpſcaunce and wit ſauenture 
dee eee is tale 
2 
ee 3 
This fals theef is ſompnoure quod the frere 
fad alwey ba lwdes redp to lis onde 
is any ha whe is to the kure in E ngelonde 
That tolde him alle the ſecre that tiep hne we 
for tleire ac —— was nat come of ne we 
They ber his approueꝛs prpuek 
tobe him ſelf a grete profet therby == 
is mayſte : hne we nat al wer What fe Way 
bitfoutey maundementes a leude may 
he toude ſompne on pepne of criſtes curſe 
Ind they — x oꝛ to fyllen his purſe 
and make him grete feſtes at the nale 
And rift as gudas llad purſes ſmale 5 
2 1" 9 or HR 5 
mayſteꝛ ha ti But half his duete ga 
basif 3 ſhal peue him histaude 
a4 Sompnoure and ehe a baude 
ſebabde che We nches at bis retenue 
Dien r Hue 
Oꝛ Jacke oꝛ Rauf oꝛ Who ſo that it were 
„ them they tolde im in his ere 
Thus were the wenchys and he of one aſſent 
unde wolde fet a feyned maundment-o' 
ud ſompne tlem to dbechaptrebatte two „„ 
— dd ONE BencE $a | F 
an Wolde he ſap frende q ſhat foꝛ thy ſake 
Do ſtrphe the — of oure kettres bla -4 
Tle thez nomoꝛe as in this caas trauapfe = 


E thy frende there map the auapłe 


— — 


The frreres Tale 


Certayn ſe hne e of 6ryboures many mo 
Thay poſſible is to tełle in petes two 
Foꝛ in this woꝛlde nys doe foz tie bo we 
That can an hurte dere from ay hole knowe - 
Bettre thay tis Sompnoure hne we a ſtygl 
Oꝛ auoutrez oꝛ efres any pa ra moure 
And foꝛ that was the frute of alle ſis rent 
Therfoze oy it he ſette ale his entent 
And ſo befpt that onys Spoy a day 
This ſompnoure was euir wa 
Foz to ſompne ay olde wyf a re 
—— e ſoꝛ he haue a bryGe 
t happed that he ſa we bifozy him ryde 
A gay ye man 5ᷣndre a foꝛeſt 5 
A bole he bare and arowes brittht and hene 
Ne hadde bpoy him a courtpye of grene 
ay hat Spoy ſis jede With ſtrenges blake 
Si quod the ſompnouretapfe and wele y take 
welcome quod he and euerp gode fela w 
whydre rydeſt thou vndre this grene wode ſhaw 
Saide this pomay wylt thou ferze to day 
This ſompnoure aunſ werde and ſapde nap 
Here faſt by quod he is myn entent 
To ryden foꝛ to ryſe bp ak the rent 
That fonttith no to mp fozdes duete 
Art thou than a Gailfe, pe quod be 
He ne durſt foꝛ delony and ſſame 
Sap that fe was a ſompnoure ſoꝛ the name 
Pepardeuy quod this pemay dere Grotfez 
Thou art a baiffe and Jama note: 
(am nh noben noW in this countre 
Of thyn acquepntaunce than i pray the 


kyclour 


bis pray 


Andehe of brederſode if that thoulyſt 


The ffreres Take 


ſaue holde and ſpkuez in mp chyſt iN 
that the Fappith to come in oure „ 
at ſbalbe thpy rigijt as thou wykt deſire 
Gramercy quod eſis Sompnoure hy mp 
F ueriche in otfers honde his trout tie 
#oz to be ſwoꝛne brethery tpk they den 
Ydaliaunce they ryde foꝛth and pie g 
This Hompnoure Wljiclſe was ful of gantetis 
ds ful of vdenym been theſe Berzp anglis 

zndeuir enquiryng vpon euerp thing 

Prothez quod he Where is noWe youre duellyng 

Inothez dap if that j ſdal pou ſeche 
This pomay him aun ſwerde with ſoft ſpeche 
Brother quod he feꝛ in the nozth countre 

ert as q hope ſomtyme ij ſhjal the ſe 

D: we departe i ſhak the ſo wele wps 

That of my lou ſe ne ſhalt thou neuir mps 
Lob Srothez quod this Sompnoure ij pou prap 
Theche me wh iles we ryde by the wa 
Zithey that ye be a Bailey and ſo am) 
dome ſubtelte and tellith me feiti fully 
Y mpy office jou J map mooſt wynne 
nd ſparith nat foꝛ conſcience ne ſpnne 

but dere brotſieꝛ telle me hol do ye 
om by my trouthe dere brother ſapde le 

de) ſcat tef the a feytiful tale $44 
Vp wages Ge ful ſtreyt and fuk ſmale 

fozde is harde to me and daungerous 

Ind mpy office is ful la bourous 

ind therfoꝛe Gp extoꝛ ſiouns J{pue 5 
ſaſoth g take alle that men wol me peue 

Nate by ſeigit 02 by Spotence N 
pere to pere j wynne alle my dyſpence - 


| Heay 

Now certis quod the 
ſpare nat to tahe god it 
— toheup os to orte 
t ma 
Nomoze AY that haue 
Nere my extoꝛ ſioun i mytit nat kyuey 

Ne of ſuche iapes wol g nat be ſiyruyn 
ge ne ——— — 

re ryftefaders euerichone 
we werte ipyodanddy ſeynt Jaye 
on Grothez tef me tp name 
Quod this Sompnourt in tis meane White 
This pemay(taq a tytet foz tof! 
. — he wykt thou — 2% 

am a feende mp duellyng 
Andere r pdeaSoure mp purcijaſ 
To Wptte if men wol peue me any 
To —— is the effecte of alle my — 
oke ſiou thou cydeſt far alle the ſeq ſameentent 
To Wpnne gode thea recheſt neuir Fo 
Rive ſo 29 ryde wol q now 
Vnto the woꝛldes ende foz a pray 
d quod the Sompnoure benedictte Wat pe fay 
—— been a yoman truly 
pe laue a mannys ſtappe as wele as 
Baue ye than a 17 nre determynat 
In helle there pe be in youre aſtate 
Nap certaynły quod e there Fane we none 
But whan ws fpizeth we can tahe Bs one 
— make —— 
5 tyme fphe a may and ſomtyme lyhe an a 

Oꝛ kxke ay aungel can Jrpde 02 4 78 


: * F, 
* & by a 
4 "4 
. 


o 


tis no wondre thyngz thou il beſo 

g douſye ioglou re can deſcepue tle 

And pa rde pet moꝛe craft can Jtfayfſe e 

diy quod the ſompnoure rpde pe tian oꝛ gone 

y ſondry ſllappe and nat arwey in one 

for we quod ge wol vs in ſuche fourme mame 

ds mooſt auayle is oure prapes foꝛ to tage 

bat makitij pou to haue alte this la boure 

wif many a cauſe leue ſir Sompnoure 

Sayde this feende but al thyng bath tyme 

Cee day is ſdoꝛt and it is paſſed pryme 

and yet ne gat J nothyng in this day 

dal intende to wynnyng if } map 

and nat intende oure Wyttes to deckare 

for brothez myne thy wpttes been alle to bare 

To onde rſtonde af og Itolde them the 

but foz thou aſt:itF why taboure we 

Foz ſomtyme we be goddes inſtrumentes 

and mea nes to do his comaundmentes 
way that him tyſt Spoy his creatuꝛes 

rſe acte and in dyuerſe figures 

te him we haue no mpttht certapne 

that him kyſt to ſtonde there ageyyy 

And ſomty me at oure prape2 haue we leue 

Onty the body and nat the ſoule to greue 

vytnes of Joh wHom we dyd wo 

and ſomtyme aue we mp{ht on both two 

This is to ſap on ſoule and on body eke 

Ind ſomtyme we be ſuffred foꝛ to ſeke 

po a may and do his ſoule Snreſt . 

ind nat his body and alte is foꝛ the beſt e 

Mane withſtandith oure temptaciouy It 

tisacauſe of lis ſafuaciouy 
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Al be it that it was nat oure entent 
He ſholde be ſauf by goddes iugt ment 
And ſomtyme we be ſeruaunt vnto may 
ds to the Archebiſſhop ſeint Dnuſtay 
And to the appoſtef ſeraunt ehe was 
pet telle me quod the ſompnoure 
Make pe youre bodies in ſuche wyſe alwey 
Of clementes, tie feende aunſ werde nap 
Somtyme we feynen and ſomtyme We arpſe 
with dede bodies in fete ſondry Wpſe 

And ſpche as reſonable fapre and were 

as the p5ptonpyſſe dyd to ſamuek 
And yet wol ſom mey ſap it was nat be 
do no foꝛce of youre dignyte 
But one thyng warne gj the J wol nat fape 
Thou wylt we te algates hold we be ſhhape 
Thou ſhaft here after warde my brothez dere 
Come Where it nedith nat of me to lere 

Fo thou ſqalt by thy, owne experience 
Conne in the chayre ride of this ſentence 
Dettp2 thay virgyle White be was on lyue 
Oꝛ daunte al ſo now let bs rpde 
Foz J wol holde company with the 
Tyk it be ſo that thou foꝛ ſahe me 
Nap quod the ſompnoure that ſſak nat betyde 
ama pemay that hnoWey am fut wyde 

Mp trouthe wol q holde to the as in this caas 
For thoutt5 were the deuyk ſathanas 
My trout} wol J holde to the my Brotfez 
As ij am ſſwoꝛn andeche of bs tyk otfez 
Fox to be true Grotfier in this caas 

And botbe we gone aGoute oure purchaas 
Take thou thy parte of that men wol the pene 


ASSg Sb 
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and 7 asse sep te bothetyue 

and if that any of vs Fane moze thay ottiez 

det him be true and parte it with bis brothez 
—— by mp fay 8 
and with that woꝛde they ryden foxth the wey 


and rit5t at an entre of a tounes ende „„ 


To whiche that Sompnoure ſqope him to wende 

They ſa we a carte that chaꝛged was With bey 

dice that a cartes droue foꝛ ti in the wey 

Deep was the wey for wiiche the carte ſtode 

This carte: ſmote and crpde as ie were wode 

7 bept hrok Hept ſcot ſpare pe for the ſtones 

The feende quod 3 Body and bones 

ds ferfoꝛtij as euir 

So moche wo as J tholed 85 

8 Jane forgot andhep 

exe ſal we haue a plex 

Ind nere the fende he dre we as naugft ne were 

2 and rolwvned in his ere 

— 5 mp —_ Gerkpy by (tp y 

nat ho wd the carte ſeytß 

oo anone foꝛ he hatſj pene it the 

Bothe hey and carte and eke his capulles thre 

Nap quod the deuyl god wote — dele 

tis nat his entent truſte me weke 

aſte him ſelf if that you troweſt nat me 

Oꝛ elles ſtynt a while and ton ſhalt ſe 

Nan chaked his hoꝛſe on the croupe 

nd they began to dra we and to ſtoupe 

* now quod ge that Jeſu criſt pou hles 

. Bothe moze andles 
as t t myn obne kyerde 

Jprap god ſaue the and ſexntlop e 


dan 


Fr — — 
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Nobis my carte oute of 
Fg 2 cent th 
Here map pe ſe mpy one dere brotfſez 
The cote ſpabe one thpntt and cout a notle2 


2 cariage 
— — t oute of the toun 
This ſompnoure to {ſis h᷑rotijeꝛ gan to roun 
Brottjez quod he ſjere an olde reheche 


2: CN _—_ n 
As fot to yeue a 
3 wot bares wee pro thug ee pd 


£2 j wol ſomone hez vnto oure office 
- pet god wote of her g hnowe no Bpce 
But foꝛ thou canſt nat as in thiscountre 
wynne thpcoſtes take here enſample of me 
This ſompnoure cłapyd at tie wpdowes gate 
Come oute hie ſo olde derꝛy trate 
d trobe thou haſt ſom preeſt oꝛ freze With the 
— rn we this Ty pf — 5 
od ſaue pou ſiz what is poure 
haue quod the ſompnoure of the a byk 
pon pepne 7 — that thou be 
To mozow bi tchedeh yns knee 
To aunſwere to the 


go q 
But J be dede ſo prycketß in mp ee 
May i nat aſhe a fpbef ſir Sompnoure 
And aunſ were there 6p mp proctoure 


To ſuche thyng as men wol appoſe me 
* 
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od the Sompnoure pay anon ket ſe 
Ewetf pens to me aud} wok the quyee | 
j ſeat no profet haue therby but lyte 
Py maſte2 (att the profet and nat) 
Come of andfete me ryde aſteky 2 
eue me twelf pens foz g map no lengere tarp 
CTwelf pens quod ſlje a lady ſeint arp 
So wy ſely me efpe oute of care ano ſynne 
Cliis wyde worde thoug gj ſhoe it wynne 
Lehaue i nat twefue pens within my holde 
re hnolbe wele that g am poure and olde 
Ppthe youre almes on me poure wretche 
My than quod fie the feende me feche 
FJtheevcuſe thou ſholde be ſpppe-— 
Alas quod wote gam nat in the pſt 
Pay me quod he oꝛ hy ſwete ſeint anne 
wol anone here a wey thp ne we pay 8 
for dette Whiche thou o weſt me of lde 
Nan that thou madeſt thpyhuſbonde cokeokde 
Jpapde at home foꝛ thy correctioun + 
Thou kyeſt quod ſte by mp ſaluacioun 
Ne was Jneuſz 02 no Wpdowe ne Þpf 
Jompned $nto poure courte in alle my lyf 
Ne neuiꝛ J was hut of my body true 
Vnto the deupk blahe and rough of ſe we 
Ind wee cody aud che mpy parine ako 
Ind wgan the deuyl herde her curſe fo - _ 
pon her knees he ſayde in this manere 
v mabyl myn oWne modre dere 
%this youre wyt in ernyſt as ye ſep 
The deupt quod ſte fe tte him oꝛ he dep 
and panne and al du che wol him repent 
Napolde ſtot that is nat myy entent 


adm 
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Quod the ſompnoure foꝛ to repent me 
Foꝛ any thyng that g haue hadde of the 
J wolde g hadde thp ſmoke and euery ckoth 
Now brotheꝛ quod the deuyl be nat wrote 
Thy body and this panne is myn bp rigiit 
Thou ſtakt to hełle with me pet to ny git 
where thou ſhalt hnole of oure prpuite 
More than a mayſteꝛ of diuinyte 
And with that wozde the foule feende lim hent 
Body and ſoule he Witt the deuyl went | 
where that theſe ſompnoures laue theire heritate 
And god that made aftez his pmage 
Mankynd. ſaue and gyde bs alle and ſome 
And keue that ſompnoures gode men become 
Coꝛdyntzes J coude telle you quod the frere 
Hadde J had keue foꝛ the ſompnoure here 
Afteꝛ the texte of criſt poule and ohn 
And of oure otheꝛ doctoures many one 
Suche peynes as youre ertes mygit agryſe 
af be it ſo that no tunge may j deuyſe 
Choutt6 that q mpttht a thouſand Wpntez tel 
The pepnes of that turſyd ouſe of helle 
But foꝛ to hepe Bs fro that curſed place 
Wahith and prapet6 Jeſu of his grace 

So hepe Ls fro the temptouꝛe Sathanas 
Berk neth this woꝛde he ware as in this caas 
Thelyoun ſyttetß in his wayte al wey 

To ſte the innocent if that ſe may 

Diſpoſe pe poure hertes ay to Withſtonde 
The feende that wol make yon th ral and Gonde 
He map nat tempte you ouiꝛ youꝛ mygt 

Foꝛ criſte wol ge youre cha mpyon and knptthe 
And pray tbe ſompnoure him repent 
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Of tiompſdedyoox diebe deaptlinſenne 


enditſ the Freres tale 
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Vpon this freze is hert was ſo wode 

That fphe ay aſpen leef ge quote for ire 

koꝛdynges quod he one tlpug J deſire TT 

gon be ſeche of poure cuirteſpe 

Hithey pe haue ferde this fatſe freze lye 

as ſuffretf me * tafe tek 

This frere Goſtith that he anowitß hee 

and god wote that is lytel wondre . 

Frezes and feendes bern ful kytel a ſondre 

for parde pe aue erde ofte tyme tet 

＋7 — a — —— was tobelke 
p! onys Up duo e 

and as ay aunttef led him Bp and donn 


Ofotheꝛ fofhe he ſalve pnough ty wo 
Ynto the aungel ſpake this freze tfo 
Now ſiꝛ quod be haue frezes ſuche a grace 
That none of them ſtalk come iy this place 

pes quod tHe aungel many a mpſfiong 
And Snto ſathanas be kedde him douy — 
And now hath ſathanas ſuche a tapfe 
Brode ꝛ than a Carꝛyke is the ſaxte a 
Hotde Bp thy tayle thou ſathanae qued ſe 
She we fo ih thy ers andlet the freze ſe 

Where is the neſt of freꝛes in this place 

and oz that a furtong were of ſpace 


n 
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Toſ®e\ve Fim the tozmentes that were tiere 
ſy a? the pface ne ſa we ſe nat a freie 
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And cam agapn as faſte as they 1 


His ſpyrite god reſtoꝛed of his grace 


So was the deuytles «rs ap iy his mynde 


r | 
Oute of the deuylles ers tliey gan drpue 

C wentp thouſand frezes 09 a route 
und t{rouffh oute helle ſÞarmpd alle a Bont 


And into his ers they crepte 
He dypped ageyn bis tayte and lay ſpl 
This freze jan he kohe d had his | 
Yopy the tozmentes of this ſoty pkace 


Ynto his body agayn andhe a woke 
but nattefcs for fe it pee he quote 


Tbay is ic his he titag of very hynde 
God ſaue pou at ſaue tilis cut fre ꝛc 
My prokottue wol gj ende iy this ma nert 


Here endith the ſompnoures profoſſne 
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2ert If inet] the Sompnonres 
[Fs ther is in poꝛhe ſipre as 7 ge ſſe 


Ger dent a reaboute - 
ideke to it is no doute 
Hat on a dap this freze 


Jacht 1 "ab 
ſoot 50 8 


a dedcty | 
is honoured 
©d and deuoured 


i to de peuen 


He 1 
. quod ſje the ſoutes 
ful harde it is witt ſeſſbone and oules 
To be y cla wed oꝛto bi une oz bake 
Wed ſpede pou faſteſp fox iſtes ſabe 
und whan this freze bad ſayde al his entent 
bitg qui cum patre fozth his wep he went 


He went his way nokenttere wolde he reſt 
bith ſcrippe and typped ſtaf y tucked hye 
Heuery houſe he gan to poure and prpe 

nd begged mele and cheſe 02 eklescon 


— 
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eoüntre that calfedisbolderneſſe 


day fokte in t e cirche had peue Wat them leſe 
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pepre of tabkes of ckene purzp = 
8285 poyntet᷑ p pokiſſted 
ET 
e tat yaue 

A ſhaunce that fe wode foz them 
peue bs a aſſt wt mateorrey 
A goddes hy rtet᷑ oꝛ a hee 
Orelles bat you kx LE 
A goddes half 3 
© peue Bs of pouze Fraune 
- —＋ ofy poure —— 

ure ſuſtre dere lo heze uke fer 
Bacon 02 beef oz ſuche thyng 
a ſturdy ha ilot went — ax Bey 
That was theire 6028 and be ba 
And what men pane him tepde it on li 
7 Nets — at the doze anc 

playneda na mes eaericyc 
That N in his tabl 
He ſeruyd them with npftes and With kee 
Nap there thou tyeſt 7 quod {e freze 
Peaſe quod oure hooſt for criſtes mod x dert 
Tef forth thy tale and ſpare it nat a« itte 
So thryue J quod the ſompnoure ſo g ſtat 
So long he went from houſe to houſe that fe 
Cam to ay houſe there he was wont to he 
Refreſſipd more than in an hundretſj places 
Sehe kay the gode may Whos the pface is 
Bedred Bpoy a couche folbe he lay 
Deus hic quod he o — dap 
Sayde this freꝛe curteſkp and ſofte 
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Thomas quod fe god pelde pou fuk ofte 
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His fla we da tf typppd idle ö 1 
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36aue on this benclſe y fare ful wete 
gere haue i etyn many a merp mefe = 
and fro the bench e droue a wey tie cat 
and leyde a doun his potent and his hat 

und eke his ſcrip and ſet him ſoft a doun 
His fela we was go walken in to the toun 


were as he ſhope him that nyglit tolye 
O dere mayſtez ſapde this ſeke mag 
Kol haue pe farey ſithen Marche began 
ſabe nat pou this 
God wote quod he La boured haue 
Ind ſpecialty foꝛ thy ſaluacioun 
haue j ſayde many a precious oꝛiſoun 
and foz oure otheꝛ frendes god them bleſſe 


And ſayde a ſermoy to my lewde wytte 
Nat afteꝛ the pleyn texte of holy wrytte 
ft it is herde to you as q ſuppoſe 
Ind ther foꝛe tel j you alle the gloſe 
Gloſyng is a fuk gloꝛious thpng certayn 
For lettre ſteeth as we clerkes ſapy 

There haue q tauttht them tobe cheritable 
und ſpende their 
Ind there J ſa we oure dame Where is ſhe 
pondre in the yeꝛde J tro that ſhe be 


Sayde this man and ſhe wol come anon 


I mayſteꝛ welcome be pe by ſeint John 
Zapde tis wyf. bow fare pe herte x 
This freze arpſeth vp fuk curteſiy 
indferenGraſith in his aꝛmes narowe 


and hyſſith bez ſwete and chirhyth as a ſparowe _ 5 
dit his kippes. dame quod he riuht welle 


Forth wich is kane iy to Hat fhoſtern 


fourtnytht ne moꝛee 


_— 


aue this dap been at youre chirche at meſſe 


gode there it is reſon⸗ be 
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hed be at ſouke andlyf. 
vet ave Inerto dap fo fapre a wyf * 
n alle the chirche ſo god ſaue me 


ſte quod 


wyl with ſpebe a fptef throwe 
* e curatoures dann eule dhe and to 
To gropeg tenderly a mannps conſcience 
In ſuryfte and in prechyng is my dilygence 
And ſtudye on petyrs woꝛdes and pouſes 
wache and fyſſhecriſtey mennys ſoutes 
To pelde ge ſus criſte is propre rent 
To ſprede his woꝛdes is alle myn eutent 
Nobb by youre leue dere ſtr quod ſte 
Chydeth him wele foꝛ ſeint charite 
He is ay ang as is a pyſmyꝛe 
Though that he ſiaue af that he can deſyre 
Thouſf J np om and — him warm 
And ouiꝛ ſ im key myleg an arme 
He (tronetl ehe = thin oure ſty 
Ocheꝛ diſpoꝛte of him rift none Fauc (3 
J map nat pfeaſe him in no mane: caas 
O Thomas je bous dy thomas thomas 
This makith the fer nde this muſt be amended 
fre is a tijyng that hig god offended 
And Gerfore wol J ſpehe a worde 02 two 
Now ma yſteꝛ quod the wyf 02 that gj go 
what wyk pe dame J wyt go ther aboute 
Now da me quod he ie vous dp ſauns doute 


nau of a capoy hut tfefpuez : 

— Yom Wee Ord Guts Herne 1 

and afteꝛ that a roſted pygges lde „ 

But i ne wolde fox me that no beſt were dede 
Thay hadde g with pou Foolky ſuffiſaunee 
dam a man of fptefſuſtenaunce 
Pp ſpyrite fath lis offryng in the byble | 
Pp body is ay ſo redp and . — . 
To wake that mp body is ful diſtroped 
| e. 

2 ; 


Though my counſeyt᷑ frendfp 
By god nde Cane kabel but a fee 
Ind ſir quod ſhe one woꝛde oꝛ g go 
Jeane is dede within theſe wohes two 
aftez that pe went oute of this touy 
his deth ſa we Jby reuefaciouy Es 
Sayde this freꝛe at home in oure doztoure 
daꝛ wele ſap that within half ay oure 
After his deth J ſa we him boze to biys 
Yny p iſyoun ſo god mp ſoule wys 
Zodpd oure Sexten and oure fermere: 
That haue Ge true freꝛes this fyfty pere 
They may noW god be thanked of his lone 
ben theire gubile and vaſt py al allone 
And dp roſe dnd — oure couent 4 
manp a tere tryllyng on oure chehe. 
ditfouter nopſe and daterpug of belles 
Te deum was oure ſontt and nothyng elles 
Zone aftez to criſte g bad an holy oꝛyſoun 
Thanhyng him of mp gode reuelacioun 
Fo2 ſir and dame truſtith me right wele 
Oure 02pſouns Been moꝛe effectuek 


and moꝛe we ſe of criſtes ſecrat thynges 
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'Thay koꝛet peopłe ak Be 


hyntzes 
we lyue in pouerte and iy nee 


And Borek folkhe in riches and diſpence 
Df mete and e and in fouke 

we haue the woꝛldes kuſt ak iy de ſpytt 
La ʒaꝛ and diues lyue den ful dyue 
And dyuerſe guerdone hadde they therbp 
who ſo wol pray muſt fa ſte and be ckene 
And fatte his ſoule and make his body kene 
we fare as ſapth tfappoſtef oth and fode 
Suffiſeth vs thoutth they be nat fut gode 
Tie cken neſſe and the faſtyng of bs freies 
Mabit6 that criſte exceptith oure pꝛayers 

Co moyſes fourty dates and fourty nyttli 

Fa ſtyd oꝛ that god ful of his mpttht 
Spahe with him in the mount ſpnap 
witß empty wombe faſtyng many a day 
There reſcepued ge the ka we that was wryten 
with goddes fpn{ter. and Hely wele pe wetyn 
In the mount O ꝛeb oz he adde any ſpeche 
With higß god that is oure kyues leche 

he faſtyd long and was in conte mplaunce 
Aron he hadde the temple in gouernaunce 
And ehe the otheꝛ preeſtes euerichone 
Into the temple whan they ſholde gone 

To prape foꝛ the peopłe and to do ſeruiſe 
They nolde d · yuhe in no maneꝛ wyſe 

No drynhe taat mygſit them dronke make 
But there in abſtpnence to pray and wake 
Ceſt that they deyde take Fede What Jſap 
But they be ſobre that for the people pray 
Where that I ſap foꝛ it ynouſhj ſuffiſeth 
Oure koꝛde ge ſu as ſoly wrytte deuyſetß 
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paue 6senſample of faſtyng and prayer 
Ther foꝛe we mendicauntes we ſely freꝛes 


To charyte humbleneſſe and abſtpnence 
To peꝛ ſeencion foꝛ enerp rigijt wyſneſſe 
To weppntt myſericoꝛde and tockenneſſe 


j ſpeke of 6s mendicaunt We frezes | 
Be to the high god moꝛe exceptable 
Clay poures 

fro pa radiſe firſt if J hal nat (ye 
das may oute cha ſyd foꝛ tis glotony 
undchaſt was man 


in paradiſe certapne 


aue no text of it as ſuppoſe 

But q fpnde a maneꝛ thyng of a gloſe 

Chat ſpecialty oure ſwete loꝛde Jeſus 
Spake this 6p frezes wan he ſayde thus 
Ryſſed be they that poure iy ſpyryte been 

Ind ſo foxes alte the goſpel may pe ſeen 

2 it befphez to oure pꝛofeſſioun 
D:fepres that ſwymme in poſſeſſiouy 
#p 09 theiꝛ pompe and theire (fotonp 
Ind of theire fewdnes g them deffye 
Pe thynke they be phe Jommay 
fat as a Wſafe and walke kyke a ſwan 
U bynolente as a bottek in the ſpence 
Theire prayer is of ful kytet reuerence 


ko but they ſey coꝛ meum eructauit 
dio folowi th criſtes goſpet and his foꝛe 
out we that humble be chaſte and poure 


Been weddyd to pouerte and tocontynence = 


Ind ther foꝛe map pe ſe that oute prayers — 


with youre feeſtes at youre table 


Butferhey now Thomas What J ſtatte ſayn 


day thep fox ſoukes ſap the pſakm? of dauid 


hers of goddes Woꝛdes and nat auditoures 


— 
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. 75 wy 3 
p ſpryngith in the aper o pꝛapers 
Of deritable and caſte beſy frezes + 
Mahyn them ſours to goddes eris two 
Thomas thomas ſo moot Jrpde oꝛ go 
And hy that fozde that clepyd was ſeynt due 
Ne thou our hrotheꝛ were ſhokdeſt thou nat thrpue 
fot in oure chapitre prape we dap and ny(tht 

To criſte to ſende the bothe helti and myxglit 

Thy body foꝛ to welden ful haſtely 

God Wote quod he therof no thyng fele J 

As befpe me god as in fe wwe peres 

Raue ſpended oy 15 dpuerſe freꝛes 


ful many a pounde pet fare Jneuiz the bet 
Certapy mp (todefjaue g al mooſt beſette 
Fare weke mp golde fox it is alke ago 

The freze aunſwerde o thomas doſt thou ſo 
What nedith the . frezes foꝛ to ſiche 
what nedit6 jim that ha th a parfyte leche 
To ſechen other feces in the tony | 
poure inconſtaunce is poure confuſiony 
Holde pe thay me and ehe al oure couent 

To pray foꝛ pou be nat ſaufficicient 
Thomas that iape is nat woꝛtſi a myte 
poure małady is foꝛ We haue tołyte 

A peue that couent foure and ttenty grotes 
And peue that couent aff a quarteꝛ otes 
And peue that freꝛe a pen andlete him go 
Nap nap Thomas it may nothyng be ſo 
What is a fertfprt worth parted on twekue 
Lo eche thyng that is onyd in them ſelue 
ls moꝛe ſtronge than wo an it is ſhatred 
Thomas of me thou ſtjalt nat be flatred 
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Tou wolde ſt aue ourefaBoure al for nou ligt 


The bins god that ak this worde bath rouge 


Zapth that the wozh man is wort dis hire 
Thomas of poure treſoure naugiit wot 
is foz my ſekf but that af oure couent 
To prey foꝛ poa be ap ſo diłigent 15 
ind foꝛ to holde Bp criſtes oy ehirche 
Thomas if pe wol kerne foꝛ to wyꝛche 
Of byldyng bpoy chürches map pe fynde 
it be gode in Thomas kf N | 
pelpe here ful of angre and of ire 
Þich lw iche the deuyk ſet youre lierte on fpre 
ind chyden here this holp innocent 
route wif that is here ſo mee and pacient 
ud tie r foꝛe thomas trowe me if thou lyſt 

N ſtꝛyue nat with thy wyf as fox the beſt 
Tang ſc tengo Wnt the wf 

ng t e 
dithiy <p houſe ne be chen no — 25 


Ne make thpy acque ntaunce nat to fie 

ind thomas pet eft ſones warne g the 
beware of heꝛ that in tiiy Soſom ſtepiſtʒ 
bare fro the ſerpent that ſo ſteky crepith 
Pndre the (traſſe aud ſtyngitſ ful ſubtelly 
beware mp ſonne and herbyn pacientfp 


Now ſitgen ye haue ſo holy a meke tpf 

Wat — you ONE mahe ſteyf 

Der nys J wps wo ſerpent ſocrueſle 

day a may treddi 

Wa bomay is whay ſte hath caught ay pre 5 
31 


deſire 


Tothp ſubttettes do thou noon oppre ſſioun ? 


That twenty thouſand men haue oſt theirkpues 
Foz ſtryuyng with thetz femmannps their wyues 


dpoy his tapte ne hatf ſo fee 
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..._.. Indtothe firſt hngt right thus ſpahe Ge 
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f the bpnit of leupy. 


That my tale ſyolde laſt tyt the mozoWwe 
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Und ful abhompnabie to 
2 to him — — * — 

is euer a2 02 parſoun 
3 ſap how ireengendrethlompeide | 
re in ſoth the evecutoure is of 
Jcoude of ire ſap right moche ſoꝛol 


And therfoze pray ij god hotne dap 1 
That to an iꝛous may god ſende lptek 
It is grete harm and certis gꝛete pyte | 
To ſet an irous may iy lligi degret 
w Rilom thez Was an irous poteſtate 

ds ſapth ſenthe. that duryntz his aſtate 
pon a dap oute rpdey knygtites two 
andas foꝛtune Wotde that it was ſo 
Chat one of them cam home that otfez nouiillt 
Anone the hnytht afoze the iuge is brouttht 
That ſapde thus tou haſt thy fekowe ſta ne 
Foz Wbhiche q deme the to deth tertay ne 
and toa notheꝛ knpgtt comaunded be 
Golede him to the de ti g charge the 
And happyd as they went bp the wey 
Towarde the place wheze he ſholde 


Thee hnyght cam Whiche men — dede 


Than thougijt they it were the beſt rede 


To lede them bothe to the tutte agayn 


They ſayde koꝛde the hnyght is nat ſkapy 
Nis feka we he ꝛe he ſtont hole a lyue 

pe ſqat be dede quod he ſo moot i thrpue 
This is to ſep Bothe on t wo and th re 


fe Sompnoures Take 


dampned tie tion muſt afttates be dede | 
— thou al ſo muſt wage ty rhe ate ie 
#o: thou art cauſe ij thy feła we dyetß 
and to the thridde hnygiit ritifit thus he ſeyth 
Thou haſt nat do that ij comaunded the 
and thus he dyd do them ſte al thre 
Rus Cambpſes was ehe dronkfew 

and ay detyte dim to he a ſire lde 
and ſo befpk a loꝛde of lis menye 
. 
Sapd on a twixt hem ſelf right thus 
— is loſt if ie be cant Sictous 
Cbere is many an eye and many an ere 
Awaytyng on a loꝛde he wote nat Where 
and dronuneſſe is ehe a foule recoꝛde 
Of any may and namely of a loꝛde 
Foz goddes loue drynkith moꝛe te mperatly 
bpne mahitſ i a may to leſen wrerhydey 
fs mynde and eke his lymmes rue richoue 
The reuerſe ſtake thou ſe quod ſie anone 
und preue it by tlyn olvne experiente 
That Wpne ne doth to folke ſuche offence 
Ther is no Wpne bereupth me my mpttfit 
Df honde of fote ne of myn eyen ſittht 
Ind foꝛ deſppte fe dranhe moche the moꝛe 
u hundreth part thay he dyd bifoze 
Ind rigit anone this prouscurſed wreche 
This hnygijtes ſonne leet Bifozy him fetche 
Comaunded (it he ſhol de bi foꝛn him ſtonde 
und ſodenky he toke his bo we in honde 
ind pp the ſtryng he pulled to his ere - 
and with ay arole he ſtough the chitde there 
Nd whithez laue J a ſyheꝛ ſonde 02 5 1 5 | 
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be is at my mytiit and mp atone 
th Wpne bereupd me mpyepey 
wat ſhołde J tette the aunſWere of the ny 
Nis ſone was ſleyn ther is no moꝛe to ſap 
Be wa re therfoze it loꝛdes ſoꝛ to plep 
Syngetſ and() ſtale if can 
But if it be Snto a poure may 

Toa poure man men ſtolde ts bpces telle 
But nat to a loꝛde though tie ſholde go to ek 
fe Dſjras Cyrus that iche perciey 

| NHoWdiſtroped he the rpuez of gyſen 
For that an hoꝛſe of his was drepnt theriy 
Whay that fe went babiton f oz to Wynne 
Ne made that the rpuez was ſo ſma 
That men mpttht ryde oꝛ wade ouir af 
Lo what ſapd he that ſo Welle teche can 
Ne be no fela we tonoaytrous may 
Ne with no wode may walke bp the wey 
Leſt thou repente J wol noferthez ſep 
Now thomas leef Grottjez teue thpy ire 
Thou ſhalt me fpnde as iuſte as a ſquire 
Holde nat the deuylles hnyf ap in thpy ſerte 
Thpy angre doth the af to ſoꝛe ſmert 
But ſte we to — 7» 
Nap quod the ſene man By ſeint Spmoy 
g haue be ſhrpue this day of my curate 
haue him tolde al hooly myn eſtate 
ft nedith nomoꝛe to ſpehe of it ſapde he 
But if itfp{ of mpy te 
peue me than of thy gode to make oure 
Sapdbe foꝛ many a muſhke and many an opſte: 
wan otijeꝛ men haue been fut weke at eaſe 
Haue been oure food oure ckopſtex for to repſe 
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and pet god wote vnneth oure fundament 
Durfourmedis n 
Ter is nat a tle 
hygod weolde ftp 
odd helpe thomas 
Oꝛelors muſt we oure bokes ſelle 

and if men lache oure predicacioun ; 
Tay goth the woꝛlde al todiſtructiony © 
foz 60 ſo wol fro this woꝛlde Bs bereue 
do god me ſaue thomas bp youre leue 
ße wolde bereue oute of this Woꝛlde the ſonne 


within oure wonx 
— 17 


| for who can teche and Wozke as we konne 


d, 
$02 hefpſe 
Hane — be that fynde 7 of recoꝛde 
ycharite y thanked be oure loꝛde 
ow thomas hefpe foꝛ ſeynt charite 
und doun anone he ſitt tt on is knee 
This ſekhe man we xt np wode for ire 
He wolde that the freꝛt lad be a fyre 
ro yr — 0 10 
as profeſſioun 
Quod he — map — 4 none dier 


eoure dame oure lettre and our ſele 
No wele quod he and ſom what ſhal q eue 
Pnto youre hoty couent White J leue 
ind in thy honde tou ſhalt it ha ne anone 
Oy this condicion andotheꝛ none 
Vat thou departe it ſo my dere Grothe: 
That euery freze haue aſmoche as otfez = 


Dis ſcate tfou ſwere on tfp profeſſiouy 


e of oure chirche fuk pauement 


or him thatharoWed gelte 5 1 


pe ſapme thus 6ou that q am poure rote: 
LO SO TAL TLRRYE ee UYLt ek = 
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witfoute fraude oꝛ | 
q ſwere it quod the fre ze dpon mp 
And tler with af fis Fonde ty Co Feng 
o lere mp feytij in me ſhalhe no kacke 
Thay put thy hond adouy rift by my Backe 
Sapde this may and grope weke de 
' Bpneth mp buttoke there ſtiakt thou fynde 
à ting that Jhaue hpdde in prpupte 
d thought this freꝛe ttjat (tak go with me 
ona 
n hope foꝛ to fpnde there ſom 
and Whay this ſehe may felt this freze 
Aboute his towel gropyng here and there 
Amyd his onde he let the freze a farte 
Ther is nocapulł dra wyng iy a carte 
That myſt haue fet a farte of ſuche a ſoun 
The freze d ſtert as doth a wode lyoun 
A fals choꝛle quod be foz coches Bones 
This haſt thou in deſppte do fox the nonps 
Thou ſhake abye this fart if that q map 
His meny with that herde ſuche arza 
Come lepyng in and cha ſed oute the freze 
Und fozth be oth With a ful heuy chere 
And fet is feka we there as lay ts ſtoꝛe 
He loked as he were a wpfde Boꝛe 
und grynteth with the tethe ſo was fe wrothe 
A ſturdy paas doun to the courte he gotiſ 
Where as there woned a man of grete honoure : 
To Whome that he was al wey con feſſoure 
This woꝛthy may was loꝛde of that Vylkatte 
Cbis freꝛe cam as je were in a rage 
Where as this loꝛde ſat etynt at tle Bode 
Yuneth mpttfit the freze ſpehe one Woꝛde 


ee, 


N 
nedicite 


at the laſſ he ende 
toꝛde ga 


ylche 0 35 


dat freze 
Jſe wele ſ 
ä Y ad ef ſjat greue is 
and tek me poure greue 
ate ſat be amended if that (J map 
haue —_— fad a deſppte 5 to da 
f oure 
2208 Gi tee ther n - 
That fie nolde haue abhomynacioun 
Df that q haue reſcepued iy the touy 
and yet ne — me notſiyng ſo ſoꝛe 
As that the ofde Foake with Cocks Hoze 
ſeems fath oure ſioly couent ehe 
Not mayſtez quod 12 
No mapſteꝛ ſir q 


n 


= eruptoure 


God tpheth nat tha men pᷣs calle 
Lothe z in . ne in 18 karge halle 
No foꝛce quod ſje hut tet me al youre greef 
Sir quod this freꝛe an odious myſchief 
This day betydde is to myn 02dre and me 


Of holy chi ꝛcde god amend it ſone 
ſtempe re you nat pe be my con feſſoure 


Thouttf J haue fa by ſcole at honoure 


in wüst unt; Wozkde is tlie TI 
the wode were fut of theups 


ps ſo poure aſe 


de you beſehe | 


a fopercouſequanayecpedeſre 3 
Sir quod the koꝛde we wote What is to done 


ebe the ſalt of the erthe and the ſauoure 


Fot goddes loue youi pacience nol holde 


oh haue herde bi foꝛn 1 wote wele what 
e 
Cxt᷑ ſhe had erde What the — lad ſ ayde 


Tet me youre greef. and he anone him tolde 
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modre quod ſhe this hliſſtd mapde 
e 
da me 
Fo that me elipntetſ quod ſte fo me ſpede 
5 ſap a choꝛte hath do a chozkes dede 
what {holde ſay godlet him neui the 
His ſehe hede is fulke of vdanyte 
bolde him in a mane: of a franſpe 
Madame quod he bp god q ſtat nat lpe 
But ij in any wyſe may oy tit) a bree 
G ſtal diffame him ouir alle where ij ſpebe 
That fats 6faſphemoure Wlicte that cartjedme 
To parte it that wof nat departedbe 
To euer p lyhe moche with myſchaunce 
The loꝛde ſat ſtytte as he were in a traunce 
And in his ſerte te roffpd Bp and douy 
hob that this choꝛle hath ꝓmagynacioun 
To ſhewe ſuche a probkeme to the freze 
Neuiz erſt oꝛ no herde g of uche a matere 
J cxowe the deupk put it in is mynde 
(Jy arſmetrphe ſtaf thez no man fynde 
Bi foꝛe this dap of ſuche a queſtiouy 
who ſdolde mabe a demonſtraciouy | 
That euery may haue fphefiis parte 
ds of a ſouy oꝛ of ſauoure of a farte 
O npce proude cthozke JſreWe his face 
Lo ſires quod tie loꝛde with garde grace 
who euiꝛ ſeꝛde of ſuche a thyng oꝛ now 
To euery man p phe tef me fo 
This is an ibfe it map nat be 
Ey npe choꝛle ttodfet him neuiꝛ the 
The rombłyng of a farte andeuerp ſouy 
Nys but of the ayez reuerbezaciouy 


Er goddes 
gs ther 
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andeuirit waſtyth kyte and tyte awey 
— 

Mat lo mp hiozkefo pet how ſrewdly 

Vnto my confeſſoure to day he ſpake = - 
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ket him go hang him ſekf a deuyl we 
Now node —— ſqupe2 arte bode 


loꝛde quod ſje be pe nat eupl appa 

Jeonde tee fox gowpnectotte 

Rai 5 
that this fart ſholde euyn delyd be 


d 


mong you couent if ityhe ſp tete 


Tet quod the loꝛde and thou ſhalt haue anone 
a gowocfottie by god and by ſeint gohn 


bicfoute wynde os perturbyng of apex _ . 
ket bryng a carte Wheke rigtit into this halle 
Put ſotlat it laue the ſpohes at 

Tibeff ſpokes lia ti a carte Wee comonly 


Foz thertene is a couent as J(teſſe 

poure confeſſoure Feze foz his Wozthpteſſe 
parfouzme Bp the nombre of his couent 
Tan ſhaf they hnefe douy by one aſſent 

Ind to euery ſpohes ende in this manere 

fut ſadty fap noſe ſhal a free 
poure confeſſouz the2 god Him ſaue 
Nat gocde his noſe Sprittht Sndre the naue 


poure mete and let tle choꝛle go pley N 


That carued his mete and herde woꝛde by woꝛde 5 
Ofacke elle tpng of wüiche g Baue pou ſarde 


Pp loꝛde quod he whay ttjat the we dy: is fapre 


Ind bryng me thay twefue frezes woot pe whp 


Wan ſhe his choꝛte with bely ſtyf and tougit = 'S 


ga 
and ſet him oy the 


taGoure 


be y brouſjfe 
le right of this carte 
P pon the naue and mahe him let a farte 

And ye ſhal ſe õ̃pon peryl of my lyf 
By preef lohiche that is demon 


That tqually the ſo unde if it wok wende 


That i may bouche ſauf i ſap for me 


And ehe the ſt ynke oute of the ſpohes ende 
Sane that this woꝛthy may 


| confeſſoure 
Bicauſe he is a may of grete honoure 
Shat haue the firſt fruyte as reaſoy is 


The noble pᷣſage of frezes pet is this 


The woꝛthyeſt man of them ſtial firſt be ſerupd 
And certaynky he bath it weke deſe 
He bath to dap taught vs ſo moche 
with prechyng in the pulpet there 


ſtode 


He hadde the firſt ſmetle of fartes tire 
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He nis no fook ne no demonpahe 


And ſo wolde al his brethern ha rdely 
He berith him ſo fapre and ſo ſolyly 


Ahe loꝛd the lady and eche may ſaue the freze 


Sayd that Jankpy ſpahe in this matere 
As wele as Dupd oꝛ prottofome 

Touchyng the choꝛkes they ſayd ſubtelte 
And high wyt made him ſpeke as he ſpate 


And ganhyn bath y wonne a nee goun 


Sy tale is doon we be al moſt at the tony 
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The Cerhes pꝛotoꝶne of D venforde 
cenforde oure fooft ſayde 
a 


2 — and ſtyl as dotſi a mayde 
ma 
dere heb ſpouſed ſpttpnitat the Borde 
Thisdap ne herde of poure tonff a woꝛde 
trod pe ſtudpe aboute ſom ſopſſyme 
Þnt Sala mon ſapde that af thyng ſatſ tyme 
faz goddes ſake as be of gode og 
tis no tyme no b to ſt udpe here 
Tel ds ſome me ry tale by poure fey 
Foz what may is entred in to a 
He nedes moot in to the plep aſſent 
But precitt nat as frezes do in lent SID 
Tomabe bs foꝛ oure ofde ſpnnes wepe 
Ne that thy tale make Bo nat to ſcepe 
om n * 
poure tet mes poure cofoures and youre figures 
Nr chem iy ſtoxe tyt ſo be that peendye: * 
Nigh ſtyle as Whey men tu hyuges wryte 
$pehith ſo plapy at tlis tyme q you pray 
we may vönderſtonde What r 
n 


at 
142 woꝛtijy ckerhe benyngnely an 
Oſt quod he g am . 
e aue as now of ds the gouernaunte 
Ind therfoꝛe g ſFak do pou obepſaunce 
as fer as reaſoy aſhithhardefp 
of you tek a tale whiche that J 
kernyd at padowe of a woꝛthy cerhe 
Ws preupd is bp his woꝛdes and his werke 
he is no dede and nayled iy the cheſte 
Jprap to god pene bis ſoule gode reſt 
* 
is e e zphe ſwete 
Snfumpned al ptapke of poetrye 


ww 


u2e perde 1 


But as it were thet 


Pe mounte andof ſaluces the countre 
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Ae ages pltoſophye 
Oꝛka we oz other arte - 
deen a vl me eee * 

gyepe 
Sa yne af ſhal we dye 
But fozth to tef of this worthy may 
That taugfit me this tate ae ehh 
9 ſap tae et with ig trie dr enditet 
Oꝛ he the body of his tale Writeth x 
A profje — in wliche di ſcryue ti he 


And ſpehith of apertpy the hiffes 6 
That beey the — ade weſt tunGardpe 
Andof mount beſelus iy ſpecialke 
Where that the po oute of the wel ſmalle 
Tahyng bis firſt ſpryn{pn{andliis ſours 
 Thateſtwardeuizeacreſith iy his cours 
To emelp warde to ffertes and denyſe 
Tf which afontye&pny were todeupſe 
And truly as tomy iugement 
Me thynhith it a kong impe rtynent 
Saue that ſ im tyſt conue ye his mateze 
But this is lis tate as pe map he re 


enditß the prologue 
Kerrendie — wh 


andlere begynnecl Gio tat | 


Toe Clerkes tale of O ven foꝛde 
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” 
tere ie in the weſt ſpde of Jtaple 
— —— 

p abundannt of byta 
Were — toun and toure thou mayſt beffo!d 
That founded were in tyme of faders olde 
Ind many a nothe2 delytable ſittht 
Ind ſafuces this noble countre hittht 
a Marhes ſomtyme koꝛd was of that konde 
ds dere his woꝛthy efdres him bifoꝛe 
Ind obepſaunt ap redp to his honde 
dere affe his fiettes bothe ka ſſe and moꝛe 
Thus in delyte he (pued and hath doo yoꝛe 
Beloued and dradde through fauoure of fortune 
Bothe of his koꝛdes and eke of his comune 

Ther with he was to ſpehe of f\ynatte 
Cle gentylleſt y boꝛn of lumbardy 


fayre pazſon a ſtrong and yong of age 
und fut of honoure and of curteſye 
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Diſcrete ynontfffis countre ſoꝛ to ſ = 
1 ——— 
And was this yong loꝛdes name 
* me — — ar —— 
p tyme comyng what my gt dim betpde 
5 Bat onfits faſt preſent basatlichengüöt 
Zs ſoꝛ to haue and ghunte oy 7 
bee nptth alle othe z cu res lete he 
And eke he nolde and that was wozſt of af 
wedde no wyf foz outtfit that mygut be falfe 
Pnkrx that poynte his peopfe bare ſo ſoze 

That floh mele on a dap they to him went 
Andone of them that Wyſeſt was of koꝛe 


DOP Drekl'sthat the koꝛde wolde beſt aſſent 


JI dat the bettre aſhe of 
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That he ſholde tel him what his people ment 
DOꝛeles coude he ſheWe welt ſuche ma tere 
He to the marques ſayd as pe ſſjal here 
O nobtfe marques Le ra 
Aſſurett vs and peuett vs ha rdyne ſſe 
us ofte as tyme is of neceſſite 
That we to pou map telle oure heuyneſſe 
Acceptith noWkozd of pouz gentylnes 
That we with pptous fert Bnto pou plepy 
 Andfetponu erps nat mp Bopce diſdepy 
af haue Jnat to done ty this matere 
Moꝛe thay a notlhe2 may atf ty this pface 
pet foꝛ aſmoche as pe mp loꝛde ſodere 
Haue alſbey ſbeWed me fauouꝛ and grace 
pou a ſpace 
Of audience to ſge we oure requeſt 
And pe my koꝛd to do right as pou eſt 
Por certistoꝛd ſo wele Bsfpheth pou 
And al poure werke and euir haue dooy that we 
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coude nat oure ſekf deupſe Fon ook. 

— en Ir + 9 

Saut one thyng koꝛde if youre pk N 

That foꝛ tobe a weddpd may youkeſt 

Cray were youꝛe people in ſouerapne bertes 
Hole pe poure tjede vndre tie bliſfut pon 

Of ſoueraynte and nat of ſeruyſe 


Dliche that mey ckepith ſpouſapke oꝛ wedloke 
and thynkitſ loꝛde among youre wyttes wyſe 
Kolb that oure daies paſſe in ſondrp wyſe 
ſoꝛ though we ſlepe 02 wake rpnne 02 rpde 
zy ftye th the tyme it Wot nomay abyde 
and tfoutth youre grene pourhe ftoure ag pet 
ycrepith age as ſtylle as any ſtone. 
and de th manaſſtert euery age and ſmyte 
y eche eſtate ſoꝛ there eſchapith none 
Ind alſocertayn as we knoWe echone 
Chat we ſgjat dye and vncertayn we alle 
Bern of the dap whay det ſhal on Bs falle 
acceptith thay of Ss the true entent 
That pet neuiꝛ refuſedey youre heſte 
and we wol koꝛde if ye wol aſſent 
Cheſe you a wyf in ſtjozt tyme at te feſt 
Boz) of the gentylleſt and of th 


e meſt 
Of af ptafie ſo that it ougit ſeme 
Honoure to god and pou as i can de me 

Dekpueꝛ Bs oute of alte this beſy drede 
Ind tahe a wyf foꝛ High goddes — 
for if ſo be it be falle as god foꝛbede 
That th rougß poure deth youre lyne ſſofde ſlahe 
Ind that a ſtraunge ſucceſſouꝛe ſholde take 
pouꝛe heritage o Wo Were bs on lyue 
herfoꝛe we pray pou ſiaſteſy to Wpue 
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|  Thiatſebdeyt me is founde iy maziatte 
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de the ma rques herte foz toliaue 
| ke tboequodle mpyownep 8 


T othat i neuir erſt conſtrepne me 
g me reioſed of my tyberte 


There j was fre(} maſt be in ſeruage 
But natzheleſſe (5 ſe poure ttue entent 
And truſte $poy youre wytte and haue done ay 
wberfoꝛe of mp fre wyl ij wol aſſent 
To wedde me as ſone as euir q map 
But tteze as pe haue profezed me to dax 
Tocheſe me a wyf g you refece 
That choſe J pray pou of that profeꝛ ſece 
- Fox god it wote that children oft Been 
Y nfpte theire woꝛthjy elders them hi ſoꝛe 
Bounte comettj at of god nat of the ſtreen 
Of whiche they be gendred and pboze 
d truſte in goddes bounte and tyerfoze 
My maria ge and mpy aſtate and reſt 
I him betahe he map do as ſiim 
Lete me aſcone in che ſpng of my wpf 
That charge $poy my bake ij wyl endure 
But i pou pzap and charge bpoy tyf 
That wat wyf J take pe = 4 ure 
f map dure 


(jy wozde in Wezhe bot here andeuery wheze 
as ſqe an emperouzs doutthtez were 
And ferthermoze this ſhal pe ſwere that pe 


nxxenſt 
. Per fiche de hat neuiꝛ (trutche ne ſtryue 


oꝛgo mp lpberte 


At youre requeſt aseuiꝛ moot J thrpue 
Toeere as my ſerte is ſette there wol q wpne 
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and but pe wol aſſent in ſuehe manere 
Pprap pou ſpehith nomoze of tis matere 

G ee ndaſſentpy 
To alle this th 
ty $a. 
That he 


them a ce 


ifof grace of racer tht ey ney 
rtapn A 


Dffis ſponſapte aofontavenirlemay 


the peopke dredde 
wedde 


For yet al wey many of 
OI day ſi chem teſt 
(fraunte a as 
On whiche be wokde be weddpd ſikerty 
and ſapde he dyd at this at theire requeſt | 
And they with bumble entent buxomy 
Enelyng Spoy theire knees ful reuerentty 
him thanked alle and thus they laue an ende 
Of theire entent and home a * 
and herupon he toke his 
wege foe feſt fr topurucy 
And to his pryup hnpghtes quye 
themteßx 


Suche cha rge yaue as he kyſt 09 t 
und they 6 
andech+ of chen doch af dis difiſterce 
To do onto that feſt bitth reuerence 


Prima pars Griſitidis 


n R 

There 
n hi poure folhe of that 
Nadde their beſtes and theire herbpitatee 
Ind of thetre ka houre tobe theire ſuſtenaunce 
af CO ndaunce 


tc i 
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nat one Wight naß 


©. Nofkpcozonsfuſt was 


And ay ſhehept her faders lyf on loft 


Zs yhe rode on huntyng parauenture 


Tie Cferhes tale of Dyenfoade 


Among theſe poure folhe ther dueffed a may 
wf iche was y holde poureſt of they alle 
But hit god ſomtyme ſende can 
Bis grace into afptekoves ſtale 
Janpcofa men of that throwpe him cat 
d doug h teꝛ hadde he fapre ynougj to 
Und GZriſikides this yong mapdey 
But fo to ſpehe of bertuousBeaute 
Than was ſhe one the fapreſt ůndre ſonne 
And ful pouerty y foſtepd vp was 
roug 6ez derte y ronne 
But ofteꝛ of the welle than of the wyne tonne 
She dranhe and ſhe Wolde dertue pleaſe 
She hne we wefe ka boure but none pdfe eaſe 
But though this mayde ſo tendre Were of age 
yet in the breeſt of bez birttinpte 
There was enckoſed rype and ſadde coratte 


And in grete renerence of charite 


ger old poure fadre foſtryd ſhe 
à fe we ſbepe ſprnnyng 09 felde ſtſe hepte 
She wolde nat be pdce tpk ſhe ſtepte 
And wßan ſe hom warde cam ſe wolde brynt 
Woztps oꝛ othez herbes tymes ofte . 
The Whicfe ſhe ſFredde and ſethitl foꝛ ez kyuyng 
und made ßeꝛ bedde ja rde and nothyng ſoft 


with eue richone obepſaunce and diligence 

Tat childe mythht do to the faders reuerence 
Vypon Griſilde this pou re creature 

Foul oft ſithys this ma rques ſet his epe 


| 1 And whan it befpl that he mygt bez aſpye 


he nat with wantoy(oh: 
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The Clerhes tale of O ven foꝛde 


is eyen caſt on ez but in ſad wyſe 
— chehe de wolde him oft auyſe 
Commendyng in his ſert hex womanſiede 
and ehe heꝛ Sertue paſſpntf any Witte 
Of ſo yong age as wele in chere as dede 
for though the people had no {frete inſight 
y dertue he con ſidꝛed fuf ritt Fay 
her bounte and diſpoſed him that he wolde 
e 

ay o yng cam but no wittht can 

Tef What maneꝛ Woman it ſholde be : 
for whiche meruayle wrondred many a man 
and ſapd they were in pryu fte 
of nat oure loꝛde leue yet his ̃anyte 
dol he nat wedde allas allas the White 
6p wol he thus him ſełue and vs begyle 
But natheles this marques had do make 
Df ttemmps ſet in golde and in aſure 
Broches and rynges foꝛ Griſilides ſake 
and of her ckothyng toke the meſure 
Df a mapde lyke vnto her ſtature 
and ehe of heꝛ otfez oꝛna mentes alle 3 
That into ſuche a weddyng ſholde be falle 

The tyme of vndryn on tie ſame dap 
approchpd that the weddyng ſholde be 
und al the paleys put was in arꝛay 
Bothe halle and cha möre eche in his degre 
Kouſes of office ſtuffed with grete plente 
There mayſt thou ſe of deynteous Bptaple = 
That map Ge fonnde as fe2 {slaſtith ptale 
This ryatte ma rques richefp arzaped 
Loddes and tadies in lis company 


ID 


\ For eſe ſhe herde ſapd that iche dap 


- (if ſhe this wey vnto the caſtel holde 


The marques cam and gay hez foz tocaffe 
And ſſee ſat hoy fe ates pot anone 
Beſide the thre in ay oves ſtakle 
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The whiche that to the feſt were praped 


 ** (Friſikde of this god wote ful innocent 


The marques and therfoꝛe wyl g fonde 
The laboure Whiche that longith to me 


The Cterhes tale of Oden fſoꝛd⸗ 


the Hacker | 
wird many a ſolbne of ſondry melody 
Pnto the pykłage of J tolde 
In this arꝛap the rigit bey haue hoſde 


That foꝛ fez ſhapen was al this arzap 
To fet watez at a welke is went 
Andcometh home as ſone aseuir ſhe map 


That the marques ſholkde wedde andif ſie mpttlit 
She wolde fapne haue ſepy ſom of that ſight 

She thought J wol with other mapdepns ſtond 
That been mp fela wes in oure doꝛe and ſe 


To doon at home as ſone as it map be 


And than g may at leyſeꝛ here beholde 
And as ſte wolde ouiꝛ the tireſſholde gone 


And douy vᷣpon he2 hnees ſhe gan to faf 
Und with ſadde countenaunce hneled ſtpk 
Ty#f (be had herde heꝛ ſoueraynes loꝛdes wpk 

This thougt ful markes ſpahe Bnto the mapde 
Ful ſobirkp and ſayd in this manere 


| 


he re is youre fadre o Griſilides he ſapde 


And ſte With renerence and humble chere 
dunſ werde koꝛde he is al redy heꝛe 


And iy ſie got witßouteytenge rt ket 
And to the marques ſte ez fadre fet 
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Tie Cleches(aſeof Dyenfozde | 


che bo de tan tobe tis ofde maß 
iſa ee 


25 leſaunce tenyere of my gerte hyde 
112 thou douche ſauf that ſo betyde 
Tor dougtitez wol q take oꝛ that g wende 
ds to my wyf Snto ger lyurs ende 
Thou foueſt me  Þote it wete certayy 
und art mp feyth fut liege may boꝛe 
e 
eth the an 
2 that poynte tliat j ſapde bifoze 
und if thou wylt onto that purpos drawe 
Totahe 1 la we 1 
This ſodepy e y vHBY 18 
oe rede he wext abaſſipdandaf quabynt 
he ſtode. Innethe ſayd he woꝛdes mo 
CT : & 
as ne agapn r 
dera png be myfoide ſodert * 
Right as pou [pſt gouerneth thts ma tere 
rl wol 7081 markes ſoftly 
at in youꝛ chambre g and pou and we 
Haut a Mffacion and woteſt 5 60 
— . if it heꝛ w 
To be my wyf and reule — r me 
und af this ſthal be do in thp preſence 
Jnpt nat ſpehe oute of thpy audience 
And in the chambre while they were aBonte 
her trettes whiche as pe ſhat after here 
The peopke cam into ſe al withoute 
und wondred them in hou honeſt manere 


und ſo tentefly kept ſeꝛ fader dere 


ct m 


—— 
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Tie Cterkes tale of Orenſoꝛde 


But Stterfy (triſikde wondre mpt{bt 
Fioꝛ neuiꝛ erſt ne ſa we ſte ſuche a ſight 
NtNo wondre is thougii ſhe were ſtoned 
To e ſo grete a geſt come in that place 
She neuir was to no ſuche geſtes y Woned 
Foz Whiche ſhe lobe d with fut pale face 
But ſhoztfp fozth this ma tere foꝛ to chace 
Theſe been the woꝛdes that the markes ſayd 
To this d̃erꝛy benyngne feyth ful mapde 
Griſilde he ſapde pe ſtat wele Pnderſtond 
It kyhetß Snto poure fadre and ůnto me 
That q you wedde and ehe it may ſo ſtonde 
s 3 ſuppoſe pe wyl that it ſo he 
But thies demaundes aſhe g ferſt quod ie 
That ſithey it ſhalbe done in haſty wyſe 
Wol pe aſſent oꝛ elles pou aupſe 
J fay thus be pe redy With gode lierte 
To al my luſt and that g freky may 
s me beſt tiynhiti thoutth ye laugſ j 02 ſmert 
And neuiꝛ pe to gruche ny{ht ne day 
way g ſap pe that ye ſap nat onys nap 
Nothez by woꝛde ne bp frounyng countenaunte 
Sbere this and here g ſwere oure afffaunce 
wondryngz $poy theſe woꝛdes quahpntt fox drede 
Sle ſayd loꝛd indigne and vn woꝛthy 
J am to ſuche honoure as pe me Gede 
But as pe wol pouz ſekf rigit ſo wol 
And here {J ſwere that neui: — p 
y werke ne thontttit J wol pou diſt 
Foꝛ to be dede though me Were loth to dye 
This is pnougſi griſilde myn quod he 
And foꝛth he goth with a ful ſobre cheze 
Pute at the doꝛe and afteꝛ cam ſhe 


S am, Jo 


R | 


notfpnit of fer olde ge 
2 = 
Of wo iche theſe ladies were nat ful ttfadde 5 
To handel be: >otfes Where in ſie was cadde 
But nathefes tis mapde Grittft of few 
CESS 

2 
— — -y 
Acrolne on ſeꝛ hede they Faue yd 
and ſet ber für of oncheo{irete and ſmate 
Of ez arzap what Jmabea tale 
e 
an 
This markesfadifier 


Brought f forthe andefian terſe 3 

t foꝛ the ſame ay lier ſet 
Ypoy an goꝛſe ſnolbe ere . 
and to his paleys oꝛ fie 

Dith ioyfulle peopke that n 
Conuepedſe: and tf\usthe day they ſpende 
nd flees — far ochre. | 
) ſap that to this nee markeſſeſſe 


Godbath ſuche fauoure ſent of hie grace 
That it ne ſe 


But noꝛiſſhed in — Valle 
Coenerp wife ſie woxen is ſodere 
| te in 


. 4 . » MN A 
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1 100 wor echte tire Smash, 
See — oor yn o Hon 4 wi 
at . — ſpate Bifon 
| 2 was fo2 as bp coniecture 
Them t ſhe was a notlez creature 
1 2 that eniriertwons Boothe 
She was encreſed in ſuche excellence 
Of the wes gode ſet in hin bounte 
And ſo diſcrete and faire wb e 
So be nygne and ſo —— 
And coude ſo the peoples ſertes eng 
That eche heꝛ foued that —— i ena 
Nat only of ſakuces in the toun 
Publiſſied was the bounte of le name 
wu — 4 — — | 
f one ſa anottjez ſap ame 
Soſ = he: — the fa me f 
That men and women hotl 1 
Goon to ſaluces dᷣpon heꝛ to 
This walteꝛ kowey nap but ryatliy 
wedded hath with — ph. 
In goddes peaskpuect ful honeſtty 
At home and out ward grace ynougi hadde he 
And foꝛ he ſalve that vndre kowe deftre 
was honeſt Bertue hyd the people him helde 
u prudent man and that is ſeen ful ſelde 
Mat only griſilde fer wyt 
Toude af thc feet of wyfky u — 2 
But ehe wan that the caas requpred it 
The comune proufet coude ſhe redreſſe 
There nas di ſcoꝛde rancoꝛ ne heuynes 
1 ** the londe that ſte coude it apeas 
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The Clerhes ale of Dyenfoute 
2 5 e 


$owp ol ie wade rp 

Ind in iugeme nt ſo grete equyte | 

That ſte from heuyn ſent was as mey wende 
to ſaue and euery wrong to amende 

Nat kong tyme aftez et this . 


das weded ſhe a doutth ze 

Glade dork gane terfoze - 
ma an e 

For thoutth a mapdecifde cam al — 4 

She may vᷣnto a hnaue chikde atteyne 

dy kphekelſode ſithey ſie nys nat binds 


Eyplicit pars ſecunda 
Et ſequituꝛ pars tercia 


ger fp? as it fallith ofte r Ter 
w6ay that this cilde gad ſokedbut a ttrowe — 
This markes in his herte ſo 
Totempte fits wif fer ſadnes tohnoWe 
That he ne mp{ht oute of his hert tfrowe 
This meruapſons deſize his wif toaſſap 
Nedeles god wote he thought her to affre 

he ladde aſſaped hez pnoutth of tyme Gif foze 
Und fonde fer ror — 
Her ſoꝛ to tempte and alwey moze and moze 
Thougß ſom man pryſe it for a ſubtek wyt 
But as foꝛ me J ſap ful euyk it ſyt 
To aſſay a wyf Whayit is no nede 
And put bez in aunguyſſhe and in drede 
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Butz deſire aan haue dooy Bifoze 
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garage in tis mane 
He cam akkone a nyttlit there as (Ve 
with ſterne Jr 


And ſa 
That ae 
And put von in eſtate of 1 
pe ſaue nat that foꝛgoten as 
6 ee 
02 to be 


— e 
aht u nat 
hat 1 pou tobe in poure eſtate fuk folbe 
Fo2 any Weke pe muſt you ſełue knowe 
Take hede of euerp wende what 3 ſap 
There is no wight that bericl but we dep 
n 
In to this houſe it is nat kong 
Bae ve te Bak and dere 
Vnto my gentykles be no thyng ſo 
Tbep ſap to them it is grete ſſjame and wo 
Fox tobe ſubgette and he in ſeruatte 
Tothe eat bow arty fo imatl ate 
And namefy ſithey thp douttftez was p boze 
The ſe wordes ane der doutkes 


Tofpue mykyf — 5 in reſt and peas 
map nat in this caas be rechefrs 
j muſt do with thy dougſjte : for tie beſt 


Nat 267 wotdeButas mp proptetpſt 
And pet god Wote this is ful lothe to me 
But nathetes witfoute pou: 


wol nat do hut this Lars} an 
 Tlatpetomeaſſenteas to this ting 
Steve now youre pacience in you Woꝛkyng 
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The Cterhes tale of Ovenfoꝛde 


Thatpe meUpteand fare iypone Telfaye 
Tat day that made was oure mariage 
w6ay ſte hadde ferde al this ſie nat ameuyd 
Nether ty woꝛde in chere ne in countenaunſe 
Foz as it 17 — a — 8 
3 aunce 
— and g wi — ſaunce 
Been youꝛ oWne and ye map ſaue and ſpylle 
poure oWne thing do pe afteꝛ youre wyl 
Ther map be notlpntt ſo god mp ſoule ſaue 
erkyng to pou that map diſpleaſe me 
Le deſtre no thyng iy any Wiſe tohaue 
Ne drede foꝛ toleſe ſaue only pe 
This wyl is in myn herte and ap ſſalbe 
Nofenttth of tyme oꝛ deth may this deface 
e turne mp coꝛage to none otſeꝛ place 
Gfade was this marques of hez aunſweryng 
But pet it ſemyd as it were nat ſo 
af drezp was his chere and his fokpn 
Wag that he ſhokde oute of the chambre go 
Sone after this a furkong wey 02 two 
he prpuekp hath tolde al his entent 
Pntoa man and to his wyf lim ſent 
manez of a ſeriaunt was this preuy man 
The whiche that feyth fulle he founde had 
Ythynges grete andeke ſuche folke Wel can 
evcuſaciouy in thpnges badde 

The loꝛde hneWe wele that he him loued and drad 
and whan this ſeriaunt knee his loꝛdes wpl 
y to the chambre ſtalhed him ful ſtpk 7. 79:9 
Madame he ſapde pe muſt foꝛgeue it me 
Tboutth J do thyng whiche Jam conſtrepned 


pe be ful wyſe and ful wete knowe pe 


e 
This childe q am comaunded fox to fake 
And ſpahe nomoꝛe Gut oute the childe he hent 
Diſpitouſty and gan a chere to make 
as tijougij he wolde haue ſtayn it oz Fe went 
Griſilde muſt alle ſuffre and concent 
And as alambe ſtſe ſptteth mee and ſtytke 
And lete thiscrnek ſeriaunt do his wpk 
Su ſpecious was the fame of tis man 
Suſpecte his face ſuſpecte his woꝛde alſo 
Suſpecte the tyme in whictie he this began 
Allas fe: dougijteꝛ that ſue loued ſo 
She wende he wolde haue ſtayn it tho 
But neuirthetes ſje nether wept ne ſitthed 
Con fermyd her to that the marqueskphed 
But at the kaſt ſpehe than ſte began 
Und mehelp ſhe to the ſeriaunt prapde 
So as he Was a dᷣerꝛy gentytman 
Chat ſte mptbt heꝛ childe kyſſe onys oꝛ be dyed 
àAnd in ber barme ſte the kytet childe teyde 
with ful ſadde face and gan the childe to byſſe 
e 
nd thus ſte ſapde in her 
EIT. 
ithen haue the ma 
Of toycke fadre bliſſed moot thou he 
| That foꝛ Bs dyed $poy the croce of tre 
Qu ſoukelptek childe g him betahe 
+ Foztdis nygit ſüalt thou dye for my ſabe 
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The Clerhestateof Dyenforde 


jt bad be herde this routlſe for to ſe 
ele mp({6t a modre tſian haue crped afkas 
put natheles ſo ſadde and ſt was ſte 
That ſhe endured af adue 
pe 
ere aga 

— now eds and do — geeſt 
dut one thyng wpk\j pray pou of youre grace 
but if my koꝛde foꝛbade you at the leeſt 
purteth this tytel body in ſom place 5 
That beeſtes ne foutes it to raſe 
But he to that purpos no Wozde wolde ſap 
Put tobe tte childe and went Spoy his Wey 
This ſeriaunt cam to the fozde affapy 
- of Griſilides — 2 ere 

tolde him poynte bp poynte ſyo2t and pfa 
and him — with bes doughtezdere. 
Sum what this coꝛde had rewthe in lis manere 
But nathefes his purpos held he ſt pe = 
as(02des dooy way thep wol aue theire yl 

and bad his ſeriaunt that he pryuplp 
Sdulde the ctſifde ſoft wynde and wrappe 
bitt acle the circumſtaunces tenderfp 
andcarp it in a coffre 02 in a lappe 
But on peyne his hede of foꝛ to ſwappe 
That nomay ſholde know of this entent 
Ne Wgens he cam ne whether that he went 

But at Boleyy ie tohis ſuſtre dere 
That iche tyme of pauy was counteſſe 
He ſſolde it take and ſſje de her this matere 
Biſechyng heꝛ to do her beſpneſſe 4 
This childe to foſt re in alle gentykneſſe 
Und hoſe childe that it io he bad ber hyde 
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Vut euiꝛ in oneffke ſadde and hyn 


Fromeuerp dit fo ought at 


i Mtſis eſtate ther paſt by foure pe2e 
A man chylde ſte bare by this, waktere 


* 
* 


ne 
T ſerkaun t gack and dach futfilted is thing 
But to this marhes noÞ retourne we 


Foz noW goth he mage 
. 
r Woꝛ a 
were aungedS bens nde 


ds gladde as fumble as be ſy in ſeruice 
Ind che in loue asſhe was wont tobe 

as ſte to him and in euery maneꝛ wyſe 
Ne of fez dougliteꝛ nat one woꝛde ſpake (fe 
Non accident foꝛ none aduerſite 
Was ſeyn in ez ne neuiꝛ heꝛ doutffiter name 
Ne named ſhe ty erneſt ne in game 


Explicit tercia pars 
Et incipit parsquarta 


Oꝛ (fe with childe was bat as god wolde 


Ful gracious and fapre foz to befſofde 


And wan that foſhe it to his fadre tolde 


Mat only he but alle his countre mery 


Pnnedeles was ſhe temptyd in aſſay 
But weddyd men ne can no meſure 
. Man that thep fynde a pacient creature 


a =_ 


was fox this chylde and god thep tllanke and hery 
wꝗan it was two pe re ode and fro the breeſt 
Departyd fro his nozpce vᷣpona dap 

Tiis marques caught pet a notfe2 {pſt 

To tempte ſis wyf pet oftez if he may 


mmm mum mmi 'n 
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And tobe poure cfotfyntt Wherfore J pou pray 
Dot poure coca wol youre kuſt oBep 
And eertis if i hadde any preſcience 
pouz Wpt to hno be oz pe youre kuſt me tokde 
Sut nod} dote poustuſt ond dene wolde 
ut no te youꝛ tuſt and what 
Af youꝛ pfeſaunce ferm and Table g garde 
Foz wyſt g that mp deth mytlt do you ea ſe 
Rittht ttladfp wolde J dye pon to plea ſe 
Det may nat mabe nocompariſon 
Vnto pou: loue. and wan this marhes ſap 
The conſtaunte of his wyf he caſt a douy 
His eyen two and wondred that ſhe may 
In pacience ſuffre af this maneꝛ a 
And forth he goth with drezpcounkeannce 
But tohis herte it was ful grete pfeſaunce 
This ie ſeriaunt in the ſame wyſe 
That he2 donttfee2 cauttht rittht ſole 
Onꝛ woꝛſe if men can woꝛſe deuyſe 
Hatß hent heꝛ ſonne that fur is of beaute 
And euiꝛ in one ſo pacient was ſhe 
That ſhe nochere made of heuynes 
But hyſt bez ſonne and afteꝛ gan him Bles 
Saue ſte praped him if that he mygijt 
Her lytel ſonne he wolde in the erthe graue 
His tendre kymmes ee 
Fro foules and fro beſtes it to ſaue 
But fe none othez aun ſwere of ſim mytlit haue 
Ne went his 1 nothyng ne rougit 
But foGofopnetſe it tenderky brought 
This marques wondred euiꝛ tengre the moꝛe 
1 Wren: pacience andif that he 


dde noe ſothly ther Bifoze 
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at parfptefy ſeꝛ children loued ſhe. | 
Ode fans wende that of ſoy ſubrefte 
audof malice and fozcruekke coꝛaage 
That ſhe had ſuſtrpd this with ſadde coꝛa he 
But wele he hne lde that next tir ſelf certayn 
de koued her childe beſt ty any wyſe 
But nob of women wolde gaſhe ful fayne 

If theſe aſſayes mygt nat ſuffiſe 
dat coude a ſturdy huſbonde more deuyſe 
To preue heꝛ wpfhode oz bez ſtedefaſtneſſe 
and he contynuyng eutz in ſturdyneſſe 

But ther be folke of ſuche condition 
That whan they haue a certapy purpos take 
Chat cay nat ſtynt of theire ente ncioun 
They yk nat of theire firſt purpos ſtake 
But right as they Were bounde at a ſtake 
Right ſo this N 2 fath fulty purpoſed 
To tempte his wif as he was firſt diſpoſed 

Ke wayted if by woꝛde oꝛ countenaunce 
That ſije to him was chaunged of coꝛage 
Put neutr coude he fynde any bariaunce 
Se was ap in one herte and in viſatte 
Ind ay the ferthez that ſie was in age 
The moꝛe tre we if it were poſſible 
de was to him in loue and moꝛe penyble 

Foz whiche it ſemyd thus that of them two 
There was but one Wpk foz but as walte (« ſt 
The ſame fuſt was her pſeſaunce alſo 
Und god bethanked af fpf foꝛ the Beſt 
Je ſhe wyd wele foz none Wozldfp Bnrc(t 
a dif as of Gez ſekue no ting ne ſholde 
bp in effecte but as bez buſbonde wolde 

The ſckaundre of Walter wondre wpde ſpratde 
od i 


Made them that fim they lated therfore 
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VDiuͤſpoſed was this humble creature 
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But natſietes foꝛ erneſt ne foꝛ game 


That he ſhukde wedde a notheꝛ wyf if be (pſt 


| TlieCkerkestaleof pvenfende 


lat of cruet berte he fut wychedly 
Foꝛ be a 


woman hadde 
3 
Suche murmure was among them comonky 


No wondre is foz to the peoples ere 


Ther cam no woꝛde but that they muꝛdred were 
ſor whiche there as the people there biſoꝛe 
Had loued him weke the ſckaundre of his de fame 


Tobe a murdreꝛ is an ſatefuł name 


He of his cruet purpos wolde nat ſtynt 
To tempte his wif was alle his entent 
whan that his doutifitez t 


arora ara 
He into the courte me iy ſubtet Wpſe 
Snfourmed of iis w ſent his meſſatte 


Comaundyng ther ſuche bulles to deuyſe 
as to ſ is cruet purpos map ſuffiſe 
How that the pope bad as foꝛ his peopłes reſt 


5 ſap he had they ſhulde countrefete 
The popes bukfes mahyng menciouy 
That be hatfh feue his firſt wyf foꝛ to tete 
s Sy the popes one diſpenſaciouy 
To ſtynt the rancoꝛ and the diſcencion 
Bet wene his peopfe and him thus ſayd the bulle 
The whjiche they haue publiſſhed at the fulle 
The rude peopke as no Wondre ne is 
wende ful wele that it had be rigit ſo 
But wan theſe tyoynges cam tottriſifidis 
de me that the herte of bez was ful wo 
But ſte pkfphe ſad was enirmoo 


of 


Tie Clerkes tate of Dyenfoade | 


rhe aduerſite of foꝛtune al to endure 
dbydyng euir his luſt and his pleſaunce 
To whom that ſte was yeuen gerte and al 
as to his very Woꝛldly ſuffiſaunce 
But ſtoatky if i this ſtozp tet ſlat 
This marques Writey bath in eſpetiat 
afettre in whiche te ſtie with his entent 
and ſecretiy to Bokeyne ha ti it ſent 
To the erłe of paup Wliiche tad tho 
beddpdfſis ſuſtre —— ſpecially 
To bryng home apeyhis children two 
y Fononrable ſtate af openly 
But one thyng he lim prayed Stterfp 
That he no wiglit thoutti they dyd enquere 
Sholde nat tel whhoos children that they were 
But ſap the mayde ſtat Wedded be 
Vnto the marques of ſaluces anone 
and as tfjis erke was praped ſo dyd lle 
for at the day ſet he on is wey is gone 


Eypkicit pars Quarta | 
Et incipit pars Quinta 


dd 1 


— 


The Cterkes tale of Oven ſoꝛde 


Pont ał this after the wiched vſage 
This marques is pet aboute to te mpte moꝛe 

The vttereſt preef of hez coꝛage 

ſully to jane experiente and koꝛe 

If ſhe were as ſtrocfaſt as bifoze 

He on a dap in open audience 

ſtut boiſtouſty hath ſapd here this ſentence 
Certis({riſifde g hadde ynoutth of pkeſauncee 

To haue pou to mp Wpf foz poure godeneſſe 

as foz youꝛ trouttie and pouze obepſaunce 

Hat foz pourefpttnage ne foꝛ richeſſe 

But nowkhnowe\jiy Werzp ſothfaſtnes 

That iy grete loꝛ ſdippe if } wpkaupſe 

There is grete ſeruitnde in ſondre wyſe 
map nat do as euer plobmay map 

Mp people conſt repneth me foꝛ to tahe 

à notheꝛ wpf and cry day bp da 

und ehe the pope ra ncoꝛ foz to ſtahe 

CToncentich it chat daz F öndretahe 

And truty this mocue j wol you ſap 

Oy ne wi wyf ie comyntz by the way 

Be ſtrong of berte and Bopde a none er place 

And that dowez that ye brought Into me 

_ ,Takithitapey q yt ue pouleue of my grace 

Retourneth to pouz faders houſe quod he 

No may map haue afWep proſperite 

with euyy herte q rede you toendure 

The ſt robe of fortune oꝛ of auenture 

And ſhe agayn aun ſwered in pactence 

My loꝛde quod ſhe q wote and wyſte al wey 

Hob that bet wene poure mattnificence 


And my pouerte. no wigit can ne may 


Pazke any compariſon. it is no nap 
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The Clerhes tate of Dvenfozde 


Ine helde me neuir digne in nomanere 
To be youre wyf ne he pouze chamberes 
And in this houſe there ye me lady made 
The higũ god take J foꝛ wytnes 
and al ſo wyſely he mp ſoule glade 
neuiꝛ helde me lady ne mayſtres 
But humble ſeruaunt to pouz woꝛthynes 
And euir ſhal White that my lyf my dure 
"Ow — — up * 3 
That pe haue ſotong of poure benpttn 
Holde — in high honoure and noble}. ey 
Dae re as J Was nat Wozttjp foz to be 
That thanke ij god and you to whom J prep 
foꝛyelde it pou ther is nomoꝛe toſap 
Vnto mp fader gladky wold g wende 
Ind with him duelle to mp fpues ende 
There J was foſtryd of a childe ful ſ malle 
Tył q be dede my lyf there wol J lede 
a bydowe cfene in body herte and alle 


foꝛ ſithen q yaue to you mp mapdenſlſede 

Jam you: — wyfitis no dre 

God ſtelde ſuchẽ a loꝛdes wyf to take 

q notheꝛ may to ſuſbonde oꝛ to mae 
Ind of poure nee wyf god of his grace 

So graunte you Weke and proſperite 

Foz J wol gladly pete bez my place 

Y Whicte J was hiſful wont to be 

for ſithey it (pheth pou my koꝛde quod ſhe 

That ſomtyme were al my hertes reſt 

That) ſhjał go J wyk go Wan ye lyſt 

But there as ye N ſuche dolbayꝛ 

ele in my mynde 
t were mp Wrechid clothes nothyng fap2e 


Kü rt brought it 


— — rr ee ee re tl 


l 
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The wfiche to me were garde to fynde 
O gode god how gen 


emyd 
? od ye — was oute mariage 


To dye in this caas it ſtak nat be 
That euir in woꝛde in werke g ſhalle repente 


Within youre chambre 
g camand nahed muſt J turne age 


That thiche wom 
Spolde bifoꝛe the people in mp walkyng 


The Cterhes tale of Open foꝛde 


and how hynde 
and poure diſage 


pou ſp 


But ſoth is ſapde al wey g fynde it trewe 


Fo ty effecte p preuyd it is on me 
Loue is nat olde as whayit is nee 
But certis fozde foz none aduerſite 


That q you ytue mp herte iy hoole entent 

My loꝛde pe wote that iy my fade rs peace 
pe dyd me ſtrype oute of mp poure wede 
And richety ye me cladde of poure (trace 
To pou Bronttft J non{tht ekces hut of drede 
But fept6 nahidneſſe and mp mapdenſſede 


© Undhere agayn myclothyng g reſtoꝛe 
And ehe my weddyng rynge fos euirmoꝛe 


The re menaunt of poure ie belles redy they be 
dar it ba r 

ſte 

Af youre pfeſaunce fofolbe wolde ne 


Naked oute of my faders houſe qu 


_ ButpetJhope it Be nat pouz entent 
That g ſmoheles oute of youre paleys went 


ye coude nat do {o diſhoneſt a thyng 
in wh iche youre children lay 


Be ſeen al bare Wherfoze J you pray 
Let me nat lyke a woꝛme go by the way 
Reme mbhᷣre you mpy owne koꝛde ſo de re 


"IN was youre wyf though g vn woꝛ thy were 


wie rfoꝛe in gue rdon of my madapnſede 


_—_— 
—— — 


wg iche that J brought and nat agayn bere 
ds bouche ſauf asgyue me to my mede 
But ſuche a ſmoke as i was wont to were 
That iq tier with may Wrye the wombe of here 
That was youz wyf and re i take mylene 
fpou mpy one koꝛde leſt j pou greue : 
The ſmoke quod ſie that thou haſt Spoy thp Bake 
ket it be ſt pike and here it fozth Bith the $2 
But wel önneth that woꝛde he ſpabe 
But wente his wey foz routhe and pyte 
Bifoꝛe the folhe her ſerf ſt riped hat 2 
and in her ſmoke With fote and here alle bare 
Towarde her faders houſe is ſe fare 
The foche her folowyng wepyng in Fez wey 
Ind foꝛtune euiꝛ they curſed as they gone 
But ſhe fro wepyng kept hez eyendrye 
Ne in this tyme Wozde ſpake ſte none 
Her fader that thiſe tydynges ſerde a none 
Curſed the day and the tyme that nature 
Shope him to he a lyues creature 
Fo: oute of doute thisolde poure max 
Das euiꝛ ſuſpecte of heꝛ mariage 
for euit he dempd ſithen it began | 
That whan the loꝛde had futfilkedhis coꝛage 924 
He Wolde thpnhe it were a diſperage _ 
Tohis eſtate ſo foe foꝛ to ligt = 
Ind bopdey ſez as ſone as eum be mpttft "8 
dyenſt his douttltez haſtely goth he N 
fot he by noyſe of foche knee her compnit 
Ind with her olde cote as it mpttit be 
He heuerpd heꝛ ful ſoꝛoufully weppritt 
But oy ez Body mytht he it nat brpntt 
#02 rude was the clothe and ſhe moꝛe of age 
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© Tlie Clerhes take of Dpenfozde 


Bx dates ſete thay was her mariate | 
3 Tie wee fadrefoxacetapy ſpa 


Puelkpd this floure of 
That nem: 6p hez wozde ne bp hez face 
NE eee tonc 
e athez 

Ne of ber hig eſtate no rememhraunce 
Ne hadde ſhe as by any manez countenaunte 

No wondre was foz in her grete eſtate 
He: gooſt was euir in plepy lumptite 
© Notendre mouthe ne herte deficate 
No pompe ne ſemblaunce of riafte 
But ful of paciente benygnyte 
Diſcrete and prydekeſſe and ay honourable 
And ay to her huſbonde mehe and ſtable 

chen ſpeke of Job and mooſt for his humhlent ſſe 

ds cłerhes Whay them lyſt can wele endite 
y of men hut in ſoth faſtnes 
(th dle rbes pryſe women Gut a kyte 
er can no man in humblenes them acqupte 
women can ne can be half ſo true 
s women been hut it be falle of newe 
E vplicit Quinta pars 
Et incipit pars Zevta / 


F RoBolopneis this erle of pauy come 
| Df whiche the fame ſpronge bothe kes a moꝛe 
And in the peoples eris alle and ſome 
was tolde hold that he a ne we marke ſeſſe 
witz him Grouttht in ſuche pompe and riches 
Thot neuiꝛ was ther ſeey with mannys ty 


1 So noble arꝛape in af weſt lumbardy 
Ale marques wſiche that ſcope and une we al this 


The Clerhes tate of Dvenforde 


@2 that this erfe was come ſent his meſſatte 
for that ſely poure creature Aru 
and ſhe with humble herte and fade Byſatte 
Nat with no ſwellyng thouttht in bez cozatte 
Cam at his jeeſt and on heꝛ kneesfer ſette 
and reuerentky and wyſely ſte him ret 
Gryſilde quod ge mp Wpt is ful Seterkp 
This mapdey that weddyd ſhalbe to me 
Recepued be to moꝛo e alſo | 
ds it is poſſibłe in myn houſe tobe 
and eke that euery Witt in his degre 
haue his eſtate in ſyttyng and in ſeruiſe 
Ind high pleſaunce as pe can beſt deuy ſe 
haue no woman ſuffiſaunt certapy 
The chambres foꝛ to arzape in 02deuaunce 
after mp Cyſt and therfoꝛe wolde J fayn 1 
That thyn were al ſuche manere of gouernaunce 
Thou h no weſt ehe of olde al my pfeſaunce 
Though thyn arꝛaye be badde and euyl heſey 
Do thy deuoure pet at the leſt wey 
Nat only loꝛde that q am glade quod ſhe 
To do youre fuſt but Jdeſire alſo 
pou firſt to płea ſe and ſerue in my degre 
bitt oute fayntyng and ſhalte euir mo 
Ne neuir foz no Wefe ne foꝛ no wo 2 
Ne ſßal the gooſt within my herte ſtynt 
Cofoue pou beſt With alte mp true entent 
Ind with that wozde ſhe gan the houſe to dittft 
und tables feꝛ to ſette and beddes foꝛ to make 
und peyned heꝛ to do alle that ſhe myght 
Prapntt the chambereꝛs for goddes ſate 
Tohaſte them andfaſt ſwepe and ſtake 
ind ſhe the mooſt ſerupſable of alle 
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The Clerhes tale of Dvenfoade 


Ha tl euery cha mbte arꝛayed and bis halte 
Z AbGoutethe Sndryythiserfe to gan ligt 
That With him brougtht theſe noble children twep 
Foꝛ whiche the peopke ran to ſe that ſittht 
Of their arꝛaye richekp they were beſepe 

And than at erſt among them — 
That Waftez was no foofe at him feſt 
Tochaungze his wyf for it was for the beſt 
For ſtie is fapre2 as they deme alle 
Thay is griſilde and moze tendre of aße 

And faprer frup te bitwene them ſtat fat 

And more pleſaunt foꝛ bez hig kygnage 
Her brothez che ſo fapre was of Vyſatte 
That them to ſe the people bath caught pte ſaunce 
Comendyng now the marques gouernaunce 

O ſtoꝛmy people eutr vᷣnſadde and bntrue 

Ap öndiſcrete andchaungyng as a bane 

Delityng euiꝛ in rombfe that is ne 

Foꝛ łyhe the mone ay wax ye and Wane 

Ay ful of ckappyntz dere pnoutth a Jane 

ou ꝛc dome is fats youre conſtaunce euyt preupth 
A ful grete foule is fe that on pou feupth 

Thus ſapd ſad fockhe ty that cite 

Whay that the people ga ryd bp and doun 

Foz they were glade right foꝛ the nouelte 

To haue a ne we kady of their toun 

No moꝛe of t3is no make J mencioun 
But to tri ſilde attapy ] wyk me dreſſe 

And tel heꝛ conſtaunce and heꝛ heſyneſſe 

ful beſp was gri ſilde in eue xy thyng 

Chat to tße feſt was tho — 2s > = 

 Bitftnaugft was ſte abaſſied of her cotfpnes 
CT lou it were rude aud ſomdele ehe to rent 


Tie Cterbes tate of Dvenforde + 


But with (fade ckere to the gate is went 

with othez foche to (trete the marke ſeſſe 

and a fteꝛ that doth her Geſpneſſe 
witt ritt gra de chere ſhe his teſtes receyued 

and ſo connyngly eche in his deftre 

That no defaute no may percepued 2 

But ay they wondred iat ſhe mygijt be 

That in ſo poure arꝛay Was foꝛ to ſe 

and _ — — me reue In 

ind woꝛthely they pryſen heꝛ prudence = 
9 alte this meane wü ſhe ne ſtynte 

This mapde and ehe her bꝛotheꝛ to comende 

bith alte Gez hert in ful henygne entent 

Zo bele that no man coude hez pryce amende 

But at the aſt Whay that toꝛdes wende 

To ſitte douy to mete he gan totalle 

Griſifde as ſhe was beſp in the halle 

Griſilde quod he as it were inhis pley 

Hol kpheth the my wyf and bez beaute 

t wele quod ſhe my loꝛde for in gode fey 

d faprez ſalve J neuir none than is ſte 

pray to god pee ez gode proſperite 

Ind ſohope he wol to you ſende 

Pie ſaunce pnoutth to youꝛ kyues ende 

O thing J beche you and warne alſo 

Chat pe nat prpche With no tourmeutpnt 

This tendre mayde as ye haue doo moo 

for ſhe is foſtred in Fez notiſſſing 

Dore tenderly and to mp ſuppoſpng 

Ile coude nat aduerſite wele endure | 

Wconde a poure foſtred creature 

dad whan this waſtez ſa we her pacience 

g ade chere and no malice at alle 


Aͤnd nat to ſte mychitdren god foꝛbede 
"= Cxtch eh purpoo hne we and thy wykte 


— — — — 9 


The Cterhes tale of M ven foꝛde 


And be ſo ofte hadde do to fez offence 
And ſte ay conſtant and ſadde as a wal 
 Contynupntteuizfer innocence ouix ale 
This ſturdy marques gan his hert dreſſe 
To re we $poy her wiffy ſtedefaſtnes 
This is pnouth griſude mpy quod he 
Be noW no moꝛe agaſt ne eupkfappaped 
Jbaue thy fepth and tp benpttnite 
ds Wefe as euir woman was aſſaped 
In grete eſtate oꝛ poue ri arzaped 
ob knowe i dere wpf tlp ſtedfaſtnes 
And heꝛ in armes tohe and gay her hyſſe 
And ſhe foꝛ wondre toke of it no hepe 
She herde nat what thyng he ro her ſayde 
Sb ferde as ſte had ſtert oute of ez — 
Ext ſve oute of her maſidnes abreyed 
Griſilde quod he $p god that fox vs deyed 
Thou arte my wyf ne none othez(} Haue 
Ne neuir had. ſo god mp ſoule ſaue 
This is thp dougſtez Whiche thou haſt ſuppoſed 
To be mp wyf that othez feithfully 
Shat᷑ be mpy heire as i haue purpoſed 
Thou bare him in thy body truly 
at Boleyne ſaue J hept them pryuely 
Tane them apey foꝛ now mapſt thon nat ſap 
That thou haſt loꝛu none of thychildren twep 
And folhe that other wyſe haue ſapde by me 
warne them wele that haue dooy this dede 
Foꝛ nomakice ne for nocruekte 
But for to aſſap in the thy womanhede 


But foꝛ to hepe them pryuely and ſtylle 


[EET "”—"  —__—_—= —. 'T}]E— — — — 


— — — 7 


The Cterkes tale of Oven foꝛde 


wan ſte this ſerde in ſwonyngz doun ſbe faltit s 
fon pptous ioye and afteꝛ her ſÞounpntt 
She to bothe her yong children cafkith 
and in her armes fut tenderfp wepyntz 
Fenbraced them and tenderk hyffont 
ful lyhe a modre With Fez ſalt teris 
She badith Bothe thetre diſage and be2 he res 

O wa iche a pytous thyng it was to ſe 
(NEE to here 
Graunt mercp loꝛd god thanke you quod ſhe 
That pe ſane ſaued me my children dere 
Now recke J neniz to he dede eupy here 
Sithen q ſtonde in youꝛ loue and iy poure grate 
Nodoute of deth ne whay — — pace 

O tendre o dere o pong childꝛen myne 
poure wofut modre dende fut ſtedefaſifp | 
That cruethoundes oꝛ ſom foule wermyn 
fad etyn pou but god of his mere gg 
and you benyttne fadre ſotenderfp 
hatt doon pou kepe and iy tat ſame ſtounde 
af ſodenkp ſhe ſwapt doun to grounde 

and in heꝛ ſwoune ſo ſadfp holdith ſe 
5 2 oe — f 3 

a and grete difficufte 
The children from Fez azme gan they arace 
D manpa teze cy many a pptous face 
Douy ran of them that ſtode there beſpde 
Pnnet6 aGoute he2 mpttt they abyde 
baftez fez gładit⸗j and heꝛ ſozowe ſtahit6. 
Sfe ryſeth bp and aBaſſheth from heꝛ traunce 
ind euery Wight heꝛ ioye and feſt makitß 
Tyf ſhe ha th caught agayn bez countenaunce 
batte ꝛ doth hez ſo feythfulle pleſaunde 


eee 


e 
—— ap 


That it was deynte fox'to 
92 — whay —— 
Haue tahen heꝛ and in tochambrt 
— pps oh e 
acro mand a 
ne o Ap 
And there ſhe was 
T6usbatd this pytous day a 7 — 
This dap in _ and was to ſpende 
Tyt᷑ on — ne the 
This feſte was and of grete coſt 
chr reuek of thetre ma 
Op uen theſe two in concoꝛde and in 
und ag 1 his —— ma ried fe * 
Of al gtayle and thay in peaſe and reſt 
His wyues fadre in his courte fe — 
In reſt and pees afteꝛ his faders dap 
And foztunate Was ehe in ma 


Bit wene them two now 
And ſtriped hez oute of her rude arte 
| Ypoy he: hede. ti iy to the 
— 
ende 
ſor — may and woman doth his 
foꝛ moꝛe ſokempne iy euery mannps ſitſ{t 
ſul many a yere in tt proſperite 
Yntoa donde one of the woꝛthieſt 
Tyl the ſoule oute of 397 
= — ſuccedith in his heritage 
Al put he nat his Wpf in grete 


This woꝛlde is nat ſo — nap 


Qs it Gath Geey in olde tpmes poze 

And herknyth What this autouꝛe ſayth therſote 
This ſtozp is ſapd nat foꝛ that wyues ſholde 

Fokowe ——— fum 

Foꝛ it Were importable Howe 


. 
= 
» A 


Toe Clerhestafeof Oxenfoꝛde 
hat fax let enery ent 
IM ſes 


for CEE . et 
(trete ſt preue that he wrougßt 

Bat he ne temptith no may tlat he bought 
1 3 pe lis epiſtet᷑ rede 
upth folhe but a day it is no nede 
1 fret] ds as foꝛ oure exeꝛtiſe 
bith =_ { (conjeoand __— = 


fu{ofte to be bete iy ſ 
Qat foz — - 
dear ——— — 
oure munte 
1 . — — —— oy 
But one nges oꝛ 
| dere fulharde to — pſec af 
Griſilides in af a countre thre oꝛ two 
ſuif they were put to ſuche aſſapes 
dee eee 
— foꝛ it be fayre at eye 
bolde rathez hriſt a two thay ptye 
\ Fo: vice tre fox the dyuesloue of gc 
ar and fecte ge be mapntene 
oꝛ elles were if ſcathe 
with luſty hert freſſhe and grene 
Sap pou a ſong to de pou wene 
nd let Bs ſtynt o erneſt ma te ꝛe 


fert netſ my ſonge that ſapth in ion ma nere 


re 
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19 Ff tlou be fapre there folke been in preſence 


_— The Cterhes tale of Dvenfozde 122 
&- 


- Fennope de Chaucez a les 
„ desde heerpicitnn 
a 
p — 7 — at neee 
2 e gere in open audience 
| 90 wedded ＋ oljazdy be toaſſaple 
S e e 
ilides. for certayn 
"iD oo wg fut whe quid 
et nat humylite poure nayte 
Ne let nockerhe haue cauſe of difittence 
To brpte of you a ſtoꝛy of g᷑rete mernapke 
as of griſilde pacient and hynde 
Leſt cheuache you ſÞafoW in her entrayke 
Fotoweth ecco that holdith no ſikence 
But euir aunſweryng at the coy;2tertapfe 
Be nat a daffyd fo youꝛ innocence 
But ſtarply take on pou the goueꝛnayte 
Enprentith wele that keſſon ty poure mynde 
ſoz comune proufet ſeptt itmap auayte 
pe arche wyues ſtondeth at defence 
Sithen pe be ſtrong as is a grete camayle 
Ne ſuffre nat that men do Pen 
But ſulendre wpuesas feble iy batapke 
——— n 0 
dy cfappynttas a myktle ij you coun 
Ne dredith them nat do them no 1 
Foz thoutth thy buſbonde armyd be in mayle 
Thy arowes of thpcrabbpd eloquente 
Shal perſe his breeſt and eke his auentayle 
n ielouſpe g rede ehe that thou him blynde 
Und ſhakt make hin touche as a quayte 


| 1% 
. — , 
d - * 

„ 2 
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9 
| we thou thy bi age and thpy apparapfe 
aten be fan ge re of thy diſpence 
Co gete the frendes ay do ty trauayle 
Be ap of chere asligijit as leef on lynde 

and fete him care wepe wrynge and bapfe = 


gere endith the tale of tle clerhe of Ovenfoꝛde 
Yerba hoſpitis 

t Nis woꝛthj cle rke Wlay endpv Was his tale 

Pure hooſt ſayde and \Woze bp cockes bones 
ce were lyueꝛ thay a barelte of ale ES 
My wpf at home herde this legende onys 
This is a gentyk tale foꝛ the nonys 
as to my purpos Wpſt pe mp wylle 
But thyng that wylle nat be let it be ſtylle 

Here endith the wozdes of the hooſt 
Here bettpnnnetlh the Honnys prologue 

t He mpniſtre andnoziſſiynttLnto dyces 
- whicte that men cle pe in englyſſhe ydelnes 
whiche that is poꝛter of the pate of defices 
To e ſche wen and hy tlieir contraꝛy them oppre ſſe 
That is to ſap hy le fut beſynes 
ele outtht we to done alle oure entent 
Leſt that the feende With ydel neſſe vs hent 

ſoz he with his tfonſand coꝛdes ſtpe . Fl 
Contynually Bs wayetſ to beclappe 2 Lf 
bday he may man in pdefneſſe aſppe „„ 
he can ſo ligſjtly catche him in his trappe 
rt that a man be hent right by the lappe 
He nys nat ware the fende hath him in honde | 
dee outtht vs werke and pdefneſſe withſtonde 

And though men drede neui foꝛ to dye + 
pet ſe men wele by rea ſon doutles 


ce i 


h baue ſjere dooy mp 
Alfter the 


© co — — 
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That pderneſſe is open ſkottardy 
Df 2 ther comytij neuir no gode encreſſe 
And ſe that ſtough her holdith in a fees 
D nfp foz to ſtepe andete and drynke 
And to deuoure af that otheꝛ ſwynke 
And foꝛ to put bs from ſuche pdeknes 
Tihatcauſe is of grete con fuſioun 
feyth ful be ſyneſſe 
e legende and tran ſlacioun 
Rigi ſo thy gloꝛious lyf and paſſioun 
Thou With ttjy ga rlonde Wrought of roſe of kpfe 
The mene q mapde and martyꝛ ſcint Cecifp 
And thou that ffoure arte of birttpnes alle 
Df wtjome that Bernarde kuſt ſo wele to wryte 
To the at mp firſt betynnyng q cakke 
Thou comfoꝛte of Bs Wreches do me endite 
Thy mapdens deth that wan throu{th bez me rite 
The eternalle lyf and of the feend bictoꝛy 
As men map aftez rede in her ſtozp 


Thou mapde and modre doutthtez of thp ſonne 


5 Thou welle of me rey ſynful ſoules tocure 


|  Hpfilerpeya 


In whom that god of Bounte chaas foꝛ to wonne 
Thou ſjumbte and hig ouiꝛ euery creature 


Thou nobleſt ſo ferfozth outr nature 
That no diſdepne thy maheꝛ fadde of hynde 


Nis ſonne in blode and ſkeſſſe tockothe and wpnde 
whiche in the cloyſte z of thy bliſful ſides 

Toke mannes ſhappe the eterne loue and peas 

That of tp tryne compas loꝛde and{tpde is 

whom heuyn and ertße and ſee Withoutey fees 

nd thou Birttyn Wwembe les 

Bare of thp body and duelleſt mapde pure 

The creatouꝛe of eue ry creature 
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aſſe bed is the mattnificence 
ic mercy gade neſſe and with ppte 
That thou that arte tie ſoun of excellence 
Nat onfy ſiełpeſt them that prapett the 
But often tyme of thp benignyte 
ful frety oꝛ that may tfpy helpe ſeche 
Thon goſt hi foꝛe and art ouze ſoules leche 
No bd helpe thou bliſ ful and mee fayre mapde 
qpe flemyd Wretche in this de ſerte of galle 1 
Thynhe oy the woman of Canane that ſapde 
That Whekpegete ſome of the the cromes ſmalle 
That from tleire loꝛdes table been p falle 
and thoutth that j vn woꝛthy ſonne of eue 
Be ſynful pet accepte mp beleue 
Ind foꝛ that fepth is dede withoute werbes 
Zo foꝛ to werke peue me Wptte and ſpace FE RD 
That ij be quytte from thens there mooſt derke is 
O thou that art ſo fapre and fut of grace 
Be myn aduoca te iu efathigh place 
There as withouten ende is ſunge oſanne 
Thou criſtes modre dougiteꝛ dere of anne 
and of thykigüt my ſoule in pry ſoytighe 
That troubled is bp the cogitacioun 
Df my body and al ſo hy the wittht 
Oferthly kuſt and falſe affectioun 
O hauyn of the refute o ſaluacioun 
Df them that been in ſoro e and diſtreſſe 
Now helpe foꝛ to my Woꝛke J wol me dreſſe 
yet q prap pou that rede that 5 waſte 
foꝛyeue me that Jdo no diligence 
This iche ſtoꝛy beſekp toendite 
Fo: bothe haue g the woꝛdes and the ſentence © 
Of him that at the ſeyntes reuerence 


en 


— 


— — 


te Nonnesprofoſhue 


ER in he 
It is to ſay in engliſſ 
ſoz pure chaſtnes of pirgi 
Oꝛ foꝛ ſte wtitnes had of honeſte 
And grene of conſcience and 2 fame 
The ſwete ſauoure lyly was bez name 
O cecifp is to ſap the wey to 
ſoz ſte enſample was hy good techy 
DOꝛ elles cecily asi writen fpnde 
e 
Ofleuyy and kxa in her 
The heuyn is ſet foz thoug i offotpres 
And lya for heꝛtaſtyng beſpneſſe 
Ccecily map ehe be ſayd in this manere 
wantyng of blyndeneſſe foz her grete light 
Of ſapience and foꝛ her the wys dere 
r 
Sfheupy and leos comptſ of rift 
Men mptttt heꝛ wee the henyn of calle 
Enſampke of gode and wyſe werkes alle 
foꝛ leos people in en is foz to ſay 
And rig as men may in the heuyn ſe 
The ſonne and mone the ſterzes 
Sawpn of ſex et here mam ent 
p p ma 
And eke the ckerenes ſapience 
And ſondry werkes bright of excellence 5 
Andrigit ſoas theſe phikoſophers Þzpte f 
That heuyn is ſwyft and rounde and eke Brennpntt 
Rittht ſo was fapre tecily the whyte 


— — 


The Nonnes Tafe 


ful ſwyft and in euery (ode Workhyng 
and rounde and hole in gode perſeueryng 
and brennyng euiꝛ in charite fut Gritttit 


Nol ſaue i deckared pou What ſde tight 5 
Here enditf the Nonnes prologue 5 


And begynneth ler tale e 


I, 
f Nis mayden Grittht Cecily as her ſegend ſayt 
was comen of Romaynes and of noble hynde 

und from her cradyl dp foſt ryd in the feyt f 6 

| . Ofcriſt and hure his goſpel in heꝛ mynde 7 

dhe neuir ſeced as wrytey fynde 

Dftez prayer and god toloue anddride 

Beſechyng him to kepe Fez maydenhede 
Und Whay this mapde ſholde Bnto a man 

weddyd be that was ful yong of age 

Miche that y clypped was Balzxi 


- htistoſapiyentili 


+3 — blyndene 
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_ Foxpurechaſtnesof virginpte - 
Dz fox ſie Whitneohad of yoneſte 
ment — br good fame 
The ſwete ſauoure lyly was heꝛ name 
wg is to ſap the wey to 
ſoz ſhe enſample was By good 
Oꝛelles ceciłly as writey fynde 
as iopned by a maneꝛ conyng 
Deen ese Heng 
even et fo tee knennes 
— —— be ſyneſſ 
Cecitpmap ete be {a — ature 


Df ſapience and fox Cn — Hg 


. mo ae 

an compttj t 

Den myth t bez weke the he . 

See of yode andy ſe derhes alke 
Foꝛ leos people iy is foz to ſap 

And ritift as mey map in the heuyn ſe 

Tbe ſonne and mone the ſterꝛes euery wey 
Saag of opts the Eren mampnſte 

abe. 

ond es 
And ritt ſo as theſe phifoſophers weyte 


That heuyy is ſwyft and rounde and eke —— 
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ful ſwyft and in euerx gode woꝛhyng | 
and rounde and hole in gode perſeueryng | 
nd brennpng eur iycharite ful örigbt 5 | 
Now haue (Jdecfared you What ſhe ſiglit 
Nere endith the Nonnes prologue | 

And begynneth ſjeꝛ tate | 
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tf Nis mapdey Britt Cecily as her legend at 
was comenof Romapnes and of noble kynde - | 
Ind from heꝛ tradyl dp foſt ryd in the fepth _ £7 
Oferiſt and bare his goſpel in her mpnde — 
Ide neuir ſeced as j wryten fynde BE 5 F 
Of beꝛ prayer and god toloue and dride VVWwL 
Beſechyng him to hepe heꝛ maydenhede e 
Und whan this mapde ſholde Into a may 
eddyd be that was ful pontt of age 
Viche that y clypped was balerian 


er m 
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and day was come of fer ma riage 
Sbe fuk deuoute and (umble in de coatte 
ndre heꝛ robe of golde that —— 
d nept her fleſſhe y cladde hex 
And while that cecaſtaynes made melody 
To god aboue thus in he⁊ herte ſong ſhe 
O koꝛde my qo — en ſoulegype 
 ÞnlWemmpd feſt 
And foꝛ his fone = an 5 tre 
Euer ſecounde and 
Ay abydyng in be2 oꝛiſons ful * 
Che nygift cam and to hedde muſt ſhe goon 
with her hu ſbonde as it was the manere 
And prpuefy ſte ſapde tohim anone 
O ſwete and wele 6cfoupd ſpouſe dere 
Ther is a conceyte and ye Wyk it here 
whiicte that right fapne J wolde to you ſep 
So that pe ſwere pe wyl — ieney 
Valerian gan faſt to he ſÞere 


That foz nocaas ne thyng that mygiit be 
Be ſholde neuiꝛ to none e 


And than at erſt to him ſa 
aue ay aunget Whictie that loupth me 
—— with rote loue wherſo g wake 02 ſtepe 
y foꝛ tohepe 
* + Hogs he map fele oute of drede 
— — er oem ye 
Ne rigßt anone 4-5 pou — the de de 
And in poure pouttje thus ſſjal pe dye 
Andif tae pe in clene kyf me tfpe 
He wol you loue as me foz pone cłeneſſe 
And ſſbe we to you his ioy and his brightnco 
This valerian cozrected as god wolde 


The-Nonnes Tafe 


aunſ werde ag 
Lete me that aunget 
and if that it a bertip aunttek 
Than wol ij do as 
and if thou loue a 
Rittht with this ſ werde thay 
of repo lyſt ſeanngekſtalte ſe. 

at aun eſe 
So at pe — oncriſte ond ou baptyſe 
Goth fore to Via appia quod ſhe 


(#13 (af ruſte the 
19 dee 


Ce . 
2 may foꝛ ſotſie 


That from this tony ne ſtondith but mytes thre 


And to the poure fockes that there duel 
Sx them thee Gerig pou o lem ſens 
Tel them that Cecifp pou en 
To ſee pou gode 92bay the olde 
Nor fcvebema nedes and foz gode entent 
Ind Whay that ye ſein öcbandaue Gefoſde 
Telle Qin the watdes that to you tolde 


Ind whah that be hath puꝛged yon EIS ſynne 


Than ſhał pe ſhe the aunget 02 we twynne 
This pale ria is in to the 1515 gone 

Ind right as he was taught By her lernynſt 
He fonde this holy man brbay anone 
among the ſeyntes berielleskolbtyng 
andhe anone e witöoatey taripng 
Dyd his meſſage and han chat he ſadde tofde 
Yrbay for ioye gan his fondes Bp holde 
. — teris from his eyen lete he falle 
Sade god o acrift Fquodfe 
ez of caſt councepk hierd of vs alle 
The fꝛuyte of that ſede of chaſtite 
* ton 6aſt ſole iy Cetily take to tle. 

Lo kyke a be ſy be withouten gyle 


ee im 


0 che 1 
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The ſerupth ay tfpy obne thrafle cecike 

ſo: that ſpouſe that ſhe tohe but ne lde 
ſuf kphe a fers lyoun ſte ſenditl ere 
as meke as euir was any fambe toewe 
And With that woꝛde anone there gan appere 
An ofde may pcfadde in white (fere 
 Thathadde a hohe with lettre of gold in honde 

And gan bifoze Baferiay ſoꝛ to ſtonde 

Valerian as dede fel doun for drede 


wo 0 be this ode may ſa we ſtondyng ſo 
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wh iche fozthWith a non he he rde him rede 
O toꝛde of alle o feptl o god mo 
O criſtendome o fadre of alle alſo 
aboue alle and ouir alle euery Where 
Iheſe woꝛdes af with gold Writen were 
Whay this was reddde thay ſayd this olde may 
Leuyſt thou this thing oꝛ no ſap pe 0z nap 
ICene af thyng quod baferiay 
Foz ſothez thyng thay this daꝛ wele ſap 
Vndre heuyn no witthe thpnhe map 
 Thobanpſſted this olde man hie ne 
Und; . - ray him criſt ned right there 
Vateriay gotſj home and fyndeth Ceciky 
Within his chambre with an aunget ſtonde 
This aunget hadde of roſes and of kyly 
Crownps t wo the whiche he bare in honde 
And firſt to cecify as Jndrrſtonde 
e yaue that one, and afteꝛ ganze tale 
T ict dapdkeneand in wemmypd though 
ne an t 
Nepith ay wele theſe — — 
Fro paradiſe to you them haue JBronttht 


Ne neui: Witt ne ſhalle ſe them with eye 


t he be cha ſte and hate 
* — drach thou ſofone 
aſſentpd to 0 


teſt and ou ft 


Say W6at alt haue tiy bone 
aue a brotlez quod Vaferian tho TEL 
That in this woꝛlde q loue nomay ſo 
Jprap pou that my brothez map haue grace 
Tohnowe the trouthe as i do in this place 
The — ttodfyhett thy requee ſt 
Ind botle wi pal me of martirdotmre 
pe ſhakcome into this bliſful feeſt | 
Ind with that woꝛde tyburce His brother come 
Ind Way that fe the ſauoure Bndre nom 
iche that the roſes and the kyl yes caſt 
ditt in his Gert he gan to wondre faſt 
Ind ſapd J wondre this tyme of the pere 
Mens that this ſwete ſauoute comptl ſo 
Df roſes andlylyes that J ſmelle he re 
For thou them in myn hondes two 
The ſauouꝛe mpttht in me no depper ge 
The 2 ſmelle that in inp herte J fynde 
Hat chaunged me al in an otfez kynde 
Valerian ſayde twocrownes haue we 
Inowe white and roſe rede that ſhyneth cke re 
dliche that thyy eyn haue no myhht to ſe 
ind as thou ſmellyſt througß mp prape2 
Zo ſhakt thou ſe them leue hrotheꝛ deze 


Fit ſo be thou withouten ſtouthe 
I 


a right andhnoWe ver2p troutße 
Tyburte aun ſwerde ſayſt thon this to me 
ſotfaſtnes 02 iy dreme Jherkpy this 
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Jo dre mys quod Laleriay aue we be 
VDnto this tyme brothez mpy ywys 
But now at erſt oure duellyng in trouthe is 
Hob woteſt thou this quod tiBurce a in What wyſe 
Quod vałerian that ſat the deuyſe 
The aungtef of god ha ti me the trouthe y tauglite 
whiche thou ſhalt ſe if thou wylt re nye 
Tie ydolles and be clene and elles naught 


Andof the myracke of theſe croWnestwep 


Seynt ambroſe in his preface lyſt foꝛ to ſap 
Sole mpnelp this noble doctoure dere 
Comendith it and ſapth in this manere 
The palme of martirdome foꝛ to reſcepne 
Seint cecile ful filled of goddes pefte 
The woꝛlde and ehe heꝛ chambre gan ſte weſue 
Witnes Cecily and tiburtes ſhrifte 
To Which god of his bounte wolde ſhyfte 
Crounes twoof ffoures ſwete ſ —＋ 
And made his aunget them the crownes Grpntt 
 Themapdefjatth brougiit theyy to the heiſſe aboue 
The woꝛlde hath wyſt that it is woꝛthy certapy 
Deuocioun and chaſtite wele foz to loue 
Tho ſteWde him cecily alle open and pleyn 
That af ydolles been but a ting in Bapy 
ſox they be dombe and therto the be deef 
Andcharged him his ydolles foꝛ tofeef 
who ſo nat trowith this a beeſt he is 
Quod tho tiburce if i ſhacte natkpe 
And ſhe gan hyſſe his breeſt that herde this 
Und was ful gla de fe coude trouthe aſpye 
This day i take the foꝛ mpy alye 
Sapde this bliſſpd fapre mayden dere 


And afteꝛ that ſhe ſayde as pe may here 


| 
| 


The Nonnes Tafe 


* 4 Ir 4 a hy 
A 
| . 
— — ? 
2 — — 


£oritfft ſo as the loue of criſt quod ſe 

qpae me tt brothers bf ew dere 

Anone foz mpy afpe ere tabeJthe 

Sithen that thou wylt tiyn ydelles diſpyſe 

Go witzig 1 and the baptyſe 

And make the cfene ſo that thou map Beholde 

That aungelles face Þlicle tp brothez of tolde 
Tiburce aunſWerdand ſayd brother dere 

Firſt tel me whethez J ſal and to what ma 

To Won quod he com fozth With rigtit ode chere 


wol the kede Sto the. ban 

Tovrbay brothez mpy Baferiay 

Quod tho tyburce Wylt tou me thydre lede 

e thynketh that it were a wondre drede 

Ne mene yt nat Srbay quod ie tho 

That is ſo ofte dampned to be dede 

and wonetfh in laches al wey to and fro 

und daz nat on ys put forth his ede 

Men ſholde him brenne in a fyre ſo rede 

f be were fouude if men inygijt him aſppe . 

and we al ſo to bere him company VVV 
And while we ſeke that dyuin pte 

That is hd in heuyn prpuekp . „„ 

Aga te Brent in this woꝛlde ſhal we de 

To whom Cecikp aunſ werde bold? E 

Men ttptt5t dꝛede wele and ſhikfulkp VFC 

This kyf to loſe myn owne dere brother 5 5 

Atgis were lynyng onky and none othez 
But there is hetteꝛ kyf iy othe2 place 

That neui: ſhakbe koſt ne dri de the nouſ t 

h iche goddes ſon ne Bs tolde throutth bis grate 

That faders ſonne hatß al thyng wroug t 

Ind alte that wrouttht is with a ſtikfuk tuoug lt 
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a E 
ſouked him withouten any drede 
By woꝛde and by myracle be goddes ſonne 
Whay he was in the woꝛlde declared here 
That there is otſjeꝛ lyf there men map wonne 
To whom aunſ werd tpburce o ſuſtre dere 
Ne ſaydeſt thou rigit toW in this ma nere 
Theꝛ nas but one god loꝛd in ſothfaſtnes 


And now of thre how mayſt thou bere wytnes 


That ſhaf(J tet quod ſhe oꝛ that q go 
Ritt5t as a man hat ſaptences thre 
Memozp engyne andinteflecte afſo 
So in ſuche beyng of dyuinyte 
Thre per ſones map there rittfit wele be 
Tho gan ſte there fuf he ſiły jim preche 
Ofcriſtes ſonne and of his peynes teche 
And manp poyntes of his paſſiouy 


go goddes ſon ne in this woꝛlde was witholde 


To do mankhynde pfepy re miſſioun 

That been bounde in ſynnes and caꝛes colde 
Alle theſe thynges ſhe to tyburce tolde 
And after this tyburce in god entent 
with dale riay to - BrBay went 


That thanked god and with glade hert and ligt 


Re criſt ned him and made him in that place 
Parfpte in his lernyng goddes knpttht 

And afteꝛ this tyburte gat ſuche grace 

That euery day he ſa we in tyme and ſpace 
The aunttef of god and euery maneꝛ Bone 
That ſie god a ſuyd it was ſpedde ful ſone 

t were ful harde by oꝛdre foꝛ to ſapy 
Now many wondres ie ſus foꝛ ſim wrouttht 
But at thefaſt to telle ſhoꝛte and playn 
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The ſertjeauntes of the toun them ſought 
and them bi foꝛe almache the prefecte brought BE 1 
whiche them appoſ:dandſnewe al teireentent — 
and to the pmage of Jubitez tiem ſent . 
and ſayd who ſo wol do no ſacrifice 
Swappe of his ſede this is my ſentence here 
none theſe martirs that ij pou deupſe 
One maximus that was ay officere 
Of the prefectes and his councetłere 
Chem ent and the ſeyntes foꝛtu ladde 
Him ſerf he wept foz pyte that he hadde 
whay ma xi mus hadde herde the ſeyntes loꝛe 
He gat him of tie turmentours eue 
and gad ther to his ſouſe withonte n moꝛe 
and wit theire prechyng oꝛ it was ene 
They gan fro the turmentoures foꝛ to rene 
and fro ma xy me and fro his folhe echone 
Che fals fer to trol» in god allone 
Cecily cam ian it was wopte nyglit 
dith preſtys tllat them criſtned al in fere 
und after aꝛd wan dap was woxeyligit 
Cecil ſapde then Witt a ful ſtede faſt chere 
ob criſtes oWey knpttftesfeef and dere 
Caſt a a wey the werkes of derk nes 
und arme you with the armes of brigitnes 
re haue foꝛſotſi done a gꝛete hatayle 12 
pour cours is done poure feytſi 6ath you conſerupd 
Goth to the troune of lyf that may nat fapfe 
The rigijt fulle iuge whiche ye haue ſerupd 
peue it you as pe haue it deſerupd 
and bay this thyng was ſapde as j deuyſe 
Pen ledde them foꝛth to do ſacrifice 
But gan they were to the place p Brougfſt 


Andkoſen bothe theire hedes in the place 
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Co telle ſhoztkp the concłkuſioun 
R  riftfit nautfft 

But on theire knees ſpttey tem adoun 

with humble he rte and ſadde denociouy | 


The ſoules went to the kyng of grace 
This maximus that ſaide this thyng betpde 
with pytous teris tolde it anone ritt 
That he theiꝛ ſoules ſale to ſſeuyn ttfpde 
with aungels ful of clernes and lit 
and with his woꝛde conuertyd many a witt6t 
ſo: Whiche almachius dyd him ſo to bete 
with wh ippes of lede tyl be his kyf gan fete 
Cecifp him toe and buried him anone 
Dp tyburce and Vaferiay ſothkp * 
within heꝛ buriyng place vndre the ſtone 
and afteꝛ this almachius haſtety 
Badde his myniſtres fetche openly 
Cccilp ſo that ſhe mygjt in his preſence 
Do ſacrifice and [Jubitez encence 
But they conuertpd at heꝛ wyſe loꝛe 
wepte ful ſoꝛe and paue ful credence 
Vntoßer Worde and eryde moꝛe and moze 
Criſt goddes ſonne Whiclſe withoute difference 


ing em * — 2 — 


Js de rꝛy god this is oure ſentence 
That ha th a ſeruaunt ſo gode im to ſerue 
This with o ṽoyce we crye thoutth we ſterue 

At mach ius that herde of this dopntt 
Bad fetche Tecify that fe mptft bez ſe 
And afderftrſt this was his aſbpntt 
Whatmane: woman art thou quodbe 
(9 ary a gentyl woman Gozy quod ſFe 
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H aſhe it the quod he though it the greue 


refittiouy and of thp beleue 

4 r ce Begay queſtioun foliky - 
two aunſweres conckude 
peaſtpdfewdfp 
to that ſimiłitude 
tllyn aunſ were ſo rude 
of ſte. whay tlat ſhe was frepned 
Dfeon ſcience and of gode fepth vn feyned 

Amachius ſapde takeſt thou none jede 
Of mp poWez and ſhe aunſ werd him thys 
poure mptfft quod ſte is ful lytet to drede 
fo: euery moꝛ tale mannys poWez nys 
But [phe a Hadde ful of Wpnde y wys 
ſoꝛ with a nedeffes poynte Whay it is bfowe 
qap alle the boſt of it de lepde fuk love 

ful wrong fully began thou quod he 
Ind in wrong is pet af thp perſeueraunce 2 
lboteſt tou nat ho oure prynces migity and fre 
Kane thus comaunded and made 92denaunce 
That euery criſtey Wittht ſhal Faue penaunce 
but if that He his criſtendome with ſay 
and goon al qupte if fe wyl it renep 
poure princeserzey as poure noGfep dotß 
e 
ge mahe and it is na e 
for pe that broke wefe ouze innocence 
Foz aſmoche as we do ap reuerence 
Tocriſte and foz we bere acriſtey name 
Fe put on Bs a crpme andeke a blame 

But we that tnowe that name ſo 
for dertuous we may it nat with ſaye 
Anmache aunſ werde che ſe one of theſe two 
ſacrifice oꝛ criſtendome reney 
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That thou may ſhape by that wepe- - 

At whiche woes top Bſutmapt 
Gan faꝛ to lauge and tothe iuge ſapde 
P inge con fuſed in tiy nycete 
wolkt thou that i re ſcepue innocence 
To make me a wyched wigtht quod ſije 
Cohe diſſimpketh here in audience 


He ſtarith and wodith in his aduertence 
To whom al mache ſayd o ſely wretche 

Ne woteſt thou nat don fer my wytte may ſtretche 
n 


Naue nat ouze mytzuty prynces peup 
To me both polbeꝛ and auctoꝛite 
To make folhe bothe to dye and lyuen 
why ſpekyſt thou than ſo proudekp to me 
3 ſpebe nauttht but ſtedfaſtty quod ſhe 
Nat proudetp foꝛ jj ſap foꝛ mp ſyde 
we hate dedely that vpee of pryde 
And if thou drede nat a ſott foꝛ tobere 
Than wyt q ſſewe al openly bp rigt6e 
Thou that haſt made a ful (retefeſpnettfere 
Thon ſapſt tp prynces ſaue peue the mygit 
Bothe for to ſle and foꝛ to quychen a Wight 
Tat thou mayſt only buttpfberene 
Tou haſt none other power ne no leue 
But thou mayſt ſap thy princes haue the mahed 
Mpniſtre of deth foꝛ if thou ſpehe of mo 
Thou lieſt foꝛ thy powere is ful nakyd 
Do wey thy bol dneſſe ſayd almache tho 
And do ſacrifice to oure goddes 02 thou go 
J reche nat what wrong thou me profeꝛ 


Fo i can ſuffre as can a philoſopher 


r CY 
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But that wronges map(Jnatendure 
That thou ſpehyſt of ouꝛe goddes here quod be 


— 


The Non nes Tate 


OC Cecily aunſvereon . 
Thou ſapydeſt no woꝛde ey oa pabeſt tome i 
That ij ne hnoWe tierwitl tiy nytete ö 
and that tfou were in euery ma ne: wyſe 
_— ma . ſe 
chetli no thyntz of tixn vtter eyen 
14050 art blynde r bees 
That is a ſtone that men map wele a ſppen 
eee ee 
rede | 
Ba b 
1 
t is a ſame tha 
So ſcoꝛne tle andlaugſe at rode wag 
ſoꝛ comonlp mey wote it weke ouir alle 
That ap yoo yflupunes pe 
And theſe ymages wefe ou mapſt aſppe 
- Tothe ne to them by 7 0669 odg 
for in effecte they be nat Wozthe a myte 
This and ſuche othez woꝛdes ſapde 


«ſte nd 
inde were wrotſeand Badmey ſtſde Fez fide AF: 


— nſeandip@e (enſequedls 
renne heꝛ in a Gathe of 
Aas he Gadde right Ew dede 

for in a Gatfe they gan fer faſt ſytten 

Indnpttft and dap fyre they Sndre betyn 
e alſo 
for al the fyre and eke the grete 
i Ee 
made fer nata droppe foꝛ toſwete 
But iy that batbeber pete motlete 
for abmachius With a Wpchedeutent 

Coſte ez ty Bathe his ſonde toc Mt * 


— Geverey ends „ 


Thre ſtrokes in the neche Fe ſmote e2 tho 
The turmentoure hut foz no mane: chaunte 
He mpttft nat ſmptelſer neche a two 
And foꝛ ther was that tyme an oꝛdenaunce 
That nomay ſtofde do no perſone ſuche penaunce 
The fourth ſtroke toſmpte ſoft oi ſoz 
This turmentoure ne durſt do no moꝛe 
But alf dede with fer necke cotruen there 

He left her lye and on his wey he went 
Abe criſten foche Whicle that a oute er were 
Dit ſbetes haue the blode bp ent 

Tyre dates lyned lic thus in this turment 
Saen 

at ſte fa 

And them ſte yaue ſeꝛ menabfes and ges thyntt 
And to gode SrGay betoke tiem tho 
and ſayde n aſked this of euyn hyng 
To haue reſpite tire dates and no mo 
To recomende to pou oꝛ tſjat ij go 
Theſe ſoules lo and that g may do Wirche 


Fouſe perpetually a chirche 


tt ntes 

houſe the chürche of ſeput 
—— da, latoldeditaotic — 
Jn Whiche vnto this day in noble wyſe 


Men do to criſte and to his ſeyntes ſeruiſe 


Here enditß the Nonnes tale | 


And here bettynnett the prologue 
Of the chanons yeman 
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w han tolde was the lyf of ſeint Cecile 
Oꝛ we hadde 122 fpue mple 
nt 6outthton Bndre ble Bs gan a tae 
a may thatcfothed was in clothes blahe 
and bndrenethe fe ware a White ſurplice 
his la ney Wictie was of pomel gryte 
So ſwette te that wondre was to ſe 
t ſemyd that he lladde prycked mpkes tre 
a6oute the pa tret᷑ ſtode the fome | 
ge was of fome as ffpched as a ppe 
The bat nep eke that his pemay rode Spoy 
So ſwette that Lnnetlhes my(tht it goon 
a male twp folde Spoy tjiscroppylap 
Jt ſempd that he carped fptefarza 
aſittht foꝛ ſome : rode this Wozthp may 
Ind iy mpyerte to wondre g Bega 
Mat that he was tyk that g Pndreſtode 
Kolb that his ckohe was ſowed to his hode 
fo whictie whay i lladde long auyſed me 
dempd him ſom chanon foz tobe 
his hatte hyng at his bake doun by a lace 
Foz he adde ryden moꝛe than trotte oꝛ pace 
He rode ay pryckyng as fe were wode 
A ckote leef he hadde leyde vndre his hode 
for ſwete and foꝛ to kepe his hede fro fete 
But it was ioye foz to ſe him ſwete 
Nis fozehede droppyd as a ſtytlatoꝛy 
dere ful of planteyn oz of peritoꝛy 
and Wgan fie was come fe gan ctye 
God ſaue quod ie this iokpcompatiy a 
ſaſt bane g pryched quod de ſoꝛ youre ſake | 
Birauſe that I wolde pou ouir tahe 
Torpde in this mery company 


The profottne of the chanons pemay | 


Nis yeman was che ful of curteſpe 
— — ſires now in the motolde tyde 
ute of poure boſtrye g ſa we pou ryde 
And warned here mp fozde and fonuerapy 
Wbiche that to ryde With pon is ful fapy 
ffoꝛ his diſpoꝛte he foueth dattaunce 


ffrend foꝛ thy warnpntt god gxue tle gode chaunte 


Than ſapde oure looſt certapy it wolde ſe me 
Thy loꝛde were wyſe and ſo h may wele deme 
He is ful iocunde alſo dar gley 
Can he outtft telle a mery tale 02 twep 
witti whiche he (fade map this company 
who ſir my loꝛd. ye ſir witlouten kye 
He can of mprthe and ehe of iokite 
Nat but pnow afſo ſiz truſtith me 
And pe him knee as wele as do 
pe wolde wondre hol wele and craftely 
Be coude werke and that in ſondry wyſe 
He hath taken on himmanx a grete empryſe 
Whiche were ful haꝛd foꝛ any that is here 
To brong aboute but they of him it lere 
s homeł᷑y as be rpdeth amonttes pou 
If pe him hne we it wolde be fox youre prop / 
pe wolde nat foꝛgoon his acqueyntaunce 
ſoz mehyt good {J dar ley in bafaunce 
Al tlat g haue iy my poſſeſſioun 
Be io a man of hig diſcreciony 
warne pou he is a paſſpng wyſe may 
wete quod oure Hoſt { pray the telle me than 
Js he a cłerhe oꝛ none tet me What he is 
Aclerke nap nap ſe is greteꝛ thay a cferke yWps 
Sapd this peman and in woꝛdes fe we 
ᷓKooſt and of his craft ſom what wol i ſbe we 


\ 


J 


Tie prototue of tlle.c<anons yemay | 


Sit mp koꝛde can ſucheja ſußtette 
Gat biscra pemap nat Dytte of m 
Fot al the grounde to caunterbury toun 
Kecoude alle chene turne ip ſo du 
and paue ie ⁊: with ſifue and with golde 
and w6ay this ye man ach tus tocie 
Vnto oure hooſt. be ſapde bened 
This thing is wondre merueylous tome 
Zithey that tp koꝛde is of ſo hig prudence 
Bicauſe of whiche ſuolde men bim reuerence 
That of his woꝛſhippe rechith he ſolyte 
His ouereſt ſkoppe is nat Wozth a mpte 
as in effecte to im ſo moot Joo 
— —_ 88 45 
thy koꝛd ſo ſtotyſſtie q tie pray 

and of po lber is bettezcfothe to bey 
F that his dede accoade wit his ſpeche 
Tel me that and tat ( the beſeche 4 
hy quod this pemay Whertoaſhe peme 
God het pe me ſo foꝛ he ſhal neuiz the 
—ůů fap 

n oꝛe hepe it ſecrete | 
eisto wyſe iy feych asg beten: 
That is ouir do it wol neuiꝛ preue 
and right as ckerkes ſap it is a Bpce 
dierfoze in that i holde him le wde and nyce 
for han a may hat ouir grete a Wptte 
ft oft it happith him to mys pᷣſe it 
Yodo my koꝛde and that me greuyth ſore ht 
—— — . | 

rof no ſoꝛce gode yeman quod oure hooſt 
Sitey of the connyng of chy loꝛde thou booſt | 
Tel how fe dots tel — 2 ff 2 
m 


Setzen — — age 
where duelle 
Go the ſuba — a toun quod he 
Lurhyng in tie 
where — eſe — 
Rolden theire ferdful pryue 
ns thep that dar nat ſheWe theire 
Sofa we if we ſtat ſap the #; 
Now quod oure hooſt let me taſhe tothe 
—— — ſo rye = 1m 
peuytii ga rde grace 
Fam ſobſed ſobſedche bon fr fyte tobtowe 
That it hath chaunged my coloure g trowe 
J am nat wont in no mprzoure to prye 
But ſwynke ſoze andferne to m pe 
we 6fundrpyeniz and pouryn in the 
And foꝛ alte that We fayte of oure deſize 
Foz eutr we kacke oute c 
To moche foche we do ilku ſioun 
And Gorowe golde be it a pounde 02 two 
Oꝛ ten 02 tlekue 02 many ſommes mo 
And make them we ne at tlie feſt 
That of a pounde We coude make t 
t is falſe and ay we gjaue gode Fope 
t foꝛ to do and Hou it we 
But that ſcience is ſo feꝛ Bs Bi 
we map nat al though we adde it ſwoꝛn 
t ouir take it flytte a we ſo faſt 
Jt wol Bs make rs at the faſt 
whyle this ye man was thus in tachyng 
This cha non dre we him nere and herde al thyng 
wh iche this ye man ſpahe foꝛ ſuſpectioun 
O fmennys ſpeche euiꝛ hadde this cha non 


The profojiue of te clanons yemay 


ſo: catoy ſapth be that gyłty is e 
Demy tl al thyng tobe ſpoke of him yw is 
That was the cauſe he gan ſo nx zi dra wwe 
To this pemay to herhyn alle his ſa de | 
and thus he ſapde to his pemay tho 5 
Holde thou thy peas and ſpete no mo 
Foz if tou do thou ſtjakt it dere abye 
Thou ſckaundreſt me here in this company 
and eke di ſcoueryſt that thou ſholdeſt hyde 
pe quod ou re tek on What ſo betyde 
Df alke this thretyng reche thou nat a myte 
y feyth quod fe no moꝛe j do But lyte 
and hay this chanon ſa we it wolde nat be 
rr yuyte 
ge fledde a wey foz derꝛy ſoꝛowe and ſhame 
ada quod the pemay here ſſjat ryſe a game 
A that Jcay anoon ꝗ wol pou tek . 
Zitley lie is goon the foule fende him quelle 
Foz neui Ferafter wol q with him mete 
ſoz penp ne foz pounde g you befjete 
He that me firſt brouttht to that game 
D: that he dye ſoꝛolde haue he and ſhame 
fot it is erneſt to me by my fepth 
That fete j wele what that any may ſapth 
And pet foꝛ alte my ſmert and alle mp greef 
Foz al my ſoꝛo e kaboure and myſcheef 
— ny Wpere vpphefuffiſe 
mpgne ſuffiſe 
Toteſie affe ehatfornteh eo thatre, 7 
But nathefes pou wol g tel a parte 
Sithen that my loꝛd ie goon J wol nat ſpare 
thyng as q h node g wol deckare 


f in 
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w Ich this chanon Jdueffed ſeuyn pere 
And of his ſcience am nentir the nere 

at that J hadde q haue foſt 
And god wote ſo haue mo than 
Of ckothyng and of other gode arap 
There as I was wonte e 
Now map J were an hoſe Spoy mpy hede 
And where mp coloure was bothe White and rede 
Now it is way and of a ledyn he we 
Who ſo it Sſpth ſore ſhal he relde 
Andof mp ſwpnhe y blent is mpy eye 

Lo ſuche auauntage it is tomuktiplye 
That ſtydyng ſcience bath ma de me fo Bare 
That Jhane no ttode Where that euiꝛ ) fare 


Tce tale of tie canons peman 


d Jan 1 — ſo ſore therbp 
and pet —— 


Dla ere r J ſgak it quyte neutr 


tet euerp may beware bp me foꝛ euir 

what manez may that caſtitij him therto 
e fte y do 
for helpe me god therby ſbal de nat wynne Mt; 
— epre his pu eand mahe lis byte tynne 

» be throutth bismadnesandliisfoly 
Kath koſt lis oWne gode through iepardy 

Thay he eyciteth othez men therto 5 
To leſe theire gode as he him ſelf Gath do 
For bnto Wereches loge leis andeaſe 
Tobaue theire felo des iy pepne and diſeaſe 
For thus was Jonps lernyd of a clerne 
Df that nocharge ) wol ſpehe of oure werke 
gan we be there as We ſhal excerſiſe : 4 
Dureefupſſſecraft be ſeme wondre wyſe W 
a rs rr 1 
ade mp herte feynte Fo 

tefte eche propozcion 
Df — pre 

ds on i» eh p ele be 

Of ſykueꝛ 02 ſome othez quantite 

Ind beſp me to telle pou the names 
Df ozpement brent bones iron ſqua mes 
That into powdez grounde be fuk ſmalle 
And in an erthen potte how put is alle 
and ſafe petpr and alſo papyre 

Difoop theſe powders that Jſpeke offfere 

Ind Wefe »couered wich a kampe of fas N 
and of — othez thyng wh iche that there was 
indof the pottys and gtaſſes entutyng 


and 


— == _ 


al 


Pure groundey litartze ene on the perfury 


a 
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lat of the epre mp{ffit paſſe oute notylintt 
And of the fpre eaſp and ſmert alſo 

w iche that was made and of the care and wo 
That we hadde in oure maters ſublymyng 
And in amalgamyng and calcenyng 

Of qupeſpkueꝛ ckeped mercury crude 

Foꝛ alte oure ſłligijtes we can nat conckude 
Onre oꝛpement and ſubeymed mercury 


Ofeche of them of Bnces a certa 
Nat helpitß vs oure la boure loi Bepy 
And ehe oure ſpirites aſcenciouy 
Ne oure maters that fpey af fix a doun 
Map in oure woꝛhyng no tiyng auapſe 
Fo: [oſt is alte oure la boure and trauayte 
And alte tße cooſt a twenty deupk wey 
Gs loſt alſo whiche we on it ley 
Fo: ther is alſo ful ny a notſjeꝛ tiyng 
That is to oure crafte ap vng 
Thougß q 6 oꝛdre then e neſcan 
Bicauſe that q am afeWde may 
pet wol [J tek them as thep come > + 66 
8 


to 

Thoutt6 Jnecay nat ſette them in 
ds Goof armonpacke dᷣeerdegrece Goza 
And ſondry veſſelles made of ertſje and glas 
Pure S:pnafes and oure deſcenſoties 
Violes croſſolettes and ſubiyma toꝛies 
Conturbitees and alembykes eke 
And otheꝛ ſuche dert pnoutth a keen 
Qat nedith it to reheꝛſe them alle | 
oak 1. — — — 
en armonpakhe and brpmſtone 
and herbes eke coude gj telle many one 


Tie tale of tlie clanons yema⸗ 


ds egrymonpne date ria and lunar 
andoe ue ties totarp 

Darelampes brynne nyßzüt and dag 
Tobrynge aGonte ou re craft if that we may 
Dare furneps che of calcinacioun 

and of waters afBifpcaciouy B 
Vnſleckyd kyme c<alte gleyre of ang eye 
Poudres dyuerſe aſſtes dong pyſſe and ckeyr 

Seryd pottes ſalt petpz vyttriole 
And dyuers fyres made of wode and coſe 
Sil tartp2 afcofp and ſat preparate 
and combuſte ma ters and coagutkate 


Of tartze alym glas berme woꝛte and argule 

Roſalttaz and othez matersenbiBpntt 

Indeke of oure maters encoꝛpoꝛyng 

and of oure ſpfuezcitrynaciouy 1 

Dure ſementyng and oure fermentaciouy 

Dure ingottes teſtes and many moo 

} of pou telte as me was taugite al ſo 

The foure ſpirites and the bodies ſeupy 

oꝛdre as g herd mp fozd neupy 

firſt ſpirite quyche ſilueꝛ clepyd is 

The ſecounde oꝛpement the ti ridde pwps 
— and the fourth brymſtone 

The bodies ſeupykoke them there anon 

Sol golde is and luna ſylueꝛ we threpe 

Pars iron Mercury quycheſilueꝛ we ckepe 


Saturnus lede and inhiteꝛ is tyy 
und de nus copeꝛ by my fader hynne 
This curſedcraft who wol excerciſe 
He ſhalke no gode haue that may ſuffiſe 


for ate gode he ſpended theire aboute 


Clep made with hoꝛſe dontz mannys here and opte 5 


Bt öntogodof 
. oꝛ alle oure craft Whan we haue alle y do 
4 And atte oure ſteygite le wet nat come vs to 


* 
n 


Let him come fozth and kerne to 
und euery may that hath ouꝑit in nis 
et him appere and weve a 


Oykes ablacions metalle ſuſible 


Preeſt oꝛ canon oꝛ any othez 
Choutt he ſytte at his bohe dap and nyt 
Jylernyng of this ekayſſtie npcefoze 

Alle is in ṽeyn and parde moze 

Js to lerne a lelode may this ſubtelte 

Fp ſpeke nat therof it wok nat be 

And can he lettrature oꝛ tan he none 

As in effecte fe ſſjat fpnde it al one 

Foz Gottje two By my ſakuaciouy 
Concfudeyiy muftipficactony 
af liche were whan they laue alle y doo 
Thisisto ſapy thep fat boche two 


pet foꝛgate ij to make refjerſaple 
Df __ cozoſpf and of (pmaptk 
Ando 


bodies molli ficacioun 
And alſo of theire enduraciouy 


To telle you it wolde paſſe any 6pble 
That owhere is therfoze as for the Beſt 
Of theſe names now wol g me reſt 
Foz as{j trowe ij haue tolde ynold 

To repſe a feende al lobe he neuir ſo row 


Anay ket be the phifoſopters ſtooy 


r we clepe we ſehe faſt echoon 
ſoz hadde We him thay were we ſihe2 yno lde 
J make anowe 


W 


reren 
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fath made Bs ſpende moche gode 
2 ſozoWe therof almooſt we we xen wode 
But that gode hope crepitſj in oure Herte 
Suppoſyng euiz though we ſoze ſmert 
To be reteuyd by ſim afterwarde 
Suche ſuppoſyng and hope is ſharpe andhaꝛde 
q warne pou weke it is to ſekyn euir > 
That future temps hatij made men diſſeuix 
Jy truſte therof alle that euiꝛ they hadde 
pet of that arte they can nat wex ſad 
#02 vönto them it is a bytteꝛ ſwete 
do ſemytll it foz ne had ttiey but a ſhete 
bbiche that myſt wrappe them in a nyttte 
anda bratte to walken in by day fpyht 
They Wolde it ſelle and ſpende it in this craft 
Thep can nat ſtynt tyt᷑ no thyng be kaft 
ettr moꝛe Where that they goon = 
map them kenne by ſmetke of brymſtogy 
al the Woꝛlde they ſtynke as a gote 
re ſauoure is ſo rammyſſie and ſoote 
t thoutitj a may a myle from them be 

_— wpk en fecte him truſtith me 
fothus by ſmellyng and thredeBare aray 
chat mey lyſt ttjeſe folke knowe they map 
und if a man wol aſke them p 
boy they be ckothed ſo ůnthriftely 
Right anone they wol roune in his ert 
and ſap if tat they aſpyed were 
Pen wolde them ſce bicauſe of theire ſcience 
to thus theſe folhe betrayen innocence 
Pas ouir this J mp tale Into 
Oꝛ that the potte de on the fpre v do 
and metalles a certayn quantite 


©  Dftlieſeparaeltes} wol be wart efſone 


Py 
—_— 
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Mp loꝛde them temprith and no man but he 
Now is ſie goon q daꝛ ſap 

Foz as mei ſap he can docra 
Uſttate (J wote Weke he hatij ſuche a name 
And pet ful ofte he rpnnett in the bla me 
And wote ye hold fuk ofte it farith ſo 
The pot to hrehitij and fare wele alis do 


+ The metalles heen of ſo trete Ppolence 


Oure waffes map nat make them re ſiſtence 

But if they were wrougit of lyme and ſtone 

They perſe ſo and tfroutth the Walle they gone 

und ſom of them ſynke doun in the grounde 

Thus ſjaue we łoſt bp tyme many a pounde 

And ſor az ſcatred af the flooꝛe aBoute 

Dan 
outth that the feende in oure ſigijt him nat (Bebe 

trob that be witt vs be that ice ſhrewe {ee 

In helle Where he is loꝛde and ſpre 

Ne is ther moꝛe wo ne rancoꝛ ne pre 

wan that oure pote is broken as Jane ſayd 

Euer may clipt and holditi im euyt appaped 

Some ſapde it was of the fyre nahpng 

Some ſayd nay it was of wpng 

Tian was i a ferde foz that was myn office 

Stra we quod the th ridde pe be le lde and nyce 

It was nat tempryd as it outffit tobe 

Nap quod the fourtiſe ſtynte and herkyn me 

Bicauſe oure fpre was nat made of beche 

That is the cauſe and other none ſitheche 

can nat teffe Where on it was along 

But wete g wote (frete ſtryf is bs a mong 

what quod my łoꝛde ther is no more to dooy 
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Jam rj ſphe: that the potte was craſed 
Be as be map Ge pe nat amaſpd oa, 
2s page is let ſwepe the floꝛe ſptiſe | 
Peu ertes and be glade and bythe 
The mulloke on an bepe ſwepyd was 
and on the flooꝛe caſt a canuas 
and alte the mu(foke in a ſyde y throwe 
and ſiftyd and pycked many a tiirowe 
Parde quod one ſomiwhat of ouꝛ metaffe 
pet is ther here we laue nat alte 
and thougg this thyng myſuappedhatß as now 
anothez tyme it map be wele ynow Rs 
de muſt put oure gode in auenture 
I marchaunt parde map nat ay endure 
Truſtith me wele in bis proſpertte . 
Zomtpme his godes been drenchyd in the ſee 
And ſomtyme it compth ſauf Lntofonde 
Peas quod my loꝛde the nexte tyme 
To bryng oure craſte al in ay 
Ind but (J do ſires lete me Faue the w 
Ther was a defaute in ſomWlat Wee J wote 
Inotfe2 ſayde the fpre was ouir hote 
But Ge it hote 02 colde ) das ſap this 
That we conckude euirmoꝛe amps 
de fayle al wey of that we worde aue 
ind in oure ma dnes euir moꝛe we raue 
mary tat 

nery man ſempth as wyſe as ſakamoy 
But alle thyng wh iche that ſoyneth as golde 
tis nat ttokde as Jhaue gerde tolde 
Who nargovr eſo bee 

na t ſo 02 crpe 

Right ſolt farieF amonyeoBs 258 
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Andhe that ſempth tre weſt is a tlieef 1030 


That ſhak pe hno we oꝛ that} from 

Be tllat mp tafe Ge fofde Bntoay 

There was a chanoq of tełigioun 
Amonttes vs wolde enfecte al a toun 
Though it were as grete as was nynpue 
Rome Ali ſaundre trope oꝛ other thre 

- Nisſſittſtes and his infinyte fal ſeneſſel 

Ne coude nomay Write as i geſſe 
Thoutth thathe mygiit kyue a 


(jy alle the woꝛlde of fakſneſſe nys his pere 
ſffoꝛ iy his termys he wyl him ſo wynde £ 
hyn 


Erreger 


And ſpeke his wozdes in ſo 
wan he comen ſtab with ony 
That he wol make him dote anon 
But it a feende Ge as him ſelf is 
ful many a may hathj fe Bettpfed oꝛ this 
And wol if that helyue may a Wyle 
And pet men rpde 02 go many a mytłe 
Bim foꝛ to ſehe and haue his acquepntaunte 
Nat hnobwyng of fits fals gouernaunce 
And if pefyſt to peue me audience 
J wol it tet here in poure preſence 
But woꝛſhipful cha nons religious 
Ne demeth nat that i ſdaundre poure ſſouſe 
At thougſ my tale of a chanon be 
Of eue ry oꝛdre ſom ſlire we is parde 
ds god fozbede that af a company 
Sßſulde rewe a ſyngulez mann ys foly 
ph To ſcłauudre pou it is notfpntt mpyentent 
. But to coꝛrecte that is mps went 


c 
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rede 
ten wie Foes ſe emp deode 
notfpntt a 
but hiscaaofertpy böte 
{ Nfondoy was a preeſt 44 
That theriy ladde duekt many a pere 
die das ſopteſaune andfoſerapſble A 
Pnto te wyf where as fe went to 
That ſhe wolde ſaffre him no tůyntz to pay 
fon boꝛde ne clothyng went ſie neu ſo gay 
ind ſpendyng ſytueꝛ hadde be right ynoſde 
f no force in pkeſaunce went ſis pltowe 
n 
That brouttht this prerſt tocon fu ſion 
This fals cha non cam Spoy a day 
Pnto the preeſtes chambre Wdere Ge lay 
beſectipntt him to lene fiim a certapy 
Df totde and he wolde g atfapy 
45 eee 
* duns 
Indif ſobe thou fynde — 
Mothez day ang me by the dals 
This preeſt him tone a marhe and that as ſwy te 
ind this cha noh him thanked oft] 
ind tobe his lene and went fort bis wey x 
2 


* 
* 
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off it is that ſuche profezed ſeruiſe 
ae the olde Wyſe 
and that rigit ſone g wol it deriſe 4 
y tlis chanon rotte of alle trechery 5 
Tat euirmaze defite la ti and geadneſſe 
Suche feendly thougůites in bis berte impreſſe 
Howcriſtes people tie map to mychief bryng 
God kepe Bs from his e 
Nougijt wyſt this preeſt with whoty that be derte 
Ne of his harmecompn( no thyng be fette Kg 
O ſekp preeſt o ſefp innocente 
bith couetyſe anone thou ſſaft be blent 
D gracetes ful blpnde is thy concepte 
No thyng art thou ware of his diſceyte 
wliche that this fox ſhapen fath to th Te 
His wples is wrenches ttioumapſt nat fle 
dferfoze to go to theconcuſiouy PER 
That referꝛyth to tiy confuſiony 
Pntappp mananon g wol mere 
To tekte tiy vn wytte and tlip foly NE 
andehe the falſeneſſe of tat othez Wretche 
de ferfoꝛth as mp tonyng wyt ſtretche = 
This cha non was my koꝛd ye wol wene 
Zir hooſt in fepth and By heuens quent 
| was a nothez chanoy and nate 
That cay an hundred folde moꝛe fubtelte 

bath betraped folbe many a tyme 
Dffis falſeneſſe it dulkith me to ry me 
Euir wan ſpebe of Uaſakſeiede 
for ſame of tity mp chehes we xen rede 
Wates they begynne foꝛ to glolde 
fot redeneſſe haue J none rig jt wele Jhnowe 
y mp Spſatte foz fumes dyuerſe 
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Andtet him örpng 


Asa there is any in ponre purſe oꝛ mpy 
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Of nmetalle whichie ye laue herde me refierce 
Conſumed and waſtydſjath my redeneſſe 
Mob tahiti ſede of tiſis chanons curſidneſſe 
Sir quod ge to the preeſt let pour may gone 
Foz qupcſiluer ttjat e adde it anone 
d han ecomprtis faſt peſt 
And Whay de compth as faſt pe e 
A wondte ttpng whiche pe ſalve neuir 02 this 
Sir quod the preeſt it ſhak be dopps 
He ba dde his ſeruaunt fetche him this tyntt 
ande al redy was at his byddyng 
And went him forth andcam anone agayn 
with this qupcſifuez ſhoztkp foꝛ to ſeyn 
And tobe tue bnces tire to the ca non 
And he them leyde wele and fayre adouy 
And badde the ſe ruaunt coles fox to bryng 
That he anon mpttfe go to his woꝛbyng 
The cofes right anon were y fette 
And this cha nog toke oute a croſſeket 
Of his boſom and ſtiewde it to the preeſt 
This inſt rument quod he Whiche that thou ſeeſt 
Tahe in thy honde and put th ſc>ff the rin 
Of this qupcſilueꝛ an Bnce and betfpnne 
In the name of criſt to wey a philoſopheꝛ 

Thier be ful fe we Wictie wolde it profe : 
To ſſje we them thus moche of mp ſcience 

Foz here ſſial pe ſe hy experience 
Chat this qupcſikuer } wol moztifp 
Rittht in poure ſift anon withouten kye 
And make it as gode ſylueꝛ and as fpne 


Oꝛekleſ where and mahe it mafia 
And elles holde me fals and vnſtable 


* 
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th youre may and let him be withoute 
Dieter the doe Wlipte we be there a boute 
Pure prpuete that noman Bs aſppe 
whifes that we wozke ty this phifoſoplp 
t as je badde fulfylled was in dede 
This iche ſeruaunt anon oute pede 
and his mapſter ſhytte tie doꝛe anon 
and to theire la boure ſpedely they goon 
This preeſt at this curſedchanons byddyng 
Ypon tlie fyre rigt anon ſet this thyng 
ind ble we the fyre and beſpyed lim fulle faſte 
und this cha non into the croſſelet caſt 21 
Apoudre nat q neuiz Wheꝛof it was 
p made of chacke of erte oꝛ of glas g 
DOꝛ ſom what elles was nat wozth a ftye 
To błynde With this preeſt and badde him hye 
The cofes foꝛ to couche alle aboue | 
fot iy tohenpntt that] the kone 
Quod this cha non. tiyn hondes two 
Shal werke al thyng that here ſhalbe do 
Gramercy quod this preeſt and was right (fade 
and couched the coles as the chanon bade 
Ind while he beſp was. this feendfp wretche 
This falſe chanon the foule feende him fetche 
Dute of his boſomtoke a bechyn cole 
y Whiche fut ſubtelly was made an hole 
and therin was put of ſylueꝛ lymyailt 
dy bnſe and ſtoppyd was withouten fayle 
Che hole With wex to hepe the lymayle iy = 


Ig m 


And in his honde he bare it prpuefp 
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And Snderſtondeth that this falſe gyn 
was nat made there but it was made befoze 
And othez thynges that q you teffe ſſlat moꝛe 
Heraftez Whiche he with dim brought 
Oꝛ lee cam there (ity to begyte he tyougte 
And ſo he dpd oz that they pede atwpnne 
Tyt te adde ternyd 
It ouffpth me jan that g of lim ſpehe 
Of bis fakſelede fapy wolde g me wort he 
yr g wyſt bow hut he is here and there 
He is ſo ba riaunt he a bydetii no Þlere 
But tahiti hede ſires for goddes loue 
Ne tobe his cole of whiche jj ſpahe aboue 


and Whites this preeſt couched beſifp 

The cofes as ij pou tolde os ttjis 

This cha non ſapd frende pe doo amps 

This is nat couchyd as it ougiit to be 

But ſone q ſhatfe amende it quodije 

Nod let me medle ther with but a While 

Foz q haue of pou ppte bp ſeint gyłe 

pe be right hote g ſe ho pe ſÞete 

aue here a clotqe and wype aWep the wett 
Und Whites the preeſt wyped his face 

This cha non toe his cote With ſozp grace 

And leyde it a boue Spoy the mydwarde 

Of the croſſeket and ble we wele afterward 

Tyf that the cofes gan faſt to renne 

Now peue bs drpnke quod the chanon thenne 

as ſwpthe al ſhalbe wele g Bndertake 

Spt we doun and let vs mery make 

And Whay this cha non his bechpy cofe 


Nadde brouglite and the lymayle oute of the bole 


(tm he coude nat twynne 
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Fnto the croſſeket it fyt anon doun. 
and ſoit muſt nedes bp reaſoy — 
Hithey it ſoeupy aboue couched was 
Hut therof wyſt the preeſt nothyng alfas 
He dempd alle the cotes lyche gode SER: 

#o: of the ſrigijt te noth ng vnderſtode 

and whay this aftampicre ſawe his tyme 

Ryſe Sp ſir prerſt tie ſapde and ſtond byme 

And foꝛ 5 wote wele ingot laue pe none 

Go waluetſj foꝛtij ano bryngeth a chatuſtone 

yo q wol make of it the fame ſygappe 

That ay ingot is if it may Lappe 

and brpnge ehe with pou a botce 02 a pay)! 

Ful of watez and pe ſyalte wee ſe thanne 
Holb that oure he ſyneſſe ſtat ttryueandprene - 
and foꝛ pe ſual ijaue me tyno myſbeteue 

Ve Wrong concept of me in poure abſence 

wol nat be oute of ou preſence*” 

But go Witt) pou and come With pon aftayy 

The chambre doꝛe ſtjoztty fot to ſepy KITS 
They opened and ſtptte and went theire wey 

Und fozth with them thep toke the key 

und cam apey withoute any defap 

gat ſhold,J tarp alte the long dap 

ge tobe the chaktze and ſhope it in a wyſe 

Df an ingotte as J ſhak pou deupſe 
f ſap he tohe oute of his oWne ſkeue 1 Y 
A tepy of ſifuez euyt᷑ mot fie cheue „„ 
Which that ne was hut ay vᷣnce of wytft 4 
And takith hede now of this curſed ſight et 
He ſcope his ingot in lengitß and in brede 

Of this teyn withouten any drede 8 
Jo ſkig{lp that the preeſt it nat aſpyed 
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Und in bis ſteue agayn le gan it ipde 
And from the fpre te toe Sp the matere 
Aud ig the ingot te put it With merp chert 
Andinto the watez beſſel he itcaſt 
Whay that dimtyſt and bad the preeſt as faſt 
Cohe Wtjat tue re is put iy thpy honde and ttrope 
C vou ſtatt fynde there ſytueꝛ as e 
wat deupl of hełlłe ſholde it ełlis 
Slauyng of ſue ſpkuez is ſir parde 
He put his honde in and toke bp a 
Of ſpluez fpne and glade in eucrp bepne 
Viytdze was this preeſt ian he ſalve it was ſo 
(Zoddes btp(ſpng andljis mode rs al ſo 
und allt halowes laue pe ſtir canon 
Sapde this preeſt and g her mali ſoun 
Vut and pe bouche ſauf to teche it me 
This nobte cra fte and this ſubteł te 
wol be youre may in alle that ener J map 
£Yuov tis chanon pet wol q mahe 2 
The {ecound: tyme that pe map ta he fe 
And Be eyperte in this at poure nede 
Anotſieꝛ day aſſap in mpy aBſence 
Tbs d{{ciplpne and this crafty ſcience 
Let cahe anothe2 vᷣnce quod he tho 
Of quycſifoez withoute Wozdes mo 
And do ther witt as pe haue do 02 this 
with that othez Whiche that noW ſplue: is 
Tie preeſt him be ſpett al that euir he can 
To do as this cha non this curſed may 
Comaunded him and faſt ble we the fyre 
For to come to the effecte of his deſpre 
And this cha non right t9 this meane Wyle 
at redy was the preeſt for to beyyte 
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and foꝛ countenaunce in lis honde Bare 

ay holo we take kepe and he ware 

Jy the ende of whjiche an Pnce and moe 

Of ſpkuez kymapke put as ſapde is bifoꝛe 
as in his cole and ſtopppd with wey wele 
for to hepe in his cymapłe euer dete 
and white the preeſt was in his beſpneſſe 
This cha non with his ſtyche gan it dre ſſe 
To him anon and his poudre caſte iy 

do he dyderſt. the deuyt oute of his ſuyy 
him turne  prap to god foꝛ his falſehede 
ſoꝛ de Was eutr falſe in thougttite and dede 
And with his ſtpche aboue his croſſefet 
That was oꝛdeynid witt that fafſe get 

He ſterpd the coles tyl af refente beganne 
The wey apenſt the fpre as euery may 

But it a foot be Wote wele it muſt nede - 
And alle that in the ſtyche was oute pede 

and in the croſſelet haſtety fel | 
Nol gode ſires what wol pe bet thay wel | 
bday that this preeſt was thus begyled agapy - 
HSuppoſyng nouttht but — to ſayy 
He was ſo glade can nat expteſſe 

Y no ma neꝛ his mprthe and his gfadneſſe 

Ind to the cha non he profred eftſone ö 

Dody and — ye quod the cha non anon | 
Though Jbe poure crafty thou ſhake me fpnde 

, Ibarne he ele pet is ther moze behpnde 

js there any cope herin quodhe 
py quod the preeſt ſi2 J trowe ther be 
Stles go bye Bs ſom and that as ſwytße 
Now gode ſi2 go foꝛth thy bey andhythe 
He went his Wey and with his coppr cam 


— 
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und the cha non in bis honde it nam , 

SS i 
to ſymple is mp 

ds t i wytte the doubleneſſe 

D f os og. of afte curſpdneſſe 


He ſempd frendly to them that tneWe him - "ad 


But te was feendlp bBothe in herte and 
jt werpetth me to telle of his falſeneſſe 

Andnatheces yet wol Jitevpreſſe 
To that entènt that men map be ware therbp 

And foz none other cauſe truly 

Ne put this bnce of copez in his croſſeket 

und on the fpre as ſwythe he it ſet 

and caſt in poudre and made the preeſt to bkolbe 
And iy ijiis woꝛhyng foꝛ to ſtoupe lowe 
As he dydere and al was hut a iape 
Right as iim Cyſt the preeſt be made his ape 
undafteꝛ in the ingot te it caſt 
And in the panne put it at the faſt 
Of watez* and iy he put his owne lande 
and iy his ſteue as pe bi foꝛn ande 
Nerd me tel and he hadde of ſifuez a tapy 
Ne ſkiglp tobe it oute this curſed 
Vn wetyng of the preeſt of this falſe crafte 
And in the pannes botom he it kaft 

And in the wateꝛ romhleti to and fro 

And wondre prpueſplſ tobe bp alſo 
The coppꝛ teyn nat hnoWpntt the preeſt 
and iydit and him bent by the breeſt 
And to iim ſpate and thus be ſayd in fame 
 Stoupeth open pe be to blame 


Ne W While 
— a obi Watt there 


Put i9 poure jon 
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a d the cha non let Bs 


theſe th re tepnes Whicte 
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das neuiz byrde gladdeꝛ ayenſt the day 
Ne nygepngaſe in the ſeaſoy of may 
bas neuiz noon that Geſt lyſt to ſyng 
Neladyluſtyez ty carotyng 
Or foz to ſpeke of loue 02 womanhede 
Ne hnygit in armes to done ay hardy dede 
To ſtonde in grace of hisfadp dere 

Than hadde ttjis preeſt this ſoꝛy craft to lere 
5 to the canon thus ſpahe te and ſepde 
That foꝛ tie toue of god that foꝛ Bs af rd 
Indas(J map de ſerue it vᷣnto pou 

dat ſhal this recepte coſte tet me now 
By oure lady quod this chanon it is dere 
) darne pou bete that ſaue g and a freze 
nglond can no may it make 
foꝛce quod he noW ſir for goddes ſabe 
bat ſhat᷑ J pap telle me ij pou pray 
ps quod he iti is fuk dere J ſap 
Sir at one Woꝛde if ye kyſt it to Gene 
pe ſhate pay fourty pounde ſo god rie ſane 
and nere "the frendſdip that pe dyd oꝛ tis 
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To me ſſjolde ye pape nomoꝛe pWps - 
Alis preeſt the ſumme of fourty pounde anon 
Df . — euerichoon 
0 anon for recepte 
Alle tits — was but fraude and diſceyte 
Sir pret ſt je ſapd ij hepe to haue no loſſe 
Pf m crafte foꝛ q wok hepe it cloſſe 
And as pe loue me hepe pe it ſecre 
Foz if meyhnowe alle my ſubteſte 
By god thep wolde laue ſogreteenuye 
To me hicauſe of mp pl 
g ſtolde be dede ther were none other wey 
God fozbede quod the preeſt what pe ſap 
pet hadde lyueꝛ ſpende al the gode 
Whictie that j haue oꝛ effkes Were g wode 
Thay that pe ſhulde falle in ſuche a myſchief 
Foz poure gode Wpfke ſir haue pe rigffit gode preef 
Quod this cia non and fare Wele graunt mercp 
And went his wap and neni: the preeſt him ſe 
Aftez that day, and wan thts preeſt ſFolde 
Mabe aſſap at ſuche tyme as te wolde 
Of this recepte fare Wele it wol nat be 
Lo tſjus heiaped and bettpfed was be 
Thus mab:ith he is introductioun 
Tobrpntt fofhe to theire diſtructiouy 
Tonſtdrech ſires holb that in eche eſtate 
Bet wixte men and golde ther is deha te 
So ferfozth that Lnnethes is there none 
This muftiplipntt bkpadeth ſo many one 
That in gode fepth q trowe thad it be 
The 1 of on —— 
e ers ſpehen ſo myſtely 
n this cra fte that meycay nat come tijerhy 
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fo: any wytte that men may aye now a dafes 
They may Wele cha te rn as dooy Japes „ 
ind in theire termys ſettyn their luſt andpeyy xn 
Hut to theire purpos ſhat they neuirattepy_ Wn 
a man map ligijtty lerne if he haue ought 
To multiply. and bryng his gode to nouttft 
to whiche a kucre is in this woꝛth y game 157 
à mannys myrthe it wol turne vnto grame 

and empte alſo grete and heuy purſes 

and makey focke foꝛ to purchace curſes 

Of them that haue theire gode to them lent 

O fp foꝛ ſame tho that haue be rent 
Alas can thep nat fle the ſyres hete 

pe that it iᷣſe g rede tqat ye it lete 
Leſt that pe le ſe at foz bette thay ncuir isłkate 
Neuir to tljzpue Were tolong a date . 
Thoutth pe prokle cuir neuiz ſhal ye it fynde 
pe be as Holde as it baperd the blynde -- | 
That bfundreth fozth and parckcaſtith nonne 
He is as holde to rynne agaynſt a ſtone 

as foz to go beſides in the wer 

Jo fare pe that multiply ſep 

f that youre eyen can nat ſe a rig 
Lohe that youre mynde lache nat his ſigit 
for thoutth that pe koke rittht brode and ſtare 
pe ſhal wynne neuiꝛ of that chaffare 
But waſte alle that ye may rappe and renne 
bithdrawe the fyre leſt it to faſt brenne 
Medlitij no moꝛe With that arte mene 
Foz if ye do pour thrifte is gone fulclene 
Und right as ſwythe g wyl pou telle here 
what philoſophers dydſin this matere 
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as fs roſary mabith menciouy 
He ſap en e 
Ther may no maꝝ mercury mo: 
But if it be with tits brothers 2 
o ſob that he whiche firſt ſayd this thyng 
Df ptiiloſophers fadre was hermes 
Re ſapti hold that the dragon doutkes 
Ne dieth nat hut if that he be ſtapy 
228 Grottez and — foz to ſepy 
B 2 rcurp none þ 
F- Suderfconderfank brpmſtone be his brothe2 
Tat oute of ſol and kung were p dra we 
und therfoze ſapde he take he de to mp ſawe 
Let no may beſp hin this arte ſoꝛ to ſeche 
But he the entencioy and the ſpeche 
Of phikoſoptiers vnde rſtonde can 
And if he do he isa keldde man 
Fo this ſcience and this honnyng ſayd die 
Js of the ſecrete of ſecretes parde 
afſo ther was a diſciple of plato 
That on a tyme ſapde lis mapſtez to 
as his hohe ſemoꝛ Wotbere 
And this was his demaunde ty ſotlifaſtnes 
22 
An aun 
Take the ſtone that Thitanes 
- Whiche is that quodhe 
Sapde plato pe ſiz is it 
is ignotum 
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Tel me the rote ode ſiz quod he tho 


men name 
is tie ſame 
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* rs were ſwoꝛne euerichone + 
CIR 

no Boke it Þrpte in no manere 
gabe 
for he wol nat that it di ſcoueryd be 
dut where it lyheth to ſlis deyte 
San tocnſpire and eke bnto — 
Dan that jim lyhe th lo this is the ende Neſs 
Than concfude ij <hus ſithen that god of leupy 
Ne wol nat the philoſophers neupy 
Bow that a may ſtjak come Snto this ſtone 
Jrede as foz the beſt let it gone 
for who ſo mabith god is aduerſary 
500 to woꝛke an wy in — 
hts 


neui ſhat᷑ he th 
Clough chars 0 wucarceetermtofötefrue 


Ind there a poynte fn endydis my tale 
God ſende eue ry gode man bote of his bale 
re endith the tale of the canons} 
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wbiche that nature had ſuche delyte 
dure a e eee 
and rody as a roſe with ſuche peynture 
She peynted hath this noSte creature 
D: 2 was 6029 pon fer lymes fre 
where as bp rittit ſuche coloured ſholde be 
and phe bus dyde had his dreſſes grete 
erbe to the ſtremps of his burnyng hete 
and if chat excellent was her beaute 
a thou ſand folde moꝛe vertuous Was ſhe 
yheꝛ ne lachith no condicioun 
That is to pryſe as hy di ſcrecioun 

as wele in body as in gooſt chaſte was ſhe 
Fo: whiche ſte floꝛed in Lirttpnite 
bits alle humytite and abſtynente 
bith acle ate mperaunce and pacience 
with meſure che and beryng of arap 
Diſcrete ſhe was in aunſ weryng allbey 
Sde was as wyſe as pallas dare ſepy 

Her facunde eke fuk womanky and pleyn 
None countrefetpd termes hadde ſhe 
To ſe me wyſe but afteꝛ her dettre 
Se ſpahe and alle her Woꝛdes moꝛe and leſſe 
Solvnyng ty dertue and in gentylneſſe 

Sd ame faſt ſhe was in mayde ns ſſamefaſtneſſe 
Conſtant in herte and euir in beſpneſſe | 
Codrpue heꝛ oute of pdle ſlogard 
Bacus hadde of ez mouthe no maiſtrye 
Foz wyne and youthe dotl venus encreſe 
ds men in fyre wol caſt oyle 02 (frece 
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Ind of her owne bertue vnconſtreyned 
Se hath ful ofte tymes her ſche feyned 
for that ſhe wolde fie ehe company 


Hi 
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2 where lykely was to treten of foly 
| ds is at feſtes reuelles and daunces 
That beey occa ſioune of dakiaunces 
Suche thynges make children fox tobe 
To ſone type and bofde as mey map ſc 
whiche is ful pa rlous andhatth bern poze 
Foz alle to ſone may ſtie lerne the loꝛe 
Of boldneſſe whay ſte is wexen a wpf 
And ye maſt reſſes in poure olde [pf 
That coꝛdes doutthters haue in gouernaunte 
Ne tahiti of mp woꝛdes no diſpleſaunte 
Thynhe that ye heen ſet in gouernynges 


Ether fo to haue hept poure honeſty 
£2 elles ye haue fallen in freefte 
andknowe wele pnoutth the olde daunce 
And haue foꝛ ſahe fully myſchaunce 
Foꝛ euirmoꝛe. therfoꝛe foꝛ criſtes ſahe 
To teche them Bertue foke that ye nat ſtake 
a theef of Senpſouy that hath foꝛlaft 
His licoureſneſſe and his olde crafte 
Cay hepe a foꝛeſt beſt of any may 
Now kepe them Wele foꝛ and pe wol pe can 
Loketij wele to no pᷣyce that pe aſſent 
Leſt pe dampned be foꝛ poure euyl entent 
ſoz who ſodoth a traptoure is certapy 
And tahiti ede of that J ſhafke ſepy 
Of affe treaſon ſout rayn peſtilence 
s Whay a wittht betrapeth innocence 
pe faders and pe mode rs eke afſo 
Thoutts ye haue children be it one 02 mo / 
youre is the charge of alle theire ſurueyaunſe 
Whiles they been bndre youre gonernaunce 
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Beware if by enſampkes of pouz . 
Oꝛ bp poure negtege nee in chaſt yſyng 
That they ne perpſſte foz ij dare wele ſep 
of that they do pe ſha it dere abe pe 
Vndre a ſhipherde ſoft and negti gent 
The wolf hath many a ſhepe andlambe to rent 
Suffiſeth en ſampkes pnough as he re > 
For q muſt turne ayey to my matere 

This mayde of Whuch q terte eppreſſe 
She kept her ſelf ſhe nedyd no mapſtreſſe 
For in her lyuyng mayde ns myglit rede 
qs in a hohe euer ode woꝛd in dede 

That fonttith to a mayde dertuous 

Ide was ſo prudent and ſo bounttous 
for Whicte the fame oute ſprong oy tuery ſpde 
Bothe of ez Gounte and of heꝛ Beante wyde 
That ti rougi tie (onde they pryſe her echone 

That foued dertue ſaue enup alone 

That ſoꝛy is of othez mennxs were 

Ind glade is of his ſozoWe and vnßhele 

This doctoure mabith this diſcripcioun 

This mayde on a dap went to the touy 

Tolbarde the temple with her modre dere 

ds is of pong mapdens the manere 

Low was there a juſtice in the toun 

That gouernoure was of that regiou | 
And ſo befpt this iuge bis epy caſt 44 
Ypo9 this mayde auy ſyng her ful faſt EUN 


as ſhecamforth by there the iuge ſtode 
Inone his herte chaunged and his mode 
So was he can(t5t with beaute of this mayde 
Ind tohim ſeff fut pryuety he ſayde 
Tlis mapde ſhalbe myn foz any man 
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Anone the feende into his herte ray 
And taugite him ſodenly by What ſkigiit 
The mapdey tohis purpos wynne fe mpi/ft 
Foꝛ certis by no foꝛce ne by no mede 
Hit thoutttite he was nat able foꝛ to ſpede 
Fo ſhe was ſtrong of frendes and ehe ſhe 
Con fermpd was in ſuche jouerapy beaute 
That wele he wyſt be myguit her nat Wpnne 
As foꝛ to mahe he ⁊ with ber Body to ſynne 
Foz whiche with grete defiberaciouy 

He ſent after a choꝛle was in the toun 


The wh iche he kene we ful ſubtik and ful Bolde 


This iuge Bnto this choꝛte his tale hath tolde 
Jy ſecrete wyſe and made him to aſſure 
He ſholde telle it to nocreature 
And if be dyd he ſholdi eſe his liede 
Whay aſſentyd was this curſed dede 

Glade was the iuge and made glade chere 
And yaue him pefces precious and dere 
whay ſjapey was al this conſpiracy 

From popnte to popnte lo that ſ is kpeſerp 
Parfourmed ſyold be fuk ſubeekly 

as pe ſtaffe here it afteꝛ alle openly 

Home goth this chozle that higtt ckaudyus 
This fatſe iuge that hight Appius 
So was his name foꝛ it is no fable 
But hnoWey foꝛ an hiſtoꝛyat᷑ ting notable 
The ſentence of it ſoth is oute of doute 
This fal ſe iuge goth nod faſt aBoute 
To haſten his delyte alle that fe map 
And ſobefpk ſone after oy a day 
This falſe iuge as telłithj Bs the ſtoꝛy 
As ſie was wont ſat in lis conſiſtozp 


The tate of the doctoure of pliſphe 


1 £Y wu», Ivf ee BD = = 2. it = = $5 ain. 2 ain. I. 4% 2: 229 ho uu bt ED = / 


ie tafeof the doctonre of pliſphe 


and paue his domes Bpoy ſondry caas e 

This falſe choꝛle cam fozth a ful grete paas 

Ind ſaydkoꝛd if it be youre wylle 

as doth me tight õponj my pytous bylle 

y wgiche J pleyne Spoy virginyus 

and if he wol ſay it is nat thus 

3 wpk preue it and fynde ode wytneſſe 

Chat ſoth is that my bylle wol expre ſſe 

Che iuge aunſ werd of this in his abſence 

ſmaynat yeue diffinyte ſentence 

Lete do caffe him and j wol gladly here 

Thou ſhaft haue rigijt and no wrong here 

Dirginyus cam to here the iuſtice Wylke - 

and rigit anone was redde this curſed bylle 

The ſentence was therof as pe ſhal here 

To you mp loꝛd Apppus ſo dere 

She with youre poure ſeruaunt Claudius 

ho that a hnygit callyd birginyus 

dyenſt the ka we and ayenſt alle cquy te 

odith e xpreſſe ayenſt the wyl of me Yoda 

Pp ſeruaunt, whiche that is mp thrafte by right 

Whiche from myn houſe was ſtolen on a nyttht 

bites ſhe was fulle yong J wol it preue 

by wytnesloꝛd ſo that ye nat greue | 

Ne nys nat his douttſter what ſobe'ſap 

her foꝛe mp fozde iuſtice q you prax 

elde me mp th ralle if it be youre wylle 

kothis was alle the ſentence of this bylle 

Pirttinpus gan Spoy the choꝛle beholde 

But haſtely oꝛ he his tale tolde 

He wolde a de fendyd it as ſholde a hnytt6t 

ind bp wytneſſe of many a trewe wigt 

Cat alle was falſe that ſaydbis 2 
un 
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Thiscurſed iutte wolde no lengeꝛ tarp 
Ne here a woꝛde moꝛe of Virttynyus 
But paue bis iuge ment and ſapde thus 
de me anone this choꝛle lis ſexuaunt hane 
Thou ſhaft no lengere in thy ſouſe her ſaue 
Go fette he2 fozth and put her in oure warde 
Tiischozle ſtalk haue his thralke thus q a warde 
And Whay this wozthy hnygiit Sirginpus 
Through ſentence of tije iuge Appius 
Muſt by fozce his dert dougghter peuxn 
Vnto tue iuge in lpctierp tolyuen 
He goth him home and ſet him in is halle 
Ano fete anone his dere donttlhtez calle 
And with a face ded as aſſhes colde 
Vpoo her humble face he gan behofde 
witt faders pyte ſtyckyng throutth his herte 
Al Wot tie nat from his purpos conuerte 
Doug te quod he vᷣirginea by the name 
Cher been two weyts otheꝛ deth oꝛ ſhame 
That thou muſt ſuffre affas that q was boze 
For neuir thou deſerupſt wherfoꝛe 
To dye Witt a ſwerde 0z with a hnyf 
O dere doughter whiche that alle mp lyf 
laue foſtryd bp wit ſuche pleſaunce 
That thou ne were oute of my teme mbraunce 
O dougiter wh iche that my laſt wo 
And in my lyf mp faſt top alſo 
O gemme of chaſtite in pacience 
Take thou thy dett foꝛ this is mp ſentence 
— —— —— be dede 
P PP on te de 
Attas that euir Upppus ny PE 
Thus att he iuged the to day 
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und tolde ez al the caas as pe Bifoze 

Kaue herd it nedith to telle it no moze 

S mercy dere fadre quod the mayde 

And Witt that woꝛde ſte Bottie ger armes leyd 

n6oute his necke as ſtje was wont todo 

The terps braſt out of fer epey two 

and ſapd gode fadre ſhal ij dye 

3s ther no grace is ther no remedy 

My certis dere douttfter mpy quod je 

Tan peue me ene fader mpy quod ſte 

Pp dett} tocomplepne a lytet ſpace 

ſoꝛ parde gepte yaue is doutthter grate 

ſoꝛ to compłeyne oz fie her ſto allas 

and god it wote nothyng was dier treſpas 

But that ſhe ran her fadeꝛ foꝛ to ſe 

To welcome him with grete ſolempnite 

And with that woꝛde ſtie fyl a ſwoune anoon 

und afteꝛ whay her ſwounyng was agone 

She ryſeti vy and to her fader ſayde 

Nyſſed be god that J ſhalle dye a maypde 

pef me my deth oꝛ that q haue a ſame 

Doth witt youre childe youre Þ 

Ind with that wozd ſhe prapett ful ofte 

That with his ſ werde fe ſholde ſmyte ſofte 

Ind With that woꝛde a ſwoun doune ſhe fpk 

He: fader with a ſozoufulke herte and wpſle 

her hede of ſmote and bp the top it bent 

Ind to the iuge he yaue it in preſent 

ds he ſat pet iy dome in in conſiſtoꝛy 

bay that the iuge it ſa we as ſapth the ſtozp 

He badde take him and hange him afſo fa 

But right anone alle the people in tfrafte 

To ſaue the hnpttht fox routhe and foꝛ ppte 
in 


pkle a goddes nam 
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The take of the doctoure of piſyhe 


ffoꝛ hnowen was the fals iniquyte 
Tele people anoy ladde ſuſpecte in this ting 
by mane: of this chozles chalengyng 
at it was by aſſent of Appius 
Thep wyſt wele that he was lecherous 
Foꝛthj witij vᷣnto this appius they gone 
und caſt lim in pryſoy and that anone 
Wkere as fe ſtolo bim ſelf and claudyus 
That ſeruaunt was vnto this Appius 
Wasdempd foz to be hanged bpoy a tre 
But virgynups of tis grete pyte 
So praped foꝛ him that he was exiłed 
andeffes certis hadde he be betipted 
The remenaunt Were gonge d voth moꝛe and leſſe 
That conſentyd Were to this curſedneſſe 
Here map pe ſe low ſynne hath his meryte 
De ware foꝛ no may Wote Fo god wol ſmyte 
- Joon = — pave. mated 
e woꝛ me of conſcience map pn p 
Of wyched lyf thoutth it ſo prpue be 
That no man Wote of but god andbe 
Whether that he be fewde may oz ferpd 
He noot hol ſone fe map be aferpd 
Therfoze q rede pou this councepk take 
ſoz ſahe ſynne 02 ſynne pou fozſake 


Here endith the phiſicyens tale 


And bettynneth the wozdes of the hooſt 


re hooſt gan ſwere as he were wode 
blode 


W 
This bass fete chef meſcbiaftpſe 
as ſdamefulbe det as herte can deupſe 
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The profo{tue of the Pardonere 


Come to thiſe fals ings 
Altus this ſety mapde is 


and — 
Alas to dere aGouttfite ſhe her beaute 
wie rfoꝛe i ſap that affe men map ſe 
That yeftes of foꝛtune and of nature 
Been cauſe of deth of many a creature 
ger beaute was her deth q dar wele ſepy 
Alas ſo pptouſky as ſte was ſtapy 
Pt herof Wok q nat procede asnoÞ 
ey haue ful ofte moze llarme than prow 
but truly mpy owne mapſter dere 
Chis is a pptous tale foz tohere 
But meuirtlicfeſſe paſſe outr is no force 
jprap to god ſo ſaue tiiy gentyt coꝛps 
and thyn brpnaſes and tip iourdeyns 
Thypy ppocras and ehe ti galie ns 
and eue ry boyſt fulfe of fectuarp 3 
God bliſſe them al and oure lady ſeint ma ry 
So moot j the thou art a propyꝛ man 
and lyke a prefate by ſeint da myan 5 
Thou faſt ſpoke pnough q can nat ſep iy terme 
But wele g wote thou mak pſt mp herte toerne 
That J almooſt haue cauttht a cardpacle | 
Dp coꝛpus dominus hut if Jhaue trpacte 
D:eſtes a draugh te of corny moyſty ale 
D: but g here anon a me ry tale x 
8 is loſt foꝛ pyte of this mayde 
Beta my thou Joly pardonere he ſayd 
Tel ds ſom mprtfes oꝛ tapes ritt anooy 
| ſdatte do he ſayde by ſeint Runyoy 
But firſt quod he here at this ale ſtake 
dk Gothe drynke and ete of a cale 
dut rift anoon theſe gentylles began tocrp 


The prologue of the Pardonez 


aytet him telle 5s of no rebaudrye 
——— moꝛalle thyng that we map fere 
Sou Ty and ay DUE 
Jtraunte ywys quod ſie Gut J — 
Vpoy ſom honeſt tiyng whites that q drynke 


Bert endith the Woꝛdes of tle hooſt 
und begynnetll the pardone rs prologue 


tO mynges quod he iy chirche Way preche 
p peyne me to haue ayHauntey ſpecł e 
And rpnge it oute as rounde as goth a belle 
ſoz jjcay 6p rote alte that {5 tełlłe 
My teme is eutir one and alley was 
Hadix omnium maloꝛum eſt cupiditas 
ſ'trſt q pronounce Whens that ij come 
Aad tdan mp bytfes ſtewe i alle and ſome 
Due uege toꝛoes ſeate on mp patent 
Tuhat ſſie we ij firſt my body to Warzent 
That no may be ſo holde ne preeſt ne clerhe 
Me to diſt roube of criſtes hol werke 
And afteꝛ that tetłe ij foꝛti my tales 
Bulle s of popes and cardynales 
Of patria rhes and byſſtoppes ij ſie we 
And in latyn j ſpehe Woꝛdes a felve 
To ſaffron with mp prt dicacioun 


—— foꝛ 5 —— 8 deuoctoun q 

* Thenne ſhewe or criſtalte ſtones 
p crammed in cloutes —— 

Refphes they been as lene they ecfone 

Thau haue ꝗ̃ infatoy a ſhołder Bone 
Whictie that was of an holy ie wys ſhepe 
Geode men ſay i tahe of my woꝛdes kepe 


— — 


The prol ogue of the Pardonere 


that tlis bᷣoon be waſte in any welle. 
bol oꝛ calf ſhepe 02 ox | 
That any woꝛme hath ete oꝛ him ſtong 
Take water of tiis welle and wa ſſiie his tonge 
and it is ſiole anone, and ferthermoꝛe 

Of poches and of ſcabbes and eue ry 


ſoꝛe 


Hhalke euerp ſtepe be tjole that of this welle . 


Drynketh a draugut take depe of that J tei te 
that the gode may that the beſtes olbytſ 
bol tue ry wehe 02 that the cok cro 
faſtyng drynke of this Welle a drauttfte 
as that doty ge lb oure elders tantthte 
his beſtes and his ſtoꝛe ſhal multiply 
And ſires alſo it hetytij tecouſpe Bey 
and thoug a may be fallen in ickous rage 
Let make with this watez his potage 
And neuir ſhathe moze his pf mpſtryſkte 
Though he iy ſoth the de faute by he wyſt 
A gadde ſqe take preſtps two oz thre 
Here is a metayn che tyat ye may ſe 
He that io onde wol put in this meteyn 
He ſtat haue muktipliyng of his grayn 
aan fe hatij ſowey be it Whete 02 otys 
ood fe offre pens 02 elles gros 
men and women one thyng warne Jpon 
Many wptt5e be in the chirche now 
That hach done ſpnne ſo oꝛtihle that he 


Dar nat foꝛ ſqame ſijryuen be 
Oꝛ any woman be ſhe yong 02 ofde 
That hath y made her hu donde coheofde 


Suche folke ſhalle haue nopowe ne grace 
To offre to my refphes in this place 


and who ſo fyndeth tem oute of ſuche ba me 
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The prologue of the Pardonez 


Compth bp and offre in goddes name 

And jaſſoyle them by the auctoꝛite 

Suche as by bulle was graunted to me 
By this gaude baue (J bonne many a pere 
du hundred marke ſithen g was pardonere 
ſtond phe a cferhe in my pulpet 
And wan le wde people be doun y ſet 
I preche ſo as pe haue herd bi foꝛe 
And telle an hundred falſe tapes moꝛe 
Than peyne j me to ſtretche foꝛth mp neche 


Andeſt and weſt pᷣpon the people j becke 


as doth a doue ſyttyng $poy a berne 
My hondes and my tonge goth ſo perne 
That it is ioye to ſe my be ſyneſſe 

Df auarice andof ſuche curſpdneſſe 

s alle mp prechyng to make them fre 
To yeue tijeire pens and namely Snto me 


 Fozmpyentent is nat but for to wynne 


And nothyng foꝛ cozrectiouy of ſpnne 

J recke nat w han that thep be berped 
Thoutth the ire ſoules gone a blakeberieh 
Foz certis fulie many a predicacioun 
Sobnyth ofte tyme of euyl entencioun 
Som foꝛ ple ſaunce of folhe and foꝛ flatery 
To been anaunſed by ppocrpſp 

And ſom foꝛ vepne gloꝛye aud ſom ſoz hate 
Foz whah q dare not otheꝛ Wepes de ba te 
Than wol ſtyng them with my tong ſmert 


Jn prechyng ſo that they ſhalle nat aſtert 


To be diffamed falſely if that he 

Nath tre ſpaced otheꝛ to my brethe rn oꝛ to me 
Foz thoutth ] teſłe nat his propre name 
Men ſhalle wele hnoWe that it is the ſame 


The protogue of tie Pardonere 


Hy ſynes 02 hy offer circumſtauntes 
Thus qupte ij foche that doth Bs diſpte 
Thus ſpytte q oute mp denym vndre hee 
Of holyneſſe to ſeme holy and trewe 
put ſjoztky mpyentent q wol deuyſe 
Jpreclje of no ttpng but of couetyſe 
.Cherfoze mp tea me is andeuir was 2 
Radix omnium małoꝛum eſt cupiditas 
Tdus gan j preche the ſa me vdyce 
Co ſuctie as he vſyng the ſynne of auarice 
but though mp ſelf be gyrty in that ſynne 
ret can q make other fothe to t Þpnne 
from aua rice, and ſoꝛe them to repente 
But that is nat my prpncipaſte entente 
Jpreche no thyng but foꝛ couetyſe 
Df this matere it outttt ynough ſuffiſe 
Than tekte q them en ſa mplee ma ny oon * 
Df olde ſtozpes long tyme agoog 
ſoꝛ le wde people loue tales olde 


hat troW pe Whites that J may preche 


That q woffpue in pouert Wp(fulkp 
ap nap Jneuir thoutthte it truly | 
For J wol preche and begge iy ſondry fondes 
Jy? nat do nofaboure With myy Fondes 

Ne make Gaſhettes and lyue therbp 15 
Bicauſe J wolle nat begge pdeffp / 
dolle none of the appoſtekescountrefete 
wol haue money. Wole cheſe aud whe te 

Ae were it yeuen of the poureſt patte 

Dꝛof the poureſt wydo we in a byklage 

A ſdolde her children ſterue foz famyn 


— 


—— — 


aſannces 


dhiche thpnitescay they ele repozte and holde 5 
nd fox to wynne golde and ſptuez fox to tee 
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Tie prologue of ths Pardonez 


ay wol drynhe the kicoure of the py 
And haue a ioty wenche in eyerp toun 
But gern netij loꝛdynges in concłuſioun 


8 youre lyhyng is that jj muſt telle a tale 


Now q haue dronke a draugßte of coznp ale 

Br god Jbope (J ſhalte tet᷑ pou a thyntt 

That ſhaffe Gp rea ſon be at youre lyhyni 

For thoug5 my ſelf be a ful vᷣyciou ſe may 

A motalke tale pet q you tcffe cay 

wh iche q am wont for to preche and alſo wynne 
Now holde youre peas my tal: J wol begynne 


Here endith the pardoners prologue 


And begynneth his tale 
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 NFfaundere ſomtyme was a company 
Of xong folke that haun tedyn foly 
As ryotte lla ʒa rde ſte wys and tauernys 
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| The tale of the Pardone: 


where as with harpes kutes and gyternes 
Ter daunce and pley at the dpce both dap a npttft 
andetpy afſo and drpnkey aboue their by 


whiche ne the deup? ſacrifice 
_ the — Fy hes Wyſe 
The ſuperfluytees abhomynable 5 
1 2 
at it is to here them ſwere 
Qure aer ſedtordes Body thep to tere 


Them thought the tewps rent him nat ynouß 


and eche of them at others ſynne foutth 
and right a none cam in the tombleſte rys 
ſetys and ſmale and yong fruteſterys 
dyngers with ha rpes ba des wafte ys 
Suche as been berꝛy the deuylles office ryßs 
Tobpndet and blowe the fpres of lyche ꝛy 
Tha tsanneved bnto glotony "Ne 
The holy Wrpte take J to wytneſſe 
Dat keche ry is in wyne and in dronkneſſe 
to gold that dronkyn foth önkyndely 
lap by his dougthters two vn wetyngey 
S dronhe he was he nyſt what he wroutthe 
und the r foꝛe ſoze repente him ougbt 
Herodis who ſo wyk the ſtoꝛyesſeche 
There map pe lerne and by enſampke teche 
Nan he of wpne was repkete at the feſt 
Right at Fis0Wne table yaue his heeſt 
| Tote the baptyſt John ful gyltles 

Zeneke ſapth eke ttode woꝛdes doutles 
he ſapth he can no difference fynde 
Wiy a may that is oute of his mynde 
und a may whiche that is dronblewe 
but that wode nes fallen in a ſure we 
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be tale of the Pardonez 


euereth kengere than doth dronkneſſe 
ute glotony ful of curſedneſſe 
O cauſe firſt of oure confuſioun 
O oꝛigynalle ſpnne of oure da ou 
Txył criſte hadde bought Bs With his blode agayn 
Fo hob dere ſhoztkp foꝛ to ſeyn 
a bougtit was this curſed Bekon 
Coꝛtupte was al this 
Adam oure foꝛn fadre and his wyf alſo 
Fro paradiſe to la boure and to wo 
were dreuyn foꝛ that Spce it is no drede 
Foz Whites that dam faſtyd asg rede 
He Was in paradiſe and woa that he 
Ete of the frute defended on the tre 
Anone he was oute caſt to woo and peyne 
O glotonp on the ougit vs weke to ple yne 
O wpſt a may how many mafedies 
jfofowe of exceſſe and of glotonyes 
He ſholde be the moze meſurable 
Of his dyette ſpttyntt at his table 
All as the ſhoꝛte throte the tendre mouthe 
Makitth ttat eſt and weſt notth and ſouthe 
In erthe in epre in watez men toſÞpnhe 
To gete a gloton depnte mete anddrpnke 
O poule of this mate re Wefe canſt entrete 
Mete vnto wombe and wombe ehe Into mete 
Sbal god diſtrope bothe as poule ſepth 
Alas a foule ting it is by fepth 
To ſap this woꝛde and ſouleꝛ is the dede 
Whay men ſodrpnhith of the whpte and rede 
That of his throte he mabith his pryue 
Throntth that curſed ſuperfluyte 
The appoſtet wepyng ſaptli ful pytouſty 
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Tie take of te Pardonere 


itno witt 50 
An 9 — {apy a 


DE on 
edof and of cozru 

at eyther ende of the foule is the "any | 
How grete coſt and laboure is the to fpnde 


- 


and turne ſub6ſtaunce into accident 
Cofutfplle afte thy lycoꝛous talent 

Dute of the tarde bones hnokey they 

Tie mary foꝛ thep caſt nangtit awep 
Coat map go through the goret ſoft and ſote 
Df ſpicerp of feups barke and rote 

al be his ſauſe y made bp defpte 

To make him pet a ne we appetyte 

But certes he that jauntetij ſuche delices 

s dede Whiles that he fpueth in the byces 

diyche rous thyng is wyne. and dronhnes 

e fut of ſtryuyng and of Wrechidnes 

O dronhen man diſ figured in thp face 

Soure is ti bretle foule art thou to enbrace 
Ind througtz 


ds thoutth thou ſaydeſt ap ſampſoy ſampſoy 


Ind pet god wote ſampſoy dranke neuir no wyne 


Thou faitpſt as it were a ſtycked ſwyne 

Thy tong ioloſt and alle thyn honeſt cure 

For dronkneſſe is Ber2p ſepulture 

Df mannps wytte and his diſcretioun 

Whory that drynke hath domi naciouy 

ay nocounſeyt hepe it is no drede 

Nolb tzepe pou fro tie White and frothe rede 
i i 


a 


rher waſtipy many of wiſe pou tokde lane n 


Df wlicte the ende iodet{ bombe is cl: == 


Tieſe cohes, how thep ſtampe ſtrepne and grynde FRE 


thy dronken noſe ſowneth thy ſoun 
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- Tile cafe of tie Pardonez 


Namefy fro the whyte wpne of lepe 
That is to ſelle in brydge ſtrete 02 iychepe 
This wyne of ſpayne crepith ſubtelly 
Gy othez wynes giowyng faſt by 
Df whiche ther riſeth ſuche fumoſite 
That whay a may hatij dronhe draugſjtes thre 
nd wenyth tha he be at home in che pe 
Ne is iy ſpapne ritfit at the touy of lepe 
Nat at rochef ne at burdeuy toun 
And thay wol lie ſap ſampſouy ſampſouy 
But tert neti (oꝛdynges one woꝛde g you pray 
That alle the ſouerayne actes dar jj ſay 
Of victozpes in the olde teſtament 
Chroutth ve rꝛy god that is omnipotent 
were dooy iy abſtynence and in prapez 
Fokith the bybte and there pe may it lere 
- Fobith Attytła the grete conqueroure 
D xed in his ſkepe with ſiame and diſhonoure 
Bledyng ay at his noſe in dronh nc ſſe 
d capdeyne ſholde lyue iy ſobirneſſe 
And ouir afte this aupſe pou rigijt wele 
what was comaunded vnto la muele 
Nat ſamuel but ka muet ſap 

Redith tie bybte and fynde it expreſſely 
Of wyne peupntt to them that haue iuſtice 
Nomoꝛe of this foꝛ it may ſuffice 
a Md nowb that g haue ſpoke of glotony 
Hob wol g de fende you haſardry 
Haſardry is Lerzp modre of ſeſynges 
And of diſcepte andcurſed ſwerynges 
Bla ſphempe of criſte manſlauttitez and Waſte alſo 
Of catet and of tyme and ferthermo 
It is repreef and contrary of honoure 


The tale of the Pardonere 2 


*02 to be holden a comoy Faſardoure 
— euir the higler that he is in eſtate 
be moꝛe he istjoldey deſolate 
jf that a prynce $ſe haſard oy 
y alle gouernaunce and alle policye 
He is as hy comoy opunyon 
bolde the la ſſe in re putacioun 
Stylbone that was holde a Wyſe enBaſſedours 
was ſent intocoꝛynthe with grete honoure 
- Frocalidoy to make them alliaunce 
And whan ge cam him happyd tlis chaunce 
That alte the greteſt that were of that Conde. 
Plepntt at the ſaſard je them fonde 
jo: wh iche as ſone as that it myttht be 
he ſtake him home ayen to his countre 
and ſayde tiere wyt g nat (eſe my na me 
wol nat take on me ſo grete de fame 
pou foꝛ aflpe to none ha ſardours 
Zendith othez wyſe enbaſſadoures 
for by my trouthe me were lyuer dye 
Tiay Jpou to ha ſardoures ſyotde afkpe 
for pe that been ſo gloꝛious in honours 
Sbaſke nat alye pou to no ja ſardoures 
ds by mp 2 ne as by mp tretye 
To this We optiez thus ſayd fe 
tobe the thou to the hyng demetryus 
The hyng of parthes as iije bone ſayth Bs 
Zend him a pepre of dpce of golde in ſcoꝛne 
fo he hadde v ſed Faſarde ther bifozy 
Foz Whiche he is gloꝛy and his reuony 
at no Bafue oꝛ reputacioun . 
Cordes mp{tht fynde othermaneꝛ pep = 
Honeſt pnouj] to dryue the day awep = 
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The tate of the Pardone: 


n Od wol ſpebe of othes falſe and grete 
| a woꝛde oꝛ two as manp hohes trete 
Grete ſweryng is a thyng abſompnable 
And fafſe ſweryng is a tuyng moꝛe reprouable 
Tie itt god fozbade ſweryng at/akle 
 Wptneſſe of athe w but in ſpecialke 
Of ſwerpng ſapth holy Jeromp | 
| ſtateſdere ſoth etyy otties and nat pe 
But ſwere in dome and in right wyſneſſe 
But ydel ſweryng is a curſydneſſe 
 Betjofde and ſe that in the firſt ta bie 
Of the ligt goddes heſt is honourable 
Hob thjat the ſeconde heeſt of him is this 
Take nat mp name in pdefneſſe amps 
£orathez fe fozbedith ſuche ſwerpntt 
Than hompcide 02 any othez curſed thpntt 
(3 ſay as bp oꝛdre thus it ſtondith 
Tiisknowe ttjep that fits feeſtps bnderſtondeth 
Hob that ttje ſeconde ſjeeſt of god is that . 
Und ferthermoze g wol the telle at pfat 
That dengeaunce ſtalke nat parte from the Fouſe 
Con of his othes " to —— 
5 p by goddes precious hert and his napfes 
And by the blode of criſte that iy drs 


Seupn is my chaunce and thyn is ſynke and 

Ey goddes armes if thou falſty 79 hg 
This daggaꝛ ſhake through thyn berte tto 
This frupte compti of the beched bones two 
Foꝛſweryng ire falſneſſe and hom 
No bb foz the fone of criſte that foꝛ d. deyde 
Cetpth poure othes botſje grete and ſmale 
Foꝛ criſtes ſahe and herkneth my tale 


Theſe ryottouꝛes thre of whiche telle 


* 


- ; 
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The tale of the Pardonere 


Contt 02 to pryme Were rongz any belle 
were ſet them in a tauerne todrpnhe 
and as they ſat they herd a belle ckynke 
Bifoꝛe a coꝛs were caried to his graue 
That one of them gan calle to his naue 
Go bet quod he and axe redily E 
hat coꝛps is this that paſſett fot hre 
and lobe that thou reporte his name Wefe 
Sir quod the bop it nedith neuir a dee 
t was me tol de oꝛ peraty hie re t bo oures 
he was parde ay olde felolbe of poures 
at ſodenky was e ſcapy to npttht | 
fo: dronke as he ſat on tits be nche Sprigfe 
Ther cam a prpup tfief men ckepe deth 85 
That in this countte alle the people ſletß 
and with his ſpere he ſmote his herte at wo 
And went his wey withoute wozdes moo 

He hath a thouſand ſtexnthlis peſtilence 
Ind mapyſtez oꝛ pe come in his preſence 
Pe thynketh it were neceſſarp 

For to he ware of ſuchean aduerſarp 
Deth is redy fo to mete jim euirmoꝛe 
Thus taught me my dame ſap no moꝛe 
d ſeint mary ſaydthis tauernere 

The childe ſapthſotlh foꝛ hie bath this pere 
Hens 0uir a myke ſleyn in a grete hyttage 


Jtrowe ſiesſhabitacioun be there 

To be auyſed grete wyſdome it were 
Oꝛ that he dyd a may a diſhonoure 
de goddes armes ſapde this rpottoure 
geit ſ uch peryl with him foꝛ to mete 
ſlalle him ſelꝛe by wey and eke 6y ſtrete 


li m 
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0 ſtakke ii ſte by goddes dine bones 
Herhpy fefolves we be tyre alle onps 
Cetectc of vs become others brottiez 
And eche of de holde Sp his fonde to other 
And we wol ſte this traptoure deth 
He ſtal Ge (apy (erhat fo many fech 
By goddes dignyte oz it be nygut 
To gydder laue theſe thre therre trouthes plight 
CTolfxue and dy eche of them With othez 
as though be were his oldne bozne brothez 
And pᷣp they ſtert alle dronke ty this rage 
And fozttj tijey gone tolbard that vyllage 
Of Whictie the tauernez hath ſpoke bifoꝛn 
And many a 7 otl laue thep ſwoꝛn 

Andcriſtes bliſſed Body thep to zent 
TDett ſhalbe ded if that be map be hent 
whay they ſiaue goon nat fully a myle 
Rigtit as thep wolde haue gone ouir a ſtyle 
Au olde man and a poure with them mette 
This olde man ful mekely them grette 
And ſayd thus loꝛdynges god pou ſe 
The proudeſt of theſe riottoures tire 
unſwerd what choꝛle with harde grace 
wi art thou alle foꝛ wrapped ſaue thy face 
whp lyueſt thou ſolong in ſo grete 
This olde may gan loke in theire ṽyſage 
And ſapde thus foꝛ Jcay nat fynde 
A may tſjougũi q wache into ynde 


Neytheꝛ in cyte ne in 


byllage 
That wol chaunge his poutle foꝛ mpy atte 
Aud therfoze muſt i haue myn age ſtytle 
Askong tyme as it is goddes wylle 
Ne deth allas wol nat laue my pf 


Toe tale of the Pardonere 


Thus wache) tphe a reſtfes captyf 


and oy the grounde whiche is mp moders gate 


q unohe With mp ſtaf erly andfate 
and ſap to ez leue modre let me in 

cohow q danyſſhe fleſſhe blode and ſuyy 
aſtas way ſhatte mp bones be at zeſt 


Chat in mp cha mh rełong tymetjath be 
pe foꝛ an Heize cloute to Wrappe iy me 
But pet to me pe wol nat do tyat grace 


fo whiche ful pale and Wrechyd is mp fat 


Ind ſires to pou it is no curteſy 

To ſpeke to ay olde may delony 
But he treſpace other ij Wozde 02 dede 

pe may youre ſelf in holy Wrpte rede 
apenſt ay olde may hoꝛe Spoy lis ede 
pe ſqolde aryſe wherfoze g you zede 
Ne doth to none olde may haꝛme now 
Lomoꝛe than pe wolde men dyd to you 
y age if pe ſholde konge abyde 

And god be with pou Where pe go 02 ryde 
muſt go thider as q haue to do 

Nap olde choꝛle by god tfou ſhalt nat ſo 
Sapde this othe ha ſardoure anoon 
Thou parteſt nat ſo lygijtly by ſeint Joby 


Thou ſpakeſt rittht now of that / traytoure deeeg 
That in this countre alle oure frendes ſtet 


Haue here mp trouitlie thou a rte his a ſpy 
Tf Where he is 02 thou ſhalt it aby | 
Bp god and by the holy ſacrement 
ſo ſſortty thou arte one of his aſſent 
To ſke vs yong folke thou fals theef 
Lob ſires quod he if it be pouzleef 


ii im 


D 


- : 
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Podez with pou Wolde J chaunge mp eſte 
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The tale of the Pardone: 


To fpnde deth eurne vᷣp thiscrohed wey 
ſox ty this ttroue ij ſim ſawe laſt by mp fey 
Vndre a tre and there he wok abyde 

ſoz poure booſt he wol no thyng him hyde 
Se pe that oke rittht there pe ſal him fynde 
God ſaue pou that Bougijte agayn manhynde 
And you amende thus ſapd this olde man 
And euery of theſe rpottoures ray 
85 — — to — and — prone 

pns fpne copned roy 

wee uygti ay eptthe buſſtettes as them thougit 
Nolenger thay aftez deth thep ſougute 
But eche of them ſo glade was of that ſittht 
foꝛ that the floꝛeyns ſo faire were and hrigßt 
That they ſat by the precious hoꝛde 

The woꝛſt of them he ſpake the firſt woꝛde 
Drethery quod he take kepe What q ſap 
My Wptte is grete tout that 5 bourd and pley 
This treſoure hath foꝛtune vnto vs peney 

Ju myrtjhe and jofite oure lyf to lyuen 
Andkygtty as it compth ſo wok we ſpende 

Ep goddes precious dignite who wende 
To day that we ſhold haue ſo fapre a grace 
But mptttit this golde be ca ried fro this place 
Home to my houſe and elles bnto poures 
Thau myght we ſap that it were af oures 
Than were we in hig felicite 

But truly by dap it may nat be 
Men wolde ſap that we weꝛe theups ſtrong 
And foꝛ oure oWne tre ſoure dooy vs hong 


Q lilis treſoure muſt be caried by nygit 


— Jan and as ſhilfp as it mptthe 
- Wherfoze rede letfoke amonges bs alle 


The tale of the Pardonere 


Ora we cutte ket ſe where that it wol falle 

He that hath the ſhozteſt cutte with hert blythe 
Shak renne to toun and that fulle ſwytje 
To brynge vs brede and wyne fulle pryuely 
and two of vs ſhatfe hepe fulle ſubtekky -_ - 
This treſoure wele and if he wol nat ta ry 
han it is nyt we wol this tre ſour carp. 

by one aſſent where as vol pſt beſt 

That one of them brought ſtra we in his fiſt 


And it felle on the pontteſt of them alle 
Ind foꝛth towarde the toun he went anon 


and bad them dra we and lone whom oy it wold fat. 


and alſo ſone as he was goon . 


That one of them ſpahe taus vᷣnto that otje 

Thou woteſt Wefe thou art my ſwoꝛn brotheꝛ 

Thy proufpt wol g telle the rigijt anoon | 

Thou woſt wele that oure fela le is toon 

Ind here is golde aud that ful hrete prente 

That ſhalbe departed amonges bs thre 

but natheles if can ſhape it fo 

That it departed Were amonges Bs two 

hadde g nat doon a frendes turne tothe 

That otheꝛ anſ werd g not ow it myght be 

) wote wele the golde ſhalbe oures two 

What ſhal we ſap what ſhacle we do : 

Salle it be counceple ſayd the firſt ſhrewe 

und q ſhal tek the in woꝛdes felve i 

dat we ſhalle do and brynge it wele aboute 

Nraunte quod that othez oute of doute 

Dat by my troutſe J wol the nat bewrep 
b quod he thou woteſt wele we be twep _ 


Ind tbepne of vs ſhal ſtrengeꝛ be than one 


tobe whan that he is ſet thou right anone 
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The tale of the Pardoncre 


Ariſe as thoutth thou wokdeſt with tim pley 
And ſhaCe him rpue throug.the ſpdes twey 
whiles thou ſtrottekeſt with him ty game 
And Witt ep daggez foke thou do the ſame 
Thay ſd alte alle this ttokde departed 
My dere frende betWivte me and the 
Thay map ve bode — fuſtes fulfpitc 

nd piep at the dpce right at oure oWne Wwpſke 
And thus accoꝛded be theſe ſh re wys twep 
To ſſep the tlzidde as ye ſjaue llerxd me ſap 
This yongeſt wh iche that went to the toun 
ſrutke ofte iy hert he rollith vp and doun 
The beaute of theſe floꝛeyns newe and Brigit 
O loꝛde quod he if ſo were that q mpttht 
Al this treſoure Wpnne to my ſelf atfone 
Ther nys no man that lpuetij ůndre trone 
Of god that ſholde lyue as mery as J 
andat the faſt the feende oure enemy 
Put iy his herte that he ſholde poyſon bey 
with wh iche he mpttht ſfe his fefaWes twep 
Foz wi the fend fonde ſim ty ſuche kyuyng 
That he hjadde keue him in ſozowe tobrpn( 
oz this was vᷣtterty his entent 
To ſte them bothe and neuir to repent 
And fozth he goth ne lengere wolde he tarp 
Into the toun vᷣnto ay apoteca 
And prayed him that he Wotde lin ſekke 
Som poyſon that he mpttht his rattes quelle 
And che ther with was a poltat in his ha we 
That ashe ſayd hisc s hadde y ſta we 
And ſayde he wolde wrehe him if he mygt 

Of vermpy that driſtroyed him by nygßt 

Te apotecazy aunſwerd thou ſhalt haue 


Tie tale of the Pardonere 


nit as wyſety god my ſoulelſaue 
os 2 — creature 
Fueter and drpnke of this con fecture 

[ 

— fe ne ſal anoon his fyf foꝛtete 
pe ſterue te ſhjalle and that in laſſe White 
D: thou Wptt go paſſyng half a mple 
This popſoy is ſo ſtrong and ſo nt 
This curſed man hatt in his herte it hent 
This pop ſon in a boxe and ſittjey fe ray 
Into the nexte ſt rete vᷣnto a may 
and Boꝛo ed him large votelles thre 
and into the twepy tte popſoy poured be 
The thriddehe hepte clene foꝛ 91s drynke 
fot al nytttite he ſhope hiry foꝛ to ſwynhe 
Hcaripng of this golde oute of this place 
and wgay this rpottoure Witt) ſoꝛy grace 


Gadde fpiled wich wyne bis grece botelkes thre 


To his feta wes ayen repaprettjtie 
Dat nedith it to ſermone of it moꝛe 
ſoꝛ rigit as thep hadde caſt his de ti a foꝛe 
Right ſo they laue im ſtepy rigtit anoon 
Ind hay this was done thay ſpate that one 


Noi let ds ſptte anddrpnhe and make vs mery 


Ind after waꝛde We wol his body berp 
and after warde it happyd them peꝛ caas 
To take tle Gotek there the poyſon was 


loꝛ bhiche a none they ſterupy bothe two 
But certis i ſuppoſe that Auice ne 

Wrote neuiꝛ in nocanouy ne iy no fenne 
Poꝛe wondre ſoꝛowes of enpoyſonyng 


— 


— —_—_—— — 


the mountenaunce of a coꝛne of whete 


anddraunke and yaue his felawe drynhe afſo 


Than hadde theſe wreches to in theire endput 5 


— 


Tie tale of the Pardonere 


* 


Thus — 7 been theſe Fompcides tuo 
And eke the fal ſe enpoyſoneꝛ alſo 
O cuꝛſed ſpy fulle of curſidneſſe | 
— —— — 7 any 
tony ołluxurp 0Yafarorp 

 Thoubſaſpheme: of criſt with vekonp 
And othes grete of Sſatte and of pryde 
Allas mantpnde how may it betpde 
Chat to thy czeatouz Whictie that the wrouttht 
And with his precious blode the bouttht 
Thou art ſo falſe and ſo buhpnde atkas i 
Now gode men god fozpene pou pouꝛ treſpas 
and ware pon from ttie ſpnne of aua rice 
My holy pa tdoun may pou alte warice 
- Hottjat pe offre nobles 02 ſtertinges 
Doxekkes ſilueꝛ ſpones Broctjes oꝛ rynges 
Bobith poure fede vᷣndre the ſe holy bulles 
Comptt bp pe wyues offrett of poure wolles 
names g ente in mp rolle anoon 
Into the bliſſe of euyn dalle pe goon 
you aſſopke bp my hitth powez 
pou that wol offꝛe as clene and as cle re 
As pe were Gore lo ſires thus q preche 
und geſu criſt that is oure ſoules leche 
So graunte pou his pazdoy to reſcepue 
ſoz that is beſt q wot pou nat decepue 
But ſizes o woꝛde foꝛgate g in my tale 
baue refphes and pazdoy in my mate 
ds fayꝛe as any may in englonde 
Whicte Weze me peue by the popes honde 
Nev of pou wol of deuocioun 

fre and haue myn ab ſoluciouy 

Compt# foꝛtſ anoon and knelith heꝛe adouy 


- a,” 


Tie tale of che Pardonere | 


and mekely recepuetf poure pardoy) 

ant effes table pardogao pe Wen 

At nee and feeſſie at nerp — 

2 — 
or pens at a 

t is an ſonoure to eueriche that is ere 

That pe map liaue a ſufficient pardoneze 

Coaſſopke pou iy countre as pe rpde 

ſoꝛ auentures Whiche that map betyde 

foꝛ parauenture ther map falle one 02 two 

_ of his tjozſe and bref bis necke a two 

iche a ſurete it is to pou alle 

Chet and 1 

That map affopte pou the moꝛe and kaſſe N 

— oy 71 from che body paſſe 3 

Jide that oure tooſt here ſhalle begynue my 

for lie is mooſt enuoluped in ſpnne 

Come foꝛth ſir hooſt and offreth lere ũnont 

Ind thou ſuatt hyſſe the retyckes euerichone 

pe foz a grote vᷣnbocłe anone thy purce 


Let be — it ſhak nat be ſo theche 
Thou wokdeſt make me to hyſſe thpy olde breche 


Ind ſ were it were a relyke of a ſe int 145 [> 


Though it were With thy fundement x pepnte 
But Gp that croce Whiche that ſeint eleyn — 
Ibolde hade thy colyons iy mpy fonde 
4 ſtede of refphes Jecken of ſeynte wary 
Let cutte them of J wol hetpe the them to cary 
The ſtat be ſhrpned in ay hogges tozd 
This pardonez aunſ werd nat a woꝛd 
Zo broth he was he wolde no woꝛde ſap 


No quod onre hooſt J wok no lengere AM 


Nap nap quod he thay laue }Jcriſtes curſe. N 
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The tale of tie Nardonere G7 | 


With the ne with none otheꝛ anttry may 
But rift anone the woꝛthy npttfit began 
Way that fie ſawe that alle the people Cough 
No moze of this foꝛ this is right pnoutt 
 Sirpardone: be mery and glade ofchere 
And ye ſir ooſt that be tome ſodere 
pray pou tlat pe kyſſe the pardonere 
And pardoner Jprap the dra we the nere 
And as we dydket pᷣstaugſie and pley 


Unone they hyſſed and ryden fozth thire wep 


Here enditl the Pardoners tale 
And begynneti the ſipmannes tale 


& Marchannte ſomtyme was at ſeint Oenys 

ü — 
A wyf he hadde of excellent beaute 
Andcompenable and reuelous was ſte 


—— 


Thie tale of the S\ppmay 


phiche is a tiyng that cauſeth moꝛe diſpence 
Than woꝛth is alle the chere and — 8 
That men then doon at feſtes and at daunces 
uche ſalutaciouns andcountenaunces - 
Paſſen as doth a ſſadowe on a Walle 
zut wo is lim that pay muſt hoz alle 
Te ſely huſ bond algate he muſt pape 
he maſt vs Gotle ckothe and ehe arzap 
Ale foꝛ his one Wozſhip futlle richely 
y Wijiche a rꝛay we daun ſe iolily 

and if that he nougijt pay parauenture 
Oꝛelles lyſt nat ſuche ſpences endure 
but thynketh it is waſtyd and p loſt 
Tiay muſt a nottez pay foz oure coſt 
Oilene Bs golde and that is parlous 
is noble marchaunt elde a noble Fouſe 
for Whicie he hadde ſo grete repepre 

fo fis largenes and e his wyf was fayre 
Tat wondre was but herkneth to my tale 
Imongte alle theſe geſtes gret and ſmale 
Der was a monke a fapre may anda bol de 
trowe that threty Wpntez he was olde 
Chat euir in one Was dra wynt to that peace 
Dis yontt monke that was ſo fapre of face 
Wuepntcd was ſo with the gode man 
dithey that theire firſt knoWfette began 
That iy his houſe as famylieꝛ was he 
Witis poſſible anp frende tobe 
but foꝛa ſmoche as this gode may 

ind eke this monke of Which 0 bega 
dere Gothe two boꝛn in one dyllage 
The monte him ckaymeth as foꝛ coſpnage 
ndfeapey ſapth nat onys nap 
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The prologue of the Shypmayn 


But was as {fade therof as foule of day 
Koz to his herte it was a grete pleſaunce 
us heey they hnytte with etery alliaunce 
And eche of them gan other foz to enſure 


Of brothertjede while that theire (pf may dure 


Fre was dan ohn and namely of diſpence 
As in that touſe and fuſte of dilyttence 

To doon pfeſaunce and alſo gꝛete coſtatte 
He nat foꝛgate to peue the teſt page 
In alte tyat touſe but aftez ſiis degre 
He paue the loꝛd and al ſo his menxe 
Whay that he cam ſom manez boneſt thyng 
| Foz Whictie thep were as (fade of his comyng 
As foute is fapy Whey the ſonne bp riſe 
Momoze of this foz it ſuffiſeth 
But ſobefpt this marchaunte on a dap 
Stjope him to make redy his arzap 
Towarde the touy of bruttes foz to fare 
Tobp there a pozciouy of ware 

ſoz whictie he hadde to parps ſent anon 

A meſſangere and prapedbatt day ohn 
That die ſtoldecome to ſeintdenps and pley 
with him and his wyf a dap oꝛ twep 

Oꝛ he to bruttes went and alle wyſe 

This noble monke the wh iche g pou deuyſe 
Nath of his abbot as him lyſt licence 
Dicauſe he Was a may of hitth prudence 

And eke ay office re oute foz to rpde 

To ſe theire graunges and theiz bernys wyde 
And to ſeine denys comyth him anone 
Who was ſo welcome as my loꝛde day oy 
ure dere coſyn fulle of curteſp 

with him he rough te a Jub of malut ſp 
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Tbe tale of the $ippmay 


und eke a 
and vola tyte as was i is Vſatte 
and thus j fete them ete drpnke and pkep 


nt tall we 


The tu ridde dap the ma rchaunte Sp 
2 e 

and Sp to his countertjouſe goth fe 
To renne with im ſelf wete may 
Of that yere to that it with him 


and told that he diſpendyd had tis gode 
and if encꝛe ſyd he hadde oꝛ noon 
s hohes and his bagttes many one 
he le pe ti bifoꝛn jun on his countyng boꝛde 
fulle T Was his treſoure andhis hoꝛde 
For Whiche fulke faſte fits countre be ſbitte 
Ind ehe he nolde that no may ſhofde himte tit 
of — — — tyme 
thus he ſat tyl it was paſſed prym 
Day goq was rpſey in the mozobe affo 
and in the gardyn Wwafked to and fro 
and ſayd his thynges fukcoziouſkp 
This gode Wpf cam wall Hays 
waſhed ſoft 


jnto the gardeyn there as 
Ind him ſalued as ſte hath doon ofte 
amapde childe cam in Fer company 

dice as ſe lyſt ſte map gouerne and gye 
For pet bndre the perde was tie mapde 
O dere coſpy mpy day on ſte ſapd 
bbat ayłe tij you ſo ra iſje foz to ryſe 

Nece quod he it outtft pnougth ſuffiſe 
oures to ſkepe on a nyt 
Dut it were foz ay olde palled Witte 


ds het y theſe wtddyd mey that lxe and dart 


bb 6 


G bathe ee do wl twey 
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For g map ſyng altas and wel a wey 


The tale of te Hippmay 


nygt began 
haſtetp 
lougũ fuffe merely 
And Witt bez one 
This fapre wyf gay ſtake 


And ſapd thus wote alle quod 
— it tende nat ſo itt — 


Foz bp that god that yaue me ſoule and lyf 
a romeo franncrla (Gre IF 
 Tiatfaſſeluſt hath to that ſozp plep 


That g; was hon but to no Wigtht quod ſhe 
Dar q nat telle jo it ſtonditt With me 


 - WherfozeſJthpnhe oute of this londe to wende 


Dꝛ elles of mp ſelf to make an ende 
So fulle g am of drede and eke of care 
Tais monke began $poy Genz toſtare 
and ſapd allas mp nece god f 
That pe foz any ſoꝛolbe oꝛ fox any drede 
Voꝛdo poure ſelf but telle me yon greef 
Patauenture ij map in poure myſi 
Councept oꝛ befpe and therfoꝛe | 
Alte poure annope for it ſhalle ſecret be 
. oz on my poꝛtſſoſe Gere ꝗ̃ make ay otfe 
nar co mplipffouleef we loc 
He ſhal g of uo counſeyl pou be 
Seed ande Meppen ſer 
doo and b thts poꝛchoſe q you 
Thousũ men wol me allt 


The tale of the $6ppmay 


ge ſdale J neuiꝛ to jo to ſełle Low! 
Bewrep one woꝛde of that pe me telle 
Nat foz nocoſpnatte not affiaunce 
8 they ſtores — eupo? they brſt 
u they d | IST | 
— eche talhyd toottez what themkyſtt 
Coſyn quod ſhe if tat i ladde ſpace © 
ds j haue non and namety in this place = 
Thay wolde j telle a kegende of mp (pf, 
iat q haue ſuffrid ſithey q was a wyf 
vieh mp huſ donde al be he youre coſpy | 
Nap quod tijis monke by god and by ſeint 
He is no moꝛe coſpy into me * 
Than is the leef that hangiti 
depe him ſo by ſeint denys of ffraunce 
To haue the moze cauſe of acquentaunce 
Df pou whom q haue foupd ſpecially 
Aboue alle othez womey ſiherly 
Chis ſ we re q̃ you 09 my profeſſioun 
Ceffith youꝛ greef leſt te come adouy 
andbyth you and go awep anon 
ꝙy dere foue quod ſhe o my day Foy 
ſulke feef were me this coun ſeyl to hyde 
Put oute it muſt it map no lengere abᷣyde 
P tuſbondis tome the Weft nay 
at euix was ſithey the woꝛlde began 
But ſithen J am his wyf it ſptteth nat me 
To telle no Wight of oure pryupte 
Nepthez in bedde ne in none othez place 
God ſhelde g ſſolde tel it for his grace 
a Wyf ſholde nat ſap of Fez huſbonde 
dut alle fonoure as Jcay Bnderſtonde -—== 
Saue onto pou thus moche q tekke 4 e 
bh no 
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The take of the Sorpmay 


as befpe me god fe is nat Worth at al 
jy no degre the value of a fkpe 
But pet me (treuptlh mooſt tis nygardy 
_— — oo that Hwy 8 
De ſire tuynges ſp xe a as 
Thep wolde that theire huſbonde ſholde be 
Hardy and wyſe riche and therto fre 
and buxum to his wyf and freſſhe abedde 
But bp ttjat iche (02d that for vs bledde 
Fo his qonoure mp ſelf foz to arzape 
a ſondap nevt i muſt nedes pap, 
An hundred fraunkes and elles g am koꝛe 
prt Were Jtpuez to be Lnboze 
 Cliay me Were do diſckaundez 02 delony 
und if my huſbonde myglit it ſpye 
nere but foſt and therfoꝛe g pou pray 
ene me this ſumme ot eſces muſt ig de 


Day john J ſap lene me this hundred frankes 


Parde g wol nat fapfe pou my thankes 
Of that pe [pſt to do that (pou pray 
Fo at a certapy day i wol pou pap 
Und dooy to pou What pfeſaunce oꝛ ſeruyſe 
That J map do right as ye fpſt deuyſe 
And bat jJdo god take oh me benfteaunce 
as foule as hadde genylpon of fraunce 
Chis gentyl monke aunſwe 
Niob truly mpy obne lady dere 
J haue on pou quod ſie ſo grete a route 
That * ſwere and plight my trou the 
That wha 
wol delyuer you oute of this 


care 


Foz) wol Bzpnite pou ay hundrid frankes 
And With that woꝛde fe caught fer By;the ſFank: 


rd ty this maner 


y poure hu ſbon de is to ſſtaundrts fare 


-er eee 


The tale of the $lippman 


and her enbraced hard and hyſſed Gr oft : 


Goth noÞ youre Wey quod he alle ſtp? a nd ſoft 19 


and let Bs dyne as ſone as pe map 


(Zoth now and beth as trewe asi ſhatbe 
ow etles god foꝛbede ſir quod ſte 
and fozth ſhe goth as iol as a pye 
and badde the cokes that thep ſtiolde pe 

So that men mpttht dyne at none 

Pp to er huſhond is this wyf gone 

and knockiti at his coun tom boſdlp = 

bo is there quod he. petyr it am 4 
Quod ſhe. what ſir hold long wolle pe faſt - 
How long tyme wol pe rekyn andcaſt _ 
poure ſummes pouz bohes and poure, tjynges 


The deuyl haue parte of alle ſuche rehnyntes N 


re haue pnoutth parde of goddes ſonde 


Come doun to day and let poure Bagges ſtonde 


Ne be pe nat aſſamyd that dan Joty 

Sal faſtey alle this long dap gone 
hat tet vs gohere a maſſe and go dyne 

pe quod this man lytel canſt thou deuyne 
The coꝛiouſe beſyneſſe that we haue 
foꝛ of ds chapemen alſo god me ſave 

Ind bp thatkoꝛde that clpyd is ſeint pue 


Contynuallykłaſtyng vnto theire age 

de may wele make chere and gode vy ſage 
Ind dryue fozth the woꝛlde as it may be 
und hepe oure aſtate in pryuyte 
Tyl we be dede oꝛ elles that We pley 
A pylgra mage oꝛ goon oute of the Wey 
Ind therfoze haue gj grete neceſſite 


uk 


#02 by mp halendar it is pryme of the dag 


Satcely amontz twpes ten twefue ſhale ſüryue 


— NY. 
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© Fare Wefecoſpy god ſhelde pou fro care 


The tale cf te S{ypmay 


P pon this queynte Woꝛlde to aupſe me 
— muſt ſtonde in drede 
Dftappe and foꝛtune ty oure chape manhede 
To flaundres wol g go to mozoWe at dap 

And co me apey as ſone as euit q map 

ſoz Whictie dere wyf J the beſcek: 

as be to euery wigijt bupum and mehe 

And foꝛ to hepe oure gode be curious 

And honeſtky gouerne wele oure hou ſe 
Thou haſt ynougijt in eue ry manez Wpſe * 

That to a thryfty fouſtiofde map ſuffiſe 

The fachith none arzap ne no Vptaple 

Of ſytueꝛ in thy purſe ſtjakt thou nat fapke 


Und with that wozde hiscounterdoze fie ſhptte = 


And douy he goth he wolde no lenger let 
und haſteky a maſſe was there ſapde 
And ſpedify the tables were layde 
And to dyneꝛ faſt they them ſpedde 
And richely the chapman this monke fedde 
And after dyner day Jolſy ſobirkp 

This chapman toke a parte propirt᷑ 

And ſayd him thuscoſpy it ſtondit{ ſo 
That wele q ſe to bruges wol pe go 

God and ſeint Auſtpy ſpede pou and gyde 
J pray you coſyn Wpſetp tfider pe ryde 
Gouerne pou alſo wele of poure dyete 
Attemperatły and nameſp in this hete 
Bet bite Bs two nedith no ſtraunge fare 


And if any thyng by dap oꝛ by nygit 

Be in mp pole: 02 in mp mpttte 

That ye me wolde comaunde in any wyſe 
It ſdatbe do rift as pe wol deuyſe 


ar a—_— 


The tale of tlie en 


One Ange dagen it may be 
pray pou to lene it vᷣnto me 
ay hundrid fraunkes foꝛ a es e 
55 
To ſtore With a place that is oures 
God helpe me ſoß wolde it were youres 
date nat fapte of my day 
Nat foꝛ a thouſand franhes o mpfe wey 
But let this thyng be ſecret g pou pra 
foꝛ pet this — this beſtys (3 muſtbepe 
and fare — wele — — — 4 
(Zramercy of pore a poure chere 
This noble marchaunt and that an 
duns werd and ſayde ocoſyn mpy day 
Lob ſiherky this is a ſmałłe requeſt 
My golde is youtes Whay that pe ſyſt 
and nat onky mp golde but my cha ffa re 
Cake that ye Cyſt god ſhpld that ye ſpare 
But one thyng ye knoWe wele pnouttth 
Ofchapmen that theire money is their plougg 
we may creaunce Whifcs we haue a name 
0 vets — to — is 40 ſha me 0 

ap it apen han it lytſj at youre eaſe 
aftez my mpttft fayne wolde g pou befor BEE 
Theſe hu — raunches fette he foꝛtſj anon 
Ind pryuely he toke ther to day Joby 

No wight of affe this fonde wyſt of this lone 
Sauyng this marchaunt and day allon 


Tyf that day Joby rpdeth to his ab bey be 
e mo20e cam and fozth rideth this ma rchaunt 


The 


Cpl decamtobruties ele and merilp _- 
kh iy 


on drynke and ſpeke and = ; 17 1 ; 


Tot ene prentpee brought bin ee . 


Thee tale of the Z6ppmay 


Nod tfoth tis marchaunt Wele and be ſily 
F —— andcreaunceth 
Ke nepther plepeth at the dpce ne daunſith 
etpfanb ive Nie hy berg 
ledde and theire 
Tie ſondy ne ear ehiomarcun t was ageon 
To ſeint denys is come 
wi crowne and berbalkr freſſie and nelve ſane 
In alte this ſouſe ther nas ſo lyteł᷑ a hnaue 
Ye no elles but he was ful fapne 
And ſtep to pope ri for een 
an 2tkp to n 
This faire Þ Faccordet] with day 
Tat fozfishundrpd Frankes le 
| BHanuehe2 in his armes Bolt bp right 
And this accoꝛde parfourmed is in dede 
y mprthe alte ny(t6t a beſykyf thep lede 
Tyt it was day ttjat day Joy pede his we 
And bad the meny fare ele and laue gode dap 
Pio oꝛ none of ther; ne no wilt in the touy 
Natf of day Foy any ſuſpeci 
And fozttie rpdeth home to gie a 
Oꝛ where him kyſt no moꝛe of lim J ſap 
Cſie ma rchaunt whay that endyd was the feyre 
To ſeint denys he tan affapy repaire 
And with his wyf be mahitſj feeſt and chere 
And teſfith her the cha ſfa re is ſo dere 
That ne des muſt Ge make a aunce 
— he — Bou — — pp 
o pay twen and ſhefdes a 
Fox e this marchanne lo to perks bus 
To boꝛo we of certapy frendes that he hadde 
Acertayn of ſtrankes and ſome With him be kadde 


nyſe 


cle tate of te Sirus a 


and whan that fe was come into the toun 5 N — 
Foz cheirte and grete affectioun F 
Punto day Joly tie gotſ firſt him to plen 
Nat foz to axe ne Gozalbe of tim money — 
Hut foꝛ to Wptte and ſe his welefare 
and foz to telle jim of his caffare = 
as frendes dooy Wa 4 t 
Day Hoy im mabit arne 
and he him tolde fulle ſpecially r i 
How he hadde wele ſpedde and graciouſty . 
Cllanked be god affe Foo! lis ma rchaundiſe 
Saue that fe muſt in alle ma ne: wyſe „ 
ah yn a che ue ſaunte as fo the beſt 
and thay fe ſhholde be in ioy and reſt == 
Day gon aunſwerd certis i am fapne 
Chat pe ty hefe arcomey home atapy ——— ff _nA 
adi ae Der ee „„ nt 
(wen uſand ſſeldes ſhokde ye nat my — 
for pe ſohyndetp lisocber dap oy * n / 


Lent me golde and as Jcay and map 
jthanke pou bp god and by ſeint game 
But nathetes g tone it Bnto oure da me 
oute Wpf at home the ſame golde apey 
Ypoy poure benche ſte wote is ele certapy 
dp certepy tohenes that Jcay pou telle \ 
Nolb Gp youre (rue J map no lengere duelle 
Oure ab hot wol oute of this touy anoon 

and in his company muſt J goon 
Grete wele oure dame myn owey nece ſwete 
n by 4 
This marchaunt Wliche that was ful ware a Wyſe 
Creaunced hath and payd eke in pariſe J 
To certayn lumbardes redy in theire honde 9 7 
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The tale of the Shppmay - 


| me of golde and gate of ſem lis bonde 
geber e 8 

per wefe he tone we fie iche (9 facke ar2gp 
That nedes muſt he wynnety that 
A thouſand fraunkes a one alle 
Nis wyf ful redy mette him at the gate 
as ſhe was wont of olde öᷣſage algate 
and alle that ny(t6t iy myrt ep be ſet 
Fo: he was riche and ckerely oute of det 
Way it was dap the marcljaunt ttayenGbrace 
Bis wyf a n-deandh ſ ger in her fate 
And pᷣphe goth and mahith it fufke tout 
Nomoꝛe quod ſhe by god pe haue ynougi 

And watounky wits bin ſe perrch 

Ert attefaſt che marctiaunte thus ſtpd 
By bod quod he Jama fytef woche 


Witt you my Þ E 
and bote pe wy 6p od 


That pe haue made mane wn 
Bet wixte me and my coſey 3 
pe ſſokde haue warned me 02 
That ſie adde pou ay hundred in. MM aide 
By redp token and helde eupfappaſed 
Fo that J to him ſpake of cheneſaunce 
Me ſempd ſo as hy his countenaunee 
But neuirtheleſſe be god oure heupy hyng 
(3 tHouttht to aſue of him notpntt 
pray the wif do no moꝛe ſo 
Tek me now oꝛ that I fro the Jos 
Of emp detten 3 — in mpy abſence 

paied the thy nettettence 
5 mygßt 1 14 a thing that he haue paied 
Tilowyf wyf was nat afferde ne affreyde 


Tile tate of te Siypma⸗ 


But boldey ſhe ſaide and that anooy 
fp that 5 
3 


He tobe me tertayn golde that wote J weklke 
Mat. euyt᷑ tie dom on dis monkes ſnowte 
foꝛ god it wote g wende withhonten donte 
Cbat ſie hadde yr uen it me bicauſe of po 
To do therWity myn honoure and my prove = 
Foz coſynage and the foꝛ belychere 5 
That he hjatij ha dde fulle 3 ·˖b 
But ſitſhen i ſeit ſtont in ſuche diſiont 
wol aunſ were pou ſtjoztkp to the poynt 
Syd — 2 am 
02 a re 
Fro day todapiffſo be tlat i fayte 
Jam youre Wpf ſcoze it Ppoy my tapke 
And elles g ſqakfe pap as ſone as euir ij may 
For bp mp trouthe q haue on mpy arzap 
Ind nat iy waſt beſtowed it euerpdeef 
2 rr oi 
2 poureFonoure fox goddes ſake (J ſap 
doe nat drotfſe andfet Bs fangi and ptep 
pe ſhalle mp ioly ody laue to wedde 
4 r 
gyue it me myn oWne ſpouſe 
Curneth hetheꝛ mabith bettre chere 


This marchaunt ſawe ther was none other remedp | 


Ind foꝛ tochide it were but a fol 

Sithen that thyng map noon other Be 
Low wyf he ſaide and [J foꝛgeue it the 
Und bp thy tif be no moꝛe ſofa 
bepe heete thy gode this 
Tus endith mp tale and god ds ſende 


— 
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The tale of the Hhppmay 


5 de 
K — ee — 


And bettynneth the wozdes of the booſt 


wv F£feſapd by coꝛpus dominus ſaid oure ooſt 


Now kong moot thou ſaple bp the cooſt 
Thou g entyf mapſter gentyt marint re 
God peue tue monke a thouſand laſt quad pere 
2 a feta wes be ware of ſuche a iape 
Cle monke put in the mannys llode ay ape 
And in this wyſe ehe by ſeint uſtyn 
Dra witii no monkes no moꝛe to poure (June 
But noW pas ouir and kette 5s ſehe aboute 
Who ſhjalle telle a tale firſt of alle this route 
A nothjeꝛ tale and With that wozde he ſapde 
As curteſf» as it hadde be a mapde 
My lady prioureſſe 6p poure fene 
So that g wyſt q ſholde pou nat greue 
wolde de me that pe telle ſholde 
A tale nexte if ſo were that pe wolde 
Now wol ye douche ſauf my lady dere 
Gladly quod ſhe and ſapd as pe ſbakhere 
re — 228 of ed Foot 
re bettpnnett the priouzeſſes profottue 
Dominedominus noſter quam admirabiłe 
eſt nomen tuum in bninerſa terꝛa. 
f Mxdeourefozde thy name euir maruefous 
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Tie profottue of the Prioꝛeſſe 


Scene ce weiteſiky loure 
175 ae ee 
a 


t q map encreſe ler honoure 
1 My: form 


ſonoure and the rote 
nte nexte fer ſonne and ſoules bote 
* mode mayd o mayde and modre fre 
© buſſte Snbrent brennyng in 4 ſight 
That raueſſtedyſt doun from the depte | 
Throutth tijy humble nes the gooſt _—— 
Df whoſe bertne whay fe tip bert 
Concepued was tle faders ſapience- 
helpe me to telle it in thp reuerence 
lady thp bounte tlp magnificence 
Thp erte, and thy grete humpkite 
= may no tonge expreſſe in no ſcience 
For ſ — lady oꝛ men prape the 
Thou gooſt bi foꝛn of thy benignyte 
ind getyſt vs tlie light of thy prayer 
To gyde vs bnto thy ſone ſo dert 
Py honnpntt is mY ww o blyſfulte que ne 
for to decka re th ſſe 
ohne Ine —— Weptttit fe ſuſtens 
dat as a childe ebetmontholde 02 leſſe 
Tat can Snneth any woꝛde evpreſſe 
Right ſo fare J and therfoze Jpou pꝛay 
Gidith my ſong asg ſtafte pou ſap 


re endith the prioureſſes profottue 
— begynnett be: tale 
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t her was in àſie in a grete cyte 
a monge criſten fołhe a hure 

Suſtepned bp a loꝛde of that tountre 
Fo: foule ſure andlucre of velonp 
Ha te fut᷑ tocriſt and to his company 
And through this ſtrete men mptit rpde and wend 
Foz it was fre and open at euety ende 
d tytet᷑ ſcole of criſten folhe theꝛe ſtode 
Doun at the ferther ende in Wh iche ther we re 
Children an hepe come n of criſten 
That fernpd in ſcole pere hy pere 

ma neꝛ doctryne as men Dſcy there 
This is to ſap to ſynge and to rede | 


As ſmale children dooy in tleire childiede 


Among the ſe children was a wydo les ſone 
Akytet᷑ ckergyog ſi uyn pere of age 


That day by day to ſcole was his wone 
Andene atſo were tſat he ſa we the yma ge 


— 


SSS rene 


greg g 


The tale of the Siypman 


deint nycholas ſtont eutr iy my preſence 

for he ſo yong to criſt dpd teuerente | 
This ſytet lis litet Pooke lernyng 

zobe ſat in the ſcole at his pry mer 

ße atma rede mptoꝛis mate ⁊ herd ſyng 

do children fernpd their antiptonez 

and as he durſt fe dre lde ay nere and nere 

ind ge th nyd ay the Wozdrs and the note 

Ext de the firſt ders coude alle by rote 


Naugit wyſt ge what 20 — 1 to ſay 
a | 


ſoz je ſo pong and tendre was 
but on a dap ſis fefawe gan be pꝛap 
Coeypounde Him the ſong in bis langage 
D: teffe whp this ſong was in bſage 
Chis prapde he him to conſtre lb and declare 
fulle ofte tpmes vᷣpon his antes baze 

His fela e Wwiche that elder was thay he 
Wnſwerd him thus this g haue ferd ſap 
das made of oure bfiſſedladp fre 
fei to ſalue and eke ter to pra 
Tobe oure helpe and ſocoure Way we dey 
jun no moe expoune in this mater 


terne ſong can but kytet gra me: | We 


Ind is this ſong made iy reuerenſe 
fcriſtes modre ſayd thisfnnocente 
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| IZndcutte bis throte aud in a pytte himcaſt 


The tale of the Prioureſſe 


NoW certapy J wol do mp difigfence 

To conne it alle ä went 
Tihougth that J foꝛ mp pryme⁊ t 
And ſuolde be bete thries in an houre 
5 wot it honne oute lady tohonoure 

His feca le taugtit him homWard pryuely 
Fro 0ap to dap tpk tie coude it af bp rote 
And thay tie ſong it wele and boſdklp 
ſro worde to woꝛde accozdpnit hy the note 
CT bs adap it paſſed througth tits thzote 
To ſcole ward and hom ward Whey he went 
Oy criſtes modre ſet was alle his entent 

ds q laue ſayd throutth oute the Jurp 
This iytełchilde cam walhyyn to and fro 
fut merilp wol de he ſyng and ery 
DO alma redemptozis ma ter euirmo 
Che ſwetneſſe his ſert perſed ſo 
Ofcriſtes — ou 2 prap 
He can nat ſtynt of ſpn{tpntt bp 

Oure fiꝛſt fo the — ſ OP 
That6hatth iy ie bes hertliis waſpes neſte 
Vp ſwalle and ſaid oebraph affas 
s this a thpntt that is to Vs ho 
Chat ſuche a bop ſtjal wache as fim tyſt 
In youre diſppte and ſyng of ſuche ſentence 
wyiiche is apeuſt oure faWes reuerence 
F Frothensfoztt the gelwys jane conſpired 

This innocent oute of this woꝛlde tocha ſe 
dn homieyde tterto haue they hyred 
Rittht at an ale lladde a prpue place 
And as the chylde gan foth by to pace 
This curſrd ge we him hent and held faſt 


The tafe of che Prioureſſe 


I — ä — 5 — 2 
te as the rentr 
O curſed foche ics Ar- 

t ma euyk entent pou a 
— Daten certej pneit ot 7 Fl apfe 


 dnameky ther thefonoure of od ſat ſprede ö Wo” 


The bode oute crietf on youre curſed dede 
O martir ſo dSneoBirtynite 
ow mapſt thou fpng folowyng euir in one 
The white la mbe cefe quod te 
Of waiche the grete euangelyſt ſeint Joy 
pati mos Wrote wgiche ſayth that thep goon 
bifoꝛn this lambe and ſyng a ſong ay ne we 


That neuir fleſſhety woman ttiey ne hne we 


This poure wido e a wapteth alle that nt 


after her — chiede and becam nau{ft 
foꝛ Whictie as ſone as it was day figgtt 
bit face pale of dtede ad beſp eongfhe 
Sie ha ti at ſcole and elles Where fit ſoutthe 
Tyf fpnaffp ſo fez ſte gay eſppe , 
That he faſt ſepy was ty the (jury 

with moders pyte in her breeſt encloſed 
Zie goth as ſhe were hakfoute of 6 
To euery pface Where ſtic ati ſuppoſed 
byſytekphede her fptef childe to fynde 
und tuir on criſtes modre mee and hynde 
Se cryde 72055 at the faſt thus ſte wrought 
among the curſed genes ſte wy ſougit 

She aveth and ſte frepnetth W 
Dfenerp Jue that duell di ifa | 
To 827 her 87 Wie childe dent _ yo by 

pſapd np but ieſu of iis grace 

W in her thought withiy a lytel ſpace 
That bn that place afte her ſone ſte me 
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Ds Vp taken was ſrngyng this ſong at way 


The tale of the Prioure ſſe 


that pa thy laude 
ng ng 
A dis gemme of chaſtite 

And ho of martirdome the ruby brigtie 
There he with throte y cozuey tytij vp right 
He alma rede mptoꝛis gan to ſyng 
So koude that alle tie ſpace gay foi to ryng 

The criſtey fothe that by tie ſtrete went 
Jn cam foꝛ to wondre Spoy this ttpny . 
 AUndbaſtefy they fox the prouoſt ſent 
whiche fonde the reſſbely pet bledyng 
Andherieth criſt that is of e uyij hyng 
And ene his modre honoure of manhynde 
And afcez that the ques tet he bynde 
Tbis c<ilde with pytous lame n tacion 


And Witt honoure andgrete proc ſſioun 
They ca ry im into the nexte ab 
Nis mode: ſwounyng hy tie here 
Ynneth mygit the people that was there 
Tb is ſoꝛoufut᷑ rachcfbrpnitey from the Gere 
Witt turment and with ſdhameful deth echoon 
This proueſt doth thies ge wes fo to ſterue 
That of this murdꝛe wyſt and that anooy 
He nolde no ſuche curſydneſſe ob ſerue 
5 ot feat — 1 _ — erue 
erfoze aff dralve 
And afteꝛ he haungyd them Gy the uwe 
Ypoy his bere apfkpeth this innocent 
Bifoꝛe the high autre While the maſſe (aſt 
And after that the abBot and his couent 
Them ſpedde foz to berp him fut faſt 
And wan they holy wa te on him caſt 


The tale of tie Prioureſſe 
pet ſpake this childe wlan ſp 
Ke ſong o al ma redemptoz 1 85 
This abbot whiche that was an holy man 
1 bo S 
| | o coniure he 
—7 . — th 
jy the de rtue of the holy trinyte 
Cet me What is thy cauſe foi to ſyng 


My ttjrote is cutte but butomp necke hoon 

Sapd this chylde and as by wey of hynde 

j ſhoide haue dyed pe long tyme a goon 

But Jeſu criſt as pe in Bones fpnde 

Dol tua t his gloꝛy Laſt and be wy mynde 

and foz the wozſtjip of tits mode dere 

ret may q ſyng o alma łoude and clere 
Chis welle of mercp criſtes modre ſwete 

Nouyd al wey as after my honnyng 

Ind whay that q my lyf ſyotde forte te 

To me ſte cam and badde me foꝛ to ſyng 

This anteme be rily ty mp dipng 

as pe lla ue liexde and Whay that q adde ſong 

Pe thoughte ſte leyde a gere yn pon mp ton 
Wherfoze i ſyng and ſyng muſt certapy _ 

Yſonoure of that błyſſed mapde fre 

Ty? fro my tong takey is the grepy . 

Ind aftez that ehus ſapd ſue tome — 

y lptek childe thay Wok feche the 1 

ay that the greyn is fro the tong y take 

De nat agaſt j wol the nat foꝛſae 

This floty monke this abbot ſim mene (3 

His tonge oute cauglit and tobe a wey the 

indhe pane Bp the gooſt fulte ſofly 

ind W(ay this abbot ladde thismeru apſe ſepy 

J 
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Sithen that thy throte is cutte to my ſempntt _ 1 9 


| Thetaleof the Prioureſſe 


ſalt terps triłled douy as rapne 
—— pkatte he fpk to the grounde 
and ſtyt he kay as fe adde be p bounde 
The TE ”= the you 
. Weppnſtandheripng criſtes moore dere | 
; andafee; that Sp they rofe and foꝛtl thep went 
And tobe abbey this martiz fro lis ber | 
and in a tombe of marbyt ſtones ckeꝛe 
ncloſen thep this kptet body ſwete 
There he is now god kene Ls foz to mete 
DO rong hug of kyncoly ſtapyakſo | 
Witz curſed gues as it is notabie 
Foꝛ it is hut a łytet᷑ White ago 
Pray ehe foz Bs we ſpnfut foſhe vᷣnſtable 
That of his mercp god ſo mettyable 
On ds his grete mercy multipkye 
Fo reuerence of his modre mary 
gere endith the prioureſſe tale 
Here fololtth ttje prologue of chaucers tale 
w Han ſayd was this mpracke every may 
ds ſobre was that wondre was to ſe 
Tyf that oure hooſt to iapen began 
And thao at erſt fe koned Spoy me 
And ſayd thus what may art thou quod Ge 
Tou loheſt as thou woldeſt fynde ay Fare 
Fox euiꝛ Vpoy the gruonde g ſe the ſtare 
2 mw and koke vp — 
5 ware pou ſires andlet thus man haut 
Nie is ſuape in tie waſt aſwele as 185 
Qlis were a popet in an arme to enbrace 
Foꝛ any woman ſmaſfe and fayre of face 
hee ſempth eluyſſhe by his countenaunce 
FP. oꝛ bntono wittfe doth he dakiaunce 
Sax now ſomWſat ſitfey othez folke Faw 
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Ryme of Sir Topas 


Tel vs a tate of mprtfe and that anoon 
Kooſt quod ſje nee uat euyt᷑ appaped 
ſo: othe2 take certapy can i none 
But of a rpme Jfernpd long a goon | 
pe quod Fe that is gode pnouttht let ds here 
Som deynte tfipntt me tfpnhetf by tip chere 
Here endith the prokottue 
and begynneth Ryme of ſir Topas 


Eſten koꝛdes in gode euten 
And g wol telle verament 
Of mprthe and of ſolace 
and of a hnyttft fapre and gent 
Jn ba tet and ih turnament 
Nis name was was ſir Topas 
p bozne fe was of fer countre 
y Ffaundres alle be ponde the ſet 
at popoꝛyng in the place 
his fader was a may ful fre „ 
A toꝛde he was of that countre „ 


was 
That to lis gyrdyt᷑ —— 
His ſhone of fpne coꝛdwane 


| Do. — — 


And in his gjonde a launce 


' +. Neprpchedthrougs a 
© © Theriytomanya wpldebeſt 
©  pebothe buche and hare 


Ryme of Sir Topas 


5 us it was goddes {trace 
Sir Topas weytadoufffity ſweyne 


White was his face as papnemapne 
Nis lyppes reed as roſe 


Vis tode is lyhe ſcarlet ty rey 
As i tete pout ty gode certapy 


He da dde a ſemely noſe 
His here his he rde 


Of bruges were {is hoſen brony 
His robe was of ſyckatoun 


That coſt many a gane 


He coude hunt at the 


dere 


And ryde ay hauhyng foz rpuere 


with grey (ftoſetjaute on honde 
Thertohe was a grete archere 
Of wraſttyng was ther none his pere 
Ther any tam ſtofde ſtonde 

ful manp a mapde Brigit in boure 
They moꝛ ned foꝛ ity pa ramoure 
Whay them were bet to ſtehe 


But he was chaſte and no lechoure 
And ſwete as is the bromble flour 


That bᷣeritij the rede hepe 


And ſoit fer Bpoy a dap 


ſoz ſotſj as q you telle map 
Sir Topas wolde oute ryde 
Ne woꝛde Bpoy his loꝛ ſe gray 
gap 
ſ — 
apre fozeſt 


A kong ſwerde by lis 


Ryme of fir Topas 


and as fe prpche nozt6 and eſt 
telle it pol — la dde almeſt 
a ſozp care 

nyt herbes grete and ſmate 
TheCicozice and the cetuake 
andmanp a (fone (tifofez 
and notempſfe to put in ale 
whether it be moyſt oz ſtale 
D: * to lay in — 
The birdes ſyng it is no nay 
The ſperfjauke and the popputzeax 
That ioye was to ere 
The th roſtyk made ehe lis kap 
The wode doune Bpoy the ſprap, 
He ſang fuk koude andecfere 
Sit Topas fp in foue kongyng 
| d ge le rde the ehruſtytſpng 
10 oh xy as he were wode 
apre ſtede in lis prichpng | 
5 wette — me mygit bim wryng 

His ſydes were al blode IJ 
Sir Topas ehe ſo wery was 
for prickyng in the ſoft gras 
7 down ie fepde he the place 

at doun he 

To mahe his ſtede — oface 
Und yaue fit ode foꝛage 
A ſeint mary benedicite 
Wat apfetth this koue at me 
To bynde me ſo ſore 
— dre myd alle this nygßt parde 
— elfe quene ſholde my lady be 
* ſtepe bndre mp goꝛe 

dy elfe quene Wot haue p ps 
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Ryme of Sir Topas 


ffoꝛ in this woꝛlde no woman is 
woꝛthy to he mp mahe in toun 
Alte otfez women n foꝛſahe 
And to ay efphe quene 
By dale and ehe bp doun 
Into his ſadyt he cka mbe anoon 
And priched ouer ſtyle and ſtone 
dn elphe quene to a ſpye a 
Tpk te ſo long hath rpdey and goon 
That he fonde a pryue wone 
n the countre of fapre ſo wylde 


Fo in that countre was ther none 


: - Neptther wyf ne chylde 


Anoneg ſle thy ſtede with mace 


Cyt that ther cam a grete geaunt 
His name Was ſir oliphaunt 

A parfous may of dede 
And ſapde childe by termaffaunt 
But if thou prpcke oute of mpyfanng 


Here is this quene of fapre 

with ha rpe and kote and ſpmpſſonp 

Duelkyng in this place | 

The childe ſapde alſo moot J the 
To mozoWe wol g mete With the 
whan that ij haue mpy armoure 
And pet j hope par mp fap 
That thou ſhalt With thiskaunce gay 
Abpen it fut ſoꝛee Thy ma we 
Shalk J perce if map 


P Daitbefulky pryme of the day 


Fox here ſtat thou be ſta we 

Sir Topas dre we abahe fulke faſte 

FC be gyaunt at him ſtones caſt 
Pute of a fył ſtaf ſtynge 


won 


* 


Ryme of ſir Topas 


But fapre a ſcapyd ſir Thopas 
and al e 
and tiroug l lis faire beryng . 
pe kyſtenett] loꝛdynges tomp take 
Perpe: than the nygijtyngale 
mot Witt pou roune | 
Gol» ſir Tyopas With ſpdes ſmake 
rickpng outr pre and dale 
— attapy to touß 
his merp men comaunditſ ile 
Co make him bothe ga me and gle 
Foz nedes maſt he fight 
with a gyaunt With hedes thre 
Foz paramoure andiofite 
Df one that ſbone ſo britghe 
Come do le ſapde mp mpnſtrafkes 
Ind geſtoures fox to tefle tales 
Inone iy mp atmyng . 
Df Romaunces tat been rpalfe 
Df popes and of cardpnalle 
And eke of foue longyng 
They fet him fozetj ſ wete wyne 
Ind mede y a meſſefpne- 
and ryalte ſpycłoꝛy I 
Df Kan on ſo ſyne 
And tycoꝛite and ehe comyn 
with ſugre that is t2 
He hadde nevte is White fere 
Df clothe alahe fpne and ckere 
I breche and ehe a ſherte 
And next his ſhert a habeton 
Ind ouir that ay fabertteoy 
#02 perſpntt of his herte 
Indouez that a fyne hauberhe 
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And ouer that his cote armoure 


Ryme of Sir Topas 


was affe y wrouttft of Jues warke 
fut ſtrong it was of plate 


as Wipte as is the lyly floure 
Nis ſuelde was al of golde ſo rede 
And therty was a hoꝛes ſede 
a charbonpt by llis ſyde 
und there he ſ woꝛe 09 ale and hrede 
ob ttjat the gyaunt ſſalbe dede 
Vetrde what map betyde 
His ianbedeux were of qupreBotp 
His \Wezdts ſyethe of puozp 
His helme of (atouy bright 
His ſadyt Was of re welbone 
His brydel as the ſone ſtone 
ODꝛas the mone light 
Nis ſpere was of fyne cypreſſe 
That bedith ware and n 
Tio ftede waoatledappregrg 
Fegortayambtein the ber 
Futte ſoftty androunde ig tande 
Lo loꝛdynges mpy here is a 
Are wol anp moxe of it 
To tetle pet wolle g fonde 
n Ob holde pouꝛ mouthe paz charite 
Bothe hnyhht andkady fre 
Andſernnetd to ap ſpette 
Ofa batapt᷑ of ceualry 
And of ladyes foue drurpe 
_ ſoꝛnchylde and of ypotyſe 
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dad tort Spende wep lie rode 
a ſparke oute of bronde 
Ppon his creeſt he bare a toure 


and tze rig ſtpched a (ply floure 
God ſtekde his body tromſfonde | 
Þnd foz fe was a knpgtit auenterous 
Ke nolde ſlepe iy none Houſe 
But figgtey in his ſjode 
Nis bright helme was his wontzeꝛ 
and by hayteti tits deſt re 
Dy herbes fyne and good | 
Him ſekf dranke water of the welle 
ds dyd the knygt ſir percpuef 
Zo wozthekp vndre wede 
n O moxeof this foꝛ goddes dignyte 
Foz thou quod oure tjooſt mat pſt ie 
So wery of thy berzplt Wdneſſe | 
That afſo ys god mp ſoule Bless 
ry eris ahpy of tip drafty ſpeche 
NoW ſucte a 2pme the deuyt J beteche 
This may Wefe be a ryme do{trek quod fe 
bp ſo quod g why wolt thou let me 
Pore of mp tale than a notfez may 
Zitfey it is the beſt ryme that g can 
Þp god quod he fulle playnty at one woꝛde 
Th drafty tymyng is nat woꝛth a toꝛde 
Thou doſt naught ekfes but ſpe ndeſt tyme 
Jir at one woꝛde thou ſhalt no kengeꝛ rpme 


Let ſe Whethez thou canſt aug tefke iy geſte 


— 


E Herder bebe —— 
| j wok pou tekke a łytet᷑ thyng iy proſe 
Tlat oughte tothe as ij ſuppoſe 
Oꝛ elles certayn pe be dangerous 
— 

— nyo. Fre Raſt 
BO ondrp fothe as pou 
And thus pe wote that eue > eugmylpſt 
Tat tefte 6s the payne oꝛ (jeſucriſfe 


"Ne ſapth nat alle tiyng as his fekaWe doth 
But neuirthefes their ſentence is alle ſot{ 


And alle actoꝛdyng as in theire ſentence 
At be ther in theire tellyng difference 


Foz ſom of them ſaptt moze and ſont feſſe 
e 


wWphay they lis pytous paſſiouy 
J mene of ma the mathe we Lube and 
But doutfes theite ſentence is alle one 
Ther foꝛe loꝛdynges Jpou be ſeche 
f hat pe thynhe g arp iy ſpeche 
As thus thoutth (J tetfe ſome dete moꝛe 
Of prouetbes than ye laue erde Gifoze 
Compreſjended in this lytel tretys here 
To en foꝛce with the effecte of mp matere 
ran 
pe ſiaue ſerde pet topou alle ij prap 
— me nat foz as in mp ſentence 
Squlle pe nowiiere fynde no difference 
Fore entenceof th 4 
After the Wiche meiy tale this 
And ffſerfoze Gerhart what) ſalt? ſap 
And let me telle my tate q pou pray 
Sequituꝛ Chaucers tale 
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wee derne 


fare for to pla; 
$16 doughter hath he lfte within 
hous of wiche thc dots were faſt 
ſhite. Thre of his ol de foes hath hit 
aſpped 7 ſette ladders vnto the wal 
les of his hous 7 by the wyndo wes 
ben entrpd in And bete h1s wpf: and 
Worided $16 doug jter with frue mo: 
tal woundes in fue ſond tye places 
that is to ſap in et fert. in het han 
des. in her eres, it het noſe and in het 
mouthe. and ſe/ ten het for dede and 
wenten het wa x. wan meſſeb cus 
titomned wae in to his hous and ſa 


we al this m chyeſ. he lylit a mad⸗ 


pe and ctye. E 
Rudence h1s wif as ferforth 


of his Wweping to ſipute. But 
not forthp he began to wepe r crpe 
euerfenger the more: This noble 
wyf pꝛudence rememb21d her ṽpon 


the ſentence of Ouyde in ßis bool:e 


tat cleped is the Remedye of ſour 
where as he ſapth. He is a fool that 

diftrobleth the modre to wepe in the 

dethe of he: childe. tyl ſhe hat wepte + 
het filſe as ſoꝛ a certapy terme. Ind 
than ſhal a man doo bts deſigence 
wyth ampable woꝛdes ber to com 


forte. And prape ber of her wepyng . 


to crſe. Foꝛ whache reaſon thts noble. ; 


wyf prindence ſuffryd bet huſbonde 
to wepe 7 crye as for a certapy ſpace - 
And wha ſhe ſave her tyme. ſhe ſard 
to Gym in this wpſe, Alas mp ſoꝛd 
„ 


man rented hts cl hesbegan to we 


p asſhedurſt beſoughte hym 


ſapd ſhe why malt ye pour ſelf fox 
to be lylit a fool for ſoth it apertap - 
netß not to a wyſc — 
che ſoꝛo we pour doughter by 
 crof god ſhal wariſſhe 7 eſcape. ; af 
were it ſo þ ſhe right now were dede. 
pe ne ought not for her deth pour ſelf 
to dyſtroye. Denelzeſapth.the wy- 
ſe man ſhal tale not to grete diſcs 
forte fo2 the deth of his childten. but 
certes he ſhnld ſuffte it in paciect as 
—— — the derh of his o⸗ 
pꝛopte perfone. 
y His mel lebe anſ werd anon 
and ſapde what man ſhole 
of his wepyng ſtynte y yath 
ſo grete cauſe to wrpe. Theſu cryſt 
our lord hym ſelf wepte fo: the dere 
of fazarus hrs f:ende, Prudence anſ 
werd certes wel I wote a temperate 
wepyng is nothing defended to hym 
that is ſotowfuſ amonge foll:e in 
ſoꝛo we. But it ia rather graunted 
Hpm to wepe. The apoſile Pauſe 
vnto te Romapns wryteth. any 
{hal rezopſe wyth hem that mal it 10 
pe and wepe wyth ſuche ſollꝛc as pp 
ne. But a kemperate weppug tough 


it be graũted hym. Dutrageous we 
pyng certis is defeded meſure of we, 


ſhold be coſidred after the lo:e 
Denclie techetß vo whaͤ thy frende 
is dede ſayd he. Lete not thin eyen be 
to moyſt of terps ne to moche dtie al 
though thy teerys com to thyn eyen 
fote hem not faſle. And whan thou 
gaſt ſoſt thy frende. do dpligently to 
gete the another frẽde. And this is be 
ter thay for to wepe fot thy frende 


| 


lat ho bones dzpe. He ſapth dle 


tagon yet ſayd ze thua. Out lol d 


thus that ſoꝛo we in herte ſleeth ful 
many a man. Saſamon ſapth that 
as moghtes ty the ſhep fles anopeth 
the clothes. 7 the ſmale wo:mes the 
tres Right lo enopeth ſorow the her 
te of a md. wherfo: Bs ought as wel 
in the detß of our chyldten as ty the 
loſſe of our goodes temporell Fauc 
parience. Remembiyng on the pati 
ent Job. whan bc had loft his chil 
dren and hrs tempotel goodes 7 had 
endured many a ful grenous tomp⸗ 


gyuen it to me. Out lord hath 
berafte hit mt. right ſo as out (02d 
hath wold right ſo it 16 don. y bleſſid 
be the name of our lord. 
O thiſe forſayd thinges anſ 
werde mieſſcbeus to hts wyf 
pꝛudẽte alle thy woꝛdes ben 
ſoth ſard he and therto e 
But truly mpy hert is trobeſd with 
this ſoꝛo we ſo greuouſly that I wo 
te not what to doo. Late althp trewe 
frendes ſayd prudece 2 alle thy ſyg 
nagt whiche that ben waſe come vn 
to the 7 teſſe to them pour caas and 
ßerſꝛen what thy ſay in coricepllyng 
7 gouern pou after het ſentence. 


| Safamoy ſaith werk allt 
ges by 7 thou ſhalt 2 
an by cauſe of the conu⸗ 


cepf of his wyf prudence, This ci 


jd wor — — 


me of his olde enomyes 
as hy theyt 1 ſtis ſouc x 
to his grace and there dithull came 
ſonune of his nepghbours that dyd 
hym renerence moꝛe for dꝛede than 
fo: loue as it Fappeth ofte There co 
mc; alſo many ſubtyl flateres and 
wyſe aduocates lerned in the ſawe. 

Ind whan thyſe follie to gpder aſ⸗ 
ſembled were. This (Yelkebeus ſhe - 

wed to ehem in ſoꝛo we ful wyſe his 


caas Aud by the maner of his ſpeche 


hit ſemed that in his hette he Bare a 
nuel pre redp to do Fengeance vpon 

—— 
ſhol begynne the warte. But neuer- 
. 
aud aſſeute of ſuche as were wyſe to 
ſe dp. And to Meſſebeus ſayd as pe 
may here. 
Ite ſayd he as to $6 Lpr - 
s urgyens. hit apperteyneth 
þ we doo to cuery wygßt 
the beſt that we can doo . where as 
we be wythgolden aud to our pac - 
te that we do no dommage. wher- 
ee 
That wg an two men haue the other 
wolided one Cyrurgyen heſetſß dem 
bothe . wherfoꝛt vnto ont arte hit ts 
not pertpnent to notiſſhe werte. ne 


leteus lete cuſſen — — 


% 


cd 


— — 
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partyes to ſuppoite. But certes as 
to the waryſſhyng a heſyng of your 
doughter al be it ſo that ſhe be pery⸗ 
ſouſſy hurt and wounded. we ſhal 


do ententyf beſpnes fro day to day 


that wyth the grace of god ſh alle. : 
ſound as ſone as poſſp; _ 


be hool 


ble is. in the ſame Wyſe the 


and eſie by teſon of the grete dom 
mages that in tpme compig be poſ⸗ 


ſyble to faſſe fo: the ſame. Aan d 92 
by teſon of the grete richeſſe and il | ER 


(Fe power of the partyes bothe. fo: 


the whiche hit were a ful grete peryl | 
to errey in this mater. wherfo: mel» | 
ſedeus this is our entent. we coticepl |. 
. polt:abone af thing that right anoy | 
thou do dyligence in 1 9 
e „ .. 


— 


pbiſtres anſ werd ſaue that they ſap ß 
den a ſewe woꝛdes moo. That lyf'e _ 
as maladyes ben cured by thepr con 
ttaryes.tigijt ſo ſhᷣal men waryſſhe 
werte by pers {His fepned frendes þ _ 
ſemed reconcepled and his flatrtas 
made ſemblaunte of wepyng m ; 
pepred aod grutched moihe w-thig 
mateꝛ. Pꝛeyſyng greteſp mefli beus 

of mpght.of power of rpcheſſe ud 
of frendes. diſpꝛayſung the power of „ 
his aduerſarpes. aud ſapd vᷣterſy ß 
he anone ſhold wrelꝛen hym on $157 | 
aduerſarpes begynnyng watte / vp 
rooſe than an aduocate p was wpſe | 
by leue and by cou cryſ of oißet that 
were wyſe. And ſayd ſoꝛdynges ſo: 
the nede whiche we ben aſſembled uz | 
this place is ful heuy thing and higg 
mater by cauſe of the wionge and 
of the wyclꝛednes that hath ben don 95 


— 


me in ſo lptyſtpme that hit ſhold be 


| popeeferſonc ne watche.. tp 


gw moron 7 after in fp hous 
; ho that thou ſette ſuſfict 


— Fows defende But 
tertes for to meue warrene ſodenſ y 
foꝛ to do dengrance. we may not de⸗ 


prouſfytable wherfo: we aven ſeyſe: 
2 — in this 
caas fo deme. For the comyn pꝛouet 
ſapth thus He that ſone demetß. ſone 

| (hafrepente.and eſte men ſap that. þ 
Juge is wyſe þ ſone vnderſtondetz 
a mater and Jugeth by fepzer, For 

- Algates it is not to reproned in pe 

uyng of Jugement ne in Bengeance 

taf:png whay it ia ſuſſicient 7 reſo - 

_ | nable, And that ſhewed our ſoꝛd ißũ 
cryſt by cnſample. Foꝛ whay the wo 
man p was talꝛen in adFoutrp was 

brougßt in hiapſener to limo we what 
ſold be do of her perſonne. Al he it þ 
— — gas —— 
do. yet ne 
— des b 
in the groñd he wꝛote twpes. And 
by thts cauſe we ape defpberaciouy 
and we ſal tan by the grace of god 
coũceyſ pow that that is moſt 
p2offrtable, ſtarte thay the 

E Le attones 7 the moſt pat 

fe of this copanye haue ſcorned 
olde wyſe may and begonne to — 


ie noyſe and ſalden Right ſo as whi 


fe that yron is hote men ſholde ſmite 
RNaigjßt ſo while that this tHing is fuſ 
ſhe and newe men wꝛeſꝛen Ber 


wronges wytß a loude Yops 


* 
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they crdey want. ware, Wa 


—— ey ie 
men ſhold ßolde hem ſiyl i prue hy 
andpence. Loꝛdynges ſapd he ther is 
ful many a man that crpeth warre 
warte that wote full ytyſ what war 
re amounteth . warte at his begyn 
nyng hath ſo grete an entree and ſog 
farge þ euery wpght map entre wha 


hym ſylietß 7 (pghelſy fynde warre . 
but certes what ende that therof ſhal 


falle it ts not ſpght to {no we. fo: ſo / 

thy whay that warte ia ones be gon 
there is full many a childe vnbo mc 
of his noder that ſhal dye and ſicrue 
pong bp cauſe of that warre 0: ellps 
ſyue in ſoꝛo we oꝛ depe in wretchpd/ 


neſſe And thefor oꝛ onp warre begin 
men muſt hauc grete coumcryſ 2 gre, 
te defpberac whan this olde 


man wende to haue enforced his tale 
by reſons. wel npghe attoucs began 
they al tariſe ſoꝛ to bꝛeſic Hs tale and 
bad ful faſte his woꝛdes tab egg 

Fo: ſothſp who ſo prechpth to them 
that hauc noſuſte to here his taſciys 
woꝛdes 0: his ſermon anopeth them 
fot Theſus ſytaſi ſapth that muſiſic 
im wypyng ts a nopous thing. This 
is as moch to ſa vc. as moche auap 
ſeth to ſpelꝛe before folſic to whom 
his ſpeche — As it doth fo ſin 
ge before hym that d wha 
this olde may ſawe p he wanted an 
dienceAlſFamefaſt be ſette hym doͤn 
agayn. Fo: ſalamoy ſarth. there as 
thou mayſt haut none audicuct. cu ⸗ 
force the not to ſpeſte , I ſee wel ſaid 
ite wpſe may þ the comm p:oucrbe 
is ſoth. That good colicepl wantcth 


J 
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whay) it is moſſe nede. "1, mebpthocollens Gat 
St had thus mellebeus in ay tops ec. 9 
p counceyl many follze trye. And god foibede that it were ſſ o 
puuuaciy i his ere coll- For Aheſus ſpral: ſayth that pf thy | 
ceplſed hym certapy thinges « coun wyf hanethemapftrpe She ls o | 
ceplled hym contrarye in general au trantousto herhuſbond, And ſa aa 
dau. Whay Yellebeus ſa we that mon ſapth to ty wyf ne tothy chyl⸗ E 
— — de ne to thy frende neuer in thy ſyf ne 
re actoꝛded that he ſhold malte war · ¶ peue power ouer thy ſelf. For bettet 
it were that thy chyl dren ave of ie 
thynges that hem 11edeth . than tou 
ſe (<p ſelf in the hondes of thy chyl⸗ 
deen and certes pf I ſhold werel: by | - 
councepllpng my councepl muſt be 


Fe thinges that ben oꝛdeyned and af 
fermed by ſo many wyſe peple. He- 
condlp ] ape that af. women ben 
wiclꝛed and none good of them alle. 
forof a thuſandmen a ſafams 
I fond one good. But of af women 
Artes good women ſonde I neuer 
noon. And alſo certes ↄf I gouerne 


not be pf I ſhold be counceye lcd by] | 
the. Fo: women can liepe no concey! 


pacienre hade herde al that 


werd ſoꝛ I ſap that it is no fol ye to 
chaunge counceyl whay the chynge | 


is chaunged 0: ellis whay the tyyng At 
ſemetz other wyſe tñã it was befo m 
and more ouet I ſap though that pe | 


gaue ſwo2 and be hygßt to perfo; / 


Han dame zudence ful b+ | f 9 
w bonapttp and wyth gerte 


Ger huſ bond lilꝛe foꝛ to ſay. thã ave 2 

. ſhe of hym ſicenct ſoꝛ to ſpelꝛe ; ſapd | 
in this wyſe my lorde ſapd ſhe as to | 
pour firſt reſon it map lightly be an | 


me pour empupſe.and by Juff cauſe | A 
ye da it not. men ſholde not ſap ther 


foꝛ that pe were a lyet ne foꝛſwoꝛn 


ee [: . 5 


malteth no ſeſyug whan he tometh | 
$18 coꝛage to the better: Ind al be it | 
ſo that pour emp2yſe be eftablyſſstd | 
and oꝛdeyned by grete multitude of 


A 1¹ N 


ſomtyme ſecret tyl it were tyme at 5 


it muſte be lino we. And ße may | 


p 


Fo: 


can wpthout preſiunpa 

and ſuche thynges as he can not. he 
ſhal not be aſhamed for to lerne hem 
and enqupre of laſſe fofl:e thay hym 
ſelſ. And that there hath ben many a 


good woman. it map be preupd. For © 


cryſt wolde neuer deſcende fo: to be 
bome of a woman pf al wome had 
be wyclied. and after that foꝛ the gre 
te bounte that is in our ſoꝛd thi] criſt 
— Wo 
append rather to a woman 
his and thougß that ſala 
mon ſaid he fond neuer womd good 
pet foloweth not therfo: that al wo 
men ben wyclied Foꝛ thought he fon 
de no good woman certes many a 
nother mã hath fonden many a wo⸗ 
man ful good. and fuftrwe.o: ellis 
petauenturt (fentent of Dalamony 
© was this that in ſouctayn bounte he 
fond no woman This is to ſap that 
there is no wpght ſo good that he ne 


| Wantethſomofthe perfectid of god 


"a 
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| wook . 
15 Pnderſtonde of women þ ben Jan - 


 toipde. 


that is f16malter. | 
. Durthrpde reſon ia th ys. 
pe ſape that pf pe gonerne 
pyou be my coumcryſ i ſhol 
de ſeine that pe had peue me the mai 
— — 
ne pour grace. it is not ſo 
yef it ſo were that noman ſhold bee 
—— 
hen wold not be counceplled ſo of, 
te as they ben. fo: ſothly that man þ 
e 
as to 


pour fourth reſoy there that pe ſap þ 
the Jangſerpe of woman can not hy 
de th pnges (hat they lo we. as who 
ſapth a womey can not hyde þ ſhee 
Dpre thyſe wo2des bern to 


glcreſſes and wicked of whiche wo⸗ 
men men ſay. iat thre thpnges dry. 
uen a man ſone out of his hous (hat 
is to ſaye.ſmoſic. dtoppyng of tayn 
and wyclꝛed wyucs. And of ſuche 
women ſapth Daſamoy that it we 
re bettet to dweſſen in deferte, thay 
wyth a woman that is tyotous. and 
ſyt by pour lcue that am not. 


——— 44a 
te ſplence and my grete pacrence . 
And eſie how wel J cay hyden and 
hele thpnges thgt man ought ſecretly 
ſothlp as to pour 
fpfthe reſon there that pe ſape that 
in wiclied councepl women Yapn - 
Tor fie Fort: 
in no 0 ; 
ſtonde now that pe ape counceyl to 


The Zofe of hunter 


ſons. I ſhalle ſnewe by enſample þ 
they be good and ptouſſptable. Elie 
ſonune men haue ſayd that the coti⸗ 


cc of women is to dett oꝛ lis to 


ſipl of pꝛys. But aſ be it ſo þ many 
women be bad. 7 her counceplcupls 


tffe, And elie more ouet whay our 
ford god 6ad made Adam our fot - 
mer fader. he ſayd in (his wyſe it is 


rot good man to be allon malte w 
to hym an helpe ſembſa ble to hym 
ſelf io here map ye ſee that pf wom * 
were not good and ſir coticeplgood | 
and ptouffptagle, Ou: ſoꝛd god of | 
heuey wold nen haue wrought hn 
ue cuil d hem heſpe of man but ta- 


ther confuſion of may. And thße⸗ 


ie ſayd ones a clerl2e in two Lerſps. = 
What is better (6d Jaſpar, wpſeton 


Aud What is better tay wyſedom 


coucepllpng 3 jhal refiore you out 


doughter Fool and founde. And cle 


Fonprombes fo: they cut \wetenes 


to the ſoule x Folſomnes to the bot 
Dy cauſe of thy ſwete woꝛdes r 
elir fo: Ihaue aſſaped and prrurd 


thy grete ſapience and thy grete trgu 


the N wyl gouerne me by thy coun - ⸗ 


pl al maneꝛ (png. 


Now ſpr ſapd dame prudence . ſp 


pe voucheſauf to be goue:ned bp my N 


cc unceyſ I wyl enforme pow how 


pe ſhal gouerne pow in che ſyng of 3 
pour colmcey Firſt to fore af wer. 
[:ys ye ſhal beſeche the hyghe god Þ 


woman 7 what is better Fay good 
woman. no thyng. And ſo ſyr by | 
mon other reſons map pe ſee tat 
many women been good and theyr ' 
tounceyi good aud ptouffptable. 0 

And therfo: yf ye wyl truſt to ß 


I wyl do ſo moche that pe ſhalſe pa ⸗- 
ue Honour in this caas. wann 
mellebee had herde the woꝛdes of s 
wyf Prudence. He ſayd thus. I ſet 
wel that the woꝛde of Dalamon is 
ſot$:He ſaith that woꝛdes that brenn 
ſpol:ey diſcretely by 02denaunce ben H 


— 


— — 4d hogs 
— dren fect 
Saynt Jame eſꝛt ſapth. pf ony of 
you haut n :de of ſapienct. Ave it of 
god And aftcr that than ſhal ye tal1c 
councepl in pour ſelf . And evampne 
— of ſuchethingro 
as ye thynſie that ben beſte for your 
pꝛouffyt Indian — 
way ſꝛo n pour hertes tho thinges þ 
ben contrarpous to good-counceplle 
this is to ſay ytt᷑couctyſe. 7 Haſte - 
neſſe. Firſt be that aveth counceyl of 
gym feff .L :rtes Ge muſt be wpthou 
tem pte. for many cauſes. The firſte 
is this þ he tFat hath grete pre and 
wrath in hym ſelf. he weneth al way 
to do tp yng that he map not do and 
ſecondly ße that is prous 7 wrathful 
map not deme wel And he that map 
nat deme wele may not wel coltcepf 
Another ia this .be that is prons 7 
3 as ſapth Scuclie map not 
ſpelꝛe but bfameful thynges And 
Wpth his Fiepous wo2des be ſtereth 
other folſie to angre and to pre And 
_  efecſpr ye muſt drpue couetpſe out of 
pout ßerte Fo thappoſife ſapth that 
couctyſe is the rote of aſſe harines . 
And truſte wel that a conetous may 
can not deme wel ne tñynſꝛe but on 
ly to fulſfylle the ende of his couetpſe 
and cettes that may neuer be occom. 
plpſſ3ed. Fo: eurr mote the more Ha + 
Swidawice a man hath of richeſſc. 
the more he deſpr:th. And pe muſe 


\ 


herde to . 
che is this. he that ſone demeth ſone 
repentets. 


p: p 
pſone but pf it ſo be þ ye wene ſiſters 
ſy þ thrugh pour bewrapeng youre 
condicion ſhalſe be to yo witze more 
pꝛouffytabſe Foꝛ ißũs ſpraf? ſarth. 
nether to thy ſrende.ne to thy foo di 
touet not thp ſecrete councryl. ne thy 
folpe. Fo they wyl peue the apdien - 
ce.folzpng 7 ſuppottyng in yont pie 
ſence. And ſcome you in pour abſen 
ce. Ay other cerfre ſapth that ſcarſe 
ſy ſhalt thou fpude ony perſone that 
map ſiepe counceyſ ſecretely. The b0 
lic ſarth whiles þ thon ltepeſt ty coi 
cepl m thy herte.thou lirpeſt it in thy 
ptpſony. 7 whay thou wrapeſt hit to 
ony he holdetß the in his ſna · 
N ther ſoꝛe it is better to hyde 
your coumctyſ in pour herte.thd pꝛa 
pe hym to hom pe haue bewta yed 
pour councryſ that he wold ſerpe tt 
cloes a ſtylſe. Fo: ſeneca ſaith pf it 
be ſo that thou ne may thy councepl 
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fours ben flaterers namely the coun 
ceplfours of gte ſoꝛdte. For hep 
enforce them alwap rather to ſpeſic 
playſaumt wo:des enclpnyug to the 
loꝛdes ſuſie thay words (at ben tre 
we and p:ouffptable, And therſoꝛe 
men ſayn that the rue may hath ſk 


dewhan good councepl but pf he ha 
ue it of hem ſelf. And after that thou 


tes he fyndeth a grete tirſour then 


ſhal pe elre vnderſionde pf h your tire 
we frendes ben diſcrete and wyſe for „ 


the bool: ſath d xt al rey thy oui 


of them þ ben wyſe 7 by this ſame re | 
ſon ſhak'e pe clepeto pour concept o 


your frendes þ ben of age \hiche y : 
haue ſeyn many th ynges 7 biy v. 


pert in dyueeſe thunges. x beappoued 
in coticepllpng. ſoꝛ the bool paith im | 

olde men is the ſapience a in longer |  - / 
me that puudenet and tulius ſapth.þ 5 
grete thinges ben not ap accomplyſs - | | 


ſhed by ſtrenthe ne by delyuctucs of E 
body. but bp councepl and by aucto | 
ryte of perſones and by ſcyenct the || 


- Which thre thinges ne be not feble by | 


ſhaſt conftdere thy frendes and thyy _ 


tnemyes. t as fouchpng thy frendes 
thou ſFalt conſpdere whiche of them 
ben moſte s 

oldeſt and moſt appꝛould in col 


thy coũccyſ as the cas requyreth. 7} 
ſay firſt þ pe ſhal clepe to pour coun 
cepl pour frendes þ ben tiewe Foꝛ ſa 
; famoy ſaith right as (fc Fete of a 
man deſpteth in ſauour that is ſwete 
Right ſo the counctyſ of tie we fun 
des peneth ſwetencs th the ſoule. Ge 
ſaith alſo therr may no ti yng to ber 
[pl2ened to atrewe freude. Fo! certes 
gold ne ſplucr he not ſo moch Worth 
as the good wpl as the trewe frende 
f tſie ße ſauß h a rewe fronde is a 
grete defenſe , who þ it ſyndeth .cer - 


12 frewe wyſeſt. moſt fayth -. 
erpſlpng. And of hon ſhalt thou a xe 


. 


age. but crit. s they enſoꝛet and u | : 


crece dap by dap. And than ſfal ye | 
ſicpe this fo! a genctayl rewie Fuſſe 


ſhal ye elepe to pour cotictyſ a fre 
or pour frendes that ben ſper yal To:: | 
ſatamoy ſaith Many a fiende haue 
thou. but amonge a tFouſand eſe. | 
thc one be tj y councepllour. Fo: alſe 
he it ſo v tf ou firſt telle thy couicylſe 


to fewe. Thou maiſtafter telle ty 


oticepltomo follre pf it be ede. ut | 


fol:calwap j ty coliceplfours haue a 


tho thre condiete ne þ J haut ſaid be 
ſort is to ſapetfat thep be treuc. 


wyſe 7 of oſde cvpeticuct. And weil: 


not alway in cueꝛy nede by one cou | 


ceplfout aſſonc. ſo! fomtyme it bet o- 5 
ucth to be coltceplled br many. Fo: 


ſaſamò ſaitß. ſaſuacion of tFinges 1 


is the te wherebe many conctcylſouts 


Now fue J haue tolde powof f 
whiche foltit that peſhold ber couns -—\ + 


cepflpd. Nowe wyl I telle whiche o 


— 


councepſ of a fool Fo: fe ne can not 
councepl but after his ſuſte and hys 
affection. The bool: ſapth that the 


ne by flaterpe. than to telle yow the 
ſothfaſtenes of thmges. X 
Tuſpus ſapth. Amonge al the peſte- 
kences that ben in frenſhip the gret - 


xe nede to eſchew and dirde flaterers 
m ouy other peple. The bool: ſaith 

tʒou ſhalt rather fle ; drede the ſwe⸗ 
te woꝛdes of flaterers.and ptapſers 
than the egre wordes of thy frende þ 
fapth to the thy ſothes. Dalamon 
ſautß that the woꝛdes of a flaterer. is 
a ſnart to catche Junocetes he ſaith 
alſo he that ſarth to his frende wot - 
des of ſwetnes and of plcyſaunce 
ſctteth a nette before his fret to cat - 
cgße hym 7 therfore ſarth tulins En⸗ 
_ clpnenot thpy eres to flatettrs ne ta 
ki no of woꝛdes of flateiie 
And caton ſaith auyſe the wel to cſ⸗ 
che we woꝛdes of flaterey of ſwete- 
nes and of pleyſainict. And clic thou 
(alt eſchewe the couceylyng of thpy 
ofde enempes that ben recouncepled 


T Theboolzſarththat no wpghit retot 


eff in to the grace of his ofdr enemi 
m ſaufkp. A nd pſope ſarth Ne truſte 
nec ta them wyth whom thou haſt 


ce ſem rather to ptayſe your perſo + 


teſt is flaterpe, And ther foꝛ it is mo ⸗ 


o te ſout of his 


Had warre oꝛ enemyte. ne teſſe not $7 
thy councepl. And ſenelte telleth the 
cauſe whp it may not be and ſaye 
Where as a grete fpre hath long tym 
endured.that there ne dwelleth ſame 
Bapour of warmnes. And therſote 


— 
t 

— — the 
chere of humylyte and ſoutetß to the 


fepned bye 
omen ptouffyt thay ſoꝛ the four of 
— fr poof 
ue Pickorpe ouer his perſone 

by ſuche fapned contenatice. The 
Whiche victoꝛye be mpght not haue 
by ſtrief newarre Peter alfons 
malit no frfauſſip with thpy olde t 
nemyes for pf thou do thy wyl puer 
ten it to wiclirdnen. g eli thou muſt 
eſchewe the coucryl of ſuch ben cy 
ſeruatites g beten the grete rruerttt. 
foꝛpauenturethey ſape more ſoꝛ dat 
de than fo: ſoue. 7 therfoꝛ ſarth a phi 


loſopßre in che wyſe. Theris no 


waght pf1ghtlp trewe to hym þ he ſo⸗ 
re drederh . 7 tuſnus ſarth there is noo 
wight ſo grete as an emperour that 
ſong may endure but pf he Fane mo 
thaͤ drede . Thou 
ſgalt cſchewe te coticepl of folſie þ be 
dꝛonlicſewe Foꝛ they can not coucerf 


in ſuſpect ſuche 
pou on thyng prpuelp and 
lc pou the contrarye openly. 


— 


man that hath not folowed the coun 


cepl of wpclied follte Thou ſhalt al⸗ 
ſo eſche we the councepllyng of pong 
folkize for her councepi it not type. 
DW ſpre ſpth A haue ſhe - 
n Wed yo afle this of whi- 
che follit ye ſhal talꝛt pour 
councepl and of whiche foll:e ye ſhal 
eſchewe thepr counceyl. Now wol 
tlie you how pe ſhal evampne pou: 
coumteyſ. After the doctrpne of Tu - 
ſus in exampnynge thay of youre 
counceplſours. pr ſhaſ conſudere ma; 
np thynges. Al derfirſt thou ſhalt cõ⸗ 
ſydere hat in that thynge that thou 


art purpoſed and pon what thyug 


tdou ſgal haue councepl that deray 
trouche be ſapd and conſerued . This 
is to ſaye. teſſe al truly thp tale. 

For hc that ſapth fals. may not well 
be counteyſſed in þcags of the whi ; 
che he fpeth. And after thps conſpde- 
reffre thynges that actoꝛde to that 
thou p che firſt ſoꝛ to do by 
thy co ours pf reſon accoꝛdc 
therto. And clie pf thy mpght may 
atkepne therto, And pf the mote par 
e and the better parte of thp lat 
ſours actoꝛde therto 02 no The ſhalt 


hou conſydere what ihyng ſhak fo / 


Caſhodee ſaith that is is a maner 
ſleyght 


let aud more p 


7.6 Talk of Chance 


lowe af that counceyliyng as hace, 5 | 
pees. warre.grace. pꝛouffyt.oꝛ doma 


of what rote is engendꝛyd the mater + 
of thy councep{ 7 what fruyt it may 


concerne 7 engend:py. Thou ſhak | 
conſpdere clit alle the cauſes from | 
whens (ep be ſprongey And han 
pehaueepampned pour coticeplas | 

2ouffptable and haue 
apptoued by many wyſe folk and 
olce. han ſhalt thou tonſpdere yf | 


thou map performe it 7 malic of hit | 
a good cude y oꝛ teſon wold not that 


And caton ſapth alſo aſſape to doo | 
ſuche thinges as thou $gſt po wer to 


do. on leſſe þ the charge oppreſſe he 
to ſoꝛe. nd that the behouetß to ex 


ue that thynge that thou haſt begon 


ther thou may perfourme hit oꝛ not 
Cheſe rather to ſuffre tFay to begyn 
ne, And peter alfons ſapth. pf thou 


thou muſt repete.1t is bettet nay td 
ye. This is to ſape that it is bettet 
to holde thy tonge ſtyſſe thay fo: to 
ſpeſun Than maiſt thou vᷣnderſtonn 
de by ſirenger reſons. þ pf thou baſt | 
power to pfo:me a werſ:e,the which 


thou ſhalt repente. thay it 16 better | 


Fat thou ſuffre than begyme. 


ge. aud many othe: thynges. And of 1 
al thyſe thinges thou ſhalt conſyde e 


ony may ſpold begyune a thing bm 
yf he myght perfourme it as hymn . 
oughte.neno md ſhold tal:e on hym [ = 
3 | Vo IE. 
bere it, Foz the prouerbe ſaith he hto 
moche enbracheth diſtreynetß lptpk . | | 


ne.6 pf that thou beaydoubte whe - | 


haſte mpghtto doo a thynge whiche 


1 


pe. — 4 
ee ſhe t 


unceyl tou ma yſt aſſo chau⸗ 
— coumceyl pf ſo — — 
5 Farm 0: seco, 
Alſo pf thy counceyl be 9 —— 
eſfts cometh of diſhoueſt cuaſe — 
. gethpcouncepk. For the la we i 
bee. ſhone 
ben of no dal we. And eſie pf ſo 
it be oꝛ may not goodly 


2 15 be performed oꝛ licpt.taſit this ſoꝛ a 


generaſrewſe that curry counceplþ 


s affermed that it map 
* = wh ahoqrnind condicion b 


J ſaye that yſſꝛe con ceyt 
— 


6 meff-beus wh he herd 
1. wyf da⸗ 
me pꝛudence he anſ werd in 


| . Dame ſayd he as pet i 
or eye nlp 
— po Iſhaf 


trſon. ne diſt 
I thing that pou 
Ce bet tors — 


a fe- 
7 afterþ 
— 7. . Che gens ff 
lie pf it had be nde But certes ye 
apalagas” Fo 0 
a grete multitude of peple ful — 
geaunt and ful anopous foꝛ to > 
And ye haue erryd fo: there , 
pe ſyolde Fane (leptd ts pour counl 
ceplle youre trewe _— 
wyſe.. = yehaueeleped ſtraws 
folle . fals and flaterars and = 
myes recounceplled and folk . 


doon now reverence wytßout four. 


-che Tab of Lhauoncer 


6:0ught wytß you pre.coueryſe and 


haſtpnes .the whiche thre thneges be 


conttaryous to cuety honeſt coun ; 
cepl 7 proffptable. 3 whiche thre thin 
ges pe haue not amenuſed ne deſtro- 
ped nethe2 in pour ſelf ne in pou: cont 
cepllours as pe ought pe haue erryd 


alſo fot ye haut ſhewed to your coll | 


cepflours pour talent 7 pour affecci⸗ 
on to maſꝛe warte anon and fo: to 


doo vengeantce. They haue aſpyed 


by pour menyng to what thyng ye 
be cnclyncd. 7 therfo: houe they coun 
tyſſed pow rather to pour talent thi 
to pour pꝛouffyte. pe haue errpd alſo 
fo: you ſemerh that it ſuſfpſeth yo w 
to haue be ed by thpſe coũ 
cepſlours onſy t wytß lytyl a Byſe. 
where as in ſo grete nede 7 ſo hye. hit 
had be neceſſarpe mo counceplkours 
Aud more deſibetacion to performe 
pour enupꝛyſe pe haue ertyd alſo fo! 
ye haue not eyampned pour coticepl 
in the fo:ſapd mater ne in dewe ma⸗ 
nete as the caas requireth, ye haue et 
tyd for ye haur made no dyuyſion 
byt wyve your ours. This 


ours ne ye ha⸗ 
ue not lino we the wyſſe of pour fren 
des ofde 7 wyſe. But pe haue caſt al 
le her wordes in an hutchepot. t en 
3 Gf pmeonr PRIbe: r 
ko the gretter nombꝛe 7 by pow con - 
deſcended And aſſo ve wote wel that 
men ſhuf al way ſpnde a gretter par 
te of nombre of ſooles than of wyſe 


mey. And therſoꝛe the counceyſles þ | 


beqy at congregacions i multitude 


LEES = 


Ind alſo ye baus end for ye Fane | 


—_ 


of follie there as men tal: more re 
1 the fapi- 
of perſones. pe ſer wel p in ſucß e 

unges foles haue the maſtrye. 
Ellebeus anſwerde agar y 


m Igraunte wel J hau err 
But there as thou haſt to 195 


de me here befo mn p he is not to bia 

me that chaũgetß his coũccyl in ect 

tayn caas 7 fo: certapy Juft cauſes | 

Jan alle redpto chauge mp com 

cyſſouts tight as thou fiſt 7 att 

wylt deuyſe the pꝛoueꝛbe ſapth þ (0: 

to doo ſynne is manmſſhe. but err 

tes fo: to pſeuete ſong in ſynnc it 

a werke of the dcuyll. 2 * 
/ Othis ſentence anſwerd d da 
t me pꝛudence 7 ſaid epamy 


pour counceyſ 7 ſete vs ſe which I 3 i | 


them haue ſpolꝛen moſt reſonable | 
taught pou beſt coticeyl : fo: as 2: 4 


che as the cvaminacion is nereſſart4 


ſate Bs begyy at ſurgpens d at pe 
nens Þ firſt ſpelꝛcn in tits matete i | 
ſap pou p (be ſurgpens t tfe pi 
ens haue ſaid yon diſcretſy as ther) 

ought.Fo: they ſaid ful wyſcly j to! 


the offite of hem hit appertapners to * 5 


do to cue: wpaght honour 7 pꝛouffic 
7 no wygßt to ennope. 7 after theyr! + 
craft do grete diſigeee vnto the cutie) | 

of hem the whiche thep haue in gon 
naũte : ſyr right as they Fane an 


werd wyſelp : diſcreteſy. naht ſo 
rede you þ the p be hygßly t ſouerane] 


ſ p awerdonned fo! Her noble ſpeche . 
d for they ſſold do the mor ent? FE-1 
tif beſpnes in the curacton of voute 


dougßter. Fo: alle he it ſo þ they be | 
- pour frendes Therfoꝛ ſhal penotſuf | 
ſre þ they ſhal ſetue you foꝛ nought! 


contrarpe is waryſſhed by another 
yn. = egg rf np 9 
ye onde that texte 7 0 
pour ſentence .Lertes ſayd 
us I 3uderſtonde that in this wyſc 
That right as they haue doon me a 
coutrarpous right . rpght ſo ſjold I 
do hem another . fot right as they 

haue Benged hem on me 7 doon ie 

w:onge. right ſo ſhold I venge me 
on hem a do hem wꝛongt and thay 
haue I cured one contrarpe by ano 
ther contrar pe Lo ſaid dame purdece 
how lightly is cuerp md enclpned to 
do ſis o wen deſit a his 0 wn) pleſcice 
ctes ſaid ſhe the woꝛdes of þ phiſicico 
ſhold not be vnderſtode in this wyſe 
fo: cettes wyclꝛednes is not contrati 


Vegeauce 7 ſuffrance and diſcoꝛde. 
g accoꝛde and many other chunges. 
But certes wicſicdneſſe ſhal be wart 
ſhed by goodnes. Aud diſcoide by ac 
coꝛde. a warte by pers. 7 ſo forth by 
other thinges. 7 herto accordeth ſank 


and blyſſe hym that ſarth the harm 


ye ought for to werſie ful adupſedly 
{a wyth grete diſcrrrion 7 deſpberaas 


And ſpre as to the firſt popnte that 
touchetz the of pour perſon 
pe ſhaf 
warte 


mcſicſy beſeſ1en 7 pꝛapen before alle 
thinges Iheſu cryſte of his mercy þ 
ße wol $aue hym in his pꝛotection x 
be his ſourrapy helper at his nede , 
Fot certes in thps werlte there is no 
wpght that may be councryſſcd ne 
ltepte ſufficiẽtiy wpthout the [:eping 
of our ſoꝛd Theſu cryſte. To this es 
tente acco2deth the pꝛophett dauud þ 
ſarth pf god ne lrepe the Lpte.t pdel 
waltetß ge that lrepeth it. Now ſyt 
than ſhul ye commyrte the l2eppuge 
of pour perſone te you trewe ften 
des that hen y pꝛouiyd and (mower 
And of themſgall ye ave helpe your 
perſone to licpc. For Caton ſaith yf 
to w haue nede of heſpe axe it of thi 
frende. And after this than ſhalle ye 
ſicpe pou from al ſtraunge folktes 2 
frofpers and haue alle way in ſuſ⸗ 
pecte het companye. Fo: Peter 
affons ſapth ne tale no company? 
by the wape of ſtranger men. 


2 


The Taft of Ihaucet 


. ee 


I 
And pf he bere a ſpere holde the on 
the right ſyde And pf he bett a ſwer 
de Folde — 
Pp 
e pig Sos 


before 7 hem and het counceyſ eſche⸗ 
we. And aſter thts than ſhal ye liepe 
row in ſuche meer þ fo: ony pre 


arenen For enerp 
rh rs enempe. And 


ſalomon ſayth wylſul is he þ of no 
thing hatß drede. For certes he that 
gry ger br 
bon aſp Bethe tan hay 
mer moꝛe contrewapte 2 ke 

tts m ſpemaſſ. Fot ſcnelir ſayth the 
wyſe mã that dredeth harmes eſche 
wer. Farmes nc he falliiß no paſlhþ 
peuffeſcewith, 7 al be it ſo h thou ſe 
rr 
thou do al way diſygence in ſiepyng 
of tp perſone not only from thy gre 
(eſt amanyes but from the [eſte ene / 
mye: Ouyde ſapth that the lptpl we⸗ 
ſu woſd ſſe a grete Bolle a the grete 


herte. And the bool: ſaytß. That a lp 


wey ethode may prycliethe lopuge ſu a | 


F wb 
but neuertheles I ſape not that 
— ſo co warde that thou 


te luft to deſcepue but pet they dee d); 
hem to be deſcepurd. thou ſhalt dicde 
to be enpopſoned. and l:epe the from 


as Benp1m. Now as to the ſcrounde. 


poynt where as pour wyſe count £2 
fours conceplled pow to warſtole 


your hous wpth grete dyligenic 15 
wold ſayn ſino we How that ye vn 


derſtonde the wordes 7 what 16 (ve. : 
- ſentence Meſſcbeus anſwad ; ſayd 


Lertes I vnderſtonde it ty this w 


ſe that I ſhalfe warnſtozrmp 60114 


wytß toutes ſuche as be caficliys 53: 
other maner edyfycrs wytß 


my hous ſo defede þ my encinys ſb af 5 
be in drede mp hous fot to apptoche,” 


O this ſentence anſwe. dea 0 fa 
t non pꝛudencc. warnſio:yv ug 


ſayth ſhe of gerte to wic 
edifpces wpeh grete coſtages 7 grett. 
frauapll. And whay that tßey be ac. 
complyſſhed yet be thep not worth a 
ſtrawe. But pf thep ben defended by 
trewe frendes that ben olde and wp- 
ſe. Ind vnderſionde wel that tße gie 
teſt and ſtrongeſt garyſon that an . Y 
che man maphaue as well to ſ:rpe | 
fs perſone as his good. is that be | 


be beſoupd wytß his ſubgettys and L] 


doubte. where as is no drede. The 
bool: ſayth that ſom follte haue gte 


the companye of ſcozmers for, 
bool: ſapth ſcornes maſte no compa 435 
nyc. Vut flee her u 0226 


annie 7 
and other maner artylctye by ſuchy 
thinges whiche J map mp peꝛſonc t 


— 
c grite deſiberacion erulp I tro we 


2 Fo: tuſiꝰ ſaußj in cucti nede cr thou 
begynne pet apparapl 


the wyth gie 
te diſtgence tha in vengeaͤct taliyng 
in war te in batarle 7 i warnſtormg 
replle the therto 7 do it wytß grete de 
ſibcracion Fo: tuſiꝰ ſarth þ long ap 
parapling before the bateyſ mal2eth 
(Fort victoꝛye And caſſyodꝛe ſaith þ 
the gatyſon is the ſtrenger whan it 
15 ſonge tyme aduyſed But now (a, 


te do ſpelit of the colicepſþ was ac 


c02ded by pour nepghebours ſuche 
as don you reuvererice wythouten fo- 
ue. your olde enempes recounſpled . 
pour flaterers þ coũctyſ pou certapy 


tßꝛnges openly. {nd pꝛyucſy coticepl 


you the contrarpe. The pong foll2c þ 
courtrepſle you to auenge pou 7 ma / 
lie warte anon. Lertes ſyt as q ha 
ue ſapde before. pe haue gretcly ern 
to ſaue cleped ſuche maner of follie 
to pour comteyſ. which coliceplſous 
ben ynougß repzeupd afoꝛeſayd by 
teaſon. But neuertheles fate va 1014 
deſcende to the ſpeepakl. ye ſhal firſt 
pꝛocrde afterthe doctrine of tul ius. 


. Tertes the trouthe of (His matere o: 


8 > . 
* oy 
= 6 
b „ 
I - * 
. — 


= 


ama 
the y the ſame ſuſius add eth in thys 
fame mater. o. Tulit is puticthj a 
t how many conſenting to 
this couteyſ i thy wplfulnes to doo 
haſty $engedce . And lete coſider al, 
ſo who bethcy a how many be they 
p cdſentedey to pour aducrſarpes. c- 
certes as to the firſt poynt if is well 
ſmo wen wheche ſole they be that cd 
ſented to pour haſty wplfulncs. fot 
certes alletho that councepl{ed yow 
to malte ſodeyn warre be not your 
frendes Lete $6 now conſpdcre whi- 
che be they þ pe holdẽ ſo greteſy your 
frendes as to pour perſonc. Fo: al be 
it ſo þ ye be ſo mpghty x niche Lertes 
pe be but ullonc. Fo: ye hauc no chil 
de beit a doughter. Ne pe haut nos 
bꝛethern ne coſpus Germans nc no 
ne other nyghe l:pnrede, wherfo! þ 
. ordeſtroge yur 
to plete pow 02 
perſonc. xt liuo w aſſo þ pour rpehes 
muſt be deſpended in dpuerſe pat 
tes ; whay þ cuery wpgh{hath bys 
parte they ne wyl talze but (ptylre / 
warde to engen pou deth. 
But pourre nemues cy thre and they 


haue many chyſdten. Deether 
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And though ſo were that thou had / 
deſt ſſapy two 02 thre of them, vet 
dwelſen there pnough to wreftey her 
deth and to ſlee thy perſone. {nd 
though ſo be that poure liyntede be 
moꝛt ſplter and ſtedfaſt than the lun 
ede of pour adurrſat yes. pet neuer⸗ 
theſes poure ſtyntede nys but aſter 
[:pnrede they be but lytyl ſubget to 
pow And the keymede of poure 
enempes ben nygße ſpbbe to them. 

And certes as in that her condycion 
is bettet {Fay yours. Than lete vs 


tonſidert alſo pf that the councepl of 


fem that comctiſ yow to tale ſodeyn 
Hegeaunce wheter it accord to reſo) 
0:1100, And certes pe [ſnow wel nap 
Fo: as be right 02 reaſon tfere map 
no man tale Fengrance on no wp - 
ght but tfe Juge that hatt the Juriſ 
diction of it whan it is graũted jym 
to taſie that Bengeance haſieſpy oꝛ at 
temperatſy as the ſa we requiteth. 

And pet more ouet of ti at mord that 
Tulyus ſapth and cleped coͤtentyng 
tou ſhalt conſpdere pf ty myght 3 
tp power map conſente and ſufſyſe 
to tp wylfuſnes and to thy coticepls 
ſoute. 7 ctes thou maiſt wel ſay nay 
fo: ſif:erfy as ſoꝛ to ſpeſte properly 
we map doo no thing but onlp ſu - 
che f1ngrs as we map do nghtſullp 
and certes thou mayſt rightſully ta 
he Fengeence. as of pour prope auc 


forpte. Than map ye ſetfatyour po 


wer ne conſenteth ne accoꝛdetß pour 
Wylfulnes. Lete de cvemyne fe 
(fprd poynt that tulius clepeth con 


Loſpns. And other npgſhelipnrede, 


ſegurnt. thou $nderſ{onde y the Lens 
geance that thou purpoſeſt to talte 


is ton ſequent. And thetſoꝛ ſoloweth = 0 
another vengeance pei yl and Rat ⸗ 


re and offer dom mages wyth out no 
be of — we bent warte as ot 
this tyme. and as touch yng the ſour 
(he parte þ tuliꝰ clepeth engendung 


Thou ſhalt tenſyt eit x this wreng | | ; 


u hiche is don (0 the. is cugendzzdof 
the hate of il yn entmyts g of vin 


grance taliyng Lon him ißt wold LY 


engendre a nother Lengeante 3 mo- 
<>eſorowe and we ſiynge of tußes 

as I ſapd before, Nowſpreas(o _ 
(fe fyſtt e poynt. Thicke t at uus 


clepeth cauſes which is the ſaſi pont ] 
tou ſhal vnderſionde p iſlit wong 


that (hou Faft recepued Fath certain 
cauſes u ſict eit at — aten o: 
ryens and efiycunte 7 cauſa ſengin 


qua and cauſa płopyncua Tf il 


to ſayt ihc fer cauſe a tfenygh cauſe 
Tf e fir cauſe is alle mygihty ged þ 
is cauſe of alſe if ynges. Thencer 
cauſe 16 (fpthreencemyes. The tauſe 


aczdental was hate Tfeccuſe mas 


terpalle is te ſyue u oundee of (fp 
dougkter. Tfecauſe ſo:mal16tfe 


cauſe of fer woꝛcf ynge p brouhtey 


ladders and iſemben in at (fe y n ⸗ 
dowes. Tfeſe cauſe fynal u as to 
fle iy deugßter it leffed not in as 
mocke as in hem was. ut ſoꝛ: to 


ſpeſꝛe of thts ſynallcauſe as u fat 5 
endetfiep ſhak come 0! What ſfal ſp F 


naſſy bety de of fim in this caas Ne 


tan I not deme but by comectyig rt 


ſuppoſynaFo: we ſfaf ſuppoſe (fat 
W 41 | 
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5 they ſhal come to a wyclicd ende. by 
cauſe that the bolꝛ of the deres ſarth 


bꝛought to a good ende. whay they 
be bodlp begonne Now ſpre pf men 
wold axe me whp that god fuffreth 
men to do this vyſonpe certes I can 


not wel anſwer as fo: no ſothfaſineſ 


Fo: thappoſile ſapth. That the ſen 
ce and the Jugementps of out loꝛde 
god almpgjty bee fuldepe . There 
map no man comp2chende ne ſerche 
bem ſuffyaently. Neuerthelcs by cer, 
tayn pꝛeſumpcious 7 coniectyng J 
holde and belcue that wpght that is 
ful of Juſtice and rigßtfulneſſe hath 
ſuffryd this to betyde by Juſt cauſe 
t 4 reſonable. Thy name is melkebee , 
..._ _ This1stoſape a mã that drynlieth 
hony. thou haſt dꝛonlic ſo moche ho 
ny of ſ were temporeſ riches and deſy 
ces of honour of this wo lde tou 
art dꝛonſꝛe 7 Faſt foꝛgoten Ihu cciſie 
thy cttatout Tho w ne Faſt doon to 
hp1m ſuche honour and reucreitee as 
ow oughteſ{. Ne thou ne haſt talie 
ſiepe of the woꝛdes of Ouyde þ ſaith 
Onder the hony of the goodes of the 
body is hyd venym that ſletß the ſou 


le. And ſaſamon ſaith pf thou haſt 


founde ßony eke of it that ſuffyſctß 
Foꝛ pf thou ere of it out of meſure. 

thou ſhaſt ſpcwe and be nedp and 
5 and parauenture . iſt hath 
the in de ſppte. t hath torneth a wap 
f:0 the his face and his miſcticoꝛde. 
And ſo be hath ſuſfrid that thou haſt 
be punyſſſed in the maner that how 
haſt treſpaced Tho w haſt don ſyn 


nmnreagapn out ſoꝛd Theſu criſte. For 


de that is to ſape the fleeſſhe the fende 
and the woud thou haſt ſufft yd hem 
foꝛ to entre in to the hette wylfulſye 
by the wyndo wes of thy body. And 
haſt not defenderh thy ſelſ fnffpccue 
ſy agaynſt her aſſauſtes 7 hertemp , 
tacions. ſo that they haue Wounded 
the ſoule in fpue places that is to ſa, 


pe the dedeſy ſpunes that beeyentred 


in to thy herte be the fyur wyttes 
And in this manct out ſoꝛd ihn nſt 
hath ſuffred that thy thre aumyes be 
entryd in to thy hous by the wyndo⸗ 
wes. and hauc wounded (Hp dough 

tet in the maner afo:ſapd 

Sertes ſapd Wellcbe I [ce 
wel p yc en ſoꝛet pow my 
fiyſ by wordes to ourres - 
me me in ſuche mane as I ſhal not 
denge me of myn cnmpes ſhc wyng 
methe pet yl 7 the eupl that myght be 
falle of this Fengeaunce. But wi o 
ſo wold conſpdere ty alle $engeaun/ 
ces the petil and the cuyl that mygit 
ſcwe of dengeaunce ta lyng a may 
wold ncuer take vengraunct and þ 
were harme fo! by Bengeaunee ta - 
[:png ben wycſꝛed ien deſſſenerd fro 
the good men. And they that haue 
wyl to do wyeſꝛtdnes reſtrepne her 
wyclꝛed purpoos whay they ſee the 
punyſſyng and the chaſtyſyng of the 
freſpaſſours And pet ſape I more. þ 
right as by ſpngufe: preſumpeyon 
he ſyn netß in talꝛyng $engrance of 
another man Right ſoo ſynnetß the 
J uge pf he take not 7 doo Bengean, 

con hem that it haue deſeriad. 
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Stand 8noweth that it dyſple - 
ſerh the Juges and ſouerapnes. and 
another ſayth The Juge (Hat dre- 
dez to doo right malicth ſyre wes 7 
ſamt pouſe thapoſife ſayth ſow he 
wrpterh to the romayns that the Ju- 
ges herr not the ſpert wythout cauſe 
* 
wes and mpſdocrs. And ſo: to defen 
den the good mey, yf pe wyl taue 


tetourne and haue pour cours to the 
Juge that hath the Jurpſdiction v⸗ 
pon hem and pe ſhal punyſſhe hem 
as the ſawe aved 7 ttquyicthj. 


Sayd Melſebe this penge 

@ anceſplieth me no th ynge. 

I bethyn lie me no we 7 tas 

be bede how that fortune hath noriſ 
ſtyd me fro my chyldhode and ſolpe 
me to paſſe many a ſtraunge paas 
Now wol J aſſape in her tio wynge 
wyeß goddes helpe that ſhal me ſaue 
fo to Benge. artes 1 pf 
ye wyl werTe by mp colicepl ye ſhal 
not aſſape fortune bp no waye. ne 
und ome fb fer 
after the woꝛde of ſenele. Fo: thyn 
grothat Bey foljp{y don and that be 
doon in hope of ſortune ſhall neurr 
meta gordnde And as to the fa - 
ſene be ſaytß the mote clete and 

the more ſhynyng that fortune is. the 
* —__ andeße ſonnet bꝛo Len 
Truſie ye 


on pour enmpes pe ſhall 


hotin her. For therenys no ſiibaſt 
nes ne ſtablenes in her. F02 won 


thou tro weſt to be moſie ſure and jp. 
ker of het. She wyl faplle and de 4 
cepue the. And where as peſapy ß 
fortune hath noryſſhed 
chil dl ode I ſap that there is ſo mp - 


kyl the laſſe tiuſie in pour witte. o: 


ſencke ſapth what man that is no⸗ 
ryſſhed by foztune ſhe mat. pth hym 
@ fool. Ao w ſythen pe deſprey a aye 
Vengeance, And the Vengeance that 


is doon after the lawe and before the 


Juge lybetß not pow. And the Len - 


geance that is doon in hope of ſonu 
nc is pctyſous and Pncertayy; than 
haue yt no teme dye but for to haue 
pour tecours vᷣnto the ſquc ray Jus. | 
ge that ven geth al vylonyes 3 ion 
ges. and he jhal venge — aſtet Fl 
Gym ſclf Wpineſſeth Wer as Feſaith = 
.leue pe the Pengeance vnto me and 
I ſgallt do hit. | {1 
Elſcbee anſwerd yf JS 
m gc me not of che Eylonye v 


men haue don punto mc ; 
ſommone and warne fem that aue 


don to me this vylonyt and al otßet 
to doo me ßyſonyc. j oꝛ it is u tyton 
yf thou takeſt no Fengedce of a old 
ene ſou ſomoneſt thy aduet - 
ſarye to do the a newe vᷣyſonye. 
Alſo for my ſuffrauntce men Wolde 

doo me ſo grete $yſonpeþ I mygft 


not bert it ne ſyſityne it a they ſtoſd | 


I be put a holde ouct ſowe. Fo: men 

ſayn in myſ yl ſuſſring ſhal man 

thynges fafle vnto (fe whiche ff,ou 

ne ſhal mow ſuffre. | S 
B ut 


pou in po̊ pm 


Fenn hammer e 
Beleue me and ycur credence 


do his enempe 
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pghe and 


power 


to that Jſhak ſape.ne ycuc neuer the 
wer ne goue of thy good⸗ 
des.to the ſone.to thy wpf.to thy fre, 
de ne to thy b:0der.ne veue thou mp 
ght ne mayſtrye ouer thy body Ph1 
leſt thou lyueſt. No w ſpth that 
be defendath that a man ſhold not 
pyeue to ſis b:0dexne to his frende the 

mpgſ{ of his body by a ſtrenger re 
ſon he defendeth a man to peue hym 
And neuerthelcs J cou 
ccpl pau þ pe myſtruſt not my ſoꝛd. 
Foꝛ I wate wel and uno we verrety 
that he is debonupr. me dt large and 


curteys and nothyng deſprous ne co 
uctouta of good ne riches, Fo: ther ts 


no chung mehis woulde þ he deſpreth 


more tan woꝛſhip and honour. 
 Forffiermore J uno we and om full 
ſure that he nothing ſhal doo in this 
dede wpthout mp councepf. And J 
ſhal ſo wer ke in this cas that by the 
- grace of our ford god ye hal be re - 
counceplled Unto vo. Than ſapd 
they wpth one dope. woꝛſgipful la 
dy we put vs 7 out goodes in pourt 
wyl aud diſpoſiaon alle fully. And 
be tt dy ſoꝛ to come what day that it 
ſyãe to ponrnobÞſeſſe to aſſygne vs 
foꝛto ma be out obligacons « 50. 


| | des afſo ſtronge as it ſhal ipQe vnto 
| pour goodnes that we mowe fuſſyl 


e the wyl of pow x of my ſoꝛd celle 
bee. whay dame prudence had herd 
tze anſwers of thyſe men. Dh bad 
hien retomne pꝛyucly. And ſFeretor - 
ned agayn to het ſoꝛd melſebe 7 tol- 


de hy how ſbe fonde $16 aducrſa, 
repentant No wlechpng f 
Wis Fer ſpanco and teſpene ts 
— 
ppte, Than ſapd meklebe he is well 
wo:thp to haue pardon and forye 
urnes that im not of his 
2 wſecheth and tepen⸗ 
apfug Indulgence foi ſis 
ſpine. Denebcſapth Theres there, 
mpſſpoy and fozpeuenes, For the 
confeſſion is npghbour to Innocen 
cr. And therfo: I aſſente and 


meto . 


we doo not wpthout the wyl of oute 
frendes. 
Hay was Prudence rpght 
glad r Jopefuland ſayde 
cr les ſpre pe haut wel and 
govdlp a werde. Fo night as by 
je count offente x help of poure 
frendee pc haue ſtyꝛyd to doo venge 
vu and ma Ke warte rpght ſo win 
oulen fer coxpaceyl ſhalle pe not ac 
totoc you ne haue pers wpth poure 
abuerſatyes. fo: the ſawe ſapth the, 
re ia no thpnge ſoo good by waye of 
ynde as a thyng to be Puboiide by 
hy that it was bounde, And thay 
dame Prudence wythout defape ot 
tarpeng ſent anon het meſſages fo: 
het Epy and her olde ſrendes whiche 
wert tree and wyſe. And tolde hem 
bp oꝛdit in preſece of mellebe al this 
mater as ia about exp and de 
>ared. d pꝛayed 
hon that they wolde ſaye er aduyſe 
and connceplle what were beſte to 
doo in this nede. And whan 


* 
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Peter in his Ibeſu Cryſte 
he ſapth that ſuffred for $6 and yaf 
enſample to cuery man to folowe x 
ſue hym foi he dpdneuer ſpune. Ne 
neuer cam ther out of his mouth vy 
leynes woꝛde: way mon curſed hym 
he curſed hem not. And whany men 
beten hym. he manaſced hem not. al. 
in 
trybulacidns that they haue ſuffted 


wytſhouten her deſerte oꝛ gyltt ought 
moche ſtprre 


in trypbufacons is perdurable. After 
fat the Apocalyps ſapth in his epiſt 
le. The tope of god he ſapth is perdu 
tabl taßt is to ſape currſaſtyng alſo 
tro we pe wel and eſte belcue 

ſp that he is not wel ne wel 
faught that wyl not haue patience 
ne wyl not recepue parycuct. For ſa 


man and the wptte is Eno wen bp 
paryence. And in quother place be = 
ſapth þ he thats pacyet gouerneth 


ſapthThe angry aud the 


' Worth to be pagent thenncſoꝛ to be 


right ſtronge. And he that may aue 


the ſoꝛdſhip of his o wen hert is moꝛe 
to pꝛayſe than by his force oꝛ ſiren + 
the ta 
ſarth ſanit Jame im his cpiſiſe That 
 parpence is a grete vertue of tec 
non. Textes ſayd Melſeber J grgun 


ke dame Prudence that patient is a 


grete vertu of perfection. But 
cuery man may not hauc the perfect 
gon that pe ſete ne J amnoneof þ 
nombre of nght perfight men. Fo: 
my Ferte may neuer be iy pers Pnto - 
the tyme that it be vengyd 7 al beit 


ſoo that it was grete perylto myn rt. 
nemyes to doo me a Pplonpery ta | 


png Bengeance Bpoy me: pet tobe 
thepno hede of the paryl but fulfpl⸗ 
fed their wyc ed wyl and coꝛage. 
And therfoꝛ me thmketh mon ougßt 
not to reprrue me. though I put me 

in a ſytyl paryl foꝛ to Benge me. 


That is to ſaye that Ja venge one 
ontrage by a notſ:7. „ 
Sapde dame pꝛudencr ye 


àſap you wyſſe as you ſy- 5 


- Ent But in no caas of the 
G 


nem ſapth That de doctryne Oe 


by greteiy prudenct. a the ſame bz 
wꝛatßfuſman ma betß nopſes. ind 5 0 
ſtylleiß hym . he ſapth alſo. l is moe 4 


6 grete cptees. Andtherſozre 


And theugß I do a grete cverſſe. 5 i | 
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World of « nay ſyoldnot do ontre- 
Se neepceſſe fo2 to Fenge hy. Fo: 
caſſpodre ſaith that as cuyl doth hc 


aduerſarpes in other maner. ye ſin 
ne. 7 therfo: ſapth ſene l h a md ſhal 
neu dengeſhtewdnes by ſhrewdnes 
and pf that pe ſaye that right a ved a 
may to defende vᷣyolenct by Bpolen, 
ce. and fygßtyng by foghtyng. Ler- 
tes yt ſarth ſoth. whan the defence is 
doon ann wpthouteny uitetual or 
wythouten taryeng 02 delay for to 
defende hym and not fot to venge 
hym. Ind yet behoueth that a man 
put ſuche ternperaunee in his defer; 
ce that men haue no cauſe ne mater 
to reproche hym that defendeth bpm 
of ouſtragr oꝛ evceſſ . Fo: eſſys we 
re it agapy teſon Parde ye knowe 
wl that yt ma ke no defence as non 
fo: to defende yo w. but ſo: to deuge 
_ . pow. nd ſo ſuerh it that ye hau 10 
wyl to do pour wyl attempcratſp. 
And therfoꝛ me tpn betß th at pati⸗ 
ente is good. Fo: ſaſamen ſapth. þ 
he that is not pacient ſhal haut git 
te harme. | q 
— Artes ſard melfebeJ graii 
; te yow wßan a man is 1 


om patient and w2oth of that 

whiche touched hym not 7 thet ap - 
not to hym. though it ha t 
it is no wonder Fo: the la⸗ 
we ſaith that he is cuſpable that en⸗ 
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ſay my graf and mp deſire foucheth 
me rpght npgh.and therfore though 
Ibe wꝛotße and Jnpacient if is n00 
meruapl. And ſaupng pour grace J 
can not ſce that I ſFold greteip hat 


me me though Ito ic Pengeance. 
For Jam niche 7 more mpghty thi 
myn enempes hen and if is wel bn 


wo:ld goucrucd. And alſo ſalamony 
ſapth that alle tyſc thpnges obe pen 
to moncy. whay pꝛudenct had herde 
het ñuſbond a Baiante hym of his i ⸗ 
cheſſe and of his money di png 
the power of his enempes ſhe ſpac 

and ſayd in this wyſe.certcs dere ſyt 


I graiuite pow thai pe be niche and 


mighty. And that ticheſſes ben good 
to hem that haue goten hom wel and 
that wel can dſe them. for ryght as 
the body of a man map not [pie wit 
gout the ſouſe. nomore may the 4 
wychßout temporcf goodes an 

richeſſe may a may gete hym get: 
frende©. and therfoze ſapth pamphy- 
les pf an erſes doughter be roche be 


The Tafe of Chaucer 


of [page ſhal be made worthp and 
noble by ticheſſe. And right fo as by. 
tycheſſe there come many goodes. 
right ſo bp pouerte there comen ma - 
ny harmes and cuylſys. And therfo: 
depeth caſſpodre pouerte the moder 
of rupne that is to ſape the moder of 


ſapth one 
ef the greteſt aduerſpteys of thys 
world ts whay a fremay of Epnde 
0: of bprthe is conſtrapned by pouer 
te to ete the almeſſe of his enempe. 
And tze ſame ſapth Innocence in o 
nc of 16 bookes that ſotoufuſ and 
happp is the condpaoy of a pou 
re beggar. Fo: pf he ave not bits me - 
tc. he dpeth for houngte a pf he axe 
he dpeth fo: ſhame .and aſgate neceſ 
ſyte co1 gym to ave. And 
theꝛfoꝛ ſaytß ſaſamon That better 
it ia to dye than to haue ſuche pouct 
tc. And as the ſame Dafamoy ſaytß 
bettet it is to dye a hyttet deth than 


to [pe ſuche a lyf: Dy theſe reſons þ 


I gaue ſayd Into pow and by ma 


ny other that I coude ſap J graiike 
that richeſſe ben good to them that 


gete hem wel and to tho that vſe wef : : 


thps rycheſſe. And therfo: wyl i ſhe - 


gadꝛyng of pour richeſſe. t in what 


mancr pe ſhal Bſe them. Fyrſt pe | 9 


ſhal gete hom wpthouten arete deſpr 


by good lepzer ſol yngly and mot o 
ucr haſteſy Foꝛ a man that is to de 5 | 


ſyryng in getyng ryches ha boũdetß 


hym firſt to thefte and to alle otßer 45 
myſrewles And therfoꝛ ſapth ſaſas 


mon he that ßaſfetß 6pm to beſiſy to 


te ly goth and paſſeth from a maß 
But that rirges that cometh ſytyl © - 
ſytyl wepit alwap and myſtypſycts 


And therfoꝛ pe ſFalle gete rpches by | 
pour wytte and by pour traueyl vn 2 3% 
to pour prouffpt. Ind that wytfou 


ten wꝛong oꝛ Harme doyng to ouy o 
ther 
ma ketß no man ßym ſelf tieße ye 


doo Harme to another wegßt. This | | 
is to ſape tat nature defenderh and 
fo:bedeth bp tygßt that no man ma_'_ | 
be hym niche Fnto the harme of ono 


ther perſone. And tufpus ſapth that 
no ſ0:0we ne dred of dethe ne of thin 
ge that may befalle Buto a man 16 


ſo moche agady nature as a man to 


encrecey) ßis o wen ptouffit to the ha: 
me of another may. t though þ are - 
te and mpghty men gote ryches mo 


ic ſpghtly thay thou. pet ſhalt tou 


D . 


we yow ho w pe ſhal beFaue yow n 


wape niche he ſhal be none Innocct 
He ſapth alſo that the riches that haf, 
telp comets to a man ſoon and 6a 


one. Fo: the ſawe ſau iert 
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lie wyſe fle ydſtnes Fo: ſaſamon 
ſaytß Thathethattranckith in ydſc⸗ 
nes teched a man to doo many cuyl⸗ 
les. And the ſame ſalamon ſapth. He 
that traueylſetß and beſpeth hymto 
tyfle his fonde ſhal ete b:ede. And he 
that is pdle and caſteth hym to noo 
befpnes ne occupacion ſhall faſſe in 
to pouerte 7 dye foꝛ huungre Aud he þ 
is pdfe 7 ſlowe can neuet fynde cone 
nabſe tyme fo: to doo his pꝛouſſyt 
Fo: ther1s a Berſeſpar ſapth. that the 
pdle may excuſetß hym in wynter 
hy cauſe of the grete col de 7 in ſom⸗ 


met by eucheſon of hete. For thyſe 


cauſes ſapth caton wa ſtetß t enely- 
net pou not ouet myliyl to ſlepe. 

_ For ouer moche reſte noryſſhith and 
cauſetß man Hpces. 7 therfor ſapth 
Deytit Jerome doth ſome good de⸗ 
des þ the —— p16 pour _— 
mpe ſynd pou not vnocupyed. For 
2 taker not lpghtly to ſts 
woꝛchyng ſuche as he fyndetß ocupt 
ed in good wer ke. Than thus in ge - 


tung of ncheſſe ye muſt flee pdlenes 


And afteꝛ waꝛd pe ſhal vſe the riches 
whiche ye haut goten by pour wytte 
by pour (rapuepl in ſuche maner þ 
men hold pow not to ſcarce ne to ſpa 


tyng ne to fool large that is to ſape 


ouet ſarge a ſpender* For nght as 
men blame ay auatyctous may bp 
cauſe of his ſcarſenes 7 cpneerpe.ty 
tze ſame wyſc is he to blame þ ſpen 
det ouer ſargtſy And therfoꝛ 
caton ſarth $ſe thy rpches that hon 
haſt goten in ſuche maner as men 


haue no mater ne cauſe to ſap ne cal 


ſpende g waſte the goodes that 


le the nepther wretche ne chynehe. ſot 
1 —— a man to haue 


haue. whan they haue nomoꝛt pꝛo⸗ 
pe of thepr owen . they ſhapey them 
to tale the goodes of other me I ſap 
thay that pe ſhal fler auaryre $ſpng 
pour rycheſſe ty ſuche maner that 
men ſaye not that poure rpcheſſes is 
deuoured. Hut that pe haue them in 


pyout mpgh{ 7 in pour weldpng. For 


repreupth the auatia⸗ 
— — det 
ſps. wherto and whp burpeth,a man 


his o wen goodes by his grete auarp 
wett wel þ 


ce t nedes muſt he die 
Fot deth is the ende of cuetyman as 
in this preſent ſyf. t fo: what cauſe 
encheſoy Joynetß 02 inpetherh he 
ſym ſofaft to $16 godes þ al his wyt 
tes mo we not deſſeucte ne departe 
hym from ßis goodes. And Enowerh 


wel 0: 0wght to Eno we that whay 
be is dede he ſhal nothpng bere wyth 
gym 


—— ns 
ayth ſaint Auguſtyn. 
— pov wry" 
p the more it fwolowe the noꝛt hit de 
ſpreth to ſwolo we and to deuoure. 
And as wel as pe wold eſeſewv to be 
called an auaricious may 0: a chn⸗ 
che as wel ſhold ye Kepe yow 7 go⸗ 
uerne pow in ſuche wyſe that men. 
not be ydſe But ſheve to 
doo thy prouffyt. For thou ſhalt up 
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god tß at is our creatour and ma lic 
After the word of Halamoy. it is 
better to haut a lytyſ good wytß the 
four of god thay for ſo haue moche 
golde ond treſour and to leſe the ſoue 
of his ſord god. And the pphete ſauß 
that better it is to be a good may 7 
bane ſytyl good and treſour than to 
be holde a ſhiewe and haue grete ty⸗ 
And pet ſap I furthermore þ 
pe ſhal al wap do pour beſynes to ge 
te pow tyches ſo h pe gete them wyth 
And che appoſtſe 


good concener 

ſapth that there uys nothyng in this 
world of whiche we ſhal haue ſo gre 
te Joye as whey our coſine 
de good wytnes. And the wyſe may 
ſapth that the ſubſtaunce of a man 
is ſul good whay ſpune is not in 
mannes conaence. A in 
geting of pour tytheſſe and in vſing 
of them pe muſt Fane grete beſpnes 
and dpligence that pour good name 


Halamoy ſapth That better is and 


be al way Cept and conſerued. For - 


more it auayleth a man for to haue 1 2 
a good name thay fo: to haue ma- 


np ryches. And therfoꝛ he ſaith in an 
other platt. doo gerte dpligence in ble 


pyng of thy frende and in Ecpytige 1 

of thy good name. Fo: it ſhal lenge : 
abyde wyth the thay ony other tre- 
ſoict he it neuer ſo pꝛrtious t ccrts 


he ſhold not be called a geutyſman d 


after god and good conaence aſſe 
thinges left ne doth to bepe his good 
name. And Caſſyodꝛe ſapth that ie 
is ſyngne of a grutylle herte wan a 


man foucth and deſpreth to haue a 
good name. And therſo re ſarth ſaint 
Auguſtyn. that ther be two thpnges 
that be neceſſarpe and nedeful that 

is good conſtence and good ſoo —@ - 
And ſe hat truſteth pm ſo my f yt 

in his good couſienct that he drſpp - 


ſeth and ſettet$ at nougßt his good by, 


name 0: foos Fe do:H not well, 
Fox be that re Keth not to kepe ghia 
good name nys but a cruek choke. e.. 


Sprenow haue I ſhewved powe N ; 
how pe ſhold do in getyng of rpches 


and how pe ſholde dſe hom. 5 
And I ſce wel that fo: the truſt thae 

pe haue in pour iyches ye wolde me + 
ue warte and bataplle I comrepfke 
pow that pe begyn no warre in truf 
te of pour riches Foꝛ they ſuffyſe not 


warres to mapntene. 7 therfoꝛ fapth = : 
a phyloſophte that man that deſp ⸗ 


reth aſgate t wpl Faue warre. ſhal 


neu haue ſuffpſaticeFo: the rpher ß 
Fe is the gretier dyſpence muſte he 

of thyn hous ne ſhold not be hyd ne 
Kepte ſo cloos but that they mygje 


LY - <= 
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rate hey Faue worſhip end 

wyctoꝛpe. And ſalamon ſapth That 

ſtße grete ryches þ a mahath the more 
he hath And therfore al he 

n ſo that by ſoꝛtune 7 ryches pe may 
gaue many fol ſie. pet behoueth it not 
ne il is not good to begynne warre, 
where that pe may haue in other ma 
ner pees vnto pour worſhip 7 prouf 

ft . For the Yickorpes that ben of ba 
taylle in this world. bey not in grete 
homb:e and mulkptude of people ne 


mn vertu of man. Vnt it lyeiß in the 


wyl and in the hand of out loꝛd 1h1] 
god almygßty. And therfor Judas 
matßhabeꝰ whiche that was goddes 

Enyghte.wh4 he ſold fygſ t agamſ 
te hys aduerſatyes that had a gret / 
tet nombꝛe and gretter multptude 
of people and ſtrenger than was the 


by pepſe of Machabee. pet he tecomſoꝛ⸗ 


ted his ſytyl peaſe and ſayd rpght in 


this wyſe. Alſo ſyghtly ſapd he may 


our ſoꝛd god peue Ppcto: pr to a fewe 
fol8e as to many folke. Foꝛ the Bic 
toue of abataplcometh not by a gie 
te nonidꝛe of people but hit cometh 
ſꝛom our ford god of heuen. And 
dere ſyr fo: aa moche as there is noo 
man crrtayn that be be woꝛthy that 
god wyl'prue gym gyctoꝛye 02 not. 
Salamon ſaitñ Tgerfoꝛ cuery man 
ſhold gretely drede worrps to begyn 
nt and hy cauſe that in batayll falle 
mauy peryl{ps. And happetß other / 
whpſe p aſſo ſone is a — 
as a ſytyl man And as is wꝛyton in 
the ſecond 600K of Epnges. The de 


dea of bataplbeey. Leyturous and 


nothpng certayn. Foꝛ as lpghly is 
one hurte wpth a ſpete as a nothe; 
And foꝛethet is grete paryl in warte 
therfoꝛ ſhold a man eſche we and fle 
warte in as myliel as a man may 
gooolp. Fo: ſaſamon ſapth He that 
loupth patyl ſhal fal in paryl: After 
that dame pꝛudence had ſpoſten y | 
this mater Gellebce and 
ſaid I ſe wel dame prudence that bp 
fayt wo2des 7 bp pour teſous that 
pe haue ſhewed me , that warre lp / 
keth pow nothpng . but I haue not 
herde pet in this counceplle, how J 
ſhalle doo in this nede . Tcrtes ſapde 
ſhe I councepk pow that pe acto:de 
wpth pour aduerſaryes that pe aue 
pecs wpth them Fo: ſamt tame ſarth 
in his epyftles. That by accorde and 
pces the ſmaſe tyches waxe grete , 
And by debate and dyſco ide the gre; 
te richeſſe fallen doun aod fayfley . 
And ye knowe wel that one of the 
greteſt and moſt ſouerapy thyng þ 
is in this wo2ld is vnytt 7 pets. and 
therfoꝛ ſapth our ſo ide Ihut maſt to 
his appoſties in this wyſe wel hap - 
n 
purchacey pees, Foꝛ they be 
— god Aſapd mellebe nc w 
ſee Iwel y pe Cour not myn ſonoute 
ne woꝛſhip. ye ino wen that myn ad 
nerſat yes haue begonne this debate 
And ye ſce wel that they ne * 
ne pꝛaye me of pers ne they a ve n 
to be tecoũ d wold ye than that 
JI goo 7 clit me 7obepe me Vito 
gem n crpe hom merep Forſothe þ we 
te not mp woꝛſhyp. For rpght os 
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men ſapy ouergrete \ublenes engen 
drpth grete diſpꝛayſynge ſo ſhold ut 
E 
pte 02 melienes. Than began ptu 


and ſayd ſyr ſaue pour grace. Iſo / 
ue pour $onour t pour prouffight 
as I doo myn ore and cut haue 
doo neyther ye ne none other ſawe 
neuer the contrarpe. 7 pct pf I had 


ſapd that pe ſholde haue purchaced | 


pour pets and the recounakianon J 
nc had mybyſmyſcaped ne ſayd a 
mys. Fo: the wyſe may ſayty . The 
dyſſengon begynne th by a _nother 
man. And the ing hy him 
ſelſ begynnetF: And the propßete 
Yayth flec ſhte wdenes and doo goed 
Ucs ſelie pers 7 folowe it in as my 
Cyl as i the 16. pet ſay I not þ pe ſhal 
rather purſicwe to pour aduerſary- 
es for pes. thay therſ fhal to yo 
foꝛ I Enowe wel pnonght that y e 
be ſo harde of hertt that ye wyl doo 
no thpig for me. And ſalomon ſaith 
that Fe that Bath ouer Harde an her 
le he at leſte ſhal myſhappe and nꝛyſ 
tyde. whay Melicbe gad erde dame 
prudence mate ſemnbſaunte of wra- 
ie le ſayd in this wyſe. Dame J 
pio yt pol that pe be net diſpleſid of 
of eßynges that I ſape. oi ye Eno 


we wel that Jem angry 3 weoth t 


tat rs no wonder And they that ben 
wroth woke not wel what tfep doe n 
ne what they ſapy, u herſoꝛ the po + 
phete ſarth tat trobfed epey haut no 
(cre ſygtt. But ſap pe and counceyl 
me as yo good Heth. For J am re 


dence to malle ſemblaunte of wrath 


dy to dongftſo60pe Byldeſpre. 
And pf pe wil tepꝛtue me of mp ſollu 


J am to more Foldey to four pow 7 
to pꝛyſe pow. Foꝛ ſalamon ſapth. 
He that repꝛcuyth pm that doth fo / 
[pe he ſhal ſynde gretter grace thc13 


te I mat no ſemblaunt of wꝛatß . 


nt of angte but fo pour pꝛoufpt. 


Fo: ſaſamon ſapth .He1s more wa- 
the that repreneth 02 c<pdeth a fool 
fo: his folpe ſzewyug ſym ſamblari 
te of wroth than he that ſupporter 
hym and pꝛeyſeiß ßym in his myſdo 
yng and la wytß at his folpe. and 


þ by the-ſoroufpl vᷣyſagt of a man 
chat is to ſape bp the ſory 7 they ſcuy 
cdtenaunce of a man the fool cott 


tetg gym ſelf 3 amendetß Than ſaid 


meſſebe I ſFaſnct con enſwere row 
Vito ſo many fat reſds as vc Farce. 


put to ine and ſhewed. Dape ſho:tſp; y 

your wyl and pour counttyl and A, 
am redp :0 perfo:me and fulfylſe t 

Than dame prudence dpſcoueryd al - 


ber wyl veto Hp and ſayd J coun 


cep* pow aboue alſe thynge that xe 
ma ke pers betwene god and ow 
and be ye tecoumceyſſed vᷣnto m r 
to his grace. Fo: as I haue ſayd a 
fore. God Faue ſuffryd pow to aue 


A this tribulacion 2 deſeſe fo: poure 


ſpunes. And pf pe doo as I ſaye you 
God wyl ſende pour aduerfaryes 
Fnto yow and mace bom faſſe at 


vout fert. redp to do pour wil x you: 
co man demcutes. Fo: ſaſamon ſan = 


heeſar dyſſepurth dyn wth e 
wordes-,Thay ſapde dame pꝛuden 


th1s ſame ſalamon ſapt5 aftet wa d 5 E 


| poſ icton and 02dpnaunce, - 
an whay dame prudence 

t ſawetſe good wpl of her 

| Huſbond delpberyd 7 loge 
adupſe in ber ſelf.thpnpng ho w ſe 
myaßt bryng this nede to a good co⸗ 
cluſion 7 to a good ende. And whay 
ſhe ſa we het tpme ſhe ſent for thyſe 
aduerſaryes to come to her in to a 
* preupplace. Ano ſhewed wyſely vn 
to them the grete gor dnes that come 

of pets. and the grete harmes 7 paul 
les that ben in warie 7 ſald to 2 
ma goodlp manet. how that they 
oughtey to haue grete repentauce of 
the Innurye and wronge that eßey 
had doon vuto mellebe het loꝛd and 
Fer doughter. 
| Nd whay they ſerde the 

- wordes of dame pritdence 
7 85 fey were ſo enſpyted and 
tauyſſhed and had ſo grete Joye of 
ßeꝛ þ wõder was to telle d ſady ſaid 
they pe haue ſyewid vᷣnto Bs the bleſ 
ſyng of ſwetnes after the ſawe of da 


- 


. Re, upd the ꝓpßete foꝛ the recoticerkfing 


| —— 8 2 
haue preſented vnto vs. Now 
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whiche that we be not worthy to ha 
ue in no manett . but we aughtey to 
requyre it w.th grete conttiaon and 


kr ve wel chtthe ſeyenc and the - 
connyng of Dalamoy ts ſul erewe 


tes ſapd they we put al our dede and 
al our mater 7 cauſe.hooſy in poure 
good wyl. And beredp to obeye to 
the commatidement of my ſoꝛdet el 
che. And dere and benygne lady we 
pꝛaye you and beſerfe pou as meſte 
iy as we can that it [pc vnto pour 
grete goodnes to fulfylſen in dede 
your wordes goodly. For weconcy/ 
deren and Eno wleche that we haut 
0 and my ſoꝛd meſle 
at out of meſure ſo ferforth þ we be 
not of power to ma lie hym amedys 
And thefoꝛ we obſygen vs and byn 
de $6 and out frendes for to done al 
his wylſe and comatidementts. Out 
prrauenture he hath ſuche angre t 
ſuche wrath to $6 warde by cauſe 
of our offence . that he wol enopne 
8e ſuche payne that we map not be 
re it ne ſuſtrync if. And therfoze no 
ble ſady we beſeche pour noble pyte 
to tale ſuche auyſe ment in this nede 
tßat we ne out frendes be not diſhe - 
rptcd 7 diſtroped thourgß our folye. 
£ xtes ſaid dame pruoence 

ti isa harde thing þ 19h 
cryſous tat a man put 


ßym ſelf al vᷣtterſy in at bytracion 


— I Ys R @T- 


Ert ſuffre of the ſhrewes 
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is not good But pet hit folo wett 
not therof þ enery perſone to whom 


men doo pyſonxe to take of it denge 


an For 


(fe Imut pes. 7 ther ſoꝛ the two aucs 
touters that pe Fane ſayd toſoꝛt bee 
aſoneſy vnderſtode in the Juges for 
whay ye ſuffre ouet many wronges 
and hyſon yes to be be don wythou⸗ 
ten punyſſhing they ſemey not a ma 
fo doo only newe wronges but they 
commaũ den ſpy and bydden hp1m 
fo do ſynne. And the ſouerapns and 
the Juges in thepr contratyt ſo my 
and my do 
ro. that they ſhold by ſuche ſufftañ 
ce and bp proces of tyme wapey of 
ſuche power 7 mygßt that tñey ſhold 
pur out the Juges a the ſouctayns 
from thre places. And at the ſaſte to 
ma lie Gem to (eſe thier ſoꝛdſßips but 
ſcte va now put tat. that ye hauc ſc⸗ 
ue to Fenge. I ſay ye be not of my⸗ 
gt ne power as now to Fenge pow 

For pf pe wyl malie com patyſon 
dnto tße mpght of pour aducrſarp / 
v. ye ſhal ſynde in many thynges þ 
I gaue ſgewed pow 01 this. that het 
condpaoy is better than poures. 7 
'Ferfor ſap I tſjat it is good as now 
that ye ſurffre and be pacient. Fortfict 
moꝛe ye knowe wel that after tfe co 
may ſawe it is a wodenes to a man 


fo ſtryue wytß a more myaßty man 


amd of cuen ſtrethe. y is to ſap with | 


a man that 1s as ſtrong as hym ſeif 


Hit is grete peryl. And fo: to ſtryue 


wytha wapkicrthay ſym ili folpe — 


2 flee ſiry, 
uyng as myliyl as he mpght. $0: ſa 


famoy ſapth Hit s a grete worſhip = 
fo a man to liepe ſym fro nopſe r: 
ſtryf And yf ſo happe that a man of 


gretier mpght 7 ſtrenthe than thow 


arte doo the greuaunce* ſtudpe and MY 


beſpe the rather to ſtynte the 
ct. thq fo: to denge. Fo: ſen 


Ears 


That he putteth hym in grete prtyllk | | 


that ſtryueth wpth a gretter may 
thay he is hem ſelf. And caton ſapth | 
that pf a may of hyer eſtate 02 degie 
02 of maze mpght than thou art do 
the anoyt 02 greuaumee ſuffre hy]. 


Fox that ones hat greued the man 
another tpme relcue tfe and help the 


pet ſet I caas that pe haue a ſyauce 
for to Venge pow, pet ought ou to 


ta be hede to al thyſe thyngrs afore « — 
ſapd er that pe take Yengeance. Fo: 

I ſay that there be ful many (pn, - 1 
ges that ſFallerefirapne row of ven 
grancetaEyng and mate yow fo: 


to cncſyne to ſuffre and to Fane pact \ 
ence in ihe wonges h haue be doen. 
Fyrſt and forward and yf ye wylle 


- conſpdere the defautes that bern in 
your om perſone. For whiche de 


fautcs god hatß ſuffred yo w to ha⸗ 


ue af this tribuſacò as I haue ſaid | 


before to pow, Foꝛ the poete ſapth. 
That we ougßten panentſy to tale 


the tribulagona þ comey to da wh ex 


gg ſes ſym ſelf e (01 to ſtriue wi 


gr 
— — 


— 
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aducrſarpes 
cy. And whay dame puedence had 
herd thaſſent of her loꝛd mel{cve and 


of hys frendes. ſhe was wonderly 


ad in het herte and ſayd there is a 


nes that thou mapſt do this dap do 


it and abeyde not ne dela ye it not tpl 
to moꝛowe And theiſoꝛ I councepi þ 


ye ſende pour meſfagers ſuche as be 


dyſcrete and wyſe vnto yo wt aduct⸗ 
ſat yes. eſiyng hem on pour behalf 


that pf thep wpltrete of pees and of 
acco de. that they ſhape hem wyth- 
out delay oꝛ tarpeng to come vnto 


Vs whiche thyng performed was in 


tepentyng folke of het folpes that is 
to ſape the aduerſarpes of mcllebee . 
had herd what thpſe meſſugets ſapd 


2 vnto hem. they were right glad and 


Joful. and anſ werd ful nic cſy and 
graces and than- 


bcnpngfp peſdpng « 
Bes to het ſoꝛd mcſicbe 7 to al $16 cd 


pan yx. and ſhopen hem wytho ut de 


lap to go wpth the meſſagers and to 


obey the comuanidement of her lo:d 
Mellebe. Andnght anon they toe 


her wape to her ſoꝛd mellrber. And 


| A r1g5t anon the to die het wape to her 


| Gordescourte t tote wpth hem ſom 


nx of ſer true frendes to malie fepth 


noble ptouerbe that ja pth the good⸗ 


dede. And whay theſe treſpaſſours 3 / 


for hem t ſoꝛ to be her $020 wes . 


don grete Jounrpes to me to my Dif 


ptudence and to mp doughter alſo . 


Fo: pe haue entrpd in to mp hous 
by vpolence i Har:e doon ſ. iche ou! s | 
trage that al men bowe Wet that pe 
haue deſerupd deth. a therf02 wolde 
AI znowe of pou wheter pe wyl put 
te pow to punyſſhpng a the chaſting 
a the den gedce of his oulttagt in the 
wyl of me n of my wyf ot eps not. 
han the wyſeſt of hem the 
| anſwerdfor hem alle ar? 
ſayde. Hpr ſapde hc we 

ſno we wel that we be $nworthy to 
come to the courte of ſo grete a loꝛde 
and ſo worthy as pe be. Foꝛ we haut 
ſo gretcly myſta en vs and haut 
offended and gyſted in ſuche wyſe 6- 
gaynſt pour hpe ſoꝛdſßhip that tres 
ly we haue deſerupd the deth;but yet 
fo: the grete goodnes and debonoyt 
wytneſſeth of 


fenſis. 
bino wen that youre lyberal grace 1 
merey ſtrecſey ferther ty to goodnes 


than doon out ouſtrageous gpſtrs, 


and treſpaces in to wpeſ:cdnes Al be 
if that cui ſedſy and dc \np11ablp we 
baue a gylted 


oblygacions and bondes by her o 
thes vᷣpon het pledges 7 borowes. c 
aſſpgned hem a tertayn dap! to retox 
ne duto her coutte ſoꝛ to xecepue and 
accepte the Jugement that mellebet 
wold comaunde to be dooy en hem 
by the cauſes afo:eſapd. whicfe thin 
ges 0:depned cuer y may refored to 
his o Four, And whany dame 
prudence ſa we her tyme ſhe feyned x 
aved het ſoꝛd melſcbet. wi at venge⸗ 
ance fe thought to taſic his ad 
urrſaties to which anſwerd 
end ſayd crits J thynſit t purpoſe 
me fully to dyſteryte hein of alle þ 
duct hep que and put fem i eyple 
for cuermore. Lertes ſapd dame pꝛu 
dence. This weere a cruck ft 
moche agaynſt reſon For pe be riche 
mongh and haut non nede of other 
mennes g90des. And ye mygßt ſul 
[pghelp in tzis wyſe gete pow a fuſk 
couctous name. Whicfe is a Ppcrous 
ſruyng and ought to be eſcſiewed of 
cucty good may For after the wo? / 
tc of thapoſtſe Couctyſe is the rote 
of al ha2mes And tßetſoꝛ it were bet 
ter to pow to leſe ſo morſe good of 
youre o wen than ſor fo taſte of fer 
good in this manere Fot better it 16 


to ſeſe good wpth worſhip. thay it 16 


o wynnt good wytß Pylenye and 


anda gi. upd poure 


e reef Coat 


ſganie. And cuery man ought to do 


a good name, 7 pet ſFakf fe not hocſy 
beſye hym in litpyng of his good na 


mt. But ße ſhal alſce way enjorceny to 


do ſomme thyng by wyche he map 
reno ucſe oꝛ 3renoWwe ſjie good name 
Fo: it is wꝛyton that the olde goode 
ſoos ofa man oꝛ good ne me is ſonc 

on and paſſed whay it is not we - | 
Wed ne renouelpd. and as touchinge 
that pe ſapy. ye wol cyyſe pour ad - 
uerſarpes. (Fat tFinl:eth me mocke 
agayn reſony and out of meſuꝛc en 


ſyderyng ehe power that ti cy 6017 = 
yeue von d pon fem fff, And petit 
that he is wonßy to [rſe 


16 
Fre pꝛyuyſege j mpſuſeth tFe my get 
and {fe poker that is pete bpm And 
J ſet caas þ pe mpght emoyt mh 
payne bp right x hy ſawe whicke þ 
frowe ye may not do Iſay pe nyp- 
not put it to cytiucton Fo: para 


uenture* fan were it ſyler to teto nc 


fo the warte as it was before And 


ther ſoꝛe pf ye wyſ that men dob yow 


obepſatice pe muſt demenc pou moic 


mrtopſly. This is to ſap pe muſt vc. 


ue more eſp penance 7 Jugement. 
For1f is wꝛyten that Ge þ moſt cut 
teyſſycemaun fo fym men moſ 


te obyc. 7 tferſoꝛ I pꝛayc gow þ in 


this necrſſpte and in this ne de pe caft 
row for to cure me pour ßeric For | 
ſenck ſarth ge tf at ouercometh 66 
Herte.ouercometh tbpes, — 
And tufpus ſapts, Tferr is 
notß ynge ſoo comendabſe in a gre⸗ 
te ſorde as whay ße 16 debonapre 


his dyligence 7 veſpnes to gete ym 


Fym light 


andmelze. And apperſpth 


fp. And I ptape pow that ye wc 


now fo;bede to do vengeance in ſus 


ſapth:1 

manet that repeteth gm of his 
. 
mercy be in pour herte. To theffect 
to the entente that god almyghty ha 
uc mercy on pow in Fes ſaſic Suge - 
ment. Fort ſapnt James ſapthiy 
6 cpiſtſys Jugement wpthout me2 
— to gyn that hath uo 


a wpf of grete dyſcre⸗ 
Nr 
bis aduerſaryes ſhold 


preface, Se 

| goodſpand ſapd in this wyſc. Al 
be it ſo hat of youtt pꝛyde aud pre- 

ſumpcton and bye folpe of pour ne + 


. 1) Anconnynge ye haut 


myſbome pow and treſſpacyd vᷣnto 
me. pet for as myſiyi as I ſee youre 
grete fumplyte and that pe be [0p 
and repentaunte of poure gpitys it 
conſtrapneth me to doo pow grace 
and mer(p. —— 
crpue pow to mp grace and forpeue 
pow vtterly alle tit offences In un 
es and wzonges (hat pe Haue doo 
apenſt me to thts effecte and to this 
ende. (hat god of his endeles merey 
wyl at the day of mp deyyng ſoꝛyt 
ue me my gpltes.that I he uc treſps 
c«>d to hym in this woulde. fot 
— 2 
tauntt fo: our ſynnes a . 
————ůů foo fr 
and ſoo mercpable that he wyl fo: 
gpue $6 out gpſtes aud bꝛynet bs 
to the blyſſe that neucr ſhalle haut 
ende Amen. 


ind cry id 
Ind hrt he 
nd if iat any n yt 


Alas ſte ſapett] 
To wedde a myche 
That wol be ou ir ledde d 


at) - 
fool ts 
Ido ele ſtone ied 
2 m | 
Gon T2 es itG buf i * 


— 
— 


ww 


27 one loꝛde brehe nat ouꝛ game 
But by m erontle Jdnode nat — 
wgethe 2 arr, 
Oꝛ day Thomas day 
Dre tar douſeBepe bp 
owe to god thou Fa 
Iioagenppſtr there coupooſt 
Tou art nat — penaunt oꝛ a gooſt 
— ay Sree _— —— 


— fodue —— —— 
Tou art a ma —— 


No poure cko — — 2 
But a gouernouie Wpkp and 
And ther with of brane aud 
A wete farpn(t perſone fo the nones 
pray to god peue {im con fuſioun 
That firſt ch. rout into refigiony 
Thou woldeſt Faue be a tredſoule a 
Haddyſt thou as rete lene as chende mpg 
To parfouꝛ me affe ti luſt in engendrure 
Tou haddeſt many a creature 
| Affas wi weriſt thou ſo wyde a cope 


od tzyue me ſoꝛolde and J were pope 


Pressegger eee eee 


Of venus papmentes 
God wote no 

Hut be nat wrotihe mp koꝛde 
ful ofte in game a ſoti haue q lie 


This woꝛtiiy monke toke alle in pacience 
ind wol do mp diligence 
1 
pou a tale 02 tio os thre 


and if poufyſt to hethyn ledyrwaꝛde 


Ind iy metre many a ſon 

7 to 
beers pouly 

6p oꝛdre tet nat theſe tiynſjes 


== 
Though 
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Beit Emperoues or hyntre 
anda ere ap rd boa 
m bebynde 


nd 
—— 


Kane me excuſed of mpyiſnozaunce | 


Here endit{ the monhrs profottue 
and begynnetifis Take 


wol be wayte iy mane: of traßedy 
The ſarme of them that ſtonde in hig detzre 
und fytle ſo that there nas no reme 
To bryng them oute of theire 
For certapy wan that foꝛtunt lyſt toffe 
C Ther map no man of fie the cours Witholde 
+ + LFatenomaytruſte on blpnde proſperite 


this enſample pont and olde 
| "BD t R out an rung were 


The monhes Take 


and nat a may at him g wol betynne 
w nat anngel dere 


2 tes alle 


Ofc 
— 5 mapſt nat twyn 


— mpſe cpa thou arte falke 
o Adam of da ma ſce ne 


r broutfft was 
cn ſperme Bnckene 


eſa one tre 


with goddes . 


and nat begoten 
And wekte alle para 


La obitt5 degre 
. as Adam. tyt rnaunce 
dae drpuey nt lun proſperite 
ce. la boure and to ſette and to my ſchaunce 


eo Sampſon wſictie that was annunciat 

By che auntieffong ar his natiuyte 

and was to god afkmpftep — 

And ſtode in nobles Wölke fie mpitft ſe 

bas neuit ſuche a nothe as was he 

To ſpehe of ſtrentfit and therto hardynes 

But to his wyues told be bis ſecre 

Throutth 1 3 ſtoutth him for wrechydneſſe | 
Sampſoh this noble and mytiljty cha mpio⸗y 

withoute wepyn ſane his handes tiwey 

Fe ſtout and alle to rent thekpouy 

Toward his weddyng wallyng by the wey 

Nis fals wyf coude him ſo plea ſe and pray 

Ty ſſje his conntint ane we and ſhe Bntrue 

Vnto his foos fiscounſepl gan bevrap 

and him fo:ſoke and tohe an othez ne we 

an hundred foves toe Sa —4＋ 1 ſoꝛ fre 

und alle theire taytes he to gyddeꝛ bonde 

Cm 
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— ae the foxes 9 by ** vi 
* ; 
— 1 —.— Alke a — 
And theire an re Wynes ehe 

a thouſand — che he ſlough with is honde 
und hadde no weppy but ay aſſes cheke 
whay thep were ſkapy ſo >thriſted im that be 
Was welke ng loꝛn foz Whiche he gan to prep 
That god wolde of his peyne haue ſom pyte 
And ſende him drynke ot elles maſt hie 
And of this aſſescheke that was ſo drye 
Oute of a wang tothe ſpraug anon a welle 
Of wo iche he dranke pnouſh ſhoꝛtty to ſay 
Cb us hjalpe him god as qudicum can tet᷑ 

Dp derꝛy force at gaſa cy a nygit 
Cate ee 

g 

and on his backe p caried them hath fe 


Hitth on ay hylle where as men mygit them ſe 
O nobke — ſampſon keef I 
Hadde thou nat tolde to women thy ſecre 
In alle this woꝛlde ne hadde be thp pere 
9 the: OO ue ne pos 
— — dure none ne ſhere 

p precept of the meſſangeꝛe deuyne 
Dy pr beer dio ierts er 
And futly twenty pere bp pere 
Of iſraet᷑ he Fadde the gouernannce 
But aftez ſone wept he many a tere 
Fox Wymer Grech ey to 2 pſchanme 

Vnto his kemmay dalida fe tofde 
3b ah ooo h ſe fode® 
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and in Fez harme bpoya dap 
ee to clyppe 02 ſtere his le xe alvep 

and ma de his fomey alle his craft aſpyey — 
and whan that thep im fonde in ſycte arzay = 
Thep bonde dim faſte and put oute ſis eyeg 

But oz tits were ckypped os ſane 

There nas no donde tiat mpgtit Fim bynde 
But nob is le put in pryſoꝶ in a caue 

where as tſiey made him at the querne grynde 


© wil om iuge and iy riches 
ge wied d pen 


with faltyng of the grete of ſtone 
Df $ampſoy Wok I nomoze ſapy 
Be Ware of this enſampke ofde and pfapy 


- 


That no may teffe theire counſepk to their myues 


Of ſuche tijyng as they wolde haue ſecre fapy - „ | 


of that it touche theiz kymmes 02 theiz (pues 
© Fljercules the ſonerayne conquerouze 


Foꝛ in his t he bare the flour 
erde k ſpune helle, 25 
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© nobte Sampſoy ſtxongfeſt of mankpnde—o 


Syngyn fis werkes laude and ſis renowy = Sy 
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. Tre te as mitt cle Senpyy ſtaked 


Affas that ſhert allas and wefaWwa 


Bpyone thath 


p eee 


e eee 
ſfoutth riy ſerpent 
Df achilfestwo — fe that one 
ah pay ryan np oe 
He ſtew the gyaunt antheus the ſtrong 
4 ely boze and that anoon 
And bare his hede vyon his necke long 

was neuir Wittht ſithey the woꝛlde began 
That ſkoutth ſo many monſtres as dyd 
Through the wyde woꝛld his name ray 
what foꝛ his ſtrengijt and his bounte 
And euery reafme Went he foz to ſee 
Ne was ſo ſtrong that 3 
And bothe woꝛldes endps ſapth Crople 
1 2 ſet 

Afemmay hadde this noble 
Thatbight dyanyra as freſſtle as map 
And as cłerhes make me 

and gay 


She lja ti 6im ſent a ſhert f 


Enuen was ſubtelly 
2 — Kian 
t made his fleſſde ak —— 


But neuirthefeſſe cke hes het excu 


t neſſus that it — 


wol nat ges accuſey 
the ſhert he =. naked 


3 
But o⸗ 
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und wan fe ſa we none other remedp 
jy foot cotes he ith lim ſelf rabed 
ſoz with no denym beyned ge to dye 
Thus ſtarf this Moti mygity ierculro 
£0 who map truſte in foꝛtune any th role 
Foꝛ that fofocith at this worde of prees 
Oꝛ fe be Ware is oft fowe 
Fut wyſe is he that tim ſelfcay knowe 
Beware foz dap <a fortune Zpft togtoſe 
Thay wapteth ſhe ez may douy to throwe 
—ůͤ — 
he mygity trone the precious tre ſoiire 
Tie gtozious ſeptre and the rpal mageſty 
een eee Qadugodonoſe 
with tongue ůnneth map diſcribed 
He twpes Bayleruſalen that cyte 
The Beſſel of the tevmple be With dim taten i 
at Babilon was is ſouerapy ſee I 
—— or hg 
The fa rey of the btode rpaf 
Df ieruſakemledyddo 


do gelde anooy 
and made eche of them to be his thraffe 
Umony alle othez danyct was one 
That — wyſeſt dinde of tuerichone 
ſor fe the dremps of the hpngevpouned 
Ther as in cafdep cferkes Were ther none 
That Wpſt to — ſyne his dreme ſowned 
This proude hyng leet make a ſtatu of gold 
Si ty cubites long and ſeupy in hrede 
To whiche ymage Bothe yontz and ode 
Comaunded he totoute and haue in drede 
D: in a furneps fulſe of flames rede 
ge ſholde be dede that wolde nat obey 
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—— ry 
Tuis kyng of kpnites 3 efate 
He Wende god that 
Ve mptit nat bereue o 
But jodenkp tie loſt 
undipbe a beſt im ff e 
and ete llay as an ox and 
3 
Cxt a ce 
And Le etfiers were fs herit 
And arts —. 9 
on — — certapy * 
And paue hi many a tere 
Ne inde tuiꝛ N 
was be to do amps 02 more treſ 
Fe nee dat 90d Dao eck f moyiicagd 
He hne we that race 
h - Js ſone Wyiche that be 

Chat liełd the regue aftez his — day 
He by dis fade coude nat be ware 
5702 proude te was of fert and of arzap 
And ehe an pdoſaſtez was he ap 


His hig eſtate aſſured him iy prod bw 
re 


But foztune caſt him donn and 

And ſodenky his regne 8 

A feſte he made vᷣnto ſiis loꝛdes alle 

Vpoy a tyme he made them byte be 
and than his officers gan fe 

ng foztlh the deſſelles quod be 

at mp fade in his proſperite 


82 
Oute of the temple of jeruſaleyy en 


„ e Ac wg tcomawwm©Mmg tz 


fe _ ac uS@4©4 .c.o + Ks £@wb 


Dffionoure tat our etders with bs kaft 
His wyf bis toꝛdes and his 


dronhey Waile theire appetpte 0 
, 
ſoz fere of dohiche tie quohe and . 

made ſo ſoze agaſt 
phares, and nomoze 


This found that batttjaſaz made 
wrote ma ne. techer. pla ri | | 
Jy af that onde magicien Was there nere 
Thiscoude expolbne wtjat this tettre ment . 
Put danyet᷑ expouned it anooy 5 . 
and ſayd kyng. god to tiy fadre ſent. 
Gloꝛy and tonoure refine tre ſouꝛ and rent 
and he was proude and nothyng god he drad 5 
And therfoze grete Wrathe god pon him ſent rt 
and lim be ra ft the reigne tyat te adde 
Ne Was oute caſt of mannes compan — 
iti aſſes was his un 5 
Andete hey as a Beſt in weet anddry + | 
Tyt tat he hne we hy grace and by reaſ gn 
Chat god of heupy ſatij dompnacioy n 
Duizeuerp re igne and euerp crature 5 3 
and than ha dde god of him compa ſſioy 
And him reſtoꝛed his reigne and his figure 
Ehe thou that art ſjis ſone art proude alſo 
and kno beſt alle theſe thynges pryuelp 
Und art rebef to god and his foo „„ 
Thou dranke eke of his Leſſelkes boldely ©  _ / 
Thy wpfebe and thy wenches ſpnfulkp RE f 
Dranhe of the ſame deſſelles ſondry wynes ET \ 
And heꝛied fal ſe goddes curſydly 3 
Therfoze to the ſhapen g rete pyne is 
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Tliofonde vas ent fogodſato he wal 


Wrote mane techel | 
Ti reigzne is done thou ey 
Deuxyded is thy reine and 


To medes and to quod fe 
was ſta w 
dran was ts 


And that ſame nyt/f 


p 

Foz whay that foztune wol amay foꝛ ſahe 
He berith a wey his regne and his richeſſe 
andene lis frendes hotihe moꝛe and les 
And What may hath fzendes through foꝛtune 
 Ppſtſappe wol make {imenem 
This prouerbe is fulle ſotil and 
c  FEnobiaof Daly merie que ne 
Bs Writett peꝛcpens of her nohlenes 
So wozthp was in armes and ſo hene 
That no Wittht paſt bez in hardyneſſe 
Ne in lynage ne in none othez — 

Df hynges blode of Perce is ſte diſcended 
r that fie (ade nat moſte faprnefſe | 
But of fez ſbappe ſhe mygijt nat be amended 


(1 eſſe 
comune 


From her childehode j fynde that ſte red 


Office of woman and to wode ſhe went 
And many a wylde hertes bfode ſhe ſhedde 
with arowes brode that ſhe to them ſent 
She was ſo ſwyft that ſhe anoon them hent 
And wan that ſhe was efde2 ſtie wolde hylle 
£pounesCpbertes and herys alle to rent 
And in ſieꝛ armes welde them at ez wylle 


Sbe durſt wylde beſtes dennys ſelie 
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eggs, mMoggoap=s perasr we 


© hh a = rm a 


Ren. 

ind ſtepe vndre a buſſte 

zar e ſo wigſt 
mpg nochpngtinliez armes ſtonde 


Lo no may depned ſhe tobe bonde 


But at thefaſt her frendes lat ger maried 


nedacke a prpnce of that countre 
12 it ſo ee ſil taryed 

pe ſdalłe vn de how that fie 
. as hadde ſhe 


Chep tpued in tope and in fckicite | 
ſoz eche of them dad othez leef and dere 
Saue one thyng that 
I no wey tat te ſtolde By lier (pe 
but onps foꝛ it was — 
— a chyide tlie woꝛlde to 
- atſo ſone as ſte mptift a ſpye 
t 
Thay wolde ſte ſuffre him tadoGoſanteſy . 
Eft ſones and nat but onps oute of drede 
and if ſe were With clplde at that caft 
_ he play that ga me 
Tyt fulkp fouꝛty daies were p paſt - 


— wolde ſhe onys ſuffi te fame 
Ne were this onedache Wylde 02 


fe gat no moxeof ror tne ode 
| was to Wpues ape ford 


h other caas i 
Two e nedache TM ſbe 
The Wh iche ſhe kept in dertue andtettrure 
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Ce veprder' maydentede f fromeuery win 


put neuirtiieteſſe whay they were bnpete by fere | 


Wolde neui aſſent | 


ſte was nat with childe Mig tat deds 


— 
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— 
And ſhortky of this 

So dougij ey e 
That they conquered many trat mes 
ho the oꝛient With many a fayre cyte 
appertenauntSnto the 


j Rome. and ET 


pooping oy pen 
eee 


rene deen 19 
wdp,ſtecon therto 
and afte offiez mp chrif and of der wo 
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Let jim to my ma e 
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The reafmesfſefde and Witt her owne honde 
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The monkes Tale 


1 5 
Le durſt neuir be ſocozaſteous 
Ve nooyermpy ne none 
Birdy the {fv ae durſt oth be fight 
bi t th 
Left that ſhe wolde them witl ber handes ſtapy 
D 2 with her meney put them to fligit 
Jy hynges lla bite went bez ſones two 
ds hei res of hes reatmaes alle 
and ermanno and titamaffo 
' Theire names were as perciens them caffe 
ut ap foztune hath in ges Fony gate 
This mp{gthty quene map no While endure 
Foꝛtune oute of reittne made lieꝛ to falle 
To wiꝛechydneſſe and to mpſauentuze 
Jurifiay Whay tfjat the gouernauuce 
Df Rome cam in his hondes twey „ . 
te ſlope Ppoy this quene to do Bengeaunce 
Und Witt his legxons he toke ſis wey . 
Toward Cenobie and ſtoztly foz to ſap 5 
Ne made ger fte and at the kaſt her ent 
and fetrpd hier rr nope es 
Und Way the fonde and home to Rome fe went 
mont otheꝛ tiynges that he wa 1 
Nez chare that of golde was and pere 
This grete Romapy this nurifpay = | 
Natfi with him fad that foꝛ men ſholde ſe 
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S0 ab clat wele hr nett 
and ter with al it Was ft 


Now — to; mp#fe ſtepe enix 
ſoule crepe 


ſapd fare wele fade: Juſt 
and byſſed his fadeꝛ and! 
and whay the wofür fades dede lim fap 
Foz wo his armes fie gan to byte 
and ſayd affas fortune and wela wer 
Ti fats whete my woo alle ma 
This otfez childe wende tat foꝛ ha 
Tat be his armes hne we and nat foz wo 
und ſayd fade i do nat ſo altas 
Bnt ratheꝛ ete the bs two 


Undete pnoutff ringt thus the childe ow 
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ugre it vas 


Dure feſſe lou pane iotat:eourefieſſFe Bo fro 
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Te monkes Tale 


Es . 
I FE 


STE Za 
Fro tpedaun nee foꝛ he can it deuyſe 
o poynte to popnte nat 
f <houtth that Nero were as Vicious | 
een fend lapel ful ado 


pet he as tetlitſ le 


Ac this woꝛlde lia 
Bothe eſt and weſt an Aae 
browded 


Gies ſaphires and of perkes White 
te bio — and douy 
ſoz fe iy gemmps {tretly (jay 
More delicate moze potnpeous of arzap 

Moe p e 
That dhe doc that he hadde one day 
+ mn hors be nofde it neuiz ſe 

Side threde gadde he plente 
Tf eoplep 


Fey ter way hint 

ſes were as la e in his 
fe forenne go dis frende Wolde obep 
he Rome brent foꝛ his delycacy 
— or apron — he. OY 

at 

And ſtout bis brochen and Hy lis ſuſtre tar 
Nis modre made he in a 8 
Foz fie Fez Wombe leet 
—— —⅛ 


nat one woꝛde wet he fayt 
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The monhes Take 


That be ſo kyteł of iis modre tolde 
Noteris oute of {is een foꝛ that ſight 
e cam. But ſayd a fapre woman was ſte 
Grete wondre is that he coude oꝛ myglit 
be dome ſman of hez dede Beaute 
The wyne to bryng lim comaunded le 
and dranke anooy none othez woe made 
Day mygit is ioyned öntoctuekte 
afcas to de pe Wol the vdenym wade 
n poutle a mayſteꝛ {ad this emperouze 
To teche him lettrure and curte ſy 
fot of moꝛalite he was tle floute 
as in his tyme but if his Bones lye 
Ind Whites his mapſtez hadde of him ma 
He made ſim ſo connyng and ſo ſouple 
bat long tyme it was ot tprannpe 
Oꝛanꝝ vpce durſt in him vᷣncoupte 
Seneca tis mapſtez was of Witche Jdeupſe 


Dicauſe Nero hadde of him ſuche Ttede 
fot he foꝛ his dyces Wolde him chaſt ice 
Di ſcretty as hy worde and nat by dede 
Sir he Wolde ſap ay emperon2 moot nede 
De bertuous and hate tytanny 
For Whiche he made him a bathe to blede 
On bothes his armes tyl lie muſt dye 
This nero hjadde ehe of accuſtumaunce 
y pouthe ayenſt his mapſtez to ryſe 
Whiche a fteꝛ ward him te 
Bicauſe he oft Wolde him cha ſt ice 
Therfoze he made him dye in this wyſe 
Tocheſe in a Batfhe to dye in this ma ne re 
Rathe : tha 


and thus (tf Nero ſtapy bis mayſte: 15 
5 


pſtre 


a gtete greuaunce - T6 


o toaue another turmentyſe | 
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Ti monkes Tate 


nd fette ſo bat fortuneſyſtnotenyez 
to che ry ſſthe 
25 . 


people 
. G 
= — —— 
e 
and ap tie moe 

The faſtp2 ſtiptte ebep the dotes ak 
Tio wpſt Werde ladde iy ſelf begytid 
and — his wep — — 
The people cryde and dy and douy 
Te vidio rote beer da cher ig 
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Fox ſocoure but it 
oa drede of tis in Legit dla de depd 
And ray into a gatdeyn him tolyde 

andy fl pardep fond cle they 
_ a fpre grete and rede 
dae 2. 28 
his hede 
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The monhes Tale 


w a9 neuizcapdepybndre a hyng 
Tllat regnes mo put in ſubiectioun 
de ſtrengeꝛ was in feld of al thyng 
de in dis tyme ne gretes of renony 
Ne moꝛe pompeous in ſigi preſumpciounn 
an rne Whiche foztune ay hyſt 
So licoꝛouſe ladde him vp and douy 
Ty that he dede was 02 tlat be wyſt 
Nat onfp that this worde lladde of lim awe 
for teſyng of richeſſe andfpberty  — 
But he made euery may renye ſis la we 
Nabugodonoſoꝛ was loꝛd ſapd be 
None othez koꝛd ſhal honoured be 
dyenſt dis heſte ther daz no Wight treſpas 
Saue iy bethulia a ſtronttepte 
where Eliachim was preeſt of that place 
But tahe hepe of the deth of olopherne 
Impd his hooſt te dronke lay al nyglit 
bithiy - — as is a — 5 , | 
Ind pet foꝛ alie bis pompe an t 
hadith a Womay as te lay bp ritttt * 
3. 779 — tene 
prpucty ale from euer t 
Ind with his hede Snto heꝛ toun ſhe went 
Hat nediti it of hyng Antiocus 
To tetle ijis ſigij and ryalle mageſty 
his high pryde his werke de ne mous 
Foz ſuche a notheꝛ may nas neuir as he 
Reditij what that fe was in machabe 
Ind redith the proude werkes that he ſayd 
und whp he fyk from his proſperite 
ind in an hylte how wrecihdey be deyd 
foꝛtune ſim hadde enbaunced ſo in prede 
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The monkes Tale 


he wende lie myſhit attayne 


— To 


Tiat 
Vnto the 


Whicte ie wes Were Ben d mpſfitelkp 
Vnto the ie wes ſuche ay hate ad 
Chat hetjadgratthed ſis cha re fulfe haſtely 
And r ſp 
VDuto ieruſalłem he wolde eftſone 
To Wrehe his pre on it fuk cruckkp 
But of his purpos Was he fet fulle ſone 

God fox his ma nate him ſoze ſmote 

With inuyſible wounde ay incurable 
That in his guttes carf ſo and bote 
That lis pepnes Were impoztable 
Undcertapnly the wreche was re ſonabke 
foꝛ many a mannps guttes dyd he peyne 
But from his purpos curſedand da mpnable 

Fo alle his ſmert he nolde lim reſtrepne 
But badde anooy pareptey ſ is Foot 

Und ſodenfp oz he thay was ware 
Goddaunted alle his pryde and alke lis booſt 
For te ſo ſoꝛe fyt᷑ oute of his chare 
That alle ſjis ty mmes and ſiis fleſſhe to tare 


So that he ne mptthe go ne 
4 -- 
ſpde 


But in a chare men 
Af foꝛ Broſed Bothe Bake and | 
- The reche of god him ſmote ſocruelly 
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The monkes Tafe 


nd therwithal nhe 
— — & elimbepe, 


' whethe2 that Fe Woke oꝛ ełłes ſkept 
Ne mygit nat of him the ſtynke endure 
and in this nb > fe wapted andfe wept 
and k ne we godfozd of enerp creature 
PETS 
t 
No may — pg bim ee W 
ee ee U dae 
d a moun 
n au ane Gio fompat ade 
t many a may ea 
ache que doy as toprpte 
* 


t he ſtoꝛp of Aliſa 
That euery t hatt · di ſcrecioun 
ati herd ſomWwlat os aſłe of ſis foꝛtune 
This wyde woꝛlde as in toncku ſioun 
Ke wan bp ſtrengit and by lis renoun 
They were glade foꝛ peas vnto im ſende 
Leer of man and hoſt tie leyd adoun 
ohe cam bnto the woꝛldes ende 
— mytzüt pet neuiꝛ be mabed 
Bit wi xte him and ay — 


He was of hnxtuthode an 
dane 
and wemen nothyng m 
2 — * fm a. 
See eren beg tolde 
en een e | 


Df prynces ertes and kynges bolde Ws 
Dim 
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for alle this wozkde fox drede of im quabed © 
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The monhes Cale 


| r —ů Bs 
dp as [ez as a man 0a 

Lek Woulde Was dis Wüst {5 moze deuyſe 
Jen ttiougth q wrote and tolde pou eutrmo 


O wozthp gentyt aaſaunde: allas 
hat euiz ſdulłd the falle ſuche a caas 
Enpoyſoned of ttip folke thou were 
Ty jpce fortune hatt] turned into an aas 
Ano pet ſoꝛ tije ne wept ſhe neuir a tere 
Wyo ſhaf peue mei te ris to 
The detu of gentples and of ſrauncliſe 
That alte tue woꝛlde Welded in his 
And pet him thougiit it mygut nat ſuffi 
Jo fut was q is coꝛage of dini empryſe 
Actas who ſhaf me heſpe toendite 
Fats fortune and popſoy to diſpyſe 
Cle — ths wog _ 
ſdome manlode an faBoure 
— humble be dde to ryalle mageſty 
Vp rooshe gutius the conquerouze 
Tat alle the occident by konde and ſee 
By ſtrengtit of fond oꝛ elles by tretpe 
and into Rome made tijem tributarp 
And ſithen of Rome emperouz was he 
Type tlat foꝛtune wext his aduerſary 
SSIS 
penſt pompepus fader we 
Tbat of the oꝛient hadde 
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* * 
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\  Tsfezaotliattdedaybegynnet{todawe 
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nne foꝛtune that ſo wele the ſpedde 
1 pe ug btb Bert 
This pompeius ttiis noble gouernoute 
f Rome Whictie that fle dde at this batapte 

z ſap one of tis men a falſe traptouze 

His tiede of ſmote to Wynne (uy fauoure 
Of Jutius. and to tity thedez brought 


the oꝛient conquerouz 


Co Rome agapy repapritij qutius 
witt dis tryumptte laurtat ful ie 
But on a tyme brutuscaſſius 
Cllateuiz adde of lis igy eſtate enupe 
Fulle prpuelp lad made conſpiracp 
apenſt tyis gulius in ſubteł Wpſe 
2 
i ns as pou deupſe 
This Jufius vᷣnto tue capitolp went 
pon a dap as fie was wont to goon 
Aud in the capitoły anon lim bent 
This fafſe brutus and ſ is ottiez foon 
Ind ſtpched lim with boydetynnes anooy 
With many a wound and tlus thep feet him lpe 


Oꝛ elles at two but if his ſtoꝛy lye 
Fo manly was this Jul ius of gerte 
and ſo wele kouyd eſtatly honeſty 


His mantel oui: bis hippes ca ſt he 
{oz no may ſlholde ſe his preuyte 


— 


They 7 deer elde. ve mn 
Tirougt thou putteſt at the oꝛient i ae 


Ats pompep of 32 
Coat foztune vᷣnto ſuciie a fpne the Brougiilt 


But neui gruntyd he at no ſtrohe but one 


That though dis dedey woundes ſo ſoze ſmert 
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ne lietax in dipnſt on a traunce- 
And wyſt de ricy tha . 
Of doneſty pet bade he remembraunce 
| - Fucayto the this ſtoꝛ i tecomende 
And to ſÞetoy and to al ſo 
Chat of this ſtoꝛy write wozde and ende 
How that theſe conquerouzes t wo 
ſroztune was firſt a frende and ſithen a fo 
Nomay truſte vᷣpon ſeꝛ fauoure fonge 
But tjaue hez iy a wapte fot cuirmoo 
* 95 al the er 
0 o woꝛtijy petro a 
wtjon foxtune fete ſo r | 
wele ouglit men thy pytous de ti compkepne 
Pute of thy (onde thy brotheꝛ made the fle 
And aftez at a ſiege by ſubtekty 
Clou were betraped andfadde bp to his tent 
wie re as he With dis oWne honde ſkoutth the 
Succedyng in thy regne and in thy rent 
Che felde of nowe With the egte of blacke therin 
Caugijt With the ly me rode coloured as a glede 
he bre we this curſydnes and al this ſynne 
The wycked neſt was Werke: of this nede 
Nat charles ofpueze that tobe ay hede 


Of troutſee and hononꝛe. But of armozphe 


Genelon olyne re coꝛrupt fox me de 
Brought this woꝛtijy hyng in ſuche a bryke 
O woꝛthy petro hyng of typre akſo 

That ali ſaundre way Gy High ma | 
Fut manp ay hethen wrougiteſt thou fuk wo 

Of whiche thyn owne liettes tadde enupe 

And foꝛ no thyng But foꝛ thy cenakry 

Thep in thp be dde haue ſtapy the by the moz0we 
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The Ponkhes take © 


Thus can foztune welke gouerne and ttpe | ! 
and oute of ioye bryng men to ſozobe 
t he riche cre ſus Wijilom hyng ofkyde 


and to brenne men to the fyre lim ladde 


That queynte the fyre and made him to ſcape 

But to he Waꝛe pet no grace tie lade 

Tyt᷑ foꝛtune on the galoſwes made tr gape 
ian be eſcaped was he coude nat ſtynt 

ſorto begynne a nee arꝛap affapy 

He wende wele foz that foꝛtune bim ſent 


That of his foos he mygit nat be ſtapy 
and ehe a ſweuyn Spoy a nptfit he mette 
Df whiche be was ſo proude and ſo fapy 
Chat iy pᷣengeaunce he alle his he rte ſet 
Ypo9 a tre fe was as him tiougi te 


ind phebus ehe a fapre towel him brought 


To dry him with and ther with we xt his pryde 5 


Ind tohis dough teꝛ that ſtode him be ſpde 


He badde hex telle what it ſignpfied 

Ind ſhe his dremps riglit thus expowned 
The tre quod ſſje the galowes is to me ne 

Ind iupiteꝛ betoheneth ſnowe and rayne 

Ind phebus with his to wel ſo cle ne 

Betok nett the ſonne bemys ſoth to ſayy 

Thou ſhalt an hanged be fadezcertapy 

Rayn ſhat the waſſhe and ſonne ſbal the drye 


Nis doutthte2 that caffed Wgoplanpe 


ak... 


— 


Df Whiche creſus cyrus ſoze him dradde 3 
pet was hie caught ampd alle his prrfde 


Hut ſuche a rayn douy fro the firma ment ſhadde ; 


Suche happe that he eſcaped through the rayne 1 


There Jupitez dim weſſde bortie bache and rde 


Whiche that he hne lor in bigth ſentence habouned 


Thus ſhe warnyd him ful peat and ful playn N 
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The Ponkes tale 


FE dn lantiyd was creſus the proude kyng 
ag His rpalle trone mpttlit him nat auayle 
Tragedy is nooy othez manez thyng 
Ne can in ſyngyng criyng ne bewapke 
But foꝛ that foꝛtune alda yk aſſaple 
With vn ware ſtrobe the regnes that be proude 
ffoꝛ ian men truſt in ez thay wol ſte fapte 
Andcouir hez brittht face vᷣndre a ckoude 


Here endith the tale of the monke 
And Segpnneth the prologne 
Df the Nonnes preeſt 


O quod the kny{fit gode ſir no moꝛe of this 
| That pe haue ſapdas rigut ynoutth pps 
And menyl moꝛe foꝛ lytel heuynes 
s rigiit pnoutth to mehył᷑ fofhe ij geſſe 
J ſap foz me it is a grete diſea ſe 
Where as men haue be iy Wefthe and caſe 
T Tobereof theiꝛ ſoden falle allas 
And tie contrazpe is iope and ſolas 
- as whan a man bath be in poure eſtate 
And ckymöbeth Vp and wepeth foztunate 
And there abide th in proſperite 
Suche thyng is gladfom as thynheth me 
And of ſuche thyng weze gode fox to telle 
pe quod oure hooſt by ſeint poules belle 
pe ſap right ſoth this monke cfappith foude 
He ſpahe how foꝛtune conered With a cloude 
J wot neuiꝛ What, and als of a tragedy 
5 Right now ye ſerd and parde no remedy 
It is ſoꝛ to bewaple ne compleyne 
CT That. that is doon. and eke it is a pepne 
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The Bonhes tale 


as ye ſiaue ſeyd to here of heuynes 5 
Hiz monke no moꝛe of this ſo god pou bleſſe 
poure tale anopett alle this comoa ny 

Suche tachyng is nat woztlh a butterftpe 

foꝛ theriy is no diſpoꝛte ne game 
dier foꝛe ſir monke oꝛ day piers by youꝛ name 
Jprap pou fla rtet᷑y tetle Bs ſomWhat efkes 
ſoz ſikerlp nercpnhpng of pour befkes 
That on pouz h̊rydel hange on euerp ſyde 

Þy feupy kpng tlat foꝛ vs alle dee 
ſcolde 02 this aue fallen doun fox ſlepe 
Ale ehough che ſrougi adde neuiz be ſo dete 
Way ladde pouz tate alle be tolde in deyn 
fo certaynſ as tliat tſeſe clerks ſapy 

bhere as a may map haue none audience 

Nat liel pitij it to telle his ſentence 5 
and were g wote tte ſubſtaunce is in mme 
Many tiyng ſtale wele reported &e - |  * 

Sir ſap ſomWhat of huntyng Jyov prap 
Nip quod this monke jj daue notpſt to pleyp 
Vobd let a nothez telle as q laue tolde 
Can ſpake oure ſiooſt Witt rude ſpeche and Bolde 
and ſapd tothe nonnes preeſt anon ö 
Come nere thou preeſt come tipdez cou ſir Joby 
Tel ds ſuche thpng as map oure fertes (ifade 
—— opalate 
Dat though tijy loꝛ ſe andfene 

of be wol ſerue the reche the nat a bene 

koke that thp liert be merp euirmo 

res ſir quod te pes hooſt ſomoot q go 

But g be merp p ys wol be blamed 

Ind right a noon his tale fe ſatſlattamyd 
und thus fe ſapd onto bs tue richone 
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The talrof the nonnes preeſt 
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Zithey that dap that 
Pn pacience ledde a fut ſympke 
Foz fptef was he: catet᷑ and ſe: rent. 
ByGuſbondry of ſuche as god her ſent 
She fonde bez ſelf and ehe het douttftrey two 
b Thre large ſowes hadde ſhe and no moo 
Thre 82 — a ſbepe that higit malle 

She2 Gonre an 

pens ſhe ete many a Render — . 


The take of the Nonnes preſt 


Ne depnte moxcek paſſed th hez ta rote 
Hez dyet Was accoꝛdaunt to hez cote 
Repłeccioun ne made hes neutz ſehe 
a temperat dyet was ſez phiſpz 

and excerciſe and hertis ſuffiſaunce _ 
The gowte feet her — * foꝛ to daunte 


Ne apopfevte ſent nat hez hede 5 
No wyne ne dranke ſhe neytheꝛ white ne rede 


HepndGbacoy and ſomtym an et 02 twey 
and ſhe was as it wer a ma neꝛ dep 
a perd ſhe adde enckoſed alle aboute 
with ſtyckes and dry dycled withoute 
Jy whiche ſhe Fadde a coche fight chaunteclere 
hy alte the fond of crowyng nas his pere 

His Bopce was meriaꝛ thay the merp oꝛgo 
Dy maſſe dayes that iy the chirches goon 
lefe ſpherez was his crowyng in his loge 
Tay is a cłocke 02 in any abbep ay oꝛloge 
By nature hecre we eche aſſencion — 
Of the equynoccion in the touy 
for whay degrees fyftene were aſcendrd 
Than cre be be that it mygit nat be amended 
His come was rede: thay the fyne coꝛalle 
nd battekyd as it hadde be a caſtef Walle 


His byl was bake as any gete it ſhone 


fl 


eaſure were his legges and his toon 
napfes wijtteꝛ thay the lily floure 
and kykhe the burnyd golde was his cofoure 
This gentyk cok had in his touernaunce = 
Seuyn hennys to do alle his pleſaunſe 


— 


Of poynaunt ſawee ne hne we ſte neuir a dert 


Hez loꝛd was mooſt ſerupd with white and bla 


9 


Myſhe and hroun brede in Whictie ſhe fonde nolak 


at Wijiche were his ſuſters and 


pe bea bery 


—— ͤ— 
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—— rh ale — names 


Of waiche the fapreſt he wed in the throte 
Was clepyd fapre dampſek parkote 

He fettjredhez an hundred tyme a day 

And ſte dim ple ſit j alte that euiꝛ ſhe may 
Curteps ſue was diſcrete and debonapre 
And —— ans — . 
Sithen tue tyme tha eupgnyti6t 
That truly ſte hat the bert in holde 

Df <auetecteresfobpng iyeuerp lit 

He loupd hez ſo that Wete was dim therwith 
But ſuche a ioye it was to ſiere ther ſyng 
way the Brigtt ſone gan to ſpryntz 
n ſwete accoꝛde mp feef is fez in lond 
Jo that tyme as daue Snderſtonde 
Beſtys and byrdes coude ſpehe and ſyn 
And it ſo fyl that in the dabnpntt 

ds chaunteclete among his vᷣ̃yues alle 
Sat on his perche that was in the falle 
And neyte him ſat bis fapre partlote 

is chaunceckere gan to grone in lis ti rote 
as a may in his dre me is dretclipd ſoꝛe 

and wean that partfote thusferde fir roꝛe 
She was agaſt and ſapdhert dere 

What apfeth 2 manere 


Rittht now that yet myn hert 
Now god quod he mp 


and kepe my body oute of ryſon 


p 


| ThetaleofteNonnespreeſt 
N | 


ng 
oure re j ſa we a 

das kyhe dende and wehe aur made a reft 
Ypoy mp body and wolde laue hadde me dede 
His coloure Was bet wixte pefole and rede 
and typpyd was his tapfe and bothe his eris 
vwitz blache Snfphe the reme naunt of his heris 
His ſnolbte ſ matte with gfoWyng eyen twep = 
pet foꝛ qis lone almoſt foꝛ fere Jdep 
Cliscauſith me my gronyng doutkes 
adoy quod ſhe fp foꝛ ſha me hertles 
Alas quod ſtie foz hy od aboue 
Nowhaue pe foſt myn hert and al my loue 
can nat toue a coe id hy mp feyti 

Fox certis What ſo any woman ſapth 
de alle deſire if it myttht be 
To haue buſbondes hardy Wyſe and fre 
Ind ſecr*te and none negarde ne no fool 
Ne him at is agaſt of euerp tool 
Ne none auauntouꝛ by that god aßboe 
How durſt pe ſap foz ſſlame into pouze loue 
Chat any thyng mytt{t make thou aferde 
Haue ye no mannes hert and haut a berde 

Alas and can pe be aferde of ſweuynnes 
No thyng but Lanpte god wote in ſweuyn is 
Swenynes beeyenttendred of repleccions 
And of fume and of comple xions 

gan Fumoures beey to ha bundaunt iy a withe 


troutlie pe map truſt me 
Cometh of ſuperfkupte and rede coleꝛ pa rde 
da iche cauſe foche to drede in theire dremps 
Of arowes and of fpre Witt rede kemys 


S1 


Certis tiſis dre me wujiche ye laue mette to ny t 
I tete you 


„ 
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8 rede beſtys that wol them byte 
e 
Right as tie ſſumoute of metancoly 
5 
Fox fere of grete Bolts and Blahe 
Oꝛeſtes braune deuylles wol them take 
Of otfiez dumoures coude ij tełle at ſo 
Chat worke a may in ſkepe mehyt Wo 
But g wot paſſe as txgutiꝝ as cay + 
Lo caton Wtjictice that was ſo Wyſe a may 
 Sapdetje nat thus do no fozce of drem 
Now ſir quod ſte lan we ſte fro the 
ſoz goddes foue as tahiti ſom lavatyf 
pon perpl of my ſoule and of mp tyf 
Jcouncet᷑ pou the beſt q wo nat 
Chat Gdthe of cofez and of meta ncoly 
pe purge pou and foz pe ſtjal nat tarp 
ty this toun be 
E 
02 a 
And in oure verde tholexbies ſat 5 
The whictie aue of theiz properte by hynde 
To purge pou beneth and ehe aboue 
ffoꝛyet nat this fox goddes 0Wne loue 
- peberight coloꝛyn of compłexioun 
Where the ſonne is in his aſcenciony 
Ne fynde pou nat replete of fumoures ſiote 
Foꝛ if pe do g daz weke lay a grote 
Thay pe ſhaf haue a feuyꝛ terciay 
D: effes an age we that may be youꝛ Bane 
A dap oꝛ two pe ſtakke ſjaue dige ſtyues 
Of woꝛ mes oꝛ pe take poure kavatiups 
Of faureafcentozy and of fnmetere 


— 
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Dzefeoof fe efderderisthatyrowpytlere | 
Beere be 02 of gaytres beryes 


ſuſbonde foz youꝛ fader hp1 
Predith no dre me gj can ſap pou no moꝛe 
Madame quod fe grame rey of pouz loꝛe 
But nathetes as ng dan catouy 
Tho wyſdome ha tj ſuche a grete renouy 
he no dremes foz to drede 


5 men map in olde hohes rede 
— 5 may moꝛe of auctoꝛite 
a r day caton was ſo moot J the + 


That afce the reuers ſapth of bis ſentence 
That — Wele — N 
t ignifꝛcaciouns 

wee of — as of tributaciouns 
Che folk foche — in this lyf pre ſent 
There nedith to make of this none argument 
The de ty preef e with it in dede 
One o ten ttreteſt auctouzes that men rede 
Zapth thus that ſomtyme two felowes went 
Dy pylgramage in ful gode entent 
and hapned ſo they cam iy a toun 
where a as tier was ſuche con{treftaciouy 
Of people and eke of ſtrapt herbigage 
7 — fonde as 2 as a 6. 
whiche Gothe mptft 
bberfoze c muſt of — tg 
ds foꝛ that nythßt departe company 
Ind eche of them goth to his hoſtrye 
and tobe his kogyng as it Watt fi falke 
That one of them —_— ina ſtalte 


© » 


Dfferbe ropnytiyonre perde that mery is f 
Sar Spas they gro we and ete them iin 


_— 
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fene ty che perde with the plow 
— — 
As was bis auenture 02 (ts foꝛtune 
That Bs gouerneth alle as in comune 
pd haps, "4 nay 
This may in bis bedde there ſietay 
Hold thathis — — 
And ſayd altas foꝛ in an oxes ſtalte 
Tais nyt ſtalk J be murdred there glx 
Lob hetpe me dere Grotfiez 02 J dye 
hy alle the taſte come to me ſje ſapd 
lis man oute lis ſtepe for fere abrapde 
And wan he was waſted of his ſtepe 
joy —— — 
ä — 2 
us t wyſe in his ſtepe drempd he 
. 
t and ſa 
— wyde 


—— to ſayn 


nt go Ak. 
Wieda fattep tous 4 
daneben t tre we 
Foro) tle motobe a one meg 
CERT, 
aftezdis fetoldle tay tocalh, 


 Tfeffoſtellez aun ſ werd ſim anoy 


—— —— 
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and ſapd ſir youre fekoÞ is goon 
as ſone as dap fe went out of the toun 
Thismay gan fal in ſuſpecioy 5 
Remembꝛyng of his dremys that be mette 
and fozth he goth no lenger wolde he let 
Vnto the Weſt gate of the touyandfonde 
à dong carte as it were to dong fond? 
That was arꝛayed ii the ſame wyſe 
as pe laue ſierde the dede man deuyſe 
And With hardy liert he gan to cryre 
Vengeaunce and juſtice of this felony 
My felowe murdred is this ſame ny(te 
And in this carte fefpeth gapyng Sp right 
crye oute on the myniſt res quod le 
That ſholde hepe and rule this cyte 
Harob altas ſe re fyett my fefowe ſtapy = 
what ſtofde J moze of this tale ſapy > 

The peple oute ſtert and caſt the carte to ffrounde 
And in the mpddek of the donge they fonde 
The dede may than murdred was al nee 
O hei ſ fut god that art ſo gode and tree 
Lotjow that thou be wrayeſt murdꝛe al we x 
Murdre wol oute that ſe we day by da i 
Murdre is ſo waltſom and abiom nabte 1 
To god that ſo iuſte is and reſona 
That he ne Wol it ſuffte helyd to be 
Thoug it abyde a pere 02 two oꝛ thre 5 
Murdre wol oute this is mp concluſioun 
And right anon the myniſters of the tou = 
Haue hent the carteꝛ and ſo ſoꝛe him pyned 
And ehe the hoſtelleꝛ ſo ſore engyned 
That they beh nee theire Wpchednes anoon 
and were ay hangyd hy the necke boo 


en 


But on a dap apenſt ayeupy 
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pbe to drede 


map pe ſethat 

argon {bby es. rede 

Mig to the he Sn 
1 wolde ſjaue paſſed ouiꝛ the ſee 

.uoꝛ certayn cauſes in a fercountre 

If tie wynde ne lladde be contrarpe 

Tat made them in a cpte totarp 

Clat ſtode ful me ry 9poy an ſauyn ſyde 


The wynde gan chaunge and dle we as him le 
Jol and (fade they wentey to reſt 4 
rn Int, 
a grete merua 
Tat one of ther in ſtepyng as fie fap 
He mette a wondre dreme agan the day 
Hin eougtit a may ſtode by gis heddes ſyde 
And gin comaunded that he ſholde abpde 
And ſayd him tus if tou to mozowe wende 
Thou ſhalt be drent mp tale is at an ende 
He woke and tolde iis feta we What he mette 
e 
2 that dap be pra to 
His fekawe that lap by bis beddes ſpde 
Gay fox tokautihe and ſcoꝛned him fulte faſte 
— pode may [0 ap (rt agaſt 
a 02 thynges 
Get nat a ſtrawe fox cy dr 


rte 


temynges 
ſoz ſdeuennes be but wanyters and iapes 
Men mete aldap of oules and of 
Andehe of many a ma ſe clerwith ark 
. And dreme of thyng that neuiꝛ was ne ſhalte 
. But ſithey i ſe that thou wol here abyde 


_— 
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(God Wote it re wi 


And thus tze toke his leue and went his way 

But oꝛ ge badde half lis courſe y ſayled 
ee 
ut ca ren 

and ſttp and may bndre the batez went 

jy ſigtt of other ſtippes beſyde 

Chat witty dim ſapfed at the ſame tyde 

and therfoze fapze partelot ſo dere 

By ſuctie enſamples ofde mapſt thou fere 

Coat no may ſhofde be to recheleſſe 

Df dremps fox ij ſap the doutfes 

Chat many a dreme ful ſoꝛe is fox to drede 

to in the pf of ſeint khenelme g rede 

That was henutpqus ſone the noble leyng 

Of meriturpk fo henelme met a thynt 

u lytet oꝛ te were murdred on a day 

ſus murdre ty lis d iſioun be ſap r. 

— — det 

His and bad him hepe im wele 

Fro treſ, fe was but ſeupy pere ofde 

und the rfoꝛe lytet tale be bath therof tolde 

Of anp dre me ſo haly was his herte / 

eee 13 

That ye (jad herde his legende as haue (3 

Da me parttot J ſap to you trukp 

Pacrobius that writetij the a Liſiouy 

du affrphe of the woztlp ſcypiouy 

e 

rnyng at We aftez ſeen 
And ferthermoze g pray pou fokith welke 
I the olde teſtament of danpek 


— 
— 


ea ſore ind ane gebe dap 


en 


varnyng 
Lo of ettypt the hyng that 
ez and (ts hotelle : 


Eris dry was of fyde h 
Pette he nat that he ſat hag 
wijicthe ſignified te ſholde be 
Co Andrometa Hectoures Wpf 
Chat day that Hectouz ſtolde le ſe ſis yf 
Sbe drempd in the ſame np{{t bifozy = 

w that the (pf of Hectoure ſtſofde be (021 
Jer wenn Gut tempyl natan 

rn ut it 

He went foz to Fiche — (Fiore. gt 


But he was ſtapy anooy of achiłles 
But that tate is to long to telle 


And ehe it is ny g da nat duelle 
S{oatky q ſap 22 ioun 
That q ſhalke ſaue 1 auyſioun 
En 
| s 
Foz they Be Genemous| 7 Ant 
Sue now eto ſpe of pre an 
e 

1 Are ethe beaute of — oe 

. pebeſoſcarietredeaboute youzepey 


— ew 


” 
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jt makith al my drede fox to dye 


25 
— dg 
womay is mannes ioye andhis 
de pde 
af be it that q map nat on pou rpde 
21 e een. 
H 

— AAS 


Co — —— 0 
ſoz it was dap and eke bis hennes alle 
a tlem ſoz tocałle 
— — iy the perde 
Ryalte be Was and e nomay aferde 
He fedred partelote twenty tyme 
and trade ben e Daop pryme 
he loheti as he were a grym 
Ind — — 
Him ned —— — 
— BIN gone p founde 
and to him ran his wyues alle 
as rpaſfe as a prynce in his halle 
Leue J is auntectere in his paſture 
dud aftez wol g telle of his auenture 
dan the moneth in the whicte the wozkde bettar 
That fiigt Marche that god firſt made man 
bas complete and paſſpd were alſo 
Sitſen Marche began twenty dates andewo " 
Befpt that caunteckere fy alle his pry 
His ſ \fnncs dene 
bp ts the britthe ſonne 
That ip the of anrus daopronne 


— 4 


* 
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111 omWlat more 
fe hne we by hynde and . — 

Cbat it was pryme and a ee 
The fonne be fü de ioclombeBp to 
For pro age re 


Par ſodenty b. 


ot ttjat wozkdlp 
Sete — m 


He in a cronycte mytũt ſauety Þrpte 
—— —— 

Now enery Diſemay ler py tome 
This ſtory is afſo tre de — —＋ 
as is the hohe of 
5 
Lom del ꝗ turne 


Ge lay 
Tyt it was paſt ůndren of the dap - 
— — on chauntecte re tofalte 
— — 
by a wayte tygige to murdre mey 
A ſfaſſe wnurdrez ruckpng in the den 
ne d ſu not and nee genttio 


— HT 


_w"—— 
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falſe diſſimyloure offreke Synoy 3 
That brouttiteſt trope Btterky to ſoꝛo we 
O claunteclere acurſed be the nozow p 

Tat hou in the perde fley fro the bemps 

Thou were ful Wele warnyd by thp dremys 

That iche dap was perilous to the . 

But wat that god a foꝛe wote muſt nedes be 

aftez the opunpoy of certapycferkes . 
lytnes of him that any clerbe is 
Tat in ſcole is grete ałteracioun e eh 
y this matez and grete diſputactouy == 5 
and hath een of an hundred thouſand men 

But j ne can nat bufte it tothe brenne 

ds can tiie hoły doctoure auguſtyn 
Oꝛ hoece oꝛ the Giſſhop bradbazdpy 
whetthp: that goddes Wozttjp foꝛe wetyng 
Streynetii me nedely to do a ting | 
Nedetp clepe  ſpmple neceſſite V 
Ox if the fre choos be graunted me 3 
To do tlat ſame ting 02 do it noug t 8 
CT god foze Wote it 02 it was Wroutthe 
Dr if his wyttyng ſtreynethj neuir a dele 
But Sp neceſſite condicioneef 5 
wol nat ſaue doon ty ſuche ma tere 

My tale is of a cok as pe ſhjal here 5 
That tobe his counſeył of his wyf with ſoꝛowe 
To warne in the yerde $poy tie moꝛode 
That he 6adde met {is dreme as ij you tolde 
Womens councelles beey ful oft colde 
dpmenscouncepk brouttht vs firſt to wo 
made Adam from paradiſe to go 
re ao ie was ful merp and Wefe at caſe. 


But fox i not Whom i mygt diſpleaſe = 


—— $ 


oh 7 Fapre in the ſonde to bathe hez merily 
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970 Jcouncepk of women wolde blame - 
2 
And what they fa . pe may 
A 

4 Theſe been the — —ů— pI 
can noGarme of no womay deupne 


Lpeth partefot and af hez ſuſters by 
Apenſt the ſonne and chaunteckere ſo re 
ng. iy 6p 7s ſee 


He as Vare of this fop thatkap fuk lowe 
No thyng thay (uſt him to crowe 
But crped anoon cocke colt and pp be ſtert 
9 2 
—— = ne—— 
ro his contra | 
Wenger enk Uher ſeytttrſt wieſioepe 
Chisauntecfere Whay be gan ſim aſpy 
Ae wotde ane fudder Bot that the foy anion 
nee 
Be pe afrapde of me that am poure frende 
Nowcertis q were wers thay a feend 
pt yn 
ne 2 


8 
de a —— that is in heuy | 
dier ref after fn 


they trete of ſuche ma tere 
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Than hadde boece 02 any thatcay ſun- nnn 

y loꝛde youre fades god his ſoule bleſſe ——— 

And ehe pouz modꝛe of hez ffentyknes © | 

| Naue in my ſouſe be to mp greteeaſe 
gndcertis ſir ful fapne Wolde g pou pleaſe 

vut foz men ſpeke of ſpnttpng 4 wolde ſap + 

So moot (brouke wele mpy eyn twep 

Haue pou ne gerd g neuir may ſo ſyng 

as dyd pour fade iy the moꝛnyng 

Certis it was of herte alle the ſong 

und foz to make his Bopce the moꝛe ſtrong 

e wolde ſo peyne tiny that witu bothe his eyn 

He muſt ſÞpnke ſoloude he muſt crpey | 

and ſtonde 9poy his typtoos ther witha(fe 

and ſtretche fo2th his neckefong and ſmalle 

And ehe lie was of ſuche diſcrecioun 
That ther was no may in no regioun 

_ Thathim in ſong oz wyſdome mygut paſſe 
laue Wefe redde dan burnet the a ſſe 

among his verſe how that there was a con 

ana he Ad ie hit a hnohe 
pon his eggs Woite he was pong and npce 

He made him foz toleſe his ge ne fice 4. 

But certeyn there is nocompariſoy 

Bet wixte tte wyſdome and diſcrecioun 

Of pouꝛe fade and of his ſubtelte 

Now ſyngith ſiz foꝛ ſeint charite 

Let ſe can pe pou fadre countreſete 

This chaunteckere fjis wynges gan to bete 

as may that coude nat his trea ſon aſpye 

So was he raupſſhed with his flatery SR 

ſas pefozdes many a fafſe ffateronee | 

bs in pouꝛ courte and many a falſeloſpntjeout-—ou 
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Stietchyng his necke 
And —— foude foꝛ the nones 
And day ruſſet the fox ſtert bp at onys 
And be goꝛget bent chanteckere 
And on his bake toward the wode him bere 
And pet was thez nomay that ſiim ſucd 
D deſtenp that nat be e ſche ed 
Alas ttia t cauntectere fle we fro the bemps 
Allas his wyf raugit nat of dremys 
And oy a frpdap fyk alle this my ſchaunce 
benus that art goddes of pteſaunce 
Sitlien that thy ſeruaunt was this chauntecłt re 
And in thy ſerupce dyd alle {ts polbez 
Moꝛe foꝛ defpte thay the woꝛlde to multiply 
wtjp woldeſt thou ſuffre him thp dap to dye 
O gaufride dere mapſtez ſouerap 
That wan the woꝛtijy hyng Richard was ſiapy 
wit ſhot compłeyndeſt his deth ſo ſoꝛe 
why ne hadde q thy ſcience and thy loꝛe 
Tbe friday foz tochpde asdpdpe - 

ſoz on a friday ſtoztky ſtapy was fe 
Thay wolde g ſee pou how that ij coude ptepy . 
ſor chaunteckere drcde andfoz his peyn 
Certis ſuche crye nefamentagouy 
Nas neui: of fadies made hay that {ſon 
was wonne. and pjrzus with his Britt ſwerde 
man fie ent hyng 5 by the berde 
And ſte we him as ſayth eneydos 


Tetateof che Nonnes preeſt 


as made af the ſennys in the ckoos 

whey that thep adde of chaunteckere tle ſight 
But ſouerantp dame partefote ſhriffht 

ful lowdeꝛ thay dyd haſdrubakes wyf 
whay that her huſ donde tjadfoſt his iyff 


She Was ſo ful of turment and of rage 
Chat wyl fulty into the fpre ſhe ſtert 
and brent hez ſetf Witt a ſtedefaſt hert 
O woful hennys rigit ſocrpdey ye 

as Wan that nero brent the cyte 

Of Komecrpde the ſenatoures Wpues 


bithoutey gykt ne rohath them ſlayn 

Now wol q turne to mp tale attayy 

This ſely wpdowe and heꝛ dougytezs two 
Herde the hennes crye and make wo 
Ind oute at the doꝛe ſtert they anoon 
and ſa we the fox towarde the wode goon 
Ind bare Spoy his bake the coche a ep 
any cryde oute and ha rolbe and wefawep 
Jha the foꝝ and afteꝛ him they ran 
and ehe with ſtaues many an otheꝛ may 
Ran coffe oure doge tatbot and garlond 
Ind mafhpy with bez diſtaf in her honde 
Ran cob and calf 
ſoz they ſo ſoꝛe aferde were of the donges 
Ind ſhoutyn( of men and of women che 
They ray ſo theire hert thouttht to hrehe 
They pellen as feendes doon in helle 
The dohescrpde as men wolde them quelle 
The tees foꝛ fere oui the trees 

| Date of the hyues the ſwarme of bees 


| — 


ſo tlat thetz ſuſbondes ſſjolde le ſe theiꝛ lyues 


and that the Romaynes hadde brent cartage 


and ehe the the ber iy dogges 
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The tale of tie Nonnes preeſt - - 


In alle his dri de duo e foy he ſpake 
And ſapd ſir if q were as pe 
pet ſhoulde ſay as ys god helpe me 
CTurneth apey pe proude chozkes alle 
d berp peſtilence $poy pou falle 
Now am i come Bnto ttjis wode ſ 
Mauttre you: hede the cocke Er abyde 
eee 
n 
gone ſp Tae ſence 
coche br is 
And high Spoy a tree fielde ahoon m 
And Wiay the fop ſave that tie was goon 
Gta — bo pai nn 
re 
5 mr 
pou dent a oute 
— a e : 
an f t 
þ datt pou ſap foth god hetpe me ſo FO 


oo ww” 


Thetate of the Nonneopreſ 


Nap tian quod fe q ſirewe S&Goth two 


Thou ſhhart nomoze witll thy fcaterp 
DG thee bynbeth Bern ie (dad 

when t e 
17 wyt fully godket him neuir the 


Nap quod tte foy but godgeue lim myſcſgunce | 


That is ſo indiſcrete of gouernaunce 

That iangete ti whay te ſyolde botde his pees 
Lo ſacthe it is foz to be recheles 
and nt and truſtt on ftaterp 
and pe that holde this take a foly 

ds o n 
Tahiti the moꝛalite good me 
foꝛ ſeint poule ſaptl alle tat writey is 

To oure doctrine it is Writey pWps 5 
Takith the frupte _—_ the cha ffe be ſtylle 
Now gode godif that it be tiy wycle 
as ſaytſſe mp loꝛde god make vs alle gode men 
and eee ale any 225 


ve pany or: 
p bleſſed 
This a — 
But hy my trouth if thou we re ſeculere 
Thou woc deſt be a tredfoute a rite 
ſox if thou haue coꝛage as tion haſt mpyhe 
eee | 
than ſeupy tymes ſeuentene 
Ze iche branes hat this hentyl p 
Sogrete a necke and ſuche a karge — 
eee, 


—— 


and euer ſt 
nteckere vw 


god firſt reve myſelf bc ltde and bones —n 
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| *Thereis falle on me greteheupnes 


The manciples profotzue 


Him nedith nat is cofoure ſoꝛ todpey 
D 4+ 
But ſiz fapre falte pou fat pow 
And afteꝛ tſiat fie with ful merp chere 
to an man as pe ſtalle here 
Wot pe nat Where there ſtondith a tet toun 
 Whicye thatis>+ppd bob Bp and doun 
Dnudre ttje blee iy caunterberp wap 
Cie re gan oure hooſt to iape and to pfep 
und ſapd ſires what dun is in the myte 
5s there no may foz prapez ne ſoꝛ pre 
a hee appli ful der ade 
'a mygut and 
Se hold he nappith ſe foz coches bones wy 
Ho bb he wol falle from tis ſoꝛ ſe at onps 
Is tqat a cone of fondoy With myſchaunce 
eee 
0¹ a 
abe nen be nat Dont Boer 
awake e 020We 
dat aplerd the to ſtepe bp U eb. 
Naſt thou tiadde fkeey af nygit 02 art thou dronke 
Oꝛ haſt thou al Witt ſomme quene y \Þonke 
So that thou mapſt nat ſolde bp thy bede 
Tihiscook that „ 
Hapde oure hooft ſo god 


Nat Jnat war 


pe 
. 
e 
Whiche that here rpde in this company 
And if oure hooſt wol of hie curteſy 


The manciptes profoftue 


j wok as noW excuſe the of thy tale 
er —— > $003 
epen | 
und Wefej wote thy brett] fut ſouretpnhetF 
That ſſewith wele thou art nat wele diſpoſed 
Of mecertapy thou ſhaft nat be gloſed 
Se ow he gafpttth, fo this dronken Wight 
as thougij he wotde Bs ſwelow anooy rigit 
Holde ctoos thy mourhe foꝛ thy fade: hyn 
The deuyt of helle ſet his fote theriy 55 
curſed 7 wok * vs alle 
nhyng ſwyne moot the Gefalfle 
Ax + lede ſires of this luſty wy, 3 5 
Now ſwete ſir wol pe iuſte ar the Bay 
Therto me tijynketii pe be wele ſhape 
j trowe that pe haue dronhe wyne ape 
nd that is wan men pley at the ſtrawe 
Und Witt his ſpeche the cook we xed al wra we 
and on the manciple he gan to nodde faſt 
ſoz lache of ſpeche a doun the ſioꝛ ſe him caſt 
Where as fie lay tył that men Fin Vp tone 
This was a fapre cheueſaunce of a cook 
aſfas that he ne hadde holde him by his ladyl 
Und oz that fe apey were in his ſadpk 
There Was a grete ſhouyng bothe to and fro 
7 him bp and mehpl care and wo 
So bn weldy was this ſekp palled gooſt 
Und to the mancipfe thay mou oure hooſt 
Bicauſe that drynke hath dominaciouy 
Ypoy this man. by mp ſauacioun 
tro e fedefp Wol he telle his tale 
Foz were it wyne 02 olde moyſte ale 
That ſqe hatij dronhe he ſpekithj ſo i * 
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He ſatd atſo to do moze thay 


Whiche he rideth oy 


and 
— — 
By pepne of my lyf te 


Df ei Leſſer 


What neditt} it fe dranke pnough bifozy 
— — — — 

ma 
of the drpnhe ” 
And thanhed G6 in ſuche 
Tan gan oure 


And 


dim 


gode 
Ace, 
Wal nat ſap nap 
to telle as it was 

the cook dranke faſt affas 


pouppd in fiis gu 


the cooke Was fut fapy 
e as fe coude 
to e dondre loude 


The mancipfes tale 


and ſayde j ſe wele it is neceſſary 
where that we goon gode drynhe Witt be bt 
Fox that wol turne rancoz and diſeaſe 
To accoꝛde and foue and many a woꝛde fopeaſe 
O Bacus y bfiſſed be tiy holy name 
That ſocanſt turneerneſt into ga me 
woꝛ ſſip and thanke be to thy deyte 
Of that matere pe gete no moze of me 
Tel on ti tale thou manciple J the pray 
wele ſir = 2 * 9 fap ſap 
reen manciples prologue 
net his tate 


— _ Andbetyn 
ANTE eee 
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AACR 


eee e 
woah ptje 


As ofde — — 
7 was the mooſt fuſtp Bacheke re 
Of alte the woꝛlde and ehe the beſtſa rchere 
He ſte e pheton the ſerpent as hellay 
Sleppnſ ivenſt the ſonne Spoy a — 
nd many a nother noble Woxtlp de 
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Tie mancipfes tal 
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There Beste affe his Buntbe no ny{ſſeprgate 


and wele 


to plraſ 
only tir ſoth if  ſtiaffe ſapy 
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to purpos as i firſt begag . 
This wozthp phebus doth alle that he cay = £þ = 6508 Hae \ 
To ple ſin hez wenpng#throug ſuche ple ſaunte Ef 48 
and foꝛ his manſiode and for his gouetrnaunſee 
That no may ſſjolde put {ity fro hez grace 
But god it wote there map no mayenGrace 
as to diſtrepne a thyng Whiche that nature 

Bath naturaffp ſet in a creature 
Take any hyrde and put him in a cage — bÞh.- 
8 r pee ons „%% 3 ne 
To foſtreit ten mete anddrynhe „„ 
Dfaf depntees that ehoucanſt bethynlie - 4-1 \ 
and hepe it at ſo clenty as thou map, 
dt thougij his cage of golde be neuir ſoftap 
pet hart this bprde by twenty thou ſand folde 
Leue: in a foreſt that is wytde and code 
Goete woꝛ mes and ſuche wrechidneſſe 
Fox eu(2 this hyrde wol do his beſpneſſe 
Toa ſcape oute of ſis tage (ay he map 
Hioliberte the 6prde de ſire tij ay x; 
Let take a cat and foſtre ez With mytnnre 
und tendre fleſſhe and make hes couche of ſikke 

und let Fez ſe a mouſe go by the wake . 


4 * * b - * , 
0 F . \ 
1 w 8 . * 
. = & 
d : 
g - 
. * — 
ns ; i — 42 ; 
” : | 


: Foz bndre him a nothez hadde ſhe 


j Foꝛyeue it me and that J pou beſ, 


Unoo0y ſie wepuets fleſſie and touche and at 
andre Hae til coſe 


but fee defpte 


Chat we ne can in no tiyng 
That ſownetſi Into Lertue any 

Thus pſe bus Wjiche that thought no gyle 
- Diſcepued was ſoꝛ alle his iolite 


femmaycertes that is a h 


The to rede 
7 
If men ſtofde telle propirfy a thyng 
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and a poꝛe 

f it ſo be they werke amps _ 
put that the gentyt is in ſtate aboue 
Ste ſtak be cłepyd his kady and his fone 
and foꝛ that otthez is a poure omas 
be ſhalke be 
and god it wote mpyoWne dere brothez 
Men lap as love that one as that othez 
hugtit ſo bet wixt a tytles tyraunt 
and aq outfa we oꝛ a theef erzaunt 
Cle ſame ij ſap there is nodifference 
Co Aſiſaundre was tolde this ſentence - 
That foz the tyraunt is of gretez mygzũt 
Þp force of meyne to ſkee doun a rigit 
and brenne houſe and hoom and make af 
£0 therfoꝛe is he cke pyd a capdepy 

Ind foꝛ the oute la lv hatſi but ſmalte menye 
and map nat do ſoftrete ayharme as be 

Ne bryngt a countre to ſo grete myſchief 
en clepe him an outla we 02 a theef 
But foꝛ q am a may nat textuete 
wol nat tefke of textes neuira deck 
wol go to my tale as g beg 
1 
noon they 4 

This White crowe that ing ay in the cage 


And whan home was come pliebus the loꝛde 
Thiscrowe ſong cuckhoWÞ cuckow cucho w 
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ceppdtiis wenche 02 distemmay 


Behefde theiꝛe Werke and ſapde neuiꝛ a wozde 
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The manciptes tale 


thou 


Ne were thou nat wont ſo merilp to ſyng 
Chat to my berte it was a 

—— 
Ptjebus quod fie foz alte ty woztiipnes 
beaute and thy gentyfnes 


mpnſtrafcpe 


of kptek 
Nat wozth to the in compariſouy 
Cle mountenaunce of a 
To on thy bedde thy Wpf 
Wijat Wot pe moꝛe te cro 
By ſadde tohnes and by woades holde 
How that his wyf hadde dooy her lecherp - 
Him to grte ſhame and to grete Befonp 
Und tolde hiv eft be ſale it with is eyen 
This pdebus gan a way warde foz toprpey 
Him thoutt{t qͥis wofut᷑ hert braſt a two 
His bo we he bent and ſet theriy a ſto 
and in lis ire fie Gath fs pf ſtapy 
This is the effecte ther is moze to ſa 
—— 
rpe a a 
And eke ſje brake his arowes and ſis hoe 
——— — 
— 
—— 
9 nere 

DO dere wyfogemme ofuſtibede 

That were to me ſo ſadde and ehe to tre we 
Nowtpeſt thou dede With face pale of ge we 
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t ſomoot Jtfrpue 
we lim ſwyue 
Lee 
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The mancipfes tale 


af chat durſt RET 
$a opens np 
O trouble eee 
That marks > ſpnneſt 
Io, 
wizeze 
2 rucrymaySe are of recenes by 

e no toute ſtrong vptnes 
Zmpte nat to one 02 thou byte way 
und be auyſed wele and ſikerfp 
e: 

re ire 

Ale d houſand 4 rebpCire 


Afcas foꝛ ſozoWe gj wol mp ſelf ſkee 
and to the crowe o falſe ttjerf 4 fe 
wol qupte anooy ti fakſe rate 
Thou ſong whilorn kyke a nynutyngale 
Now ſtjaft thou falſe theef tuy ſong fou loo 
Ehe thp Wijite fetheres eue richone 
Ne neuir in af thy lyf ſüatt thou ſpehe 
Thus ſhaf men on a-traptoure be wreke 
| ThonandAppoſprengeni flac be blake 

E 

ut enircrpe apen and rapne 
by tobey that through routit the mp wyf is ſkapy 
And to the crowe he ſtert and that anoon 
And pulled of his White fetheres euerichone 
Und made him hlacke and reft him al his ſont 
And ehe his ſpeche 
Ynto the deupk Wliche J him betahe 
And foz this cauſe be af croles blake 


Lozdpnites by 2+: eee 


tſuſpeciony 


02d009 and broutgtit ther in the mpre 2 


1 . 


5 


The manciptrs tate 


Be ware and take hepe what) ſap 

neee 

$30 w that a nothez may hath digit bis if 

He wol pou fate certapy 

Day Sala mon as wyſe ckerhes ſapy 

Tecuitii a man to is tongue were 

But as ſayde g am nat te gtuefte 

But nathetes thus taugit me my dame 

. 
an 

e jag 

men map eſſe 

My ſone god of tits endetes tjoodneſſe f 


watteda tongue With tetle and eke 
oꝛ may ſſjolde him auyſe what be 
My ſone ful oft foꝛ to mehyt ſpecſſe 
Hatii many a may be ſpytt as cłernes teche 


But foꝛ lytet ſpeche ſpokey auyſedey 
Is no may ſtent to ſpebe ftenerakky _ 
Vp ſone thp tongue ſholdeſt thou reſtzapy 
at af tyme but way ttiou dooſt tiy peyne 
Nn, 
. 
Js to teſtreyne and he to 
3 
Px ſone of mekyt ſpebyng in 2 2 
There kaſſe ſpenyng ladde y uffiſed 
Cometh mehyf harme tiius as me taugite 
5» mehyf ſpectie ſynne Wanteth nautghe 
Woteſt thou oꝛe a rabef tongue ſerupts 
bk Right as a ſwerde f and foxcarupt$ 
1 An arme a two my dere one right ſo 
a 1 A tongue cuttetſj fre pe alle a two 
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”  Tkeparſonnesprofozue 


q iangeteꝛ is to god ab6omp 8 
Rede leer eandfionontabte 


my and died afmes, rede ſeneke 
850 one 
| een 


e 

pel:ih of parfous ma tere 
> Aly lerne if e 
That lytet᷑ iangtyng cau 


f w 
apr 

But he that Fatf =! + 1 oY 

Ne map bp no wey clepe ſiis woꝛde agayn 


Un repente 02 im be neui2 ſolothe . 
Ne is ti ralle to ſim to Whory he hatij ſapde 
E tale foꝛ Wiche fe is no euyl appaped 
p — Ge ware and be none autom newe 
gs . 

come among high oꝛ folve 


endith the tale 
— bernneth n 


6 pthat ße ma hadde his tale endyd 
80 oune fro the ſouthe ſ 
t it was nat to my 
Depreegof fyue and twenty oft 
— the clone it was ſo as j geſſe 
Fot ente uyn foot a lyteł moꝛe 02 


F 
ſiadowe was at tffat tyme as there 
hay feet as mp kengith parted were 


FO pry 


——O—— . 


ne ſpeke nat ne with chy gede thou bes 
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Tilerwith the mones 
ho dere entryng iy tte thoꝛpes ende 
— — 


wo ot nod telle a tale tet ſe 


Tbou gettyſt 
| Repreuptt them _ warez ſottifaſt nes 
uche wrechidnes 


For Be arif — 
And than if ye wyfpeue me audience 


. prołogue 


mene Libra al wey (tay aſcende 


as ſe was wont to gye 
ap iy thiscaas this companp 


this wyſe loꝛdynges euerichone 
5975 backe pf tale . one 
Tatfollediomp ſentence and mp decre 


Acmooſt futfplked is mpy ozdenaunce 
chaunce 


(5 prap to god ſo peue hwy rigiit gode 
Chat tetfith tuis tale toVskuſtify 
Sir preeſt quod he art thous fpcary 
Oꝛ art thou a parſoy ſap ſothe by tiy fep 


Be What thou be Hreke thou nat oure pfap 
Fozeuezp may ſaue tijou ſiaue tofde his tale 


Yubocte and jtjewe Be What is in thy male 
4:02 truty me thynkitii by thy chere 

— a unyt Sp Wele a grete matere 
5s a — — foꝛ mo bones 
This parſoy him aunſwerd alle at on 
fable none tolde foz me * 
tijat Writeth to Tpmotlie 


Foz poutr 


And techen fabfes 


ndſ 
ſtolde J ſa we draf oute 
e 


de rtuous matere 


andof 


J wofde ful fayne at criſtes rruerence 
Done you pfe, annce as q can 
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The parſonnes procogue 


Jcay nat geſte rum ram ruf by lettre 
And god wote ryme holde ( but kytet bettre 
and therfoze if pe luſt q wol nat gloſe 
j wol pou teſte a łytet᷑ tale in proſe 
To hnꝑtte bp af this ferſt and make an ende 
and Jeſu foz his grace wytte me ſende 


To ſteve pou the wey ty this 
een e 


And if pe Boucheſauf anon (j ſhhafsfe 

. — Vpon up tale foi oP J prap 
pouze auys q can no bettre ſap 

But natheleſſe this meditaciouy = 

put it ay vndre coꝛrectioun 

Df cferkes foz j am nat tevtueſfe 

j take Gut the ſentence trujtith wele 

Tierfoze q make proteſtaciouy 

That) wer ſtonde to coꝛrectioun 

Bpon tilis woꝛde We laue aſſentyd ſone 

ſfoꝛ as it ſemyd it was foꝛ to doo) 25 

To enden in ſom bertuous ſentence El 

and foz to peue iim ſpace and audience 

Und oure hooſt tie ſholde to him ſap 

That alte we to telle his take ſ im prap 

Dure hooſt hadde the wozdes foꝛ Bs alle 


Sayth what ye lyſt and we ſhal gladey here 
Ind With that woꝛde he ſayd in this ma nere 
Teffith quod he youre meditaciouy 
But haſtith you the ſonne wol adouy 

Bet fructuous and that in lytet ſpace 


Ind to do wele god ſende pou his grace I EE EA 
Here endith the parſonesprofotue — 


Sir preeſt quod he noW fapre moot pou befalle 28 1 
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weye and þ i fo 

ſoſys. Many ben the wepes ſprrt - 
turf that ſeden follie to our ſoꝛd ihn 

Cryſle. And to the regne of glorye. 


dias et Bidete ct imterrogute de pus ante 
in ea. et inuenietis refrigerni aumabz Beſt its . 


Df whiche wepes: There is d ful no 


ble weye and wel couenable WHR 


may not ſaylſe to man ne to womd 


that thrugß ſynne hath muſgoon #:0 


fence. Df whiche man ſFold gladlp 
ßer ken and enqupre wyt af 616 her 
te to wete. what is penytence 02 pe 


naumce. And witewhens 1s cſepyd⸗ 
"ue. And how manpmanas 
ben the actions of werchyng of pfe / 
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nytence, And how many ſpyers the- 


re be of penptence. and whiche tyyn⸗ 
ges bchouen and appettrynen to. 
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the rygßt weye of Netuſaſon ccſeſtt I 
alf. And thts weye ts clepet pu 8 


| 


\ 


— — 


— 


— 


for hes ſpune. Ano pyneth 
Derr 


ſatiſfaction end ncuct foꝛ to do thin 
ge for whiche bpm orighte more to 


as ſarth ſaint Jſodre. He is a Japar 


whache hy o wet to repente ne ſtin 
te to doo ſprne. may not auaple. 
But neuerthefes men ſhoſd taſte $0 
pe that at cucty tyme tat men fal. 
leth be it neuer ſo oſte that he map a 
erſe thourgh penytence pf he haue 
grace. But certepnſp it 16 grete 
doubte Foꝛ as ſapth Saynt Grego 
tt. Hunethe ariſctß he out of his fyn⸗ 
ue. that is charged of cuyſ $ſage. 
And ther ſoꝛe tepentaumtt folke that 
ſtynte for to ſynne and for to ſete ſyn 
neo! ſynne foꝛſeit tj n. —Holp 
c<ptebe holdetß Few ſy bet of het ſal 
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as is to 


16 in two mancte 


ſolepne 
be put out of holy chircße 
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rote of this tre is contryaon that bp- 
det hym ty the herte of hym that is 


deray repentante rpght as the rote 


rote chat ia hd in the herte of a man 
Nrt by the b2anchps ne ſcuys of cd- 
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ſeed ſpꝛyngetß of god through the re 
menb:atice of the dap of dome x of 

the peynes of belle. of thre mater. 
SDaſamon ſayth that in the derde of 
god a man foilettitß his ſynnc. The 
hete of this ſeed is the ſour of god x 


deſpryng of the Jope perdurable. 


This fete draweth the heut of mon 
fo god and doth hym hate his ſynne 
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Ge whan it is medſpd wyth off cr 


mylke.Ryght ſo the ſynful man þ 
ſouetß his ſynne. hit ſemet it c (6. 
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oꝛ do what ſo Ado. euer me ſemetF 
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the trompe ſowneiß in mpy tres 
Ryſeth Bp þ ben dede and come pe to 


te Jugement. O good god mocke 


oughta man to drede ſurße a Ia - 


Where as we ſFalmake a general cõ 


thou that our fautes ſgal be Juged but 


of her body to a rynge of golde that 
is worn in the gropy of a ſowe Fo: 
nh gt as a ſo we wrotyeh in cucty 01- 
dure. ſo miocrii ſFe het bouute in ſim 
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| ſapntPoule. Before the ſtrapt Ju- 
gement of our Lord Aheſu Ctyſſe 


gregans wher as no m&may be as 
ſente. Fo certes i6ere auapſet5 none 
ne non eycuſaciõ 7 no! onſy 


no ſleygtzt. we ſFaf pence te E Uννje e 
of euery pdle woꝛde. Ther ſal ue 
haue a Juge that may not be decey- 55 
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ongnyſſbe we |. 
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re as there is none other o 
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But im helle her ſpghte ſGak 
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ſtrawved as ſayth Ib cryſie Her noſtrylles 
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ſhal be quenchyd And wycß wouncss 


C3 um 


the moe chydyng and tfemore dede + 8 


cher they stal baue defautes of alte 
— why. For delptes 


appetytes of the wittes as ſygße 


Fant 
Hain 


: 


fi 
13231 


gregoze ſapth 


is to ſape as to haue therby the | 
perdurable in feu. Put = 


For certes it bereucth a may god 
nes and natuꝛe and eſe the goodnes 
of gꝛacr. fot ſoth the grace of the bo · 
ly gooſt fareth as fpre that may not 
be pole. Fo fpre fapleth anon as it 
feſeth his worn. % 
tefeth the ſynſul man the coodnes of 
glorpe that oufp is beg oten to goode 


tu ug is that ought to mene a may 
to contricion is remembratice of the 
paſſyon that ourfo1d Ihii cryſt ſuſ⸗ 
fryd for our ſynnes. Foꝛ as ſapth 
ſaynt Sernard. whples that J ſyue 
I ſhal haue temenibꝛaũct of the tra 

uc ylys that our ſord Jhii cryſt ſuf⸗ 
ftyd m pꝛechyng. his werynes in tra 
ucſyng. His whan he 


faſted. His long wa uniges whon he 


m e of oꝛdeynaũte is tomed 
Bp ſodomy. For it is ſoth that god 7 
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fl as the teſon of man wyl not be 
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This ſuffryd Out Lord Jheſit 
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de ſo that the bloode braſt out at cut 
ty naple of hys hondes . As ſapth 
ſapnt duguſtyn. 7 ferthermore for 
as myliyl as reſon of man wyl not 
daunte ſenſuaſyte whay it may. 
Therfore is man worthp to haut 
ſame And this ſuffred oute Lorde 
Ii crpſt for man whay they ſpytte 
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adam 
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condicions that be longynge to hys 
ſynne as ferforth as he can. al muſt 
be ſayd and nothpng cycuſed ne hid 
ne and not aualite hun 


And how they encreren· and Ger ben 
ſeryngyng of ſynnes as ſapth ſanit 
——— That right as 
World. And thrugh that ſpune deyde 


Ryght ſo delt entryd i e alle mey 


that ſynnedeey. And this man was 
by whom þ ſpunc entrid in to 
this world whan he bꝛa lie the com · 
mau dement of god. a theꝛſoꝛ be that 
firſt was ſo myghty þ he ſholde not 
deped. berary ſuche one that he muſt 
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nedes depe whether he wold 
al his ꝓgenye h ia in this workdtFac | 
in þ mane: ſynne bepey. lolie þ iy te 
ſtate of inocfce wd ads t tur were 
naked in paꝛadiſe 7 no ſham had of 


her nakzednes. how þ þ ſerpit þ was 


moſt wyſyof al other beſtys þ god 
had made ſard to the wornu gmaͤded 


god to you ye ſhold not ete of cuety 
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wy to ths 
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ted in her ſede ſpryngyng. — 
a choil be ſauyd as the lo 
ſame det þ the doit talith the 


Ae. 
Aothon woldeſ thy loddpd wy 
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rewſe the ty ſuche wyſe that the choꝛ 


thenne hate the. 
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gre as teſon is and ſlipſle ia þ 


doo her deuoper there as it due But 


to pylle. 
forde taliyth. wherfore te 
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the wolf hath f 
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ſoo ia that ſpnne was fyrſt cauſe of 


ihraldom aud ſußiertion. 


ſpth the tyme of grace 
— — ng folke 
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rs and diſ⸗ 
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tropt em ne confotuide. 
ſape thyli lordes ben wolups 
der outen the poſſeſſyons oꝛ the catel 
of other folie wꝛongfuſly wythout 
mercy oꝛ meſure. They ſhul be reic⸗ 
upd by tße ſame meſure that they ha 


noryſſhimng 


whether he wort al ſpnne is ful perplous fot 
ge to whiche he is temptedAnd thay nuſitß the loue that men ſhold haue 
/ pftGafamay wpthſionde and wep- to good more. And therſoꝛ pf a man 
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ech thay it is no ſynne. And che den yal ſynnes crttis but if ſo be 
nnen e deſcharge of them by ſhift. 


if ame - 


che that is verrp ſoucrapy bounte þ 


ty thyng ſaue god of heuen. Foꝛſoiß 


he o wetß to god wth al hes herte n 
fo a creature certes ſo moche of ſoue 
avhe peueth to ſuche a creature. ſoo | 

berructh be fro god. And 


dettour to god ne peldeth not alle his 
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euery tyme that a may eteth a drpn - 
keth more than ſuſſpfeth to ſufic 
naumce of 1s bodp errteyn he dot g 
ſynne. E lie whay fe barkeneth not 
the complepnt of the poure men. 

E Re whay he ſpeb eiß more thay it 
neders if ts ſynne E ie whay he is n 
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than nedetß. oꝛ whay he cometh by þ 


wertes of charpte E He when fe $- 
ſt$ his wyf wytf outen deſpre ſour⸗ 
rayn of engendryre to tf oncur cf 
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man fometh his ſerte from god a 


pf that a man yeue his ſoue whiche 


cgerſote dots he ſynne. fo he that is 


guchoſen to late to chunche 02t0 oer 
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ee of i at the dap of dome. She 
han he behoterh 02 aſfurrth to doo 
. » thynges that he map not perſoume 
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ſeyetß oꝛ ſcompes his nepghbour. 
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of clothpng . whiche that ma kieth it 
ſo dert to harm of the peple that ou⸗ 
ſy the coſte of the enbeo wdyng. The 
dyſgyſyng endentyng. 02 barrpng. 


te of honeſie. whiche honeftc 
Iheſu Cnſi and ſis frendes 
ued to ſhewe in hes (pf. Now as to 
outrragrous arap of woman. god 
the dyſage of hem ſe - 
. 
a tyre . fp ⸗ 
Cris eons, — 
Foneſte in clotyng of man and wo s 
may is vncouenabſe 


deſytes of luxu⸗ 
rpe. pf fo be that he ſtte ſts get the 
our ſoꝛd Meſu Cryſt cet⸗ 
teyn it is a ſynne. And certes tie dely 


de Hothly is whay thep ſourden off = 
| malpce ymagyned and auyſed and 
that is tm many maners of diſcrytes form caſt 0: eſlys of $ſage. ben dede - 
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"3 goodes of grace, certes 
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ſouſe ben good witte ſharpe $uder - 
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turcl good memo:pe. Goodes of for 
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ſhtppts 7 ve people. 
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 blable thynges. Of whiche ſorſapde 
goodes certes it is a grrte folpe a ma 
fo peyden hym in onp of them alke : 
Now as forto ſpekic 
nature god wote that ſom tpme we 
domage as to our pꝛouſſyt. As ſo! 
0 ſpe of fleof bod nee 
ſiyttß fuſſpghtly. And cke it ia ful of, 
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hath recepupd Another is to bening 
ne ouet his ſubgette. woher fore as 
ſayth Henefe. There is nothyug 
more countable to man of hygh eſ⸗ 
** 2 theſe fleſh y 
"ney clepey bees gan they make 
her kpng.thep cſeſry one thar fat 
— Nn wherwpth he may ſiyn⸗ 
ge. Another is a man to haue a no - 

ble herte and a dyſygent tatteyn to 
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(pe vertuous thpnges . Cites fo 
who that prpd*th in the goodes off 
fortune he is ful ſyſe a greet fole. 
For ſomtyme a may is a full grete 
man bp the motowe that is a wret⸗ 
che oꝛ a caytif 02 it be nyght. a ſomty 
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b2otpl for to truſt This day they prep 
ſe. to moꝛowe they blame. god woot 
E ke deſyte to haue commendacion 
of the peple hath cauſpth deth to ma⸗ 
ny a man. Now certes a may to prp 
* in the goodes of grace is eke 
an outragrous folpe 


hym to goode::a 3 to mederyne tout 
npth to denym and ko confuſion. as 
ſapth ſaynt gregore. Now ſpth that 

haue vnderſtonde what 
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[pte.as Fhumplpte in herte aud ano / 
ther in the mouth. And the thyrde in 
wert ys. The humyſpte in herte is in 
foure maners that ia whay a man 


Foldety hym ſelf 26 nought worth 
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byfore god of feuey. Anotferia 
whay he deſt-pſeth non other man. 
The (hirde1s. that he reckyt5 


The fourth is wh an he is not ſoꝛy of 
bis humylyacion. Alſo the hum ylya 
tion of mouth is in fou t thynges In 
attẽpetat ſpeche rid Fe f no weth 
with his o wen mouth y he is ſuche as 
Ge thimſꝛe ih þ he is in his ferte. Ano ⸗ 
ther whay he preyſeth the debonayrt 
fe of another man Anda ſſo nothing 
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ye of other mennys harm. 
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and certes al we haut one fader fleſſhly 
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and£ue. And eie one fader ſpi⸗ 
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thou wol deſt wert don to thyn 0we 
per ſone And tßerſoꝛe thou ſhalt doo 


de ne harme in his body ne in his ca⸗ 


lied enſampſe. Thou ſhalt not deſp 
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vnderſtonde eſſe that in the name of 
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ſpelꝛyth you harme t ebe fot them þ 
pow chaſen and purſuen t dooboun 
te to hen that you aten. 
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te frendes. And perſey oute enempes 
ßaue more nede to loue than our fien 
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Tertes to ſem ſFal we doo goodnes. 
and certes in that dede haue remem⸗ 
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as mocße as that ſoue is the moꝛegie 
uous to perfourme.ſo moche is mo⸗ 
r gtete the meryte. — — pag 
foupng of our enempe hath confon⸗ 
dedihe Fenymn of the deuyl For 
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